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ACTION 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON Last Day: March 29 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

March 26, 1976 

THE PRES~ENT 

JIM CANN~ 
H.R. 4034 - Jerry L. Pettis 
Memorial Veterans Hospital 

Attached for your consideration is H.R. 4034, sponsored 
by Representative Wilson and 12 others. The enrolled 
bill would designate the new Veterans Administration 
Hospital in Lorna Linda, California as the "Jerry L. 
Pettis Memorial Veterans Hospital" and would authorize 
the VA Administrator to provide a suitable memorial 
at the hospital for the late Congressman. 

Additional information is provided in OMB's enrolled bill 
report at Tab A. 

OMB, Max Friedersdorf, Counsel's Office (Lazarus) 
and I recommend approval of the enrolled bill. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign H.R. 4034 at Tab B. 

Digitized from Box 41 of the White House Records Office Legislation Case Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Jim Cavanaugh: Max Friedersdorf 
is working on a signing ceremony 
on the attached. Bob Linder will 
hold. 

Judy 3/25 

/ 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

MAR 1 9 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Enrolled Bill H.R. 4034 - Jerry L. Pettis Memorial 
Veterans Hospital 

Sponsor - Rep. Wilson {R) California and 12 
others 

Last Day for Action 

March 29, 1976 - Monday 

Purpose 

Designates the Veterans Administration hospital in Lorna 
Linda, California as the "Jerry L. Pettis Memorial Veterans' 
Hospital." 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

Veterans Administration 

Discussion 

Approval 

Approval 

H.R. 4034 would designate the new VA hospital in Lorna 
Linda, California, as the "Jerry L. Pettis Memorial Veterans' 
Hospital" in memory of the late Jerry L. Pettis, former 
Member of the House of Representatives from 1967-1975. 
The enrolled bill also would authorize the VA Administrator 
to provide an appropriate memorial at the hospital for 
the late Congressman. 

The new 500-bed VA hospital is located in the 37th Congres­
sional District of California, which was represented by 
the late Rep. Pettis, and is currently represented by 
his widow. It is scheduled to open in the fall of 1977 
and will be affiliated with the Lorna Linda Medical School. 

As noted in the attached VA views letter, Jerry L. Pettis 
actively supported the establishment of the new VA hospital. 
He maintained a long affiliation with Lorna Linda University, 
serving as Professor, Vice President and Chairman of the 
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Board during the period 1948 to 1967, and was influential 
in the planning and development of the Lorna Linda Medical 
School. 

While it is not the general practice to name VA hospitals 
for individuals, there are exceptions. VA hospitals have 
been named for Royal c. Johnson, the first chairman of 
the Committee on World War Veteran Legislation, Presidents 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt and Harry s. Truman, Speaker 
Sam Rayburn, and World War II Medal of Honor winner Audie 
L. Murphy. 

H.R. 4034 and several identical bills have bipartisan 
sponsorship of the entire California delegation. We concur 
with the VA recommendation that H.R. 4034 be approved. 

~...c..../Jt· a-~ 
ssistant Director/for 

Legislative Reference 



VETERANS ADMINISTRATION 
OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

• 
The Honorable 
James T. Lynn 
Director, Office of 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20420 
March 17, 1976 

Management and Budget 
Washington, D. C. 20503 

Dear.Mr. Lynn: 

This will respond to the request of the Assistant 
Director for Legislative Reference for the views of the Vet­
erans Administration on the enrolled enactment of H.R. 4034, 
94th Congress, a bill "To designate the Veterans' Adminis­
tration hospital in Loma Linda, California, as the 'Jerry L. 
Pettis Memorial Veterans' Hospital', and for other purposes." 

The subject bill would, as indicated by the title, 
designate the Veterans Administration Hospital in Lama Linda, 
California, as the Jerry L. Pettis Memorial Veterans' Hos­
pital, and authorize the Administrator to provide such me­
morial at that hospital as he deems suitable to preserve 
the remembrance of the late Jerry L. Pettis. 

Mr. Pettis served honorably and with distinction 
in the House of Representatives of the United States Congress 
since his election in 1966. He was vitally concerned with 
the health of all Americans, including veterans, their wid­
ows, and orphans. He served during World War II as an in­
structor and pilot with the Air Transport Command in the 
Pacific Theater. He actively supported the establishment 
of the VA Hospital now being constructed at Lama Linda, 
California. He served as Professor of Economics at Lama 
Linda University from 1948 to 1964, Vice President of the 
University from 1960 to 1964, and Chairman of its Board 
from 1960 to 1967. He was also a rancher, businessman, 
and an airline pilot. 



The Veterans Administration has long followed a 
policy of naming its hospitals for the locality where sit­
uated, and not for individuals. This long-standing policy 
has been based upon the realization that a fair basis of 
selection would be difficult, that controversy might result 
in some instances, and that persons or organizations whose 
candidates were not chosen would be disappointed. 

