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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

JUL 3 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

N *t Subject: Enrolled Bill H.R. 2946 - For the relief of
v, Mrs. Dorothy Hinck

: Sponsor - Rep. Sisk (D) California

‘ '/

ﬁbb Last Day for Action
\ :f"‘
y - July 9, 1975 - Wednesday

Iq Purpose

Authorizes payment to Mrs. Hinck of $2,324.30 for
retroactive death compensation benefits for the period
November 1941 to June 1945.

Agency Recommendations

Office of Management and Budget Approval
Veterans Administration Approval
Discussion

H.R. 2946 would authorize payment to Mrs. Dorothy Hinck
of $2,324.30 in death compensation benefits as the result
of her husband's death in active military service in
Australia on November 24, 1941. The payment would cover
the period between November 24, 1941 and June 14, 1945,
the date she was actually awarded death compensation
benefits by VA.

Mrs. Hinck, who in 1941 was living in the Philippines
with her children filed for death benefits on or about
December 13, 1941, just a few days after the Japanese
attack on Pearl Harbor. The forms apparently were never
received by VA. VA acknowledges, however, that it is
probable Mrs. Hinck'g claim could have been lost because
of the war conditions then existing in the Philippines.
Mrs. Hinck was interned by the Japanese forces in
January 1942 and was liberated three years later in
February 1945. She was repatriated to the U.S. on
April 4, 1945 and executed a second claim for death




benefits which VA received on June 14, 1945.

Existing law provides for the adjustment of claims benefits
for persons who, like Mrs. Hinck, were unable to file a
claim because of being interned during the war. That law,
however, permits retroactive payment of death benefits

only for veterans who died on or after Pearl Harbor Day,
December 7, 1941.

In reporting favorably on an identical 93rd Congress bill,
the VA stated:

"We view Mrs. Hinck's case as unique due to

the fact that we are unaware of any other case
of a widow who was unable to file a timely claim,
or follow up on such a claim, for benefits based
on the death of her husband prior to December 7,
1941 because of internment by the Japanese."

We concur with the VA recommendation that H.R. 2946 be
approved in view of the unigue circumstances of this case.

sgistant Director
iglative Reference

Enclosures



ACTION

THE WHITE HOUSE

Last Day: July 9
WASHINGTON

July 7, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM:

SUBJECT:

Attached for your consideration is H.R. 2946, sponsored

by Representative Sisk, which authorizes payment to Mrs.
Dorothy Hinck of $2,324.30 for retroactive death compensation
benefits for the period November 1941 to June 1945. Mrs.
Hinck's husband was killed in active military service in

1941 but she was not awarded death compensation benefits
until 1945.

Additional information is provided in OMB's enrolled bill
report at Tab A.

OMB, Max Priedersdorf, Phil Buchen (Lazarus) and I
recommend approval of the enrolled bill report.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign H.R. 2946 at Tab B,



THE WHITE HOUSE

ACTION MEMORANDUM WASHINGTON LOC NO.:

Date: July 3 Time: 300pm

FOR ACTION: Roger Semerad/ cc (for information): )
Max Friedersdoff 3 Jim Cavanauph
Ken Lazarusgs— Jack Marsh

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY

DUE: Date: July 7 Time: ROON

SUBJECT:
H.R. 2946 - For the Relief of Mrs. Dorothy Hinck

ACTION REQUESTED:

For Necessary Action For Your Recommendations

Prepare Agenda and Brief Draft Reply

¥ For Your Comments — Draft Remarks

REMARKS:

Please return to Judy Johnston, Ground Floor West Wing

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED.

If you have any questions or if you anticipate a
delay in submitting the required material, please K. R. COLE, JR.
telephone the Staff Secretary immediately. For the President




EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

JUL 3 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
Subject: Enrolled Bill H.R. 2946 - For the relief of

Mrs. Dorothy Hinck
Sponsor - Rep. Sisk (D) California

Last Day for Action

July 9, 1975 - Wednesday

Purgose

Authorizes payment to Mrs. Hinck of $2,324.30 for
retroactive death compensation benefits for the period
November 1941 to June 1945.

