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THE AMERICAN WAY OF LIFE

Radio Tape presentation, Gerald R, Ford, Jr.
for use 2/14/61 - g

I want to congratulate the Student Council at Holland Christisn High
Scheol for sponsoring a series of radio programs on the general subject of
Commnism and the American Way Of Life. That our American way of life is
being challenged by Communism is selfsevident, Whan lMr, Khrushchev said
"we will bury you"™ he meant just that. I know he was wrong, but I also imow
that he was sincere in his misguided belief.

When Mr, Ehrushchev told Vice President Nixon "your grandchildren will
live under Communisa™® he meant it. While I lnow that he was wrong in his
judgement, I also imow he meant what he said, He and all other dedicated
Commmists throughout the world are convinced that the Comminist way of life
will eventually be dominant throughout the world,

This is consistent with the Marxist philesophy which forms some of the
basis of the Commnist ideology in this year 1961, Karl Marx and his philospphy
of dialectic materialism thought that the only reality is matter; there is
nothing of the spikiti - all is material. PMurthermore, Marx insisted that out
of the great conflicts of this life and of history, certain inevitable ends
are achisved, This fatalistic approach is applied to the Communist program
results in the conviction that the entire world will eventually be a sociaiistic
state. 5o when Mr, Khrushchev said "Your grandchildren will live under
Commmnism®”, he was stating a firm conviction and was not simply engaged in

Communist propaganda.

This is by no means to say that we agree with Mr, Khrushchev but it is
to point out that we have a determined and capable enemy in the atheistic
Commnist conspiracy.

In discussing Communism and the American way of life I would like to
point out five specific tenets in the current Communist program and then show
how our way of life is diametrically opposed.

Commnists today insist upon government ownership of all natural resources
and most industry and business. They would eliminate and pm» hibit the private
ownership of property, insisting that such ownership is an evil, but also
holding that when the all-powerful state becomes the owner, the general good
is served,

From the earliest Tundations of our country our people have found that
the best interests of all are protected when each persen is allowed to own and
operate his home, his farm and his business with the minimm of governmentsl
interference. This is not to say that we do not have many exsmples of govern-
mental ownership of natural resources and business enterprises within our own
country, We do have government ovnership when experience has proved that the
grester good is served by such control., But I must point out right here that
when we speak of government owmership we are speaking of the democratic centrol



of these government-owned projects and not the dictatorial rules exercised
by a commnist regime.

This brings me to the second major slement in present-day Commnism;
:l..o.,thatth.govmtiladtoutmhipota which makes up
“theofficisl Comsunigt Party in any given country. s that when
thoﬂomntmnhmtthomwmldmnjoutyof
the people — it is rather the dictates of a small cligque which has seised
and holds the reigns of government. This difference in definition of
"government® makes all the difference in the world when we talk about govern-
ment ownership or any govermnmental activity.

~ Under the American way of life government, the sovereignty of the state
lies in the expression of the will of the ority at the pells on election
day,. With the power of the ballot the wﬁ?ﬁy citigens In any commufity
Wm‘wﬁmm with the
most powerful officials in gpvernment the most iafluential persons in the
economic or social sphere,

Our third great difference from the Communist, therefore, lies in the
fact that our government ruies with the consent of the governed, Under the
Communist ideclogy, the dictas mist influence its will upon the masses
of people by the use of foree of types. In 1776 our fathers declared that
Wihenever any form cf government becomes destructive of these ends, it is
the right of the psople to alter or abolish it and to institute new govermaet,
mu-mzunmmmnuammu-mmmm
form g8 to them shall seem most nwumzmmmuw..*

'\ own will upon the great masses of humanidy. Acoarding to the Communist
- philosophy, only Wuw know what 1s Tight and good and best
fordltho_aopl

The Communist is able to assume this spirit and position of camisciince

because he has replaced God with the Communist State. The atheistic Commmist
mist have some final suthority, Without a suprems spiritual he must
establish his own final authority, Tiis he has done in the State,
#o the Government is absolutely supreme and consequently can do whatever it
pleases, This means that the Govermment may establish its own standards of
right and wrong, It means that the Government can do no wrong; whatever
it does or says is, by the very nature of thelr belief, right and good because
there is no higher guthority.

An understanding of this fact will help us to realize that the Communist
dictators can change their program or their statement of principles as often
and as drastically as they please! because there is no order or autherity
greater than the Government, and the Government can do no wrong.