Veterans Administration hospitals named by Con­
gress are not subject to this administrative policy, and 
five have been so named. They are the Royal C. Johnson 
Veterans Memorial Hospital at Sioux Falls, South Dakota 
(Public Law 93, 79th Congress, June 29, 1945), the Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt Hospital at Montrose, New York (Public Law 
189, 79th Congress, September 26, 1945), the Sam Rayburn 
Memorial Veterans Center at Bonham, Texas (Public Law 91-
421, September 25, 1970), the Audie L. Murphy Memorial 
Veterans' Hospital at San Antonio, Texas (Public Law 92-
183, December 15, 1971), and the Harry S. Truman Memorial 
Veterans' Hospital at Columbia, Missouri (Public Law 93-
602, January 2, 1975). 

In view of Mr. Pettis' distinguished Congressional 
service, it is quite understandable that consideration 
should be given to honoring him. Accordingly, I recommend 
that the President approve H.R. 4034. 

Sincerely, 

2. 



THE WHITE HO . .USE 

ACTION MEMORANDUM WASIIlNOTON LOG NO.: 

Date: March 19 

FOR ACTION: David Lissy/ 
Max Friedersdorf 
Ken Lazarus 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DUE: Date: Monday, March 22 

SUBJECT: 

Time: 430pm 

cc (for information): Jack Marsh 
Jim Cavanaugh 
Ed Schmults 

Time: SOOpm 

H.R. 4034 - Jerry L. Pettis Memorial Hospital 
Veterans Hospital 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

-- For Necessary Action -- For Your Recommendations 

-- Prepare Agenda. a.nd Brief -- Draft Reply 

For Your Comments -- Draft Remarks 

REMARKS: 

Please return to Judy Johnston, Ground Floor West Wing 

:~k 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

If you have any q;.1cstions or i£ you anticipate a. 
dolo)' in submitting ti:,e 1equhed material. please 
telephone the Staff Secretory immediately. 

M cannon 
James ·president 
For the 



r1EMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

March ZZ, 1976 

JIM CAVANAUGH 

MAX L. FRIEDERSDORF ~,6 1 

H. R. 4034 - Jerry L. Pettis Memorial Hospital 
Veterans Hospital 

The Office of Legislative Affairs concurs with the agencies 

that the subject bill be signed. We recommend a signing ceremony. 

Attachments 



THE WHITE .HG.USE 

ACTION MEMORANDuM WASlllNGTOM. LOG NO.: 

Date: March 19 

FOR ACTION: David Lissy 
Max Frieder~rf 
Ken Lazarus 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DUE: Date: Monday, March 22 
? ?~:;=c.:;:;: 

SUBJECT: 

Time: 430pm 

cc (for information): Jack Marsh 
Jim Cavanaugh 
Ed Schmults 

Time: SOOpm 

H.R. 4034 - Jerry L. Pettis Memorial Hospital 
Veterans Hospital 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

-- For Necessary Action -- For Your Recommendations 

-- Prepare Agenda and Brief --. Draft Reply 

-- For Your Comments -- Draft Remarks 

REMARKS: 

Please return to Judy Johnston, Ground Floor West Wing 

No objection --Ken Lazarus 3/22/76 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

If you have any questions or if you anticipate a. 

dela)' in submitting ti::e required material, plea.se 
telephone th!) Staff Secretary inuncdiatcly. 

cannon 
James M. ·aent 

the pres~ }! ... or 



THE WHITE HbVSE 

ACTION MEMORANDUM WASHINGTON" LOG NO.: 

Date: March 19 Time: 436pm 

FOR ACTION: David Lissy OJ£..- cc (for information): 
Max FriedersdorfOI<­
Ken Lazarus 0 ~ 

Jack Marsh 
Jim Cavanaugh 
Ed Schmults 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DUE: Date: Monday, March 22 Time: SOOpm 

SUBJECT: 

H.R. 4034 - Jerry L. Pettis Memorial Hospital 
Veterans Hospital 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

-- For Necessary Action __ For Your Recommendations 

-- Prepare Agenda. a.nd Brief -- Draft Reply 

-- For Your Comments - Draft Remarks 

REMARKS: 

Pleaeerreturn to Judy Johnston, Ground Floor West 'fing 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

If you have any questions or if you a.nticipa.te a. 
delay in submitting the required ma.teria.l, plea.se 
telephone the Sta.ff Secretary immediately. 