Agency Recommendations

Office of Management and Budget Approval
Veterans Administration Approval
Discussion

H.R. 2946 would authorize payment to Mrs. Dorothy Hinck
of $2,324.30 in death compensation benefits as the result
of her husband's death in active military service in
Australia on November 24, 1941. The payment would cover
the period between November 24, 1941 and June 14, 1945,
the date she was actually awarded death compensation
benefits by VA. '

Mrs. Hinck, who in 1941 was living in the Philippines
with her children filed for death benefits on or about
December 13, 1941, just a few days after the Japanese
attack on Pearl Harbor. The forms apparently were never
received by, VA. VA acknowledges, however, that it is
probable Mrs. Hinck'g claim could have been lost because
of the war conditions then existing in the Philippines.
Mrs. Hinck was interned by the Japanese forces in
January 1942 and was liberated three years later in
February 1945. She was repatriated to the U.S. on
April 4, 1945 and executed a second claim for death




benefits which VA received on June 14, 1945.

Existing law provides for the adjustment of claims benefits
for persons who, like Mrs. Hinck, were unable to file a
claim because of being interned during the war. That law,
however, permits retroactive payment of death benefits

only for veterans who died on or after Pearl Harbor Day,
December 7, 1941.

In reporting favorably on an identical 93rd Congress bill,
the VA stated:

"We view Mrs. Hinck's case as unique due to

the fact that we are unaware of any other case
of a widow who was unable to file a timely claim,
or follow up on such a claim, for benefits based
on the death of her husband prior to December 7,
1941 because of internment by the Japanese.”

We concur with the VA recommendation that H.R. 2946 be
approved in view of the unique circumstances of this case.

gsistant Director
islative Reference

Enclosures



U T PRING NG OFFCE 1 y
NP S o Ao et o e e e T
THE WHITE HOUSE
\CTION MEMORANDUM WASHINGTOX LOG NO.:
Date: July 3 / Tirme:  300pm
FOR ACTION: Roger Semerad © - cc (for intormation): .
Max Friedersdorf Jim Cavanaugh
Ken Lazarus Jack Marsh

FROM THE STAFT SECRETARY
DUE: Date: July 7 Time: i
S e

d.R. 2946 - For the Relief of Mrs. Dorothy Hinck

ACTION REQUESTED:

- —_.For Necessaxy Action For Your Recommendations

——  Prepare Agenda and Brief — Dzait Reply
X :
. For Your Comments — Draft Eemarks
REMARKS:

Please return to Judy Jchnston, Ground Floor West Wing

I approve



T U. 5. GOVERNMENT PUINTING OFFfCE: 1989~337 1°

THE WHITE HOUSE

ACTION MEMORANDUM WASHINGTO LOG NO.:

Date: July 3 Time: 300pm

"OR ICTION: Roger $emerad cc (for intormation): o
Max Friedersdorf Jim Cavanaugh
Ken Lazarus//~ Jack Marsh

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY

-

DUE: Date: July 7 C "me: B

UBJECT:
H.R. 2946 - For the Relief of Mrs. Dorothy Hinck

ACTION REQUESTED:

- For Necessary Action —— For Your Recommendations
—  Prepare Agenda ond Brief —— Draft Reply

X
—— For Your Comments — . Drptt Demarks

REMARKS:

Please return to Judy Johnston, Ground Floor West Wing

No objection. -- Ken Lazarus 7/3/75
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THE WHITE HOUSI

ACTION MEMORANDUM WASHINGTO? : LOG NO.:
Date: July 3 Time: 300pm
FOR ACTiON: Roger Semerad -cc (for information):

