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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE ACTION 
WASHINGTON 

Last Day: December 31 

December 24, 1974 

THE PRESIDENT 

KEN COLE 

Enrolled Bill S. 3397 - Relief of 
Jose Isrnarnardo Reyes-Morelos 

Attached for your consideration isS. 3397, sponsored by 
Senator Griffin, which would waive provisions of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act to enable beneficiary to 
move to his adoptive horne. 

OMB recommends approval and provides additional background 
information in its enrolled bill report (Tab A). 

Max Friedersdorf and Phil Areeda both recommend approval. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign S. 3397 (Tab B). 

Digitized from Box 16 of the White House Records Office Legislation Case Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

DECJ 0 W4 

~~~ MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

()IJ\\~i-11 Subject: Enrolled Bill S. 3397 ·. - Relief of Jose Ismarnardo 
\~ Reyes-Morelos rg Sponsor - Sen. Griffin (R) Michigan 

'JC) ,~'' 
Last Day for Action 

December 31, 1974 - Tuesday 

Purpose 

To waive prov1.s1.ons of the Immigration and Nationality Act 
to enable beneficiary to move to his adoptive home. 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

Immigration and Naturalization Service 
Department of State 

Discus~sion 

Approval · 

Approval 
No objection 

Beneficiary is a 3 year old native and citizen of Mexico now 
living in an orphanage in Mexico. Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence A. 
Lemmen of Eaton Rapids, Michigan plan to adopt beneficiary. 
They solicited the private relief bill because they have already 
filed immediate relative petitions on behalf of other alien 
adoptive children and they are permitted no more under the law. 

Were they to wait for the normal process to ensue, several years 
would pass and they hope to bring the child into their family 
while it is very young. · 

Mr. Lenunen is a u.s. citizen by birth, is employed as a payroll 
supervisor at a salary of approximately· $21,000 a year. 
Mrs. Lenunen is not employed outside their home. They own .their 
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home valued at about $60,000 and have savings of approximately 
$40,000. Mrs. Lemmen is a naturalized u.s·. citizen born in 
Canada. They have adopted three children, ages 12, 9, and 4, 
who now live in their home. · 

. 
Enclosures 

11~~ 
Assistant Director for 
Legislative Reference 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

Honorable Roy L. Ash 
Director, Office of Management 

and Budget 
Washington, D.C. 20503 

Dear Mr. Ash: 

DEC 1 t 1974 ·· 

Reference is made to Mr. Rommel's communication 
of December 18, 1974, transmitting for comment 
enrolled bills S. 3397 "For the relief of 
Jose Ismarnardo Reyes-'Morelos" and S. 3578 
"For the relief of Anita Tomasi 11

• 

This Department has no objection to the enactment 
of these bills. 

Sincerely yours, 

inwood Ho ton~ 
Assistant Secretary for 
Congressional Relations 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JtJ51TICE 
lMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE 

Washington 25, D.C. 

PL.ItA"IE AUilllltot1U8 III:I"LV TO 

O.'P"ICit OP" THE COMMISSIONER DEC 2 o 1974 
AND IICFEI'I "1'<11 "'!l''IS I'ILit NO. 

A20 659 093 

TO OFFICE_OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

SUBJECT: Enrolled Private Bill No. s. 3397 Office of Management 

CO Fonn 18 
(REV. 1-17-72) 

------------------
and Budget request dated December 18 1 1974. 

Beneficiary or Beneficiaries __ J_o_s_e __ I_s_ma_r_n_a_r_d_o __ __;:_ ___ Mo_r_e._l,_o_s _____ _ 

Pursuant to your request for the views of the D~partment of Justice on 