K. R. COLE, JR. 
For the President 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

MAR 1 9 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Enrolled Bill H.R. 4034 - Jerry L. Pettis Memorial 
Veterans Hospital 

Sponsor - Rep. Wilson (R) California and 12 
others 

Last Day for Action 

March 29, 1976 -Monday 

Purpose 

Designates the Veterans Administration hospital in Lorna 
Linda, California as the "Jerry L. Pettis Memorial Veterans' 
Hospital." 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

Veterans Administration 

Discussion 

Approval 

Approval 

H.R. 4034 would designate the new VA hospital in Lorna 
Linda, California, as the "Jerry L. Pettis Memorial Veterans' 
Hospital'' in memory of the late Jerry L. Pettis, former 
Member of the House of Representatives from 1967-1975. 
The enrolled bill also would authorize the VA Administrator 
to provide an appropriate memorial at the hospital for 
the late Congressman. 

The new 500-bed VA hospital is located in the 37th Congres­
sional District of California, which was represented by 
the late Rep. Pettis, and is currently represented by 
his widow. It is scheduled to open in the fall of 1977 
and will be affiliated with the Lorna Linda Medical School. 

As noted in the attached VA views letter, Jerry L. Pettis 
actively supported the establishment of the new VA hospital. 
He maintained a long affiliation with Lorna Linda University, 
serving as Professor, Vice President and Chairman of the 



94TH CONGRESS} HOUSE OF REPRESEN'l'ATIVES { REl'ORT 
1st Session No. 94-486 

NAMING OF VETERANS' ADMINISTRATION HOSPITAL 
AT LOMA LINDA, CALIFORNIA, FOR JERRY L. PETTIS 

SEPTEMBtl:R 18, 1975.-Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
' · State ot the Union and ordered to be printed 

Mr. RoBERTS, from the Committee on Veterans' A:tfa.irs, 
submitted the following 

REPORT 
[To accompany H.R. 4034] 

The Committee on Veterans' Affairs, to whom was referred the bill 
( H.R. 4034) to designate the Veterans' Administration hospital in 
Lorna Linda, California, as the "Jerry L. Pettis Memorial Veterans' 
Hospital", and for other purposes, having considered the samer report 
favorably thereon, by unanimous voice vote, without amendment, and 
recommend that the bill do pass. 

EXl'LANATl'ON OF THE BILI. 

The repOl'ted bill (H.R. 4034) would designate the Veterans' Ad­
ministrailion hospitaJ in Lorna Linda, California, as the "Jetry L. 
Pettis Memorial Veterans' Hospital" and the Adm,inistrator o£ Vet­
erans Affairs would be authorized to provide such memorial at the 
above-named hospital aJS he may deetn suitable to preserve the remem­
bran<Je o£ the late Jerry L. Pettis, :former Me1nber of the United 
States Hou~re o£ Rep:resentatives. 

H.R. 4034 is identical to H.R. 41215, ees;pomsored by Mr. Clausen, 
Mr. McCloskey, Mr. McEwen, Mr. McFall, Mr. Martin, M:r. Michel, 
Mr. Miller of Ohio, Mr. Miller o1! Cal:i:fomia, Mr. Mimeta, Mr. O'Neill, 
Mr. Patterson of California, Mr. Rees1 Mr. Rhodes, Mr. Roybal, Mr. 
Ryan, Mr. Schneeb~li, Mr. Si.sk, Mr. STtark, Mr. Steiger of Wisconsin, 
Mr. Ullman, Mr. Yflln Deerlin, Mr. Vander Jagt, Mr: Wa:xman and 
Mr. Charles· H. Wi1son of California; H.R. 4220, cosponsored by Mr. 
Moss, Mr. An:d-ersan of Caliiornia, Mr. Anderson of Illinois, Mr. 
Archer, Mr. Bafalis:,. Mr. Brown o:f California, M:r. Burke of Massa­
chusetts, Mrs. Burke of California, Mr. John L. Burton, Mr. Pmllip 
Burton, l\1r. Clamey, Mr. Conable, Mr. Cotma'n, Mr. Crane, Mr. Daniel­
son, Mr. Dellums, Mr. Duncan o:f Tennessee, Mr. Edwards of Cali­
:fori_J.ia, ¥r. Frenzel, Mir. H:anna:ford, Mr. Hawkins, Mr. Johnson of 
Cah:forma, Mr. Krebs, Mr. Leggett, and Mr. Lloyd o:f Carli:f.ornia; and 

157--006 
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H.R. 9577, cosponsored by Mr. Roberts, Mr. Hammerschmidt, ¥r. 
Teague Mr. Satterfield, Mr. Montgomery, Mr. Carney, Mr. Damel­
son, M~. Wolff, Mr. Brinkley, Mr. Wilson of Texas, Mr. Cornell, 
Mr. Hefner, Mr. Hannaford, Mr. Ford of Tennessee, Mr. Edgar, 
Mr. Holland, Mr. McHugh, Mrs. Heckler, Mr. ·wylie, Mr. Hillis, Mr. 
Abdnor, Mr. ·walsh, Mr. Guyer, Mr. Hansen and Mr. O'Brien. 

