The original documents are located in Box 10, folder “10/18/74 HR5641 Land Conveyance
New Mexico State University” of the White House Records Office: Legislation Case Files at
the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.

Copyright Notice
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald R. Ford donated to the United
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public
domain. The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to
remain with them. If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.

Exact duplicates within this folder were not digitized.



P
i

5 £
W\&%%gitized from the White House Records Office: Case Legislation Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
“ \%\Q‘M THE WHITE HOUSE ACTION

0 WASHINGTON Last Day - October 19

October 17, 1974

A5 1619
o) volt 9
To are /83 MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT
FROM: KEN COZE
SUBJECT: Enrolled Bill H.R. 5641

Land conveyance, New Mexico
State University

Attached for your consideration is House bill, H.R. 5641,
sponsored by Representative Runnels, which authorizes the
Secretary of the Interior to convey approximately 4,342
acres of land to the New Mexico State University at Las
Cruces, New Mexico.

Roy Ash recommends approval and provides you with additional
background information in his enrolled bill report (Tab A).

We have checked with Secretary Morton, the Counsel's office
(Chapman), and Bill Timmons who also recommend approval.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign House bill H.R. 5641 (Tab B).




\\\& EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
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\g WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
Subject: Enrolled Bill H.R. 5641 - Land conveyance,

New Mexico State University
Sponsor - Rep. Runnels (D) New Mexico

Last Day for Action

October 19, 1974 - Saturday

Pur pose

Authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to convey approxi-
mately 4,342 acres of land to the New Mexico State University
at Las Cruces, New Mexico.

Agency Recommendations

Office of Management and Budget Approval
Department of the Interior Approval
National Aeronautics and Space Administration No objection
General Services Administration No objection
Discussion

Under provisions of the Recreation and Public Purposes Act,
the Secretary of the Interior may dispose of public lands to
a State for any public purpose if the need for a proposed
project can be demonstrated. Conveyances are limited to

640 acres in any one calendar yvear and the Secretary is
authorized to fix the sales price through appraisal or
otherwise, after taking into consideration the purpose for
which the lands are to be used. When such lands are sold
for educational purposes to State or local governments the
price is not less than $2.50 per acre.



Notwithstanding the acreage limitations in the Act cited
above, H.R. 5641 would authorize the Secretary of the
Interior to convey approximately 4,342 acres of land to
the New Mexico State University at Las Cruces, New Mexico.
Recent estimates place the value of the land to be about
$400 per acre.

With the exception of a 160 acre tract, the lands that would
be subject to the acreage exception have already been with-
drawn from the public domain by two public land orders:

(1) 1,393 acres withdrawn for use by the University for
educational purposes; and (2) 2,789 acres withdrawn for the
use of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration for
research being conducted at the University.

In reporting to the Congress on H.R. 5641, Interior noted
-that:

"Because the University does not yet have a plan
showing definite proposed projects, it is not
possible at this time to evaluate the need for
and the intended use of the lands, nor have we
made a study to determine whether the lands have
values which would prevent conveyance under the
Recreation and Public Purposes Act. However, we
would have no objection to enactment of the
legislation provided that it merely waives the
acreage limitation and that any patent would be
issued in accordance with the other standards and
guidelines of the Recreation and Public Purposes
Act."

The bill would require the University to conform with the
other provisions of that Act, as Interior recommended.

In its views letter on the enrolled bill, NASA states that
it would have no objection to approval of H.R. 5641 upon the
condition that its improvements be used for research purposes
and provided that it can retain ownership and the right to
transfer, abandon or otherwise dispose of those improvements
with no obligation to restore the underlying land. In this
regard, Interior has informally advised us that the
conveyance conditions requested by NASA will be incorporated
in any conveyance patent.
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Finally, we note that several exceptions to this type of
acreage limitation have been enacted in recent years.

Also, legislation has passed in the Senate and is pending

in the House which would give the Secretary general
authority to make such acreage exceptions and thus eliminate
the need for private bills such as H.R. 5641.

ot Rt

Assistant Director for
Legislative Reference

Enclosures
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United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

0CTq - 1974

Dear Mr. Ash:

This responds to your request for our:views on the enrolled bill
H,R. 5641, "To authorize the comveyance of certain lands to the
New Mexico State University, Las Cruces, New Mexico."

We recommend that the President approve the enrolled bill,

The enrolled bill would authorize the Secretary to convey approximately
4,342 acres of land to the New Mexico State University in accordance
with the Recreation and Public Purposes Act, L4h4 Stat., T4l as amended,
43 U,8.¢. §869 to 869-4 (1970), notwithstanding the acreage limitation
of 640 acres per year in that Act.

The Congress has adopted the Department's recommended amendments
which would ensure that any conveyance would be subject to all the
requirements of the Recreation and Public Purposes Act except the acreage
limitations. Conveyance would therefore be conditioned on submission
of a satisfactory plan for use of the land, it would be subject to a
reservation of all minerals and it would be subject to a reverter

to ensure that the land is used for specified public purposes. The
Congress adopted an additional suggestion by the Department that the
authorization for the conveyance be expanded to ineclude 160 acres
which are adjacent to the lands to be conveyed and which would become
isolated public lands if not included in the conveyance.

of the Intgr

Honorable Roy L. Ash
Director

Office of Management and Budget
Washington, D. C. 205@3




NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION
WasHINGTON, D.C, 20546

OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR

0CT 9 1974

Directoxr

Office of Management and Budget
Executive Office of the President
Washington, DC 20503

Attention: Assistant Director
for Legislative Reference

Subject: Enrolled Enactment Report on H.R. 5641, 93rd Congress

This is a report on the Enrolled Bill, H.R. 5641, "To authorize

" - the conveyance of certain lands to the New Mexico State
University, Las Cruces, New Mexico." It is submitted pursuant
to Mr. Wilfred H. Rommel's memorandum of October 7, 1974.

