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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

SEP 2 3 1978

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
Subject: Enrolled Bill S. 2286 - Land conveyance,
New Mexico
Sponsor - Sen. Domenici (R) New Mexico

Last Day for Action

October 4, 1976 ~ Monday
Purpose

Authorizes relinquishment of the reversionary
interest in approximately 3 acres of land to the
city of Albuquerque, New Mexico.

Agency Recommendations

Office of Management and Budget Approval
Department of the Interior Approval
Discussion

In 1906, the United States conveyed to the city of
Albuquerque, New Mexico, 640 acres of land with a
reverter clause specifying that if any of the land
was used for other than park purposes, title to it
would revert to the United States.

Subsequently, two tracts comprising about one acre
of that land became unsuitable for park purposes.
With the Administration's acquiescence, an Act was
passed in 1974 that authorized relinquishment of the
reversionary interest of the United States in these
two tracts, subject to the following conveyance



conditions:

S.

sale of the land at not less than fair market
value and only if it is no longer suitable for
park or other public purposes;

use of proceeds from the sale to acquire similar
property in Albuquerque;

payment to the United States of any amount by which
the proceeds from the sale exceed the purchase
price of the replacement property; and,

reversion to the United States of the replacement
property if it ever ceases to be used for park or
public purposes.

2286 would enlarge one of the two tracts cited

in the 1974 Act from 0.7 acre to approximately 3.7
acres. The conveyance conditions specified under
the 1974 Act would apply to the enlarged tract.

In its report on S. 2286, the Senate Interior
Committee expressed the view that this legislation
was essentially a technical amendment to the

1974 Act. Moreover, the Committee noted that the
tract in question:

... is a compact area located next to
the City Animal Shelter and is well
suited to commercial development. The
city has informed the Department of the
Interior that the land is no longer
suitable for park and other public
purposes."”

Contrary to the Committee view, Interior's attached
enrolled bill letter characterizes the effect of

S.

2286 as a significant amendment to the 1974

Act, but the Department notes that the bill's
conveyance conditions will protect the public
interest, and accordingly, .recommendspapproval.

14
Paul H. O'Neill
Acting Director

Enclosure



United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

SEP « « 1976

Dear Mr. Lymn:

This responds to your request for the views of this Department

on the enrolled bill S. 2286, "To amend the Act of June 9, 1906, to
provide for a description of certain lands to be conveyed by the
United States to the city of Albuquerque, New Mexico."

We recammend that the President approve the enrolled bill.

As enrolled, S. 2286 would further amend the Act of June 9, 1906
(34 stat. 227), as amended, to authorize the Secretary of the
Interior to quitclaim to the City of Albuquerque the reversionary
interest of the United States in a parcel of land containing
approximately 3.7 acres.

The Act of June 9, 1906 (34 Stat. 227), authorized the conveyance
of approximately 640 acres of land to the City of Albuquerque, New
Mexico, for park and other public purposes with a reversionary
interest in the United States if the property was used for unauthor—
ized purposes. The Act was amended by the Act of August 16, 1950
(64 Stat. 448), which authorized the City to sell up to 1/2 of the
640 acres upon the condition that the proceeds therefrom be used

for the construction of a public auditorium.

It appears that over a period of time, under the 1950 Act, the City
conveyed into private ownership a total of about 217 acres, most

of which was subdivided for residential use. The City has indicated
that it is unable to convey the remaining 103 acres as authorized
by the 1950 Act because the Civic Auditorium has been constructed
and paid for.

The Act of December 31, 1974 (Public Law 93-574, 88 Stat. 1875)
authorized the Secretary of the Interior to relinquish a reversionary
interest in two parcels of land totalling approximately one acre,
which were part of the 640-acre tract conveyed to the City under the
1906 Act. The conveyance was to be authorized only: if the two
tracts were no longer suitable for park use; they would be sold for
fair market value; the proceeds of sale would be used to acquire
other park land; any excess funds remaining from the purchase of
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the new park property would go to the United States; and the present
reversionary interest would be transferred to the new purchase.