BIOGRAPHY OF JERRY L. PETTIS 

Jerry Lyle· Pettis was born in Phoe:r:ix, _Arizona, on July 18, 1916. 
He took his preparatory school educatiOn m the Thunderbird S.D.A. 
Academy in Phoenix. He attended Pacific Union College in Napa 
County, California, graduating with high honors. His further formal 
education included masters' degree and doctoral course work at the 
University of Denver and later at the University of Southern Cali­
fornia. He later taught speech at Union College, Nebraska, and was 
Professor of Economics at Lorna Linda University. 

During his early years, Mr. Pettis became a Seventh-day Adventist 
minister pastoring churches in Arizona and Colorado. He was the first 
Seventh-day Adventist to ever be elected to the Congress of the 
United States. 

Following Pearl Harbor he became an organizer of the Civil Air 
Patrol. In the last two years of World War II, he was a pilot and 
flight instructor with the Air Transport Command in the Pacific 
Theater. 

After the war he became 'a pilot for United Airlines. He l,ater served 
as special assistant to the president of the company. At the time of his 
death, Mr. Pettis was a member of the Air Line Pilots Association 
(AFL--CIO). 

He then entered into the world of business where he founded four 
major companies. He became an inventor, innovator and motivator, 
all directed toward helping his fellow man. He founded the Magnetic 
T·ape Duplicators-the world's largest user and duplicator of mag­
netic tape. He also established the Audio Digest Foundation, a non­
profit organization furnishing monthly education tapes to physicians 
to keep them ·abreast of new developments in their field. Foundation 
earnings are held in a trust fund and are used to provide scholarships 
for needy medical students throughout the United States. 

Mr. Pettis served as Executive Secretary of the California Medical 
Association. His expertise in the field of medicine and health care 
served him later in good stead in his political life. He was vice presi­
dent for Public Affairs and Development for the Adventist Medical 
School, now known as the Lorna Linda Medical School. He was influ­
ential in the planning and establishment of the magnificent 450-bed 
Medical Center Building at the school. 

Mr; Pettis was first elected to the 90th Congress November 8, 1966. 
He was reelected to the 91st, 92nd, 93rd, and 94th Congresses, serving 
with distinction ,as :a member of the Science and Astronautics (Science 
and Technology) and Ways 1and Means Committees. 

Mr. Pettis was a husband, f·ather, churchman, businessman, pilot, 
farmer, educator ·and Congressman. He died on February 14, 1975, at 
the age of 58. 

JUSTIFICATION FOR THE BILL 

While it is not the general practice to name Veterans' Administra­
tion hospitals for individuals, there are exceptions. The first hospital 

H.R. 486 
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named (under Public Law 93, 79th Congress) was for Royal C. John­
. son, the first chairman of the Committee on World War Veteran Leg­
islation. That -hospital is located at Sioux F,alls, South Dakota. By 
Public Law 79-189, the hospital at Montrose, New York was desig-

. nated as the "President Franidin Delano Roosevelt VA Hospital." By 
Public Law 91-421, the hospital and domiciliary complex at Bonham, 
Texas was designated as the "Sam Rayburn Memorial Veterans' Cen­
ter." In December, 1971, by Public Law 92-183, the new hospital at 
San Antonio, Texas was designated as the "Andie L. Murphy Memo­
rial Veterans' Hospital." Finally, on January 2, 1975, by Public Law 
93-602, the hospital at Columbia, Missouri was designated as the 
"Harry S. Truman Memorial, Veterans' Hospital." 

More than 'any other man, Mr. Pettis worked for the establishment 
and construction of the 550-bed Lorna Linda Veterans' Administra­
tion Hospital, located near the Loma Linda Medical School and Medi­
cal Center. It is one of the Agency's most modern facilities, serving 
thousands of veterans throughout the region. · ' : · · ·' ··: 

The committee notes that this bill represents bipartisan sponsorship 
of the entire California delegation. 

OVERSIGHT FINDINGS 

Pursuant to clause 2(1) (3) (A) of rule XI of the Rules of the House 
of Representatives, the committee issues the following oversight 
findings: 

No oversight hearings have been held relative to the reported bill. 
In regard to clause 2(1) (3) (D) of rule XI, no oversight findings 

have been submitted to the committee by the Committee on Govern­
ment Operations. 

In regard to clause 2(1) (3) (C) of rule XI, no cost estimate or com­
parison has been submitted by the Congressional Budget Office relative 
to the provisions of the reported bill. 

INFLATIONARY IMPACT STATEMENT 

With respect to clause 2(1) ( 4) of rule XI, the reported bill will have 
no inflationary impact. 

COST 

There would be no additional expense to the Treasury as a result 
of the enactment of the first section of the bill. When implemented by 
the Administrator, Section 2 will perhaps involve some expense but 
it would be relatively insignificant. 