the subject bill, a review has been madP of the facsimile of the bill, there­
lating Congressional Committee report or reports, and all pertinent information 
in the files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service 

On the basis of this review the Immigration and ·Naturalization Service, 
on behalf of the Department of Justice: 

Qg Recommends approval of the bill. 

0 Interposes no objection to approval of the bill 

Sincerely, 

~ ~~4.·-..Q·~ 
CommiSSioner 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

DEC I 0 W4 

t · Bnroll.S Bill • 3397 - Relief of JoH raanard.o 
..,._a-Noreloa 

8poaeor - Sea. C.riffin (R) i 

Laa~ nax for Aetion 

~ 31, 1'74 - TuesQ:ay 

!!J."PO•• 
To waiw pzocwia1ona of ~he x.d.P"aticm aD4 ... ioaalit.y Ac• 
to eaable beaefioluy 'to JROYe t:o hia a4optive baatl. 

Office of Maaag81181l't and B\ld941t 

~gra~ioa and Waturaliaation SerYice 
Departaea~ of ftat:e 

Diaataaaioa 

Apprcwal 
Bo ob'enion 

lleaeficd.uy ia a 3 year olcl zuatin and aitiaa of Mexieo now 
11Yia9 ia an ozpbaDaye 1a Mexico. Mr. aad Mra. :t.awreDCe A. 
Laaen of Eat.oa Rapida, M19b19u plaa t.o ado~ buefiaiuJ. 
2bey ao11o1ted the private ~•lief bill beoau .. ~ bave already 
filed t-a41au rela~ive peUtJ.ona oD behalf of o~ alia 
a4opUve children aD4 they are penai"Md no more \1114er the law. 

Were they to •it for i!he nonaal proae•• to enaue, a.-...al 
vou14 paaa and ~hope to bl.-ia9 ~ ohi14 ln'to tiWih' i 
while it ia vuy young • 

. r . x.-.n au • . aitiae bJ' birt.h, 1• eaployed aa a payroll 

......,i•r at a aaluy of appz'OJd.aauly . 21,000 a J'41U'. 
Jlra. Lel8eD ia not aployed outaicle ithe1r holle. \'bey own their 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 23, 1974 

WARREN HENDRIKS 

MAX L. FRIEDERSDORF /IJ. ~ · 
Action Memorandum - Log No. 816 
Enrolled Bill S. 3397 - Relief of Jose Ismarnardo 

Reyes-More1os 

The Office of Legislative Affairs concurs in the attached proposal 
and has no additional recommendations. 

Attachment 



THE WHITE HO~USE 

ACTION MEMORANDUM WASHINGTON LOG NO.: 16 

Da.te: December 21, 197 j'v 
FOR ACTION: Geoff Shepard/t,~ 

Phil Areeda ~'-' 
Max Friedersdorf-6 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DUE: Da.te: Monday, December 23 

SUBJECT: 

Time: 3: 0 p. • 

cc (for information): Warren Hendriks 
Jerry Jones 

Time: 1:00 p. • 

Enrolled Bill s. 3397 - Relief of Jose Ismarnardo 
Reyes-More6os 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

-- For NecesSCll'Y Action ---z-- For Your Recommendations 

-- Prepare Agenda. a.nd Brief __ Dra.ft Reply 

Z---- For Your Comments Dra.ft Remarks 

REMARKS: 

Please retarn to Judy Johnston, Ground Floor West Wing 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

H you hcive a.ny questions or if you a.nticipa.te a. 
dela.y in submitting the required ma.teria.l, plea.se 
telephone the Sta.ff Secretary immedia.t,. 

K. R. COLE, JR. 
For the President 



THE WHITE·Hb:usE 

·ACTION MEMORANDCM WASHINGTON., LOG NO.: 816 

Date: December 21, 1974 

FOR ACTION: Geoff Shepard 
Phil Areeda ~.;, .. 
Max Friedersdorf 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DUE: Date: Monday, December 23 

SUBJECT: 

Time: 3:00 p.m. 

cc (for infdrmation): Warren Hendriks 
Jerry Jones 

Time: 1:00 p.m. 

Enrolled Bill S. 3397 - Relief of Jose Ismarnardo 
Reyes-Morelos 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

-- For Necessary Action -*-For Your Recommendations 

-- Prepare Agenda and Brief --Draft Reply 

x..__ For Your Comments --Draft Remarks 

REMARKS: 

Please return to Judy Johnston, Ground Floor West Wing 

\· 
PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

I£ you have any questions or if you anticipate a 