Max Friedersdorf:Z;L (; Jim Cavanéugh

Ken Lazarus Jack Marsh

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY

DUE: Date: July 7 Time: BEGH

SUBJECT:
H.R. 2946 - For the Relief of Mrs. Dorothy Hinck

ACTION REQUESTED:

For Necessary Zction For Your Recommendations

—— _ Prepare Agenda and Brief — Draft Reply
___x For Your Comments —— _ Drcott Remarks
REMARRS:

Please return to Judy Johnston, Ground Floor West Wing



VETERANS ADMINISTRATION

OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

- WASHINGTON, D.C. 20420
July 1, 1975

The Honorable

James T. Lynn

Director, Office of
Management and Budget

Washington, D. C. 20503

Dear Mr. Lynn:

We are pleased to respond to the request of
Mr. James M. Frey, Assistant Director for Legislative
Reference, for a report on the enrolled enactment of
H. R. 2946, 94th Congress, 'An Act For the relief of
Mrs. Dorothy Hinck."

The bill proposes that Mrs. Hinck shall be held
and considered to have filed a timely application for death
compensation for herself and minor children within one year
after the veteran's death on November 24, 1941. It also
proposes she shall be paid ''the amounts due as otherwise
provided in the laws administered by the Administrator of
Veterans' Affairs.' The '"amounts'' referred to are death
compensation from the date of death to June 14, 1945, the
latter date being the effective date of her actual award
of death compensation.

The Veterans Administration was not requested to
report on H. R. 2946 by the Committees which considered the
bill. We did report favorably to the Chairman, House Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, however, on an identical bill,

H. R. 13357, 93d Congress, after clearance with your office,
under date of December 10, 1974. That report is incorporated
in the House and Senate reports on the current bill (H. Rept.
No. 94-86; S. Rept. No. 94-242). One copy of each of the
Congressional reports is enclosed for ready reference.



The Honorable James T. Lynn

The Department of the Army, in a memorandum to
the Veterans Administration dated December 3, 1941, reported
that the veteran, John Henry Hinck, died in active service
in Australia on November 24, 1941. The report was received
by the Veterans Administration on December 4, 1941. It
showed Mrs. Hinck as the nearest relative and emergency
addressee and gave her address. The report prompted a
search of Veterans Administration records for possible
insurance data and was received in the Veterans Adminis-
tration Dependents Claims Service on December 11, 1941.

Mrs. Hinck, then in the Philippines along with
her minor children, was interned by the Japanese forces in
January 1942. She was liberated on February 23, 1945, and
was repatriated to the United States on April 4, 1945. A
claim for death benefits executed by Mrs. Hinck on June 4,
1945, was received by the Veterans Administration on June 14,
1945,

Mrs. Hinck has stated that she filed claim on or
about December 13, 1941, for multiple benefits based on the
veteran's death. The record shows reference to an application
executed at that time for benefits under the United States
Employees' Compensation Act. Personal statements and affi-
davits submitted in suppoxt of her claim for compensation
retroactive to the date of the veteran's death contend that
it is probable that some claims were lost or misrouted due
to the existence of war in that area.

Public Law 81-195 provided for adjustment of the
effective date of an award of benefits by the Veterans Adminis-
tration where a person was unable to file a claim because of
being interned by a country with which the United States was
at war or was otherwise prevented from filing a claim by
action of such country. That law, however, permitted retro-
active payments of death benefits only in those cases where
the veteran died on or after December 7, 1941.



The Honorable James T. Lynn

We are inclined to agree as to the probability
that if one of the claims Mrs. Hinck asserts were filed
"before Manila was taken over by the Japanese' was in fact
a claim for Veterans Administration benefits, it was lost
as a result of the confusion existing in a combat area
faced with imminent invasion. In any event, it appears
Mrs. Hinck was prevented, because of her internment by
the Japanese forces, from making any application or further
inquiry from January 1942 until her repatriation in April
1945, Public Law 81-195 was designed to protect the interests
of those who, like Mrs. Hinck, were prevented by enemy action
from timely filing a claim. The veteran's death, however,
occurred 13 days prior to the date that would have qualified
Mrs. Hinck for such protection under that law. It is clear
that the internment of Mrs. Hinck and her minor children was
engendered by the evolution of World War II and that the
intent of Public Law 81-195 was to grant protection to such
persons.