AGENCY REPORT 

The Veterans' Administration report on H.R. 4034 follows: 
VETERANS' ADMINISTRATION, 

OFFICE oF THE An~IINISTRATOR OF VETERANS' AFFAIRS, 
Washington, D.O., September 9,1975. 

Hon. RAY RoBERTS, 
Chairman, Committee on Veterans' Affairs, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D.O. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRl\iAN : This will respond to your request for a report 
by the Veterans Administration on H.R. 4034, H.R. 4125, and H.R. 

H.R. 486 



4 

4~~, identical 94th Congress bills, "to designate the Veterans' Ad­
mimstration hospital in Lorna Linda, California, as the 'Jerry L. 
Pettis Memorial Veterans' Hospital', and for other purposes." 

Each of the subject bills would, as indicated by the title, designate 
the Veterans Administration Hospital in Lorna Linda, California, 
as the Jerry L. Pettis Memorial Veterans' Hospital, and authorize the 
Administrator to provide such memorial at that hospital as he deems 
suitable to preserve the remembrance of the late Jerry L. Pettis. 

Mr. Pettis served honorably and with distinction m the House of 
Representatives of the United States Congress since his election in 
1966. He was vitally concerned with the health of all Americans, in­
cluding veterans, their widows, and orphans. He served during World 
War II as an instructor and pilot with the Air Transport Command 
in the Pacific Theater. He actively supported the establishment of 
the VA Hospital now being constructed at Lorna Linda, California. 
He served as Professor of Economics at I~oma I~inda University from 
1948 to 1964, Vice President of the University from 1960 to 1964, and 
Chairman of its Board from 1960 to 1967. He was also a raneher, busi-
nessman, and an airline pilot. · 

It is not the usual practice of the Veterans Administration to name 
its hospitals for the locality where Ritnated, and not for indh,idnals. 
This long-standing policy has been based upon the realization that a 
:fair basis of selection would be difficult, that controversy might result 
in some instances, and that persons or organizations whose candidates 
were not chosen would be disappointed. 

Veterans Administration hospitals named by Congress are not sub­
ject to this administrative policy, and five have been so named. They 
are the Royal C. Johnson Veterans Memorial Hospital at Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota (Public Law 93, 79th Congress, J1me 29, 1945)~ the 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt Hospital at Montrose, New York (Public 
Law 189, 79th Congress, September 26, 1945), theSam Rayburn Me­
morial Veterans Center at Bonham, Texas (Public Law 91-421, Sep­
tember 25, 1970), the Audie L. Murphy Memorial Veterans Hospital 
at San Antonio, Texas (Public Law 92-182, December 15, 1971), and 
the Harry S Truman Memorial Veterans' Hospital at Columbia, Mis­
souri (Public Law 93-602, January 2, 1975). 

In view of Mr. Pettis' distinguished Congressional service, it is 
quite understandable that consideration should be given to honoring 
him. Favorable Congressional a;ction en any one o:l! the subject bills 
would have the Veterans' Administration support. 

'V e are advised by the Office of Management and Budget that there 
is no objection to the presentation o-f this report :from the standpoint 
of the Administration's program. 

Sincerely, 
RICHARD L. RoUDEBUSH, Administrator. 

u 

H.R. 486 
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Calendar No. 661 
'94TH CoNGRESS 

'/Jd Session 
SENATE REPORT 

No. 94-693 

NAMING OF VETERANS' ADMINISTRATION HOSPITAL 
AT LOMA LINDA, CALIFORNIA, FOR JERRY L. PETTIS 

:MARCH 11, 1976.-0rdered ·to be printed 

Mr. HARTKE, :from the Committee on Veterans' Affairs, 
submitted the following 

REPORT 
[To accompany H.R. 4034] 

The Committee on Veterans' Affairs, to which was referred the bill 
{ H.R. 4034) to designate the Veterans' Administration hospital in 
Lorna Linda, California, as the "Jerry L. Pettis Memorial Veterans' 
Hospital", and :for other purposes, having considered the same, reports 
favorably thereon without amendment and recommends that the bill 
-do pass. 

TEXT OF THE BILL, H.R. 4034 

The text of the bill as reported is as follows : 
That the Veterans' Administration hospital at Lorna Linda, California, shall 
hereafter be known and designated as the "Jerry L. Pettis Memorial Veterans' 
Hospital". Any reference to snch hospital in any law, regulation, document, 
record, or other paper of the United States shall be deemed a reference to it as 
the Jerry L. Pettis Memorial Veterans' Hospital. 

SEc. 2. The Administrator of Veterans' Affairs is authorized to provide such 
.memorial at the above-named hospital as he may deem suitable to preserve the 
.remembrance of the late Jerry L. Pettis. 

INTRODUCTION 

The reported bill (H.R. 4034) would designate the Veterans' Ad­
ministration hospital in Lorna Linda, California, as the "Jerry L. 
J>ettis Memorial Veterans' Hospital". The Administrator o£ Vet­
~rans' Affairs would be authorized to provide a memorial at the hos­
pital which he deems suitable to preserve the memory of the late 
Jerry L. Pettis, former Member of the United States House of Repre­
sentatives representing the State of California. 

