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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

0CT 1 1974

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
Subject: Enrolled Bill H.R. 5507 - William Jennings Bryan --

statue donation
Sponsor - Rep. Gray (D) Illinois
A

Last Day for Action

October 8, 1974 - Tuesday

?UEEOSG

Authorizes and directs the Secretary of the Interior to
donate a statue of William Jennings Bryan to the city
of Salem, Illinois.

Agency Recommendations

Office of Management and Budget Approval
Department of the Interior No objection
Discussion

Over the period of his distinguished career in public service,
William Jennings Bryan served as a Member of the House of
Representatives of the United States, as Secretary of State
of the United States, and was three times nominated by his
party for President of the United States.

Under provisions of a 1930 Act, the William Jennings Bryan
Memorial Association was given permission to erect a statue
of William Jennings Bryan on public land in the District of
Columbia ~- no Federal expense was involved. When subsequent
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road construction caused the statue to be displaced, it
was placed in temporary storage until being loaned, in
1961, to the city of Salem, Illinois, which is the
birthplace of William Jennings Bryan. The statue is
technically considered property of the Department of the
Interior, and could not be given to the city of Salem
without appropriate legislative authority.

H.R. 5507 would authorize and direct the Secretary of the
Interior to donate, by appropriate cooperative agreement,

and without monetary consideration, to the city of Salem,
Illinois, all right, title, and interest of the United States
in and to the statue of William Jennings Bryan that was
authorized by the 1930 Act. The donation would be conditioned
on the city suitably displaying and maintaining the statue
within the city.

In its report on H.R. 5507, the Committee on House
Administration noted that:

"This legislation would give the City clear
title to the statue and thus resolve any legal

difficulties relative to city expenditures for
maintenance and care thereof."
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Assistant Director for
Legislative Reference

Enclosures


















THE WHITE HOUSE

TACTION MEMORANDUM WASHINGTON ' LOG HO.: 620
ra
Date: October 1, 1974 Time: 4:00 p.m.
FOR ACTION: #chael Duval cc (for information): Warren K. Hendriks
hil Buchen Jerry Jones
Bill Timmons Paul Theis
FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY
DUE: Date: Thursday, October 3, 1974 Time: 2:00 p.m.
SUBJECT: Enrolled Bill H.R. 5507 - William Jennings Bryan --
statue donation
ACTION REQUESTED: )
oo For Necessaxy Action A _XX_ For Your Recommendations
—een. Prepare Agenda ond Brief e Drait Reply
. For Your Comments ____ Draft Remarks

REMARKS:

Please return to Kathy Tindle - West Wing
Wo otyecter
4.

- PLEASE ATTACH 'THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED.
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¢ 4} Y + if ~hicinad
I vou have any guestions or if you aniicipaie a
teioy in submitiing ihe reguired material, please B
amren K, g .
- endriks

Jor the President

elephcne the Staff Secretary immediatelv.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

ACTION MEMORANDUM WASHINGTON LOG NO.: 620

Date: October 1, }474 Time: 4:00 p.m.

FOR ACTION:VMichael Duval cc (for information): Warren K. Hendriks
Phil Buchen Jerry Jones
Bill Timmons Paul Theis

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY

DUE: Date:  Thursday, October 3, 1974 Time: 2:00 p.m.

SUBJECT: Enrolled Bill H.R. 5507 - William Jennings Bryan --
statue donation

N

ACTION REQUESTED:

For Necessary Action XX __ For Your Recommendations
e Prepare Agenda and Brief w Draft Reply
v For Your Comments . Draft Remarks

REMARKS: O K M D’/ '4

Please return to Kathy Tindle - West Wing

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED.

if you have any questions or if you anticipate a - . _
delay in submitting the regquired material, please
telephone the Staff Secretary immediately.

Warren K, Hendriks
for the President









o | ~ Calendar No. 1110
93p Coweress | SENATE " 'Reporr
2d Session, } : ‘ . { No. 93-1158

AUTHORIZING THE CONVEYANCE TO THE CITY OF
SALEM, ILLINOIS, OF A STATUE OF WILLIAM JENNINGS
BRYAN ' , :

SkpTEMBER 19, 1974.—Ordered to be printed

.

Mr. Canwon, from the Committee on Rules and Administration;
, - submitted the following

REPORT
[To accompé,ny H.R, 5507} -

The Committee on Rules and Administration, to which was
referred the bill (H.R. 5507) to authorize the conveyance to the
city of Salem, Illinois, of a statue of William Jennings Bryan, having
onsidered the same, reports favorably thereon without amendment
and recommends that the bill do pass. o '

H.R. 5507 would (1) authorize and direct the Secretary of the
Interior to donate, by appropriate cooperative  agreement, and
without monetary consideration, to the city of ‘Salem, Illinois, all
right, title, and interest of the United States in and to the statue of
William Jennings Bryan authorized by the Act of June 18, 1930
(46 Stat. 783), and (2) provide that such donation shall be on con-
dition that the city of Salem, Iilinois, shall suitably display and main-
tain within such city such statue as a memorial to William Jennings
Bryan, onetime Member of the House of Representatives of the
United States, Secretary of State of the United States, and three
times nominated by his party for President of the United States.