If approved, the amount of retroactive death compen-
sation to be paid is estimated as $2,324.30.

We view Mrs. Hinck's case as unique due to the
fact that we are unaware of any other case of a widow who
was unable to file a timely claim, or follow up on such a
claim, for benefits based on the death of her husband prior
to December 7, 1941, because of internment by the Japanese.

In line with the foregoing, I recommend that the

President approve H. R. 2946.
Slncerely,déé////w\

Deputy Ldmmismm In the ahsence of

RICHARD L. ROUDEBUSH
Administrator

Enclosures



941 Coxgrzss | HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES REpoRT
18t Seasion o No. 94-86

" MES. DOROTHY HINCK

o v

Maren 18, 1975, Committed to the Committee of the Whole House and
ordered to be printed : : .

S S S

M‘r.';DAxmL'sQN‘, from iﬁe‘ Committee on the J udiéi&ry,- e
submitted the following -

[To accompany FLR, 2946]

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill
(}f{.R. 2946) for the relief of Mrs. Dorothy Hinck, having considered
the same, report favorably thereon without amendment and recom-
ment that the bill do pass. ; (

PURPOSE '

The proposed legislation would waive applicable limitations and
provide that Mrs. Hinck shall be held and considered to have filed a
timely application for death compensation for herself and minor chil-
dren within one year of the veteran’s death on November 24, 1941. It
also proposes she shall be paid “the amounts due as otherwise provided
in the laws administered by the Administrator of Veterans Affairs.”
The “amounts” referred to are death compensation from the date of
death to June 14, 1945, the latter date being the effective date of her
actual award of death compensation. :

#

STATEMENT

The Veterans Administration in its report to the committee on the
bill states it has no objection to the bill, :

TheDepartment of the Army; in a memorandum to the Vetérans Ad-
ministration dated December- 3, 1941, reported that the veteran, John
Henry Hinek, died in active service in Australia on November 24, 1941.
The report was received by the Veterans Administration on December
4, 1941. It showed Mrs. Hinck as the nearest relative and emergency
addressee and gave her address. The report prompted a search of Vet- '
erans Administration records for possible insurance data and was re-

- ceived in the VA Dependents Claims Service on December 11, 1941.

Mrs. Hinck, then in the Philippines along with her minor children,

was interned by the Japanese forces in January 1942. She was liber-

38-007
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ated on February 23, 1045, and was repatrinted to the United States
on April 4,1945. A claim for death benefits executed by Mrs. Hinck on
June 4, 1945, was received by the Veterans Administration on June 14,
1945.

Mrs. Hinck has stated that she filed a claim on or about December 13,
1941, for multiple benefits based on the veteran’s death. The record
shows reference to an application executed at that time for benefits
under the United States Employees’ Compensation Act. Personal
statements and affidavits submitted in support of her claim for com-

nsation retroactive to the date of the veteran’s death contend that
1t is prebable that some claims were lost or misrouted due to the exist-
ence of war in that area.

The committee notes that while Public Law 81-195 provided for ad-
justment of the effective date of an award of benefits by the Veterans
Administration where a person wag unable to file a claim because of
being intertied By & country with which the United States was at war
or was otherwise prevented from filing a clgim by action of such coun-
try. This law, however, permitted retroactive payments of death bene-
fits only in those cases where the weteran died on or after December 7,
ﬁ)}tlt.l Accordingly, Mrs. Hinck could not qualify for benefits under

at law.