57-010 
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H.R. 4034 is identical to H.R. 4125, cosponsored by Mr. Cla.usen, 
Mr. McCloskey, :Mr. McEwen, Mr. McFall, Mr. :Martm, Mr. ~hchel, 
Mr. }!iller of Ohio, Mr. Miller of California, Mr. Mineta, Mr. O'Neill, 
Mr. Patterson of Ca~ifornia,_ Mr. Rees, Mr. Rhodes1 Mr. Ro:r!Jal, ::\~r. 
Ryan, Mr. Schneebeh, Mr. Sisk, M.r. Stark, :\!r. Steiger of'' 1sconsm, 
Mr. Ullman, Mr. Van Deerlin, Mr. Vander .Jagt, Mr. 'Vaxman and 
Mr. Charles H. '""ilson of California; II.R. 4220, cospon::;ored by )fr. 
Moss, Mr. Anders~.m of California, M~·· A~det~son of Illinois. Mr. 
Archer, Mr. Bafahs, Mr. Brown of Cahforma, Mr. Burke of ~I3:ss:t~ 
chusetts, Mrs. Burke of California, Mr. John L. Burton, Mr. Phi~hp 
Burton, Mr. Clancy, Mr. Conable, Mr. Corman, ~Ir. Crane, Mr. Dame~­
son, Mr. Dellums, Mr. Duncan of Tennessee, l\11_'. Edwards of Cali­
fornia, Mr. Frenzel, Mr. Hannaford, Mr. Hawkms, ~!r._.Joh~son of 
California, Mr. Krebs, Mr. Leggett, and l\fr. Lloyd of Cahfon_ua; and 
H.R. 9577, cosponsored by Mr. Roberts, Mr. Hammerschmidt, ~fr. 
Teague. Mr. Satterfield, Mr. Montgomery, Mr. Carney, M.r. Damel­
son, Mr. 1Volff, Mr. Brinkley, Mr. Wilson of Texas, Mr. Cornell, 
Mr. Hefner, :Mr. Hannaford, Mr .. Ford of Te1~m~ssee, Mr: ~dgar, 
Mr. Holland, Mr. McHugh, Mrs. Heckler, Mr. Wyhe, Mr. l~Ilhs, :\h. 
Abdnor, Mr. 1Valsh, Mr. Guyer, Mr. Hansen and Mr. O·Brien. 

The House Committee favorably reported H.R. 4034 on Septemb~r 
18, 1975. Subsequently, on October 6, 1975, the measure 'yas una!n­
mously passed by the full House o! ~epre::;entatives. Followmg_recmpt 
of the views of the Veterans' Adm1mstratwn, the Senate Committee on 
Veterans' Affairs met in open executive session on March 1~, 1976, and 
unanimously ordered H.R 4034 reported favorably to the full Senate. 

BAOKGRO'CND AND DISCUSSION 

Jerry I~yle Pettis was born in Phoenix, Arizona, on July 18~, 1016. 
He took h1s preparatory school educatio~ in t~e.Thund~rbir~ S.J?.A. 
Acadernv in Phoenix. He attended Pacific Umon College m Napa 
County; California, graduating with high honors. His further formal 
education included masters' degree and doctoral course work at tl~e 
University of Denver and later at the University of Southern Cah­
fornia. He later tauaht speech at Union College, Nebraska, and was 
Professor of Econonrlcs at Lorna Linda University. . 

During his early years, .Mr. Pettis became a Seventh-day Adve~bst 
minister pastoring churches in Arizona and Colorado. He was th~ t?-rst 
Seventh-day Adventist ever elected to the Congress of the l:Jmted 
States. . . t. 

Following Pearl Harbor, he became an organizer of the C;v1l 11.1r 
Patrol. In the last two years of World War II, he w~s a p1lot a_nd 
flight instructor -..vith the Air Transport Command m the Pacific 
Theater. 

After the war, he became a pilot for United Airlines and la~er serve.cl 
as special assistant to the president of the c?mp~ny. -"'\t the hme ?f ~ns 
death, Mr. Pettis was a member of the Air Lme Pilots Assocw.bon 
(AFL-CIO). . 

Mr. Pettis then entered into the world of busmess where he foun.ded 
four major companies. He became an inventor, innovator and motiva­
tor; all directed toward helping his fellow man. He founded the Mag-
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netic Tape Duplicators-the world's largest user and duplicator of 
magnetic tape. He also established the Audio Di_gest Foundation, a non­
profit organization which furnishes monthly education tapes to physi­
cians to keep them abreast of new developments in their field. Founda­
tion earnings are held in a trust fund and are used to provide scholar­
ships for needy medical students throughout the United States. 