uela~j.' in submitting the required material, please 
telephone the Staff Secretary immediately. 

Viarren K. Hendriks-­
For thu Pr~sid~n\ 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

AIJTION MEMORANDUM WASHINGTON. LOG NO.: 816 

Da~: December 21, 1974 

FOR ACTION: Geoff Shepard/ 
Phil Areeda 
Max Friedersdorf 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DUE: Date: Monday, December 23 

SUBJECT: 

Time: 3:00 p.m. 

cc (for information): Warren Hendriks 
Jerry Jones 

Time: 1 : 0 0 p • m • 

Enrolled Bill S. 3397 - Relief of Jose Ismarnardo 
Reyes-Morelos 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

-- For Necessary Action ~ For Your Recommendations 

__ Prepare Agenda and Brief __ Draft Reply 

x._ For Your Comments __ Draft Remarks 

REMARKS: 

Please return to Judy Johnston, Ground Floor West Wing 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

If you have any questions or if you anticipate a 
delay in submitting the required material, please 
telephone the Staff Secretary immediately. 

warren K. Hendriks---­
For the Presiden\ 



Calendar No. 1138 
$)3D CoNam:ss 

~dSession 
SENATE T REPoRT 

No. 93-1198 

JOSE ISMARNARDO REYES-MORELOS 

OcTOBER 1, 1974.-0rdered to be printed 

Mr. EASTLAND, :from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
· submitted the following 

REPORT 
·[To accompany S. 3397] 

The Committee on the. Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(S. 3397) :for the relief of Jose Ismarn'ardo 'Reyes-Morelos, having 

considered the same, reports :favorably thereon with· an amendment 
and recommends that the bill, as amended, do pass. 

AMENDMENT 

,Beginning on line 1, page 2, strike the language 
and the provisions of section 245 (c) of the Act shall be in-
applicable in this case. · 

PURPOSE OF THE BILL 

The purpose of the bill, as amended~ is to facilitate the entry o:f the 
beneficiary into the United States as an immediate relative of the U.S. 
citizen parents by whom he is to be adopted. The purpose o:f the 
amendment is to delete reference to section 245 (c), since the bene­
ficiary is not in the United States. 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 

The beneficiary of the bill is a 3-year-old native and citiz~n of 
Mexico. He currently resides in an orphanage in Morelia, Michoacan, 
Mexico. He was abandoned at an early age and no information is 
available concerning his family. · 

The prospective adoptive father, Lawrence A. Lemmen, is a native 
and citizen o:f the United States. His wife is a naturalized U.S. citizen. 

38-010 
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/.tKe eoJ.Jplt} fesfd~ !in Eati;n Rapids, Mich. The Lemmens have two 
o~her ~opted. children. ., _.." ·~ "'r> , . . , .- ,, . . 
. ~ ·-~~t~r..,. with a~ached me~drlt:fui\:Hn, dated. ~lp.y 8, ·Hrt4_;: to th~ 
~P.M~m.an 9~~- ,S ... ~~~~-,CpiDlllld. tN:tt~~Ul~,-1t,4~ ,:I udic~ary from the Com­
missioner OI ~mmigrahon an atura IzatlOn With reference to the 
bill reads as follows: 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE, 

A-2065909&~ 
W ~M'0fl!fJ~ D.O., .fulp 8, 197!;. 

Hon. JAMES 0. EAsTLAND, 
Ohai1'7JWII'I,, Oomtmittee on the Judwia;!JJ, 
U.S. Senate, W a8hington, 7J1T. 

DEAR SEN ATOi: 'fn lfu~olli;J''Ui '~iir ·h~~e~e::fbr ' a report relative to 
the billS. 3397 for the reHef-~ Jase-Iflffia!'iMLrdo R~yes-Morelos, there 
is attached a memorandum of information concerning the beneficiary. 

The .J:ljJ.l;~fl~!d p~p~j~ Mrr -~Jt§ ~r_., ~a;wre:~;lCe,A.., LeJ?¥le:P.,.-~iti~ens 
of the -mltei'I 'Sta];'es, 'tO fl1e,f:tb IllJ.m~diate relative petition notwith­
standing the fact thatitifhlYlli~ve ~revrousfy 'filed and had approved 