. The Veterans Administratior stated that under the circumstances it
is inclined to agree as to the probability that if one of the clajms Mrs.
Hinck asserts were filed “before Manils was taken over by the Japa-
nese” was in fact a claim far VA benefits. it was lost as a result of the
eonfusion existing in a combat area faced with imminent invasion. In
any event, it appears Mrs. Hinck was prevented, because of her intern-
ment by the Japanese forces, from making any application or further
inquiry from January 1942 until her repatriation iy April 1945. Pub-
Yie Law 81-195 was designed to protect the interests of those Who, like
Mrs. Hinck, were prevented by enemy action from timely filing a
claim. The veteran’s death, however, occurred 13 days prier to the
date that would have qualified Mrs. Hinick for such protection under
that law. It is clear that the internment of Mrs. Hinek and her minor
children was erigendered by the evolution of World War IT and that
the intent of Public Law 81-195 was to grant protection to such per-
sons.

The Veterans Administration states that the bill involves a cost
estimated to be $2,324.30.

. In indicating it has no objection to enactment, the Veterans Admin-
istration stated :

We view Mrs. Hinck’s case as imigue due to the fact that
we are uhaware of any other case of a widow who was unable
to file a timely elaim, or follow up on such a elaim, for bere-
fits based om the death of her hushand prier to December 7T,
194%, becawse of internment by the Japanese. Accordingly,
the Veterans Administration has no objeetion to enactment
of H.R. 13857.

The committee agrees that relief is merited and recommends that
the bill be considered favorably.

H.R. 86

3

‘ VutsraNs’ ABMINISTRATION,
Ourier op THE ADMENISTRATOR OF VEIERANS' APFAIRS,
W ashington; D.€., Decembeor 20,197/,
Hon: Perer W. Resine; Jr.,

€ haiviman, Cowunittee on $he Jwdiciory,
House of Represontadives, Washington, D.C. .

Drar Mz, Cuawwean: We are pleased to respond to your request
for a report on H.R. 13357, 93d Cengress, “A Bill for the relief of
Mrs. Dorothy Hinck.” .

The bill proposes that Mrs. Hinck shall be held and eomsidered to
have filed a timely application for death compensation for hersetf
and minor children within owe yaar of the veteran’s death on Novem-
ber 24, 1941. It also proposes she shall be paid “the amounts due as
otherwise provided irt the laws adihinistered by the Administrator of
Veterans’ Afairs.” Fhe “amonnts” referred to are death eompensation
fromi the date of deatli to June 14, 1945, the latter dute being the
effective date of her aetual award of Guath oSmpensatibm

The Department of the Army, in a memorandum to the Veterans
Administration dated Deeemiber 8; 194 E. raporved that the veteran,
John Henry Hinck, died in active service in Australia on. November 24,
19¢1. Fhe report was reeeived by the Vetcrans’ Administration on Dec-
ember 4, 194, ¢ showed Mrsi. Hinck as the nearest relative and emer-
gency addressce and gave Hep addwess. Thie epoot! prompied a search
of Veterans Administration records for possible insursnee ddta and
was received in tHe VA Pepemdents Claims Service on December 11,
194k,

Mrs. Hinck, then in the Philippines along with her minor children,
was interned by the Japanese forces in January 1942. She was liberated
on February 23, 1945, and was repatriated to the United States on
April 4, 1945, A claim for death benefits executed by Mrs. Hinck on
June 4, 1945, was received by the Veterans’ Administration on June 14,
1945.

Mrs. Hinck has stated that she filed claim on or about December 13,
1941, for multiple benefits based on the veteran’s death. The record
shows reference to an application executed at that time for benefits
under the United States Employees’ Compensation Act. Personal
statements and affidavits submitted in support of her claim for com-
pensation retroactive to the date of the veteran’s death contend that
it is probable that some claims were lost or misrouted due to the
existence of war in that area.

Public Law 81-195 provided for adjustment of the effective date of
an award of benefits by the Veterans Administration where a person
was unable to file a claim because of being interned by a country with
which the United States was at war or was otherwise prevented from
filing a claim by action of such country. This law, however, permitted
retroactive payments of death benefits only in those cases where the
veteran died on or after December 7, 1941.