The Enrclled Bill would authorize the Secretary of the Interior
to convey all or any part of approximately 4,342 acres of land,
described in the Bill, to the New Mexico State University (NMSU).
The conveyance would be authorized in accordance with the
Recreation and Public Purposes Act, as amended, 43 U.S.C. 869,
notwithstanding the acreage limitation of 640 acres per year

set by that Act.

The land authorized for conveyance consists of 1,393 acres
described in Public Land Order (PLO) 2051, 2,789 acres described
in PLO 3685, and 160 acres forming an enclave within the
exterior boundaries of the aforementioned PLO's. PLO 2051
withdrew public lands for use by NMSU for research purposes

in connection with Federal programs. NASA-owned improvements
known as the Antenna Test Range have been erected on this land.
PLO 3685 withdrew public lands for the protection of NASA
facilities, i.e., to form a buffer zone for the Antenna Test
Range.

In 1971, NASA was advised by NMSU of its desire to acquire
approximately 10,582 acres of land including the 4,342 acres
provided for in the Enrolled Bill. The University planned

to initiate this acquisition so that its continuing research
work requiring these lands would not be jeopardized. However,
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before any NMSU purchase of the lands withdrawn for NASA could
be authorized, it was necessary that NASA give its permission.
By way of cooperation with NMSU's plan, NASA, by letter to

the State Director, Bureau of Land Management, dated January 26,
1972, gave the prerequisite permission. The NASA letter stated
in part:

"... we perceive no objection to the purchase by the
University of the NMSU and NASA withdrawn land upon the
condition that both areas, including the NASA-owned
improvements thereon, would continue to be held
in connection with University conducted research
and development work for NASA and others."”

The giving of the NASA permission was conditioned upon both the
special enabling legislation and the transfer document pro-
viding as follows:

"(a) None of the NASA-owned antenna facilities or
other NASA-owned improvements are to be disposed
of with the underlying land, and

(b) The Government/NASA reserves the right to
transfer, abandon, or otherwise dispose of these
NASA-owned improvements with no obligation to
restore the underlying land."

Although the Enrolled Bill does not contain the above conditions,
it is our understanding that these conditions are acceptable to
the Department of the Interior and to NMSU and will be included
in the transfer document. If these conditions are made part of
the terms of the NMSU acquisition, NASA would have no objection
to approval of this legislation.

Sincerely,

Xlaui{»o w Lo

ames C. Fletcher
dministrator




UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

WASHINGTON, DC 20405

0CT 9 1974

Honorable Roy L, Ash
Director, Office of
Management and Budget
Washington, DC 20503

Dear Mr, Ash:

By referral dated October 7, 1974, from the Assistant Director

for Legislative Reference, your office requested the views of

the General Services Administration on enrolled bill H, R, 564l,
93rd Congress, an act ''To authorize the conveyance of certain lands
to the New Mexico State University, Las Cruces, New Mexico,"

GSA has no objection to Presidential approval of the enrolled bill,
It appears, however, that the citation to ''43 U,S,C, 869-4" should
be to 43 IJ.S.C., 869(b)",

Arthur F.
Administrator

Keep Freedom in Your Future With U.S. Savings Bonds
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ACTION MEMORANDUM ‘ WASHINGTON L.OG NO.: 659

Date: October 1 1974 Time: ’ 10:00 a.m.

FOR ACTION: chael Duval cc (for information): Warren K. Hendriks
hil Buchen Jerry Jones
Bill Timmons ‘ Paul Theis

Norm Ross

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY

DUE: Date: Thursday, October 17, 1974 Time: 2:08 p.m.

SUBJEGT: Enrolled Bill H.R. 5641 - Land conveyance,
New Mexico State University

ACTION REQUESTED:

For Necessary Action XX For Your Recommendaiions
Prepare Agenda and Brief — Draft Reply
For Your Cormaments —we Draft Remorks

REMARKS:

Please return to Kathy Tindle - West Wing
N ptpt b
p.C.

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED.

If you have any questions: or if you anticipate a -
delay in submiiting the required material, rlease Viarren K. Hendriks
telephone the Staff Secretary immediately. ¥or the President



THE WHITE HOUSE ‘ S ,
WASHINGTON N -
October 16, 1974 '

MEMORANDUM FOR: MR. WARREN HENDRIKS

FROM: WILLIAM E. TIMMONSM

SUBJECT: Action Memorandum - Log No. 659
Enrolled Bill H,R, 5641 - Land Conveyance,
New Mexico State University '

The Office of Legislative Affairs concurs in the attached
proposal and has no additional recommendations. '

Attachment . R N



" THE WHITE HOUSE

AUTION NM.EMORANDUM WASHINGTOR | LOG NO.: 659

Date: October 15, 1974 Time: ' 10:00 a.m.

FOR ACTION: Micghkael Duval 7 cc (for information): Warren K. Hendriks
PKil Buchen Jerry Jones
ill Timmons ' ~ Paul Theis

Norm Ross

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY

DUE: Date: Thursday, October 17, 1974 Time: 2:00 p.m.

SUBJEGT: Enrolled Bill H.R. 5641 - Land conveyance,
New Mexico State University

ACTION REQUESTED:

For Necessary Action XX For Your Recommendations
— . Prepare Agenda and Brief — Draft Reply
For Your Comments ... Draft Remarks

REMARKS:

Please return to Kathy Tindle - West Wing

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED.

If you -have any questions or if you -anticipate a -
delay in submilling the required material, plecse Varren K. Hendriks
telephone the Staff Secretary immediaiely. For the President
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‘ THE WHITE HOUSE

ACTION MEMORANDUM WASHINGTON ' LOG NO.: 659

Date: October 1974 Time: 10:00 a.m.