I am sure that all of us see in this principle the fundamental difference
between the American way of life and the Commmunist position., The basic tenet
-of our Amsrican system is that God, the supreme ruler of the universe, créated

this world and still controls it, ‘We insist that government as well as ,,,.,,,m']" ,:, N\
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mast be subject to the higher powers and must obey God's laws of the universe,
Government as well ae individuals, therefore, aré accountable for their con-
duct and must be judged by the way in which they follow the natural law of God,

the final distinotion between the American way of life
and the Commmist » And that is important to everyone of us becsuse
it concerns our relationship as an individual to the institution which we
know a® a state or government, Bescause the Communist State is all supreme,
because it rules by force, and is a dictatorship, the individual person
within the regime is merely a servant of the State. He can have no inherent
and insglienable rights. He can be ted to serve the thing
called Govermment, He, you me, loses y; he
beconss the Well known “oog in the wheel.” —

When the new American Government was established on this continent, cur
representatives in Congress assembled declared that “we hold to
be self-evident that all men are created equa) and that they are endowed by
their crestor with certain inalienable rights that among these are life,
1liberty and the pursuit of happiness. That to secure these righte, govern-
ments are instituted among men deriving their just powers from the consent
of the governed,"” Here at the wvery of the Amsrican way of life the
whole world was told that God had given to creatures certain rights which
no government nor any other power could take away from him., In faot, a man
himgelf cannot give away these rights. They are inalisnable. Government,
therefore, is the servant of the people rather than the individusl being the
| servant of the State,

If I were to summarige, therefors, the American way of life, I think 1
would stress four basic principles characteristic of that way of life. First,
we firmly believe that every individual, just because he is a person, a
human being, has certain inalienable rights which cannot be taken away from
him, Our Declaration of lists these as Life, Liberty and the
Pursuit of Happiness, us it means the right of choloe of a job, a pro-
fession, or life's work, It means the right to choose the type of education
one wishes to receive, the kind of home one wants to establish, It means
raising his family in the way that he feels best., It means
tunity to develop one's talents and interests without the
powerful state. It means the right to vote, to dissgree with govermmental
officials and to oriticise them, It means the right to stand up and say "I am
a4 man," ¥

Second, the American way of 1ife envisions a government (because we do
need government) of free choice and consent, It means the right of any
oitizen to run for office; it means the right of every
voter to vote for those officials in the secrecy of the voting place without
fear of intimidation., It means that the right and privilegs of the people
esasily to change the personnel and polisies of any unit of govermment.

w8
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mst do everything it can to help its people but must also permit the people
such freedom of action that they may continue to possess what our fathers
called "the inalienable rights.®

Finally, the American way of life binds both citisens and t in
an obedignce to God's law. mmmmmuanmnﬁm
are supreme, all must respect the natural law of the universe, This laof
God is greater, troader, dmtmmnuwmwwmmt
of poliecy, Ituqh'uuuy given and spiritually authored, to be mniversally
obeyed in the past, present and future. We live under no blind fate, nor
omniscient government. We live in s world in which God's laws and His will

mst prevail,

Only when we sincerely believe and are willing to scespt these four
principles are we in tune with what is called the American Way of Life.

|
!
|
i i
i
:

.mumtmmmsutummmmnnmumuu
against Communism, The United Nations and the other international jorganisze-
tions in which we participate likewise are organised to protect our freedoms.

We as individuals must also do our part. I think we must know what we
value and why, We must do everythihg we can as individuals to make pur system
work, anmtmt,aﬂ.ymimui we must practice
teaches; we must be interested in public
liberties but insist that what we demand ,
to others. Ve have a great privilege of enjoyng a free land, We

avallable
mwwmtmmntyormitaummhrMm
but also for every other human being.
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THE AMBRICAN WAY OF LIFE

I want to congratulate the Student Council at Haghand Christian High
Sc;hool for sponsoring a series of rédio'pr;grams on the general subject of Commiriism
and the American way of life. That‘our American way of iife is behg challenged by
¥ud Coximunism is self-evident. When Mr. Khrushchev said ®we will bury you” he meant
Just that. I know he was wrong, but I also know that he was sincere in Zislbelie‘f_..;‘.‘
When Mr Khrushchev told Vice President Nixon ®your grandchildren will live
under Communism" he meant it. While I know t;.hat he was wro;mg in his judgement, E[fglso

M]‘M‘é_m:/.

. He and all other dedicated Commnists throughout

know he
the world are con!;{lcecj that the Communist way of lqi.fe'vrv:ill ;vendy;aliy be doxginan; .
throughout the world.