petitions in behalf of other alien children. The bill would also permit 
the beneficiary, who is a na't!"A' (If tJi~!Vf~tern Hemisphere, to adjust 
to that of a permanent resident alien. It further provides that the 
natural brothers and si$ter.s of ~h.e.Jooneticiary shall not by virtue of 
:w~ del~tion,:hip .be accorded any rig~~' J?rivilege, or s~atus und~r, the 

. . fA~nt\ena.Cim~nt of -~h~ b~ll>. ~h~ 'OO,!lefi<?iary, a native of. Me~w,·. is 
-~ to.the:ttmllU!,r.rcarl tnurttttt()n; if@ tmJr11grants froni the: West­
ern HemispherQ<:'Mlil ~~Ul~ be ·taquiroo'io:·obtain a ;visa outside: the 
United States. 

Sincerely, 

. ' 
. 

. ::LEQNARD F~ CHAPJJ:A~, ;rr.1 . 
li OrTI/TfWJ8'UYfter. 

MEMORANDUM OF INFORMATION FROM IMMIGRATION ANp 
NATURALIZATION SERVICE FILES RE S. 3397 

· Information concehihig the' case was obtained from Mr. 
~nA. :M;r~.1 ~4,awr~~. :4· ,:4m.:qlen. p._t4e ~~~spectiv~ adpptiv~· 
parents .en: t.h.e . ~~~.LJ.'y, , , ., : . . 
lh~ )?ene§pi~rY.~- JR.~~· J8Ji;¥trpar~Q. R~y,~.-¥qrelos, a n~t~v~ 

a!ld c~:ti~en 9f -¥-9l':Icp, was born Qll- Qp,obe:r t, 1971. He w~s 
'abandoned s?ineti'~e after birthtJ,~d no ~nfprm~tioz: is av~l~ 
able concernmg his parents or other members of his family. 
He resides in Moreijth ,l;li.\(ho.a~~ Ma?'~co, in an orphanage 
operated by the Roman Cathohc Church. 

·Liii,Wtence :A:. LeJmnen is aU,$. ~iz~ by bjrth in Ionia; · 
Mish,; Q~iNQ~}je~:-~&,:l·~H!;.. He r~oeiv:ed a htlcbel<>r's degree 
i» ;~~si.l;t~s~ilm~ni$1Jti~Jl from.: Ul~ IJwv~J:Sity of Michigan, 
and is employed as a ' payroll supervisor at ~1,000 annually. 
klifl ;~rj~, Chf'isti~Hlt lt> a iW-ti_v;e Ot c~nada, born on July ·1, 
~~l.S,. apfl,has ~e» ''l#tl,~r!lli.sed ~sa U.S. citizen. She is a high 
school graduate and is not employed outside of their home. 
They were married on August 15, 1970, and reside in Eaton 
Rapids, Mich. Mr. Lemmen has not been previously m!l-rfi~P,. 

S.R. 119. 

Mrs. LWJDJ.IlR'~ first :m,a£ri,age enqed in divorce in Ocmber 
1953 . .An adult. son, bo~Ii ·~f. ·t4Q.t marriage, xe&ides i.Jl.APi~ona. 
Mr. anq )irs. Leunnen ~~¥~ adopted two .. c:hUdren; Mary 
~a~'hl'l~i:p~ ~pp. 'l'heres.e M~d~, ~atiy.~ -~·l\:qrea, now ~g~s 
12 and 9, wlio w~!:~J~wfu1Jy,p.dm.jt~qcm.<t~Uwted:Stl)tes-f'S}t 
permanent residence as ehgibie orphan~· n:ri OctOb~J'- ~fi, 191'1. 
T.h~y 'ttEW<Jr.~1~1 public school. In 1972, a third -child, 
Anthony Josen now :me 4, a~tive-"h~tn ... ;.;.,.en Wll"'-
d - d' b .. h .. -+, . ,,~"rr -, ·_ .... , , .. ., . .. ,.r.:.:·- -~~ · )(>\'"....,..r,;· ~ . . ~ 
. .. .. , ··r .. ,, ·· • , .,. , '··~tn: . ~ rrU ,, - s. . .'-ffiJIWJ?: a opte h t em I · - ~ans n~ "Mil'< ·· ··l~. d. · r ~ · e · 

own the1r · ome, whic ··kva:1tM·at '$60;000: 'T:fiey h'i.tve stocks 
and bonds totaling- $40,000, l{!,e insurance in the amount of 
$125,000, and furmture and personal effects worth $10,000. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lemmen learned of the beneficiary from 
friends who had previously adopted a child from the same 
orphanage. They intend to adopt the beneficiary in the United 
States, and will raise him as their own child. They advised 
that the beneficiary is being registered for an immigrant visa 
at an American Consulate in Mexico. The latest informa­
tion ind~cates that numbers currently being issued under the 
Western Hemisphere limitation are for applicants with 
priority dates earlier than March 15, 1972. 

Senator Robert P. Griffin, the author of the bill, has submitted the · 
following information in connection with the case: 

Hon. RoBERT P. GRIFFIN, 
U.S. Senate, 
Wa8hington, D.O. 

EATON RAPIDS, MICH., 
April 20, 197 #. 

DEAR SENATOR GRIFFIN: Thank you for your reply of April 8, 1974, 
to my inquiry regarding our desire to adopt a third alien orphan child . 