FOR ACTION: ¥YMichael Duval cc (for information): Warren K. Hendriks
Phil Buchen Jerry Jones
Bill Timmons Paul Theis

Norm Ross

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY

DUE: Date: Thursday, October 17, 1974 Time: 2:00 p.m.

SUBJECT: Enrolled Bill H.R. 5641 - Land conveyance,
New Mexico State University

ACTION REQUESTED:

For Necessary Action XX For Your Recommendations
Prepare Agenda and Brief — Draft Reply
For Your Comments ——— Draft Remarks

REMARKS:

Please return to Kathy Tindle - West Wing

oK Yo Dt /558

Kathy - This looks alright to me - Norm Ross 10-16-74

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED.

If you have any questions or if you anticipate a = ~ ———
delay in submiiting the required material, please Warren K. Hendriks
telephone the Staff Secretary immediately. For the President



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
{'A OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET

i’lé WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
Subject: Enrolled Bill H.R. 5641 - Land conveyance,

New Mexico State University
Sponsor - Rep. Runnels (D) New Mexico

Last Day for Action

October 19, 1974 - Saturday

Purpose

Authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to convey approxi-
mately 4,342 acres of land to the New Mexico State University

at Las Cruces, New Mexico.

Agency Recormendations

Office of Management and Budget Approval
Department of the Interior Approval
National Aeronautics and Space Administration No objection
General Services Administration No objection
Discussion

Under provisions of the Recreation and Public Purposes Act,
the Secretary of the Interior may dispose of public lands to
a State for anv public purpose if the need for a proposed
project can be demonstrated. Conveyances are limited to

640 acres in any one calendar year and the Secretary is
authorized to fix the sales price through appraisal or
otherwise, after taking into consideration the purpose for
which the lands are to be used. When such lands are sold
for educational purposes to State or local governments the
price is not less than $2.50 per acre.
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Notwithstanding the acreage limitations in the Act cited
above, H.R. 5641 would authorize the Secretary of the
Interior to convey approximately 4,342 acres of land to
the New Mexico State University at Las Cruces, New Mexico.
Recent estimates place the value of the land to be about
$400 per acre.

With the exception of a 160 acre tract, the lands that would
be subject to the acreage exception have already been with-
drawn from the public domain by two public land orders:

(1) 1,393 acres withdrawn for use by the University for
educational purposes; and (2) 2,789 acres withdrawn for the
usé of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration for
research being conducted at the University.

In reporting to the Congress on H.R. 5641, Interior noted

-that:

"Because the University does not yet have a plan
showing definite proposed projects, it is not
possible at this time to evaluate the need for
and the intended use of the lands, nor have we
made a study to determine whether the lands have
values which would prevent convevance under the
Recreation and Public Purposes Act. However, we
would have no objection to enactment of the
legislation provided that it merely waives the
acreage limitation and that any patent would be
issued in accordance with the other standards and
guidelines of the Recreation and Public Purposes
Act."”

The bill would require the University to conform with the
other provisions of that Act, as Interior recommended.

In its views letter on the enrolled bill, NASA states that
it would have no objection to approval of H.R. 5641 upon the
condition that its improvements be used for research purposes
and provided that it can retain ownership and the right to
transfer, abandon or otherwise dispose of those improvements
with no obligation to restore the underlying land. 1In this
regard, Interior has informally advised us that the
conveyance conditions requested by NASA will be incorporated
in any conveyance patent.



Finally, we note that several exceptions to this type of
acreage limitation have been enacted in recent vears.

Also, legislation has passed in the Senate and is pending

in the House which would give the Secretary general
authority to make such acreage exceptions and thus eliminate
the need for private bills such as H.R. 5641. ‘

(signed) Wilfred H. Rozmsl

Assistant Director for
Legislative Reference

Enclosures



Calendar No. 1160

93p (CONGRESS SENATE REPORT
2d Session No. 93-1220

AUTHORIZING THE CONVEYANCE OF CERTAIN LANDS
TO THE NEW MEXICO STATE UNIVERSITY, LAS
CRUCES, N. MEX.

OcToBER 3, 1974.—Ordered to be printed

Mr. BisLg, from the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs,
submitted the following

REPORT

[To accompany H.R. 5641]

The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, to which was re-
ferred the Act (H.R. 5641) to authorize the conveyance of certain
lands to the New Mexico State University, Las Cruces, N. Mex.,
having considered the same, reports favorably thereon without
amendment and recommends that the act do pass.

H.R. 5641, as ordered reported, is as follows:

That notwithstanding the acreage limitation in the Act of
June 14, 1926, as amended (43 U.S.C. 869—4), the Secretary
of the Interior may convey to the New Mexico State Uni-
versity at Las Cruces, New Mexico, in accordance with the
provisions of that Act, all or any part of the following
described lands:
(1) Those lands described in Public Land Order
Numbered 2051, containing 1,393.19 acres;
(2) Those lands described in Public Liand Order
Numbered 3685, containing 2,789.07 acres; and
(3) Southwest quarter, section 14, township 23 south,
range 2 east, New Mexico principal meridian, consisting
of 160 acres.
All of the above-described lands lie in sections 13, 14, 15, 22,
23, 24, 25, 26, and 35, township 23 south, range 2 east,
New Mexico principal meridian.

'88-016
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I. PurprosE

The purpose of H.R. 5641 is to convey all right, title and interest of
the United States in 4,342.26 acres of Federal land to the New Mexico
State University, Las Cruces, New Mexico.

