The original documents are located in Box 46, folder “6/4/76 HR8789 Establishment of a
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority Police Force” of the White House
Records Office: Legislation Case Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.

Copyright Notice
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald R. Ford donated to the United
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public
domain. The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to
remain with them. If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.

Exact duplicates within this folder were not digitized.



Digitized from Box 46 of the White House Records Office Legislation Case Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

JUN 11976

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Enrolled Bill H.R. 8719 - Establishment of a Washington
(D.C.) Metropolitan Area Transit Authority Police
Force
Sponsor - Rep. Gude (R) Maryland and 8 others

Last Day for Action

June 7, 1976 - Monday

Purpose

To provide for Congressional approval of the establishment of a
Metropolitan Transit Police force to protect the property, per-
sonnel, and patrons of the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit
Authority.

Agency Recommendations

Office of Management and Budget Approval
District of Columbia Approval
Department of Transportation Approval
Washington Metropolitan Area

Transit Authority Approval
Department of Justice No objection

. _ {Informally)
Discussion -

H.R. 8719 would give Congressional approval to the Washington
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) to establish a
Metropolitan Transit Police force (MTP) for the purpose of pro-
tecting its property, personnel, and patrons.

Under current law, WMATA is authorized to employ watchmen,
guards, and investigators, who may be certified as special
police officers by the jurisdiction in which they serve.



These provisions are considered inadequate to meet the special
needs of the metropolitan rapid transit system and an amendment
to the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Regulation Compact
is needed to set up a transit police force. Since the Compact
is an interstate agreement, Congressional approval of any
amendment is also required. Maryland, Virginia, and the Dis-
trict of Columbia have all passed laws which would enable them
to implement the Compact amendments upon enactment of this bill.
Since it is unclear whether the District has authority to adopt
amendments to the Compact on its own, the enrolled bill would
adopt and enact the amendments on behalf of the District. It
would also make clear that the District Council has the authority
to enact any future amendments to the Compact.

The jurisdiction of the MTP would be limited to transit facilities.
In cases of hot pursuit, however, MTP officers may make arrests
anywhere in the Transit Zone, which essentially includes the entire
metropolitan area. The enrolled bill would authorize WMATA to
enter into agreements with Maryland, Virginia, and the District
(and their political subdivisions), as well as with Federal agen-
cies, to delineate functions and responsibilities among the MTP,
fire, and other public safety agencies. It would authorize WMATA
to establish the compensation, training, and qualifications for
MTP officers. WMATA would also be authorized to adopt rules

and regulations for the protection of its facilities, with
violations to be punishable by a fine of up to $250.

Finally, the bill would:

-~ authorize the Mayor to execute, on behalf of the
District, the amendments to the Compact made by the
legislation;

-- provide that the D.C. Superior Court shall have
jurisdiction of violations of WMATA rules committed
in the District; and

-- reserve the right of Congress to amend, alter, or
repeal this Act.

H.R. 8719 is the result of cooperation between WMATA and the local
jurisdictions, and is supported by the Washington Metropolitan
Council of Governments, the area police chiefs, prosecutors, and
county and city councils. It involves no costs to the Federal

government.
:Assistant Director ;

for Legislative Reference
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WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN AREA TRANSIT AUTHORITY
600 Fifth Street, N.W., Washington, D. C. 20001

(202) 637-1234

MAY 27 1976

Mr. James M. Frey

Assistant Director for Legislative
Reference

Office of Management and Budget

Washington, D.C.

Hand carry to Ms. Ramsey
Room 7201

New Executive Office Building

Dear Mr. Frey:

The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority appreciates
the opportunity to submit its views and recommendations with
respect to Enrolled Bill H.R. 8719.

The Authority's partisan position on the subject of an effec-
tive security system for Metro ridership and rail transit facilities
is familiar, | am sure. The Metro Transit Police amendment to
title IIl of the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Regulation
Compact constitutes the vital final step in providing necessary
security so essential to the well-being of our patrons. The concept
is not new, obviously. The originatl title |11l adopted pursuant
to P.L. 89-774, 80 Stat. 1324, contemplated use of watchmen, guards
and investigators for protection of passengers, personnel and
Metro properties, in anticipation of a subsequent amendment which
would carefully delineate and flesh out the detailed authorities
and responsibilities of a Metro Transit Police force.

The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority is convinced
that the pressing need for this security force can scarcely be
exaggerated. We emphatically support the goals and purposes of
H.R. 8719 and strongly recommend that the President approve it.