We are inclined to agree as to the probability that if one of the
claims Mrs. Hinck asserts were filed “before Manila was taken over by
the Japanese” was in fact a claim for VA benefits, it was lost as a result
of the confusion existing in a combat area faced with imminent inva-

H.R. 88
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sion. In any event, it appears Mrs. Hinck was prevented, becaifse of her
internment by the Japanese forces, from making any application or
further inquiry from January 1942 until her repatriation in April
1945. Public Law 81-195 was designed to protect the interests of those
who, like Mrs. Hinck, were prevented by enemy action from timely
filing a claim. The veteran’s:death, however, occurred-13 days prior to
the date that would have qualified Mrs, Hinck for such protection
under that law. It is clear that the internment of Mrs. Hinck and her
minor children was engendered by the evolution of World War IT and
that the intent of Public Law 81-195 was to grant protection to such
persons. v . : . o

If enacted, the cost of this proposed legislation is estimated.as
$2,324.30. R . :

We view Mrs. Hinck’s case as unique due to the fact that we are
unaware of any other case of a widow who was unable to-file a timely
claim, or follow up on such a claim, for benefits based on the death of
her husband prior to December 7, 1941, because of internment by the
Japanese. ' : :

Accordingly, the Veterans Administration has no objection to en-
actment of H.R. 13357.

Advice has been received from the Office of Management and
Budget that there is no objection to the presentation of ‘this report
from the standpoint of the Administration’s program.

Sincerely, : "
: - Ricmarp L. RoupeBUsH,
Administrator.

®)

H.R. 86



Calendar No. 237

941tH CONGRESS } SENATE { REeporT
18t Session No, 94-242

MRS. DOROTHY HINCK
JUNE 24 (legislative day, JUNE 6), 1975.—Ordered to be printed

Mr. EastLaxp, from the Committee on the Judiciary,
submitted the following

REPORT

[To accompany H.R. 2946]

The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill
(H.R. 2946) for the relief of Mrs. Dorothy Hinck, having considered
the same, reports favorably thereon, without amendment, and recom-
mends that the bill do pass.

PURPOSH

The proposed legislation would waive applicable limitations and
provide that Mrs. Hinck shall be held and considered to have filed a
timely application for death compensation for herself and minor chil-
dren within 1 year of the veteran’s death on November 24, 1941. It
also proposes she shall be paid “the amounts due as otherwise provided
in the laws administered by the Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs.”
The amounts referred to are death compensation from the date of
death to June 14, 1945, the latter date being the effective date of her
actual award of death compensation.

STATEMENT

; 1’I‘he facts of the case as contained in House Report No. 94-86 are as
ollows: .

The Veterans’ Administration in its report to the commit-
tee on the bill states it has no objection to the bill.

38-007
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The Department of the Army, in a memorandum to the
Veterans’ Administration dated December 3, 1941, reported
that the veteran, John Henry Hinck, died in active service in
Australia on November 24, 1941. The report was received by
the Veterans’ Administration on December 4, 1941. It showed
Mrs, Hinck as the nearest relative and emergency addresses

~ . and gave her address. The report prompted a search of Vet- .°

" -erans’ Administration records for possible insurance data and
was received in the VA Dependent Claims Serviee on Decem-
ber 11, 1941.

Mrs. Hinck, then in the Philippines along with her minor
children, was interned by the Japanese forces in January
1942, She was liberated on February 23, 1945, and was re-
patriated to the United States on April 4, 1945. A claim for
death benefits executed by Mrs. Hinck on June 4, 1945, was
received by the Veterans’ Administration on June 14, 1945,

Mrs. Hinck has stated that she filed a claim on or about
December 13, 1941, for multiple benefits based on the veteran’s
death. The record shows reference to an application executed
at that time for benefits under the U.S. Employees’ Compen-
sation Act. Personal statements and affidavits submitted in
support of her claim for compensation retroactive to the date
of the veteran’s death contend that it is probable that some
claims were lost or misrouted due to the existence of war in
that area. v

The committee notes that while Public Law 81-195 pro-
vided for adjustment of the effective date of an award of
benefits by the Veterans’ Administration where a person was
unable to file a claim because of being interned by a country
with which the United States was at war or was otherwise

revented from filing a elaim by action of such country, This

aw, however, permitted retroactive payments of death bene-
fits only in those cases where the veteran died on or after
December 7, 1941, Accordingly, Mrs. Hinck could not qualify
for benefits under that law.