I1. ExrraxaTioN

The lands in question lie adjacent to the eastern boundary of the
campus of the New Mexico State University. The University wishes
to purchase the land, but under the Recreation and Public Purposes
Act (43 U.S.C. 869, 44 Stat. 741) a state university is allowed to pur-
chase only 640 acres of land each year from the Bureau of Land Man-
agement. The legislation waives this 640 acres per year limitation.

The lands have been withdrawu from the public domain by two
public land orders. One order (PLO 2051) withdrew 1,393 acres for
use by the University for educational purposes, the other order (PLO
3685) withdrew 2,789 acres for the use of the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration for research being conducted at the Univer-
sity. The Bureau of Land Management has no objection to enactment
of the legislation provided it would merely waive the acreage limita-
tion and that any patent would be issued in accordance with the other
standards and guidelines of the Recreation and Public Purposes Act.
The National Aeronautics and Space Administration has no objection
to relinquishing its withdrawal upon the condition its improvements
may be used for research purposes and that it retain ownership of
those improvements.

The University, the present campus of which totals approximately
2,068 acres, has been conducting research for several years on over
10,500 acres of Bureau of Land Management land. The University’s
Physical Science Laboratory is currently using part of the land for
antenna research and development under two contracts with the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration. Other research is being
done for the Air Force Cambridge Research Laboratories and the
Naval Research Laboratories. The Department of Astronomy is con-
ducting planetary observation from the land under another grant from
the National Aeronautics and Space Administration. Seismograph
research is being conducted on earthquake predictions. Finally, both
the Biology Department and the Wildlife Department are using the
area for habitat studies.

The University has entered into a cooperative use and research
agreement with the Bureau of Land Management on 6,400 acres of the
over 10,500 acres. The State Director of the BLM has advised the
University that the best course to be followed concerning the remaining
acreage, would be to have legislation enacted allowing it to be
purchased as one piece. There is no known opposition from any
source to the proposed purchase acquisition by the University.

The land lies on a rolling alluvial plain extending westward from the
Organ Mountain range. The Federal Government would retain the
mineral rights on the land. Acquisition of those rights is not being
sought by the University. Some 20,000 tons of fluorspar have been
mined from part of the land. The land may also be valuable for sand,
gravel, and other minerals, as well as potential geothermal resources.

S.R. 1220
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There are no streams on the land and wildlife populations are low.
The land is not leased for grazing purposes and the soils have no po-
tential for agricultural development.

The estimated value of the land is placed at $400 per acre. The

urchase price for land conveyed under the Recreation and Public
urposes Act may be less than fair market value as the price depends
on the purpose for which the land is to be used.

The purpose of this legislation is not unique. Exceptions to the
acreage limitations of the Recreation and Public Purposes Act have
recently been made in other instances: the Act of December 24, 1969
(83 Stat. 445), and the Act of October 15, 1970 (84 Stat. 978).

Enactment of S. 2013, as ordered reported by the Committee on
September 14, 1973, and passed the Senate on October 16, 1973, would
malke it unnecessary to enact private bills such as H.R. 5641 to address
individual situations when the acreage limitation of the Recreation
and Public Purposes Act proves to be too limiting. As the bill has not
been enacted into law, however, the Committee chose to report H.R.
5641.

I1I. LecistaTive HisTory

H.R. 5641 was introduced in the House of Representatives by
Mr. Runnels. S. 2429, a measure identical to H.R. 5641, was intro-
duced by Senator Montoya on September 18, 1973. The House
Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs amended H.R. 5641 to
eliminate any inference the land might be conveyed without a mineral
reservation or without conditions for the use of the land. It also
added 160 acres which were inadvertently left out of H.R. 5641.
Both amendments were recommended by the Department of the
Interior. The measure was reported to the House of Representatives
on April 11, 1974. It passed the House on May 6, 1974.

The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs held a hearing on
H.R. 5641 and S. 2429 on July 17, 1974, and ordered H.R. 5641
reported by a unanimous voice vote in open mark-up session on
August 9, 1974. The full Committee in open mark-up session on
September 10, 1974, ordered the measure reported to the Senate by
& unanimous voice vote.

IV, Cosr

Enactment of H.R. 5641 will not result in any expenditure of
Federal funds.
V. ComuiTTEE RECOMMENDATION

The Committee, by unanimous voice vote, in open mark-up session
on September 10, 1974, recommended that H.R. 5641 be enacted.

VI. TaBurarioNn oF VorEs Cast

As the unanimous voice votes to report H.R. 5641 by Subcommittee
and full Committee were previously announced by the Committee
in accord with the provisions of section 133(b) of the Legislative
Reorganization Act of 1946, as amended, tabulation of the votes in
this Committee Report is unnecessary.

S.R. 1220
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VII. ExecuTive COMMUNICATIONS

No departmental report on H.R. 5641 was submitted to the Com-
mittee. Printed below is the report of the Department of the Interior
on S. 2429, the report of the Department of the Interior to the House
Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs on H.R. 5641, and the
statement of George L. Turcott, Associate Director, Bureau of Land
Management, Department of the Interior, on S. 2429 and H.R. 5641
at the July 17, 1974, Public Lands Subcommittee hearing.

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
. OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY,
Washington, D.C., July 11, 1974.
Hon. Henry M. Jacksox,
Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, U.S. Senate,
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Cuarman: This responds to your request for this De-
partment’s views on S. 2429, a biﬁ “To authorize the conveyance of
certain lands to the New Mexico State University, Las Cruces, New
Mexico.”

We have no objection to enactment of the bill if it is amended as
recommended below.

S. 2429 would authorize the Secretary of the Interior to convey all
right, title and interest of the United States in 4,182.26 acres of land
to the New Mexico State University at Las Cruces, New Mexico in
administering the Recreation and Public Purposes Act, 44 Stat. 741
as amended, 43 U.S.C. § 869 to 869-4 (1970), notwithstanding the
acreage limitation of 640 acres per year designated in that Act.

