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The Hon. John 0. Marsh, Jr. 
Counsellor to the President 
The -white House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Jack: 

r.··; . ". 1 G l-'76 

October 15, 1976 

On Friday evening, the Federation of the various Hungarian organ
izations are holding a commemorative ceremony in Washington. 
Since the occasion is the 20th Anniversary of the Hungarian Revolu
tion and because I was in Budapest to bring some help at that time, 
I am among those who will be honored and I have been asked to 
make the commemorative address. I say this simply for background. 

The important element is that there be a strong identification by the 
President with the importance of that anniversary. The President 
will, of course, be in Williamsburg at the time and the program is 
being arranged to enable those who are there to hear the last of the 
debates. 

I am enclosing a xerox of the program itself. I believe, however, 
that the message should go to Dr. Andras Pogany, 201 Raymond Ave., 
South Orange, New Jersey, the headquarters of the World Federation 
of Hungarian Freedomfighters. If a copy of such a message is sent 
across the street to Wheaton Byers, I will be in the office that day 
in the OEOB before going to these ceremonies just in case the message 
to Dr. Pogany goes astray. 

In giving thought to my remarks, I've just unearthed an article I 
wrote on my return from Hungary twenty years ago, which I know 
you will find interesting. 

Please don't trouble to answer this letter. 

LC:ll 
Enc. 

War 
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Thirty Days That Shook the World 

EDITOR's NoTE: This week's guest edi
torial is contributed by Leo Cherne, 
author and lecturer, executive dil·ec
tor of the Research Institute of Amer
ica, chairman of the International 
Rescue Committee, and one of the last 
men out of Hungary before Soviet 
tanks moved in. 

T EN DAYS in October 1917 shook 
the world. Thirty days which 
began in Budapest on October 

23, 1956, may yet help to set the 
world right again. The events in Hun
gary began with a peaceful march of 
more than 2,000 students to historic 
Parliament Square in Pest and reached 
their climax when 9,000 Hungarians 
in one day crossed the Austrian fron
tier seeking freedom's sanctuary on 
November 23. 

During these thirty days the Soviet 
Union suffered its greatest defeat. 
During these thirty days men ev
erywhere, in Burma and Switzer
land, m Belgium and the United 
States, in France and Ceylon, in 
Germany and India, saw their own 
will for freedom restored, their own 
horror at butchery rekindled, their 
own passion for justice revived. . 

On October 29 a young man born 
to wealth, who early found his future 
in the diplomatic service, and who 
during the last year and a half de
voted himself to directing a non-sec
tarian voluntary agency, responded to 
the first five days of the s·econd Octo
ber revolution. Angier Biddle Duke, 
president of the International Rescue 
Committee, whieh for· more than 
twenty years has aided those who 
have escaped from fascist and Com
munist dictaton;hip, took a simple 

step-a plane reservation to Vienna. 
Three homs before the plane de

parted for Vienna the writer as chair
man of IRC agreed to accompany Am-' 
bassador Duke in a companion efiort 
to bring the first help through to Hun
gary itself. He left his desk at the Re
search Institute of America with the 
intention, if possible, to establish the 
field stations in Budapest which would 
continue to dispense the medicine, the 
food, the clothing, the bandages, the 
anti-gangrene drugs, the life-saving 
antibiotics to those who were fighting 
fo1· their liberty. 

At the same moment a Wall Street 
broker was reading an editorial about 
the IRC in The New York Times 
entitled "Freedom's Defenders'' de
tailing the urgent need for help to 
Hungary. Broker John Richardson 
left his office and arranged for a ship
ment of 15,000 units of terramycin 
to be available on the Pan-American 
flight taking Duke and Cherne to the 
scene of the revolution. John Richard
son's life was changed with his first 
gesture. He sought to buy that first 
$15,000 shipment of antibiotics from 
Chas. Pfizer and Co. The company, 
as so many others, refused payment 
and that initial shipment of terra
mycin within one month of revolution 
became $220,000 of the most vital 
medicines, flown without charge by 
P<m-Amerkan World Airways. 

A sizable quantity of baby foods was 
shipped by Gerber. The Pitman-Moore 
Company contributed Salk vnccine to 
halt the suddenly developed threat 
of a polio epidemic among the Hun
gcrrian refugees in Austria. General 
Electric quickly contributed a $25,000 
mobile X-ray unit. Leopold Silber-

stein, president of Penn-Texas Cor
poration. mnde an invnluable o!Ter of 
1,000 jobs, homes, training in Amer
ica for those destined to find their 
way here. 

Simultaneously the heads of vari
ous offices of the International Rescue 
Committee in Europe moved into 
Vienna to organize under Mr. Duke 
the massive now of help and to pro
vide the emergency assistance to 
those destined to escape from the 
Hungnry they sought to libNate. 

In a battered 1950 Chevrolet this 
writer and the head of the Vienna 
office of IRC made their wny to Buda
pest nnd saw the face of the revolu
tion at. close range. 

'~~IAT is a re\·olution? It is a twelve
yem-old boy who sits behind a ma
chine-gun nest outside of freedom 
headquarters for six days and nights 
without sleep or relief. It is the 
commandant of a large battalion of 
freedom fighters who sits at a desk 
handing out small slips of mimeo
graphed paper with handwritten 
battle-station orders to an endless line 
of studcnlc: and youngsters and work
ers who pass before that desk. This 
officer was a young girl, now dead. 