Sincerely,

Warren Quenstedt



OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20590

GENERAL COUNSEL MAY 2 8 1976

Honorable James T. Lynn

Director, Office of Management
and Budget

Washington, D. C. 20503

Dear Mr. Lynn:

The views of this Department have been requested on H.R. 8719, an enrolled
bill:

To provide for an amendment to the Washington Metropolitan Area
Transit Regulation Compact to provide for the protection of the
patrons, personnel, and property of the Washington Metropolitan
Area Transit Authority.

The bill would establish a Metro Transit Police force, which would have
power to enforce laws and regulations on transit facilities owned, con-
trolled or operated by the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority.
The bill would also allow the Metro Transit Police to enter into agree-
ments with Federal public safety agencies for the delineation of their
respective functions and responsibilities.

The bill as passed contains an ambiguity regarding the authority of the

Metro Transit Police on transit facilities Tocated on the Federally-controlled
Washington National Airport. The Department does not consider this matter

to be sufficiently important to justify a veto of the bill.

The legislation provides necessary authority for the carrying out of vital
public safety functions on transit facilities in the Washington area. For
that reason, the Department recommends that the President sign the measure.

Sincerely,




THE DISTRICT OF COLU‘MBIA

WALTER E. WASHINGTON

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20004

May 28, 1976

Mr., James M. Frey

Assistant Director for Legislative Reference
Office of Management and Budget

Executive Office Building

Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Frey:

This is in reference to a facsimile of an enrolled
enactment of Congress entitled:

H.R. 8719 - To provide for an amendment to the
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Regulation
Compact to provide for the protection of the
patrons, personnel, and property of the Wash-
ington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority.

The enrolled bill will replace existing inadequate
security provisions with comprehensive legislation
designed to authorize the Washington Metropolitan
Area Transit Authority to establish and maintain a
regular police force, to be known as the Metro Transit
Police, to provide maximum protection for the patrons,
personnel, and facilities of the Metro transit system,
to provide for mutual aid agreements between WMATA and
the various Transit Zone jurisdictions, and to adopt
uniform rules and regulations for the Transit Zone.

The bill provides for concurrent jurisdiction of Metro
and local police on all transit facilities. However,
primary law enforcement responsibility for the trains
and the tunnels will rest with the Metro police while
the local authorities will retain primary responsibil-

ity for stations and parking lots.

The jurisdiction of the Metro Transit Police will be
limjited to transit facilities, except that Metro police



can make arrests anywhere in the Transit Zone for viola-
tions committed upon, to, or against transit facilities
while in close or hot pursuit. Members of the Metro
Transit Police will enforce the laws of the signatory
jurisdictions; the laws, ordinances, and regulations

of the political subdivisions within the Transit Zone;
and the rules and regulations of the Authority.

The powers of the Metro Transit Police will be identi-
cal to those of the duly constituted police force of
the jurisdiction in which the Metro Transit Police is
on duty. However, a Metro Transit Police member may
carry and use a weapon only in the performance of his
duties or while on transit facilities in direct transit
to and from a duty assignment. He may carry his weapon
only while in direct transit to and from a duty assign-
ment.

Members of the Metro Transit Police will also have power
to serve process on transit facilities ‘and may serve
process off transit facilities, except in the State of
Maryland. Prosecution of offenders will be accomplished
by issuing a summons or citation, or by booking or de-
livering the alleged offender to a duly constituted
police or judicial officer of the jurisdiction in which
the arrest is made.

The bill also grants WMATA the power to adopt rules and
regulations for the safe, convenient, and orderly use

of the transit system facilities, including payment of
fares, protection and safety of persons and property,
and the control of traffic and parking. If any of these
rules or regulations conflict with laws, ordinances, or
regulations of a signatory or political subdivision, the
WMATA regulation will be void within such jurisdiction.
The rules and regulations will be adopted in accordance
with due process. Violations of WMATA rules and regu-
lations will be punishable, after conviction, by a fine
of not more than $250, and costs. Section 3 of the bill
vests jurisdiction in the Superior Court to try viola-
tions of such rules and regulations which are committed
in the District of Columbia.

In addition, the bill provides for the appointment, com-
pensation, qualifications, and training of the Metro
Transit Police. Qualification and training will, at a
minimum, equal the requirements of each signatory juris-
diction and the political subdivisions thereof for per-
sonnel performing comparable duties.



Finally, the bill empowers WMATA to enter into mutual
aid agreements with signatories and political subdivi-
sions, including public safety agencies of the Federal
Government, and for agreements as to delineation of
functions and responsibilities among Metro Transit
Police, fire, and public safety agencies.