The lands are adjacent to the eastern boundary of the University
campus and have been withdrawn from the public domain by two
public land orders (PLO). PLO 2051 withdrew 1,393 acres for the use
of the University for educational purposes and PLO 3685 withdrew
2,789.07 acres for the use of the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA) for research ‘being conducted at the Uni-
versity. .

These lands lie on a rolling alluvial plain extending westward from
the Organ Mountains. The Geological Survey records indicate that
20,000 tons of fluorspar had been mined from part of the lands until
1950 and that the lands are valuable for sand, gravel, other minerals
and geothermal resources. If ultimately we issue a patent for all or
part of these lands, we intend to reserve to the United States all
mineral deposits in the lands including sand and gravel, as required by
the Recreation and Public Purposes Act. Under the Geothermal
Steam Act of 1970, 84 Stat. 1573, 30 U.S.C. § 1024 (1970), these
mineral reservations are now construed to include geothermal re-
sources. ‘

There are no streams on the lands and wildlife populations are low.
The lands are not leased for grazing purposes and the soils have no
potential for agricultural development.

The estimated value of the lands is $300 per acre. The price for land
conveyed under the Recreation and Public Purposes Act depends on
the purpose for which the land will be used.

S.R. 1220
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NASA is willing to relinquish its withdrawal upon the condition that
the land and NASA’s improvements thereon continue to be used for
research activities conducted by the University for NASA and others,
that NASA retain ownership of the improvements, and that the
government (NASA) reserve the right to transfer, abandon or other-
wise dispose of the NASA-owned improvements with no obligation
to restore the land. ‘

Some of the subject lands are encumbered by unpatented mining
claims, rights-of-way, and one Recreation and Public Purposes lease.
To date, three unpatented mining-claims have been determined by
contest to be valid. Determination of the validity of the other claims
would be desirable before issuance of a patent pursuant to the Recrea-
tion and Public Purposes Act. Land within all valid claims would be
omitted from the patent unless the University first arranged with the
claimants to reimburse them for relinquishing their claims. The patent
would be subjeet to the rights-of-way on the land and would either
?mit or be subject to the existing Recreation and Public Purposes
ease.

The main campus of the University is approximately 2,068 acres
and with the proposed conveyance, it would be 6,250 acres. The present
enrollment is slightly over 9,000 and the anticipated enrollment for
1980 is 13,500 to 15,000. :

Because the University does not yet have a plan showing definite
Froposed projects, it is not possible at this time to evaluate the need
or and the intended use of the lands, nor have we made a study to
determine whether the lands have values which would prevent con-
veyance under the Recreation and Public Purposes Act. However,
we would have no objection to enactment of the legislation provided
that it merely waives the acreage limitation and that any patent
would be issued in accordance with the other standards and guidelines
of the Recreation and Public Purposes Act. Accordingly, we recom-
mend that in order to eliminate any inference that the lands might be
conveyed without .a mineral reservation or without conditions for use
gfuthe land, lines 3 through 11 on page one be amended to read as
ollows: .

“That notwithstanding the acreage limitation in the Act of June 14,
1926 as amended, 43 U.S.C. § 869-4, the Secretary of the Interior
may convey to the New Mexico State University at Las Cruces, New
Mexico in accordance with the provisions of that Act, all or any part
of the following described lands:”

- Exceptions to the acreage limitations of the Recreation and Public
Purposes Act have recently been made in a few other instances, the
Act of December 24, 1969, 83 Stat. 445, and the Act of October 15,
1970, 84 Stat. 978. In these cases, as in the instant case, the Depart-
ment determined that it was desirable to have the authority to
consider applications without regard to acreage limitations,

Within the exterior boundary of the lands deseribed in the bill,
there are 160 acres of public lands which the bill would not authorize
to be conveyed. For the purpose of continuity, we recommend that the
authorization include the 160 acres. This can be accomplished by
amending S. 2429 on page 2 as follows: delete the word “and” on line 2;
insert the word “and’ at the end of line 4; and insert the following
between lines 4 and 5:

S.R. 1220
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#(3) Southwest ¥4, section 14, township 23 south, range 2 east,
New Mexico principal meridian, consisting of 160 acres;”

The Office of Management and Budget has advised that there is no
objection to the presentation of this report from the standpoint of
the Administration’s program.

Sincerely yours,
Jack Horrox,
Assistant Secretary of the Interior.

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY,
Washington, D.C., June 13, 1978.
Hon. James A. HALEY,
Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, House of Rep-
resentatives, Washington, D.C.

Dear Mg. Cuarrvan: This responds to your request for this De-
partment’s views on H.R. 5641, a bill “To authorize the conveyance
of certain lands to the New Mexico State University, Las Cruces, New
Mexico.”

We have no objection to enactment of the bill if it is amended as
recommended below.

H.R. 5641 would authorize the Secretary of the Interior to convey
all right, title and interest of the United States in 4,182.26 acres of
land to the New Mexico State University at Las Cruces, New Mexico
in administering the Recreation and Public Purposes Act, 44 Stat.
741 as amended, 43 U.S.C. § 869 to 869—4 (1970), notwithstanding the
acreage limitation of 640 acres per year designated in that Act.

The lands are adjacent to the eastern boundary of the University
campus and have been withdrawn from the public domain by two
public land orders (PLO). PLO 2051 withdrew 1,393 acres for the
use of the University for educational purpoeses and PLO 3685 with-
drew 2,789.07 acres for the use of the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA) for research being conducted at the
University. .