The Veterans’ Administration stated that under the circum-
stances it is inclined to agree as to the probability that if one
of the claims Mrs, Hinck asserts were filed “before Manila
was taken over by the Japanese” was in fact a claim for VA
benefits, it was lost as a result of the confusion existing in a
combat area faced with imminent invasion. In any event, it
appears Mrs. Hinck was prevented, because of her intern-
ment by the Japanese forces, from making any application
or further inquiry from January 1942 until her repatriation
in April 1945. Public Law 81-195 was designed to protect
the interests of those who, like Mrs. Hinck, were prevented
by enemy action from timely filing a claim. The veteran’s
death, however, occurred 13 days prior to the date that would
have qualified Mrs. Hinck for such protection under that
law, It is clear that the internment of Mrs. Hinck and her
minor children was engendered by the evolution of World
War IT and that the intent of Public Law 81-195 was to
grant protection to such persons.

S.R. 242

3

The Veterans’ Administration states that the bill involves
a cost estimated to be $2,324.30. :

In indicating it has no objection to enactment, the Veterans’
Administration stated: : o

“We view Mrs. Hinck’s case as unique due to the fact that
we are unaware of any other case of 2 widow who was unable
to file a timely claim, or follow up on such a claim, for benefits
based on the death of her husband prior to December 7, 1941,
because of internment by the Japanese. Accordingly, the
Veterans’ Administration has no objection to enactment of -
H.R. 13357.” :
" The committe agrees that relief is merited and recommends
that the bill be considered favorably.

In agreement with the views of the House of Representatives the
Committee recommends favorable consideration of H.R. 2946.

Attached to and made a part of this report is the report from the
Veterans’ Administration, Office of the Edministratar of Veterans”
Affairs. ,

VETERANS’ ADMINISTRATION,
QrricE oF THE ADMINISTRATOR OF VETERANS' ATFFAIRS,
: Washington, DC., December 10, 197 4.

Hon. Prrer 'W. Robino, Jr., :
O hairman, Committee on the Judiciary,
House of Representatives, Washington, D.C.

Drar Mz, Cuamrrmax: We are pleased to respond to your request
for a report on H.R. 13357, 93d Congress, “A Bill for the relief of
Mrs. Dorothy Hinek.”

The bill proposes that Mrs. Hinck shall be held and considered to
have filed a timely application for death compensation for herself
and minor children within one year of the veteran’s death on Noveni-
ber 24, 1941. Tt also proposes she shall be paid “the amounts due as
otherwise provided in the laws administered by the Administrator of
Veterans’ Affairs.” The “amounts” referred to are death compensation
from the date of death to June 14, 1945, the laiter date being the
effective date of her actual award of death compensation.

The Department of the Army, in a memorandum to the Veterans
Administration dated December 3, 1941, reported that the veteran,
John Henry Hinck, died in active service in Australia on November 24,
1941. The report was received by the Veterans’ Administration on
December 4, 1941. Tt showed Mrs. Hinck as the nearest relative and
emergency addressee and gave her address. The report prompted a
search of Veterans Administration records for possible insurance data
and was received in the VA Dependents Claims Service on Decem-
ber 11, 1941,

Mors. Hinek, then in the Philippines along with her minor children,
was interned by the Japanese forces in January 1942. She was liber-
ated on February 23, 1945, and was repatriated to the United States on
April 4, 1945, A claim for death benefits executed by Mrs. Hinck on
.1] élile 4,1945, was received by the Veterans’ Administration on June 14,
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Mrs. Hinck has stated that she filed claim on or about Desember 13,
1941, for multiple benefits based on the veteran’s death. The recbrd
shows reference to an application executed at that time for benefits
under the United States Employees’ Compensation Act. Personal
statements and affidavits submitted in support of her claim for com-
pensation retroactive to the date of the veteran’s death contend that
1t is probable that some elaims were lost or misrouted due to the
existence of war in that area.