The revolution is the eleven-year
old boy who was named hero of his 
unit. With the agility of the child, the 
clarity of the young, the courage of 
the seasoned revolutionary, he had 
four times in bare feet scampe1·ed 
across the freezing cobblestones 
of Budapest and up the side of a 
firing Soviet tank to deposit a bottle 
of gasoline. He emerged each time 
unscathed. 

But a i·evolution is also the score 
of young female students who threw 
themselves with Molotov· cocktails 
into the very path of an onrushing 
tank. They were not !'O agile. 

The revolution is evident in the 
store fmnts of hundt·eds of Budapest 
shops, unprotected even by a remain
ing piece of glass, yet with merchan
dise in the windows intact because of 
the \'oluntary discipline of the people. 

The revolution is also ter.rible nnd 
terrifying. As you drive at night 
through shattered streets over glass 
and rubble, tangling your car in over
head electric cables lying in the 
streets in distorted shapes every
where, you suddenly know with nau
seating shock thnt under your wheels 
is something which had been alive 
just yesterday. 

The revolution is the han·owed 
and grcrtcful expression on Cardinal 
Mindszenty's face as you present to 
him a gift of terramycin from the 
American people. It is the incredible 
sight of thirty strong, healthy men in 
worn workers' clothing, each carrying 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 18, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: 

You have a request for a bri f meeting with a small 
· delegation of Hungarians as a art of the observance 
of the 20th anniversary of e Hungarian Revolution. 

It is my understanding that this request, which I be
lieve you had earlier approved, has now been disapproved. 
I would strongly urge you to reconsider this matter for 
the following reasons: 

(1) I believe your failure to meet with the 
group will be associated with the Eastern and 
Cen·tral European debate comments, and give 
critics an opportunity to reopen an issue which 
I think has been laid to rest; 

(2) A failure to meet with them opens you up to 
a Solzhenitsyn type of charge; 

(3) There is a question in my mind as to whether 
the Hungarian group there was some commit
ment for a meeting. This attitude may have been 
encouraged by their sponsor, Congressman Frank 
Horton; 

(4) A meeting provides an opportunity to demon
strate your concern about countries behind the 
Iron Curtain. 

I realize there are those who take an opposing view on 
such a meeting principally the NSC and for that reason 
I have sent a copy of this memorandum to Brent. 
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My principal concern is the 20th anniversary of the 
Hungarian Revolt will receive public attention and 
I do not want to have develop a situation that pro
vides an opportunity to attack you by those who will 
try to reopen the Eastern and Central European comments. 
There is a potential for trouble here that I would 
like to avoid. 

cc: Richard Cheney 
Brent Scowcroft 
Jerry Jones 
Bill Nicholson 

., 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 19, 1976 

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

JACK MARSH 

JIM CONNORJ~' 

Meeting with Delegation of 
Miiijitf!:!i! 

The President reviewed your memorandum of October 18 on the 
above subject and made the following notation: 

"Jack - Have Dick bring it to my attention 
tomorrow (Tuesdayl." 

This matter was discussed this morning when Dick Cheney 
was in the Oval Office. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 19, 1976 

MEMORANDUM TO: MILT MITLER 

FROM: RUSS ROURKE 

Milt, unfortunately, Myron Kuropas is out sick today, 
and I am fearful that he will not return to work prior 
to my departure. You may have to substitute for Myron 
at a meeting the President has just agreed to with the 
officers of the Hungarian Freedom Fighters' Federation. 

Although I intend to discuss this matter with you 
personally, I thought the following points might be 
helpful: · · 

1} The President will do a drop by in the 
Roosevelt Room during a 30-minute (or one 
hour) meeting, organized by Myron Kuropas. 
The meeting is set for this Thursday, October 21. 
Nicholson advises that if the meeting will run 
for an hour, it should be scheduled for 11:30 -
12:30 p.m. If only a 30-minute meeting is 
arranged, it should be scheduled for 12:00. 

I have asked Myron Kuropas' secretary to reserve 
the Roosevelt Room (your office should double 
check these arrangements). 

2) The key man for this entire event is Dave 
Lovenheim, A. A. to Rep. Frank Horton. (Horton 
is the Chairman of this year's event.} I 
have called Lovenheim today, and asked him to 
get in touch with you and/or Myron directly. 

3) As indicated in ~he attached file, this 
organization is holding their dinner on 
October 22, here in Washington. Leo Cherne 
(Chairman of PFIAB) and Chairman of the Board 
of Directors of the International Rescue Com
mittee, 'i.vill give the commemorative address at 
the dinner. Please arrange for a message from 
the President to be read at the dinner. It 
is important that some brief mention of Leo 
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Cherne is made in the message {e.g., I am 
pleased that my good friend, Leo Cherne, 
could be with you tonight). 

4) Once you and/or Myron have worked out the 
final details, please advise Jack Marsh and 
Bill Nicholson. A short briefing paper will, 
of course, have to be prepared (this should 
be coordinated with NSC). 

If you have any further questions, please call me 
directly. 

cc: JMarsh V 
MKuropas 