These lands lie on a rolling alluvial plain extending westward from
the Organ Mountains. The Geological Survey records indicate that
20,000 tons of fluorspar had been mined from part of the lands until
1950 and that the lands are valuable for sand, gravel, other minerals
and geothermal resources. If ultimately we issue ‘a patent for all or
part of these lands, we intend to reserve to the United States all
mineral deposits in the lands including sand and gravel, as required
by the Recreation and Public Purposes Act. Under the Geothermal
Steam Act of 1970, 84 Stat. 1573, 30 U.S.C. § 1024 (1970), these min-~
eral reservations are now construed to include geothermal resources.

There are no streams on the lands and wildlife populations are low.
The lands are not leased for grazing purposes and the soils have no
potential for agricultural development.

The estimated value of the lands is $300 per acre. The price for land
conveyed under the Recreation . and Public Purposes Act depends on
the purpose for which the land will be used.
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NASA is willing to relinquish its withdrawal upon the condition
that the land and NASA’s improvements thereon continue to be used
for research activities conducted by the University for NASA and
others, that NASA retain ownership of the improvements, and that
the government (NASA) reserve the right to transfer, abandon or
otherwise dispose of the NASA-owned improvements with no obliga-
tion to restore the land. ‘ '

Some of the subject lands are encumbered by unpatented mining
claims, rights-of-way, and one Recreation and Public Purposes lease.
To date, three unpatented mining claims have been determined by
contest to be valid. Determination of the validity of the other claims
would be desirable before issuance of a patent pursuant to the Recrea-
tion and Public Purposes Act. Land within all valid claims would be
omitted from the patent unless the University first arranged with the
claimants to reimburse them for relinquishing their claims. The patent
would be subject to the rights-of-way on the land and would either
omit or be subject to the existing Recreation and Public Purposes
leage.

The main campus of the University is approximately 2,068 acres
and with the proposed conveyance, it would be 6,250 acres. The pres-
ent enrollment is slightly over 9,000 and the anticipated enrollment for
1980 is 13,500 to 15,000.

Because the University does not yvet have a plan showing definite

roposed projects, it is not possible at this time to evaluate the need
?or and the intended use of the lands, nor have we made a study to
determine whether the lands have values which would prevent con-
veyance under the Recreation and Public Purposes Act. However, we
would have no objection to enactment of the legislation provided that
it merely waives the acreage limitation and that any patent would be
issued in accordance with the other standards and guidelines of the
Recreation and Public Purposes Act. Accordingly, we recommend that
in order to eliminate any inference that the lands might be conveyed
without a mineral reservation or without conditions for use of the
land, lines 3 through 11 on page one be amended to read as follows:

“That notwithstanding the acreage limitation in the Act of June 14,
1926 as amended, 43 U.S.C. § 8694, the Secretary of the Interior may
convey to the New Mexico State University at Las Cruces, New
Mexico in accordance with the provisions of that Act, all or any part
of the following described lands:” .

Exceptions to the acreage limitations of the Recreation and Public
Purposes Act have recently been made in a few other instances, the
Act of December 24, 1969, 83 Stat. 445, and the Aet of October 15,
1970, 84 Stat. 978. In these cases, as in the instant case, the Depart-
ment determined that it was desirable to have the authority to consider
applications without regard to acreage limitations. :

e\’ithin the exterior boundary 0% the lands described in the bill,
there are 160 acres of public lands which the bill would not authorize
to be conveyed. For the purpose of continuity, we recommended that
the authorization include the 160 acres. This can be accomplished by
amending H.R. 5641 on page 2 as follows: delete the word “and” on
line 2; insert the word “‘and” at the end of lne 4; and insert the fol-
lowing between lines 4 and 5:

8.R. 1220
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“(3) Southwest Y%, section 14, township 23 south, range 2 east, New
Mexico principal meridian, consisting of 160 acres;”

-The Office of Management and Budget has advised that there is no
‘objection to the presentation of this report from the standpoint of
the Administration’s program.

- Sincerely yours,
: Jack O. HorroxN,
Assistant Secretary of the Interior,

STATEMENT oF GEORGE L. TURcorT, AssociaTE DIRECTOR,
BureEau oF LaND MANAGEMENT, DEPARTMENT OF THE
InTERIOR, BEFORE THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON PusLIic LANDS,
U.S. SexaTe CoMMITTEE ON INTERIOR AND INSULAR
ArFarrs, JuLy 17, 1974

Mr. Chairman, I appreciate the opportunity to appear be-
fore the Subcommittee to comment on several bills under
consideration today. Because of the large number of bills
being considered, it has been suggested that I not describe
edch bill but merely give you the Department’s position
on the bill. My statement, therefore, follows:

S. 2429—A Dbill “To authorize the conveyance of certain

" lands to the New Mexico State University, Las Cruces,
New Mexico,” and

H.R. 5641—An act “To authorize the conveyance of
certain lands to the New Mexico State University, Las
Cruces, New Mexico.”

Enactment of S. 2013 recently passed by the Senate
would make it unnecessary to enact private bills such as
S. 2429 to take care of individual situations where the acreage
limitations of the Recreation and Public Purposes Act prove
to be unrealistic or too limiting. However, we have no objec-
tion to enactment of S. 2429 if it is amended as suggested
in our report so that it is identical to H.R. 5641 as passed
by the House. The amendment makes it clear that only the
acreage limitations of the Recreation and Public Purposes
Act are being waived, and that any patent issued to the
New Mexico State University must be in accordance with
the other standards and guidelines of that Act. A more recent
study of the land in question has been made since our
report was sent to you. We now estimate the value of the
land to be about $400 per acre.

VIII. CHANGES IN EXISTING Law

In compliance with subsection (4) of rule XXIX of the Standing
Rules of the Senate, the Committee states that no changes in exist-
ing law would be made by H.R. 5641.

O
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93p ConNcress | HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES RerporT
2d Session . No. 93-987

AUTHORIZING THE CONVEYANCE OF CERTAIN LANDS
TO THE NEW MEXICO STATE UNIVERSITY, LAS
CRUCES, N. MEX.