Public Law 81-195 provided for adjustment of the effective date of
an award of benefits by the Veterans Administration where a person
was unable to file a claim because of being interned by a country with
which the United States was at war or was otherwise prevented from
filing a claim by action of such country. This law, however, permitted
retroactive payments of death benefits only in these cases where the
veteran died on or after December 7, 1941.

We are inclined to agree as to the probability that if one of the
claims Mrs. Hinck asserts were filed “before Manila was taken over by
the Japanese” was in fact a claim for VA benefits, it was lost as a result
of the confusion existing in a combat area faced with imminent inva-
sion. In any event, it appears Mrs. Hinck was prevented, because of her
internment by the Japanese forces, from making any application or
further inquiry from January 1942 until her repatriation in April
1945. Public Law 81-195 was designed to protect the interests of those
who, like Mrs. Hinck, were prevented by enemy action from timely
filing a claim. The veteran’s death, however, occurred 13 days prior to
the date that would have qualified Mrs. Hinck for such protection
under that law. It is clear that the internment of Mrs. Hinck and her
minor children was engendered by the evolution of World War IT and
that the intent of Public Law 81-195 was to grant protection to such
persons. '

If enacted, the cost of this proposed legislation, is estimated as
$2.324.30.

We view Mrs. Hinck’s case as unique due to the fact that we are
unaware of any other case of a widow who was unable to file a timely
claim, or follow up on such a claim, for benefits based on the death of
her husband prior to December 7, 1941, because of internment by the
Japanese.

Accordingly, the Veterans’ Administration has no objection to enact-
ment of FL.R. 13357,

Advice has been received from the Office of Management and Budget
that there is no objection to the presentation of this report from the
standpoint of the Administration’s program.

Sincerely,
Ricuarp L. RoupeBUsH,
Administrator.
O
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H. R. 2946

Rinety-fourth Congress of the Wnited States of America

AT THE FIRST SESSION

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Tuesday, the fourteenth day of January,
one thousand nine hundred and seventy-five

An Act

For the relief of Mrs. Dorothy Hinck.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That, notwith-
standing the provisions of section 3010 of title 38, United States
Code, or any statute of limitations, Mrs. Dorothy Hinck, widow
of John Henry Hinck (XC-3,009,409) is to be held and considered
to have filed a timely application for death compensation for her-
self and minor children within one year of the death of the said John
Henry Hinck on November 24, 1941, and is to be paid the amounts
due as otherwise provided in the laws administered by the Admin-
istrator of Veterans’ Affairs.

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

Vice President of the United States and
President of the Senate.



June 27, 1575

Dear Mr. Director:

The following bills were received at the White
House on June 27th:

S.J. Res. 98 v/ H.R. 1421+ H.R. 3382+

S. 2003 v . H.R. 1510 ¥ H.R. 3526
H.R. 1387 V H.R. 1556”7 H.R. 5217 /
H.R. 1388 7 H.R. 1549Y H.R. 6500 v

H.R. 1393 ~ H.R. 2109+, H.R. T709 v
H.R. 1408~ ER 2119 v E.R. 8030 v
H.R. 1410/ H.R. 2946 v

Please let the President have reports and
recomendations as to the approval of these
bills as soon as possible. -

Sincerely,

Robert D. Linder
Chief Executive Clerk

The Honorable James T. Lymn
Directox

Office of Mansgement and Budget
Washington, D. C.
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