The authority provided by H.R. 8719 is vitally important
to the successful operation of the Metro subway system,
especially in view of the fact that phase I of the sys-
tem has now begun operations within the District of
Columbia. Moreover, it is essential that a trained

and experienced Metro Transit Police force be opera-
tional in order to aid and protect visitors to the
Nation's Capital during the Bicentennial.

It is estimated that the costs of the Metro Transit
Police force will approximate $1.5 million for the
first year of operation, and when fully operational
approximately $3.5 million a year. The District of
Columbia is obligated to pay its proportionate share
of these operating costs.

The District Govermnment strongly urges the approval of
H.R. 8719.

Sincerely yours,

G- lolx,

JULIAN R. DUGAS
City Administrator



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 i
|
Jun 11976

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Enrolled Bill H.R. 8719 - Establishment of a Washington
(D.C.) Metropolitan Area Transit Authority Police
Force
Sponsor - Rep. Gude (R) Maryland and 8 others

Last Day for Action

June 7, 1976 - Monday
Purpose

To provide for Congressional approval of the establishment of a

Metropolitan Transit Police force to protect the property, per-

sonnel, and patrons of the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit
Authority.

Agency Recommendations

Office of Management and Budget Approval
District of Columbia Approval
Department of Transportation Approval
Washington Metropolitan Area

Transit Authority Approval
Department of Justice No objection

. ) {Informaliyy
Dlscussion T

H.R. 8719 would give Congressional approval to the Washington
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) to establish a
Metropolitan Transit Police force (MTP) for the purpose of pro-
tecting its property, personnel, and patrons.

Under current law, WMATA is authorized to employ watchmen,
guards, and investigators, who may be certified as special
police officers by the jurisdiction in which they serve.



These provisions are considered inadequate to meet the special
needs of the metropolitan rapid transit system and an amendment
to the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Regulation Compact
‘is needed to set up a transit police force. Since the Compact
is an interstate agreement, Congressional approval of any
amendment is also required. Maryland, Virginia, and the Dis-
trict of Columbia have all passed laws which would enable them
to implement the Compact amendments upon enactment of this bill.
Since it is unclear whether the District has authority to adopt
amendments to the Compact on its own, the enrolled bill would
adopt and enact the amendments on behalf of the District. It
would also make clear that the District Council has the authority
to enact any future amendments to the Compact.

The jurlsdlctlon of the MTP would be limited to transit facilities.
In cases of hot pursuit, however, MTP officers may make arrests
anywhere in the Transit Zone, which essentially includes the entire
metropolitan area. The enrolled bill would authorize WMATA to
enter into agreements with Maryland, Virginia, and the District
(and their political subdivisions), as well as with Federal agen-
cies, to delineate functions and responsibilities among the MTP,
fire, and other public safety agencies. It would authorize WMATA
to establish the compensation, training, and qualifications for
MTP officers. WMATA would also be authorized to adopt rules

and regulations for the protection of its facilities, with
violations to be punlshable by a fine of up to $250.

Finally, the bill would:

-- authorize the Mayor to execute, on behalf of the
District, the amendments to the Compact made by the
legislation;

-—- provide that the D.C. Superior Court shall have
jurisdiction of viclations of WMATA rules committed
in the District; and

-- reserve the right of Congress to amend, alter, or
-repeal this Act.

H.R. 8719 is the result of cooperation between WMATA and the local
jurisdictions, and is supported by the Washington Metropolitan
Council of Governments, the area police chiefs, prosecutors, and
county and city councils. It involves no costs to the Federal

government.
0.

Assistant Director
for Legislative Reference

Enclosures .
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DATE: 6/2/76
Tt0: Mr. Linder

FrRoM: Mr. Frey

Justice's Enrolled Blll letter
for H.R. 8719

OMB FORM 38
REV AuG 73



ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS

Bepartment of Justice
Washington, 8.¢. 20530

June 2, 1976

Honorable James T. Lynn

Director, Office of Management
and Budget

Washington, D.C. 20503

Dear Mr. Lynn:

I have examined a facsimile of the enrolled bill
H.R. 8719, "To provide for an amendment to the
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Regulation
Compact to provide for the protection of the patrons,
personnel, and property of the Washington Metropolitan
Area Transit Authority."

The Department of Justice maintains no objection
to the enactment of this legislation.

Sincerely,

Michael M, Uhlmann
Assistant Attorney General



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 3, 1976
MEMORANDUM FOR: JIM CAVANAUGH
FROM: MAX L. FRIEDERSDORF [// - é )

SUBJECT: HR 8719 -~ Establishment of a Washington

Metropolitan Area Transit Authority Police Force

The Office of Legislative Affairs concurs with the agencies

that the subject bill be signed.

Attachments




















































































