The statue was originally erected on public land in the District of
Columbia, pursuant, to the Act of June 18, 1930, (46 Stat. 783), hy
the William ~Jennings” Bryan Memorial® Assoéiation.” The " United
States incurred no expense with respect to this erection, " 77

Subsequently, when road construction in the District of Columbia
caused the statue to be displaced, the De{)artment of the Interior
loaned it to the city of Salem, which is the birthplace of William
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93p CONGRESS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES RePorT
2d Session No. 93-1253

AUTHORIZING THE CONVEYANCE TO THE CITY OF
SALEM, ILL.,, OF A STATUE OF WILLIAM JENNINGS
BRYAN

Aveust 1, 1974.—Referred to the House Calendar and ordered to be printed

Mr. Nepz1, from the Committee on House Administration,
‘ submitted the following

REPORT

[To accompany H.R. 5507]

The Committee on House Administration, to whom was referred
the bill (H.R. 5507), having considered the same, report favorably
thereon with amendments and recommend that the bill as amended do

ass.

P By unanimous consent the Committee adopted a motion to report
H.R. 5507, as amended.

H.R. 5507 would authorize and direct the Secretary of the Interior
to convey, without monetary consideration, to the City of Salem,
Ilinois, all right, title, and interest of the United States in a specified
statue of William Jennings Bryan. This donation would becondi-
tioned on the City’s suitably displaying and maintaining the statue as
a memorial to this former Member of the House of Representatives,
Secretary of State of the United States, and three-time nominee of
his party for the Presidency of the United States.

This statue was originally erected on public land in the District of
Columbia, pursuant to the Act of June 18, 1980, (46 Stat. 783), by
the William Jennings Bryan Memorial Association. The United
States incurred no expense with respect to his erection. :

Subsequently, when road construction in the District of Columbia
caused this statue to be displaced, the Department of the Interior
loaned this statue to the City, which is the birthplace of William
Jennings Bryan, It has been located there for several years. This
legislation would give the City clear title to the statue and thus -
resolve any legal difficulties relative to City expenditures for main-
tenance and care thereof. o

The Committee on House Administration requested the Department
of the Interior to render a report on this measure. That report, which
appears hereafter, recommends Congressional approval of the bill,
with technical amendments. These amendments accomplish the dele-
tion of reference in the bill to conveyance by quitclaim deed, since
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a quitclaim deed is not an appropriate instrument for donation of a
statue.
AMENDMENTS

. Page 1, line 4, strike the words “to convey, by quitclaim deed,” and
1nsert”1n lieu thereof “to donate, by appropriate cooperative agree-
ment,”.

Page 1, line 8, strike the word “conveyance” and insert in lieu there-
of “donation”.

The report of the Department of the Interior is as follows:

U.S. DrparTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY,
Washington, D.C.. May 17, 1974.
Hon. Wayxe L. Havs,
Chairman, Committee on House Administration, House of Repre-
sentatives, Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Cramrmax : This responds to the request of your Commit-
tee for the views of this Department on H.R. 5507, a bill “To authorize
the conveyance to the city of Salem, Illinois, of a statue of William
Jennings Bryan.”

We have no objection to enactment of H.R. 5507, if amended as
suggested in this report.

The bill would authorize and direct the Secretary of the Interior to
convey, without monetary consideration, to the city of Salem, Illinois,
all right, title, and interest of the United States in a specified statue
of William Jennings Bryan. The donation is to be conditioned on the
city of Salem suitably displaying and maintaining the statue as a
memorial to William Jennings Bryan. Erection of the statue was
originally authorized by the Act of June 18, 1930 (46 Stat. 783),
which directed the then Director of Public Buildings and Public
Parks of the National Capital to grant permission to the William
Jennings Bryan Memorial Association to erect the statue on public
grounds of the United States in Washington, D.C. The 1930 Act pro-
vided. that the United States was to be put to no expense in or by the
erection of the memorial.

The statue has now been located in the city of Salem, 1llinois, for
several years. We have no objection to the aim of H.R. 5507, of con-
veying to the city of Salem, the United States’ interest in the statue.
We would, however, recommend a drafting change to delete the ref-
erence in the bill to a quitclaim deed, since a quitclaim deed is not the
appropriate legal instrument for donation of a statue. Specifically, we
would recommend: (1) revising line 4 of page 1 to read: “to donate,
by an appropriate cooperative agreement, and without monetary con-
sid-"; and (2) revising line 8, page 1, to read “(46 Stat. 783). Such
donation shall be on condition that”. ' _

The Office of Management and Budget has advised that there is no
objection to the presentation of this report from the standpoint of the
Administration’s program.

Sincerely yours,
Curris BoHLEN,
Acting Assistant Secretary of the Interior.

O
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"H. R. 5507

Rinetp-third Congress of the Wnited States of America

AT THE SECOND SESSION

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Monday, the twenty-first day of January,
one thousand nine hundred and seventy-four

An Act

To authorize the conveyance to the city of Salem, Illincis, of a statue of
William Jennings Bryan.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary
of the Interior is authorized and directed to donate, by appropriate
cooperative agreement, and without monetary consideration, to the
city of Salem, Illinois, all right, title, and interest of the United States
in and to the statue of William Jennings Bryan authorized by the Act
of June 18, 1930 (46 Stat. 783). Such donation shall be on condition
that the city of Salem, Illinois, shall suitably display and maintain
within such city such statue as a memorial to William Jennings Bryan,
onetime Member of the House of Representatives of the United States,
Secretary of State of the United States, and three times nominated
by his party for President of the United States.

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

Vice President of the United States and
President of the Senate.