Mr. Pettis served as Executive Secretary of the California Medical 
Association. His expertise in the field of medicine and health care 
served him later in good stead in his political life. He was vice presi­
dent for Public Affairs and Development for the Adventist Medical 
School, now known as the Loma Linda Medical School. He \Yns influ­
ential in the planning and establishment of the magnificent 430-bed 
Medical Center Building at the schooL 

:Mr. Pettis was first elected to the 90th Congress November 8, 1966. 
He was reelected to the 91st, 92d, 93d, and 94th Congresses, serving 
with distinction as a member of the Science and Astronautics (Science 
and Technology) and 'Vays and :Means Committees. 

Mr. Pettis was a husband, father, churchman, businessman, pilot~ 
farmer, educator, and Congressman. He died on Fehrua.ry 14, 1975, at 
the age of 58. 

'While it is not the general practice to name Veterans' Administra­
tion hospitals for individuals, there are exceptions. The first hospital 
named (under Public Law 93, 79th Congress) was for Royal C. John­
Ron, the first chairman of the Committee on 'Vorld 1Var Veteran Leg­
islation. That hospital is located at Sioux :Falls, South Dakota. By 
Public Law 79-189, the hospital at Montrose, New York was desig­
nated as the "President Franklin Delano Roosevelt VA Hospital." By 
Public Law 91-421, the hospital and domiciliary complex at Bonham, 
Texns was designated as the "Sam Rayburn Memorial Veterans' Cen­
ter." In December, 1971, by Public Law 92-183, the new hospital at 
San Antonio, Texas was designated as the "Andie L. Murphy :Memo­
rial Veterans' Hospital." Finally, on ,January 2, 1975, by Public Law 
9;)-602, the hospital at Columbia, Missouri was desi;nated as the 
"Harry S. Truman Memorial Veterans' Hospital." "' 

No man worked more diligently than Mr. Pettis for the establish­
ment and construction of the 500-bed Lom:-t Linda Veterans' Adminis­
tration hospitaL The new VA hospital being- constructed at Loma 

California will be a. modern 500-bed. ~eneral nwdical f!IH1 snrgi­
cal hospital loc~ted in ~outh:vrestern .San Bernadino County adjacent 
to the Loma Lmda Umvers1ty Medical Center with which this hos­
pital will have an active affiliation. The new hospital will employ 
about 1,850 employees. • 

The. hospital will be a four-story structure or 724~000 square feet 
and _vnU cost about $56 million. The hospital's bed distribution will be: 
medr~al 190; surgical 150; n~urological 40; psychiatric. 60; and 
nursmg home care 60. Tl~e l~osp1tal ':Ill also have f~cililies to provide 
the most up-to-date specmhzed medical programs mcludino· Alcohol 
r]' · t t (' d" (' 1 . . E .. ,.., .1:ea men , ar wc .. at~1etenzat1on, <..lectron JVficroscopy, HPrnorlial-
ysis, Home Dialysis Training, Hospital Based Home Care. Intensive 
Care, Nuclear Me.dicine, Orthoti,c Laboratory, Pulmonary Function 
Lab~ratory:, Resp1~atory Car~ .C.enter, and Speech Pathology. The 
hospital wlll also mclude famhbes for education trainin()' and re-
search activities. ' '"'' 
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The construction of this hospital is expec~.ed to be comrlete~ in the 
fall of 1977 'vith the actual hospital operations commencmg m early 
1978. . 

The Committee notes that this bill represents bipartisan sponsorship 
of the entire California delegation. 

CosT EsTI:M:ATES 

In accordance with section252(a) of the Legislative Reo~ganization 
Act. of 1970. (Pub. L .. 91-510, 91s! Congr;ss), t~e; Con:m1ttee,, based 
on mformat10n supplied by the veterans i~dmmistrabon, estimates 
that there will be no additional cost resultmg from. the enactme.nt 
of the first section of the bill. Section 2 which authonzes a memorial 
:will have an insignificant cost impact when implemented by the 
Administrator. 

TABULATION OF VoTES CAsT IN Co:l\nHTTEE 

Pursuant to section 133 (b) of the Legislative Reor~anization A?t 
of 1946, as amended. the following is a tabulation ot votes cast I~ 
person or by proxy of the Members of the. Committee on Veterans 
Affairs on a motion to report H.R. 4034, without amendment, favor­
ably to the $enate: 

Vance Hartke 
Herman E. Talmadge 
Jennings Randolph 
Alan Cranston 
Richard (Dick) Stone 
John A. Durkin 

Yeas--9 

Clifford P. Hansen 
Strom Thurmond 
Robert T. Stafford 

Nays-0 

AGENCY R:)<}PORT 

The Committee requested and received a report from the Veterans' 
Administration on H.R. 4034, as passed by the House. That report 
follows: 

[No. 57] 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS, U.S. SENATE 

VETERANS' ADMINISTRATION, 
OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR OF VETERANS' AFFAIRS, 

lVasld:ngton, D.O., November 17, 1975. 
Hon. VANCE HARTKE, 
Ch(J;irman, Committee on Veteran.s' Affairs, 
V.S. Senate, Washington, D.O. 