’

APRIL 11, 1974.—Committed to thie Committee of the Whole House on the State of
the Union and ordered to be printed

Mr. Harey, from the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs,
submitted the following

= REPORT

[To acéompany H.R‘. 5641]

The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, to whom was re-
ferred the bill (H.RR. 5641) to authorize the conveyance of certain lands
to the New Mexico State University, Las Cruces, N. Mex., having con-
sidered the same, report favorably thereon with amendments and rec-
ommend that the bill as amended do pass. ‘

The amendments are as follows:

Page 1, strike out lines 3 through 11 and insert in lieu thereof:

That notwithstanding the acreage limitation in the Act of
June 14, 1926 as amended, 43 U.S.C. § 8694, the Secretary of
the Interior may convey to the New Mexico State University
at Las Cruces, New Mexico in accordance with the provisions
of that Act, all or any part of the following described lands:

Page 2, line 2, strike out the word “and”.
Page 2, line 4, following “acres;”, insert “and”,
Page 2, following line 4, insert :
(8) Southwest 14, section 14, township 23 south, range 2
east, New Mexico principal meridian, consisting of 160 acres.
Page 2, line 5, strike out “all such lands lying in” and insert in lieu
thereof : “All of the above-described lands lie in”,

PURPOSE

e

The purpose of H.R. 5641, introduced by Mr. :Runnels and, as
amended by the Committee, is to convey all right, title and interest of
the United States in 4,342.26 acres of Federal land to the New Mexico
State University, Las Cruces, New Mexico.

99-006
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EXPLANATION

The lands in question lie adjacent to the eastern boundary of the
campus of the New Mexico State University. The University wishes
to purchase the land, but under the Recreation and Public Purposes
Act (43 U.S.C. 869, 44 Stat. 741) a state university is allowed to pur-
chase only 640 acres of land each year from the Bureau of Land Man-
agement. The fegislation waives this 640 acres per year limitation.

The lands in question have been withdrawn from the public domain
by two public land orders. One order withdrew 1,393 acres for use by
the University for educational purposes, the other order withdrew 2,789
acres for the use of the National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion for research being conducted at the University. The Bureau of
Land Management had no opposition or objection to enactment of the
legislation provided it merely waived the acreage limitation and that
any patent would be issued in accordance with the other standards and
guidelines of the Recreation and Public Purposes Act. The National
Aeronautics and Space Administration has no objection to relinquish-
ing its withdrawal upon the condition its improvements may be used
for research purposes and that it retain ownership of those improve-
ments. :

The University, for years, has been using over 10,500 acres of BLM
land for research purposes. The University’s Physical Science Labora-
tory is currently using part of the land for antenna research and de-
velopment under two contracts with the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration. Other research is being done for the Air Force
Cambridge Research Laboratories and the Naval Research Labora-
tories. The Department of Astronomy is conducting planetary obser-
vation from the land under another grant from the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration. Seismograph research is being
condncted on earthquake predictions. Finally, both the Biology De-
partment and the Wildlife Department are using the area for habitat
studies.

The University has entered into a cooperative use and research
agreement with the Bureau of Land Management on 6,400 acres of
the 10,500 acres. The State Director of the BLM has advised that the
best course for the University on the remaining 4,182 acres, would be
to have legislation enacted allowing it to be purchased as one piece.
There is no known opposition from any source to the proposed purchase
acquisition by the University.

The Federal government retains the mineral rights on the lands.
Acquisition of the mineral rights is not being sought by the Univer-
sity. There has been, in the past, some 20,000 tons of fluorspar mined
from part of the land. There 1s also sand and gravel and other minerals
as well as potential geothermal resources under the surface. Of course,
the Federal government would continue to own these minerals. An
amendment -recommended by the Department of the Interior would
include an additional 160 acres already within the exterior boundaries
of the lands described in the bill, but not covered by it.

The estimated value of the land is placed at $300 per acre. The pur-
chase price for land conveyed under the Recreation and Public Pur-
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poses Act may be less than fair market value as the price depends on
the purpose for which the land is to be used.

COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS

The Committee amended the bill, as recommended by the Depart-
ment of the Interior, to eliminate any inference the land might be
conveyed without a mineral reservation or without conditions for the
use of the land. It also added 160 acres that were inadvertently left
out of ILR. 5641.

COST

Enactment of ILR. 5641 as amended, will require no Federal
expenditure.
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION -

The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs recommends, by a
voice vote, that the bill, H.R. 5641, 3s amended, be enacted.

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS

The favorable report of the Department of the Interior, dated June
13,1973, follows. | ’

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY,
Washington, D.C., June 13, 1973.
Hon. Jamrs A. Harky,
Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, House of Rep-
resentatives, Washington, D.C. ,

Dear Mr. CHakMAN : This responds to your request for this De-
partment’s views on H.R. 5641, a bill “To authorize the conveyance
of certain lands to the New Mexico State University, Las Cruces, New
Mexico.” ,

We have no objection to enactment of the bill if it is amended as
recommended below. : ‘

H.R. 5641 would authorize the Secretary of the Interior to convey
all right, title and interest of the United States in 4,182.26 acres of
land to the New Mexico State University at Las Cruces, New Mexico
in administering the Recreation and Public Purposes Act, 44 Stat.
741 as amended, 43 U.S.C. § 869 to 8694 (1970), notwithstanding the
acreage limitation of 640 acres per year designated in that Act.

The lands are adjacent to the eastern boundary of the University
campus and have been withdrawn from the public domain by two
public land orders (PLO). PLO 2051 withdrew 1,393 acres for the
use of the University for educational purposes and PLO 3685 with-
drew 2,789.07 acres for the use of the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA) for research being conducted at the
University. .