The City informed this Department that the proceeds of sale from
these two parcels would help cover the cost of purchasing a 135-acre
tract to be used as a park.

Ordinarily, this Department opposes the relinquishment of a
reversionary interest in land. Reverters are attached to land
primarily to ensure that the land, usually conveyed gratis or at
less than fair market value, will be used for the purpose it was
originally conveyed. In this instance, however, because of the
inclusion of the above conditions in the 1974 Act, we believed that
the purpose of the 1906 Act would continue to be carried out and
the United States would not lose an interest in land. Therefore,
the Department did not object to the enactment or approval of the
bill which became the 1974 Act.

Enrolled bill S. 2286 would modify the description of parcel 1 in
the 1974 Act to describe 3.6586 acres rather than the .7041 acres
now included in that parcel.

The tract in question, including the additional acreage proposed,
is a compact area located next to the City Animal Shelter and is
well suited to cammercial development. The City has informed us
that it is no longer suitable for park and other public purposes.

We believe that the public interest will be protected under S. 2286.
This is consistent with our position on the bill which became Public
Law 93-574, because of the protections and conditions therein

(which would also be applicable to the subject additional acreage).
Accordingly, we recommend that the President approve the enrolled
bill.

Honorable James T. Lynn

Director, Office of
Management and Budget

Washington, D.C. 20503




EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

SEP 2 3 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
Subject: "Enrolled Bill S. 2286 - Land conveyance,
New Mexico
Sponsor - Sen. Domenici (R) New Mexico

Last Day for Action

October 4, 1976 - Monday
Purpose

Authorizes relinquishment of the reversionary
interest in approximately 3 acres of land to the
city of Albuquerque, New Mexico.

Agency Recommendations

Office of Management and Budget Approval
Department of the Interior Approval
Discussion

In 1906, the United States conveyed to the city of
Albuquerque, New Mexico, 640 acres of land with a
reverter clause specifying that if any of the land
was used for other than park purposes, title to it
would revert to the United States.

Subsequently, two tracts comprising about one acre
of that land became unsuitable for park purposes.
With the Administration's acquiescence, an Act was
passed in 1974 that authorized relinquishment of the
reversionary interest of the United States in these
two tracts, subject to the following conveyance



conditions:

~- sale of the land at not less than fair market
value and only if it is no longer suitable for
park or other public purposes;

-~ use of proceeds from the sale to acquire similar
property in Albuquerque;

-- payment to the United States of any amount by which
the proceeds from the sale exceed the purchase
price of the replacement property; and,

-- reversion to the United States of the replacement
property if it ever ceases to be used for park or
public purposes.

S. 2286 would enlarge one of the two tracts cited
in the 1974 Act from 0.7 acre to approximately 3.7
acres. The conveyance conditions specified under
the 1974 Act would apply *o the enlarged tract.

In its report on S. 2286, the Senate Interior
Committee expressed the view that this legislation
was essentially a technical amendment to the

1974 Act. Moreover, the Committee noted that the
tract in question:

* ... is a compact area located next to
the City Animal Shelter and is well
suited to commercial development. The
city has informed the Department of the
Interior that the land is no longer
suitable for park and other public
purposes."”

Contrary to the Committee view, Interior's attached
enrolled bill letter characterizes the effect of

S. 2286 as a significant amendment to the 1974

Act, but the Department notes that the bill's
conveyance conditions will protect the public

interest, and accordijj::27recommends pproval.

Paul H. O'Neill
Acting Director

Enclosure












THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 27,1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: JIM CAVANAUGH

FROM: MAX L. FRIEDERSDORF 1/“ b

SUBJECT: 5.2286 - Land Conveyance, New Mexico

The Office of Legislative Affairs concurs with the agencies

that the subject bill be signed.

Attachments









