DEAR MR. CnAIRliiAN: This will respond to·your request for a report 
by the Veterans' Administration on a bill which passed the House 
of Representatives on October ,6,,1975,, H.R. 40~4, 9~th Congress! "To 
desio-nate the Veterans' Adm1mstrat10n hospital m Lorna, Lmda, 
California as the 'Jerry L. Pettis Memorial Veterans' Hospital', and 

' ' :for other purposes.'' 
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The subject bill would, as indiented by the title, designate tlu3' 
Veterans' Administration hospital in Lorna Linda, California, as the 
Jerry L. Pettis Memorial Veterans' Hospital, and authorize the Ad­
ministrator to provide such memorial at that hospital as he deems suit­
able to pres~rve the remembrance of the late Jerry L. Pettis. 

Mr. Pettis served honorablv and with distinction in the House of 
Representatives of the United States Congress since his election in 
1966. He was vitally concerned with the health of all Americans in­
cluding veterans, their widows, and orphans. He served durino- 1V~rld 
1V ar II ~s a-? instructor and pilot with the Air Transport Com~and t# 
the Paci~c Theater .. He actively supported the establishment of the 
VA hospital now bemg constructed at Lorna Linda, California. He 
served as Profe~sor of ~conomics at Lo.ma Linda University from 
1948 to 1964, VICe President of the Umversity from 1960 to 1964 
and Chairman of its Board from 1960 to 1967. He vms also a rancher' 
businessman, and an airline pilot. ' 

It is the usual practice of the Veterans' Administration to name 
its .hospital:? for. the lo~ality where situated, and not for individuals. 
T~Is lo~g-standm~ policy has been based upon the realization that a 
!air basis. of selectiOn would be difficult, that controversy might result 
1n some mstances, and that persons or organizations whose candi­
dates were not chosen would be disappointed. 

\~ eterans' ~dmin~st_ratio~ hosp~tals named by Congress are not 
subJect to this adm1mstrahve pohcy, and five have been so named. 
They are the Royal C. John~on Veterans' Memorial Hospital at Sioux 
Falls, Sout~ Dakota (Pub he Law 93, 79th Congress, J nne 29, 1945), 
the F~anklm Delano Roosevelt Hospital at Montrose. New york 
(Pubhc Law_ 189, 79th C,ongress, September 26, 1945). the Sam Ray­
burn Memonal Veterans Center at Bonham, Texas fPublic Law 91-
421, ~eptember 25, 1970), the Andie I,. M:uiphy Me;nodal Veterans' 
Hospital at San Antomo, Texas (Public Law 92-182, December 15, 
1911), and the Harry S. Truman Memorial Veterans' Hospital at 
ColumJia, :Missouri (P~~lic.L~w 9.3-602, .JanuarY. 2, 1975).. . . 
~n v1ew o.f Mr. Pettis distl.ngms~ed Congressional serviCe, 1t IS 

q~ute understandable tha~ consideratiOn should be given to honorin()' 
lnm. yavorable Co~g~essw~al action on the subject bill ·would hav~ 
the ~veterans' ~dmnust:rabon's support. 

We were advised by t~e OffJ.ce of Management and Budget in regard 
to. a report.,. on the subJe.ct bill to the Chairman of the House Com­
mi~tee on Veterans' Affairs, that there wa.s no objection to the presen­
tatlOn of that report from the standpomt of the Administration's 
program. 

Sincerely, 
RICHARD L. RoUDEBt:sH. 

0 
Administrator~ 
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CORRECTED S~·ifEET 

H. R. 4034 

Rintt~~fourth Q:ongrtss of tht llnittd ~tatts of 2lmtrica 
AT THE SECOND SESSION 

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Monday, the nineteenth day of January, 
one thousand nine hundred and seventy-six 

Sin Sict 
To designate the Veterans' Administration hospital in Lorna Linda, California, 

as the "Jerry L. Pettis Memorial Veterans' Hospital", and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Veterans' 
Administration hospital at Lorna Linda, California, shall hereafter 
be known and designated as the "Jerry L. Pettis Memorial Veterans' 
Hospital". Any reference to such hospital in any law, regulation, 
document, record, or other paper of the United States shall be deemed 
a reference to it as the Jerry L. Pettis Memorial Veterans' Hospital. 

SEc. 2. The Administrator of Veterans' Affairs is authorized to 
provide such memorial at the above-named hospital as he may deem 
suitable to preserve the remembrance of the late Jerry L. Pettis. 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Vice President of the United States and 
President of the Senate. 

• 
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