These lands lie on a rolling alluvial plain extending westward from
the Organ Mountains. The Geological Survey records indicate that
20,000 tons of fluorspare had been mined from part of the lands until

H.R. 987
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1950 and that the lands are valuable for sand, gravel, other minerals
and geothermal resources. If ultimately we issue a patent for all or
part of these lands, we intend to reserve to the United States all
mineral deposits in the lands including sand and gravel, as required
by the Recreation and Public Purposes Act. Under the Geothermal
Steam Act of 1970, 84 Stat. 1573, 30 U.S.C. § 1024 (1970), these minerzal
reservations are now construed to include geothermal resources.

There are no streams on the lands and wildlife populations are low.
The lands are not leased for grazing purposes and the soils have no
potential for agricultural development. :

The estimated value of the lands is $300 per acre. The price for land
conveyed under the Recreation and Public Purposes Act depends on
the purpose for which the land will be used.

NASA is willing to relinquish its withdrawal upon the condition
that the land and NASA’s improvements thereon continue to be used
for research activities conducted by the University for NASA and
otliers, that NASA refain ownership of the improvements, and that
the government .(NASA) reserve the right to transfer, abandon or
otherwise dispose of the NASA-owned improvements with no obliga-
tion to restore the land. ; T

Some of the subject lands are encumbered by unpatented mining
claims, rights-of-way, and one Recreation and Public Purposes lease.
To date, three unpatented mining claims have been determined by
contest to be valid. Determination of the validity of the other claims
would be desirable before issuance of a patent pursuant to the Recrea-
tion and Public Purposes Act. Land within all valid claims would be
omitted from the patent unless the University first arranged with the
claimants to reimburse them for relinquishing their-elaims. The patent
would be subject to the rights-of-way on the land and would either
;)mit or be subject to the existing Recreation and Public Purposes
ease. ' SR

The main campus of the University is approximately 2,068 acres
~ and with the proposed conveyance, it would be 6,250 acres. The pres-
ent enrollment is slightly over 9,000 and the anticipated enrollment for
1980 is 13,500 to 15.000. : )

Because the University does not yet have a plan showing definite
proposed projects, it is not possible at this time to evaluate the need
for 'and ‘the intended use of the lands, nor have we made a study to
determine whether the lands have values which would prevent con-
veyance under the Recreation and Public Purposes Act. However, we
would have no objection to enactment of the legislation provided that
it merely waives the acreage limitation and that any patent would be
issued in accordance with the other standards and guidelines of the
Recreation and Public Purposes Act. Accordingly, we recommend that
in order to eliminate any inference that the lands might be conveyed
without a mineral reservation or without eonditions for use of the
land, lines 8 through 11 on page one be amended to read as follows:

“That notwithstanding the acreage limitation in the Act of June 14, .
1926 as amended, 43 U.S.C. § 8694, the Secretary of the Interior may
convey to the New Mexico State University at Las Cruces, New
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Mexico in accordance with the provisions of that Act, all or any part
of the following described lands:”

Exceptions to the acreage limitations of the Recreation and Public
Purposes Act have recently been made in a few other instances, the
Act of December 24, 1969, 83 Stat. 445, and the Act of October 15, 1970,
84 Stat. 978. In these cases, as in the instant case, the Department de-
termined that it was desirable to have the authority to consider appli-
cations without regard to acreage limitations.

Within the exterior boundary of the lands described in the bill,
there are 160 acres of public lands which the bill would not authorize
to be conveyed. For the purpose of continuity, we recommended that
the authorization include the 160 acres. This can be accomplished by
amending H.R. 5641 on page 2 as follows: delete the word “and” on
line 2; insert the word “and” at the end of line 4; and insert the fol-
lowing between lines 4 and 5:

“(3) Southwest 1/, section 14, township 23 south, range 2 east, New
Mexico principal meridian, consisting of 160 acres;”

The Office of Management and Budget has advised that there is no
objection to the presentation of this report from the standpoint of
the Administration’s program. -

Sincerely yours,
Jack O. Horton,
Assistant Secretary of the Interior.

O
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H. R. 5641

Rinetp-third Congress of the Wnited States of America

AT THE SECOND SESSION

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Monday, the twenty-first day of January,
one thousand nine hundred and seventy-four

An Act

To authorize the conveyance of certain lands to the New Mexico State University,
Las Cruces, New Mexico.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That notwithstand-
ing the acreage limitation in the Act of June 14, 1926, as amended (43
U.S.C. 869-4), the Secretary of the Interior may convey to the New
Mexico State University at Las Cruces, New Mexico, in accordance
with the provisions of that Act, all or any part of the following
described lands:

(1) Those lands described in Public Land Order Numbered
2051, containing 1,393.19 acres;
(2) Those lands described in Public Land Order Numbered
3685, containing 2,789.07 acres; and
(3) Southwest quarter, section 14, township 23 south, range 2
east, New Mexico principal meridian, consisting of 160 acres.
All of the above-described lands lie in sections 13, 14, 15, 22, 23, 24, 25,
26, ga,él.d 35, township 23 south, range 2 east, New Mexico principal
meridian.

e Siperthor-ofothe-Horwse-of-lepresentatives:

Vice President of the United States and
President of the Senate.
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October 8, 197h | s

-~

Dear Mr. Director:

The following bills were received at the White
House on October Hth:

s, 283 H.R. 6203/
LSk rmemy
.. 3532/ H.R, wm/
H,R, S64/

Please let the President have reports and
recommendations as to the approval of these
bills as scon as possible,

Sincerely,

Robert D, Linder
Chief Executive Clerk

The Honorable Roy L. Ash
Director

Office of Management and Budget
wuhimon’ D. c.