With your reply, you enclosed a copy of the Department of State's 
commumcation of March 27, 1974, addressed to you regarding our 
situation. This letter indicated that the child we wish to adopt (born 
in New Mexico) could be issued a Western Hemisphere immigrant 
visa only when a quota number became available. It further states 
that numbers under the Western Hemisphere numerical limitation 
will be available in April, 1974 for those who have registration dated 
before February 15, 1972. 

It's quite disheartening to my wife and myself to think we will be 
prevented from providing our love and a home to this little 3-year-old 
boy for a minimum of another 2 years or more because of these official 
restrictions. We have some friends who formerly lived in Lansing 
(now of Alma, Mich.) who also had adopted two Korean alien chil­
dren and wished to adopt another unrelated Korean alien child. Sub­
sequently, through the efforts of Representative Charles Chamberlain, 
they were successful in obtaining a visa through the passage of a spe­
cial bill in Congress. Accordingly, we would be very grateful if you 
would be able to introduce a special bill in Congress, on our behalf, 
which would authorize the issuance of a visa for the admission of the 
following alien child: 

Jose Ismarnardo Reyes-Morelos 
Birth Date: 10-4-71 
Morelia, Michoacan, Mexico 

S.R. 1198 I~ [ 



Again, my wife and I wish to thank you for your efforts on our 
behalf and hope you will be able to introduce a special bill that will 
enable us to obtam a visa for the entry of the little Mexican boy. If 
you should require any further information that we can furnish, please 
feel free to contact us by letter or by phone, collect. 

Bespeetfully yours, 
LA.'\VRENCB A. LEMMEN. 

The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the ca;se4 is of 
the opinion that the bill (S. 3397), as amended, should be enactea.. 

0 

· s~R.. 119S 
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JtintQ!~third Q:ongrtSs of tht !inittd ~tattS of 2lmcrica 
AT THE SECOND SESSION 

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Monday, the twenty-first day of January, 
one thousand nine hundred and seventy-four 

Sln Slct 
For the relief of Jose Ismarnardo Reyes-Morelos. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Hou$e of Representatives of the 
United States of A:meriaa in Oongress a,$Sembled, That, in the admin­
istration of the Immigration and Nationality Act, section 204(c) of 
the Act, relating to the number of petitions which may be approved 
in behalf of children, shall be inapplicable in the case of a petition 
filed in behalf of Jose Ismarnardo Reyes-Morelos by Mr. and Mrs. 
Lawrence A. Lemmen, citizens of the United States: Provided, That 
the brothers or sisters of the beneficiary shall not by virtue of such 
relationship be accorded any right, privilege, or status under the 
Immigration and Nationality Act. 

Speaker of the HoUBe of Representatives. 

Viae P1•esident of the United States and 
President of the Senate. 



Dear Jlr. Director: 

t.rbe toll.owi~ b1ll.a were received at the White 
Jblae 00 December 19th: 

. '-".J. -~ 23'> 8. 1!638 .I;. s. 3578.,; / ... 
s. 1847 -t. s. 3341Vx s. 3615 v 
S. 1~ /_'1 S. 3397~ LR. 3538_ , / ~ 
S. 1.263 ~"'- S. 341.8 i B.R. J.ll.\olt( / Y 
S. 1357 ./.} S. 3489 ~ B.R. 159121£ 'i 
s. 2125 --,.. S. 3518 V'~ B.lt. l.66o9 "/ ~ 
s. 2!5941/'1. s. 3574 ~ a.R. 1.6901/ i-

Please let tbe President have J"e)al"ta aDd 
rec~ationa &8 to tbe ClJPlon.l or these 
bills as aoon as JOS&ible. 

~ JloDorable Bay L. Ash 
Director 

8~, 

Robert D. LiDder 
Chief hecut.i:we Clerk 

Ottice o:f' )lenagement &Di Bu&Saet 
WuMQgt.cm, D. C. 