Thisﬂ ik‘:‘gs‘ consistent with the Lhrxi;t philo_sop?gy; ﬁhiqh fozlmg somg :of 'bh: basis
of the Communist idealogy in this year 1961. Karl Marx and his philosphy of d#alectic
materialism thought that the only realityla n‘a‘f.ezj.; fhere is not;hihg of the spirit..:-i- all
is material. Furthermore,Marx insisted:that out ‘of the great conflicts of this life and

14 :
of history, certain inevitable ends are achieved. ‘I'his' fatalistic approach as applied
to the Communist program results in the conviction that the entire world ‘will eventually
~be a socialistic state. So when Mr. Khrushchev said "Your l,‘?ﬁﬁ;m will live under

Communism! he was stating a firm conviction and was not simply engaged in Mf Communist

. propaganda .

e

This is by m#eana to say that we agree with Mr. Khrushchev but it:is to point

out that we have a determined ‘and capable enemyr in th; atheistic 'Conmn‘mist- "cons;iré_cy.!

I 4 - 3 3

In discussing Communism and the American way of life I would like to point
out five specific tenets in the current Communist program and t_héh ihow how our way ot _\

life is diametrically opposed.



you (who) work in a cause that
It is the cause pf freedom, of
In these words Dick Nixo
set the basic g¢
wish him well,
YOUR NATIQNAL DEBT TODAY

now stand at $2L0.2 billion, a

budget calls fof interest paymg¢nts of $9.6 billions,

not be used to yeduce the prin

On the opJning day of th
Another

for each fiscal |year.

revenue except

objectives of tLese bills.
While man]
considered, it }s imparative t

sound economy. |Inflation and

American citize#. The Congres

and critically

ture of milliond or billions wi

You may bd interested
addressed to me pnd donating $
partment has reckived other co
the $5 shortly after the elect

buy a steak. Pr

are in the Treas

Among the bills which I have

up to $3,600 a yepr (rather t

another wo#

luminous material|so they can

security benefits

would permit rec.|pients of Q1

while a patient inj a private

 proposals reqyi

very new spendi

me

s bigger than any man'q
justige,and peace of al

portrayed the strength‘of o

als for all ou} political and social 4ctivit

t  Our total gross public debt

reductign of $2.5 billion fro

ripal igdebtedness.

Ls Con

bill

t [we continue our éfforts to
iscal irresponsibility remain
ust retain the responsibili

proposal, especially those

|

len that I

out specifically supplying
ow that since the
for the reduction of the nat
ributions for this|purpose.

n with the suggest

ess a bill was introduéed to provide

ublicatio? of the anonymou

ambition, greater than any party.

mankiind. "

American way éf life and

ies, We endors¢ his words and

)
}
i
i

and guaranteedgobligations

m a year ago. 1his year's

|
This Hb for interest dnly and will

r the re-

mated overall Fpderal receipts

potential enemids of every
ly of examining chrefully
which call for the expendi-
the required revefiue.

letter

jonal debt, the T¥easury De-

A Grand Rapids c#tizen sent

ﬁsend it to the T

the 85 contributi¢n and so

ed "for reduction of the pub
INGRESS :
uced if it is to b

ntroduced is one tp permit a

19 require railroad cars to be

bd readily seen at n

d fAge Assistance bern

al hospital.

These bills d all othe

study and possible consideration

agencies in the executive brjanch

commendations on these bills Th\s is in line with regular pr

1
i
1

rsfhave been referr

pf the government be asked

Any bill on which ac

considere

$1,200 as at presLnt) withou§ forfeiting her

ight at gra

efits to co

d to the app

We have requested that the

additional ten

¢ debt."
ion was not completed in the

nt session.

uipped with re
crossings. A

inue to receiw

opriate committg¢es for

i

nterested departiments and

to lsubmit their views and re-

edure,



Cpmuniats_ today insist upon government ownership of all natural resoufeog
and most industry and business. They would eliminate ‘a.nd prohibit the private ownership
of property} insisting that such ownership is an evil J'but Athat uh§n the all-powerful
state becomes the owner, the general good is served.

From the earliest foundations of our country our pesple have found that the
best interestes of all are protected when each person is allowed to own and operate
his home, his farm, Ahis business with the minimum of governmental intéi'ferenc;; This is
not to say that we do not have many examples of govlernhenial ownership of natural

da

resources and business enterprises within our own country. - We )\havo ‘b-héo-governmentllﬁr T

ownership when experience has proved tha.t the great@xf good liis served by M :
mentel-aetiwity. But I must point out right here that when we gf)f speak of governmeni £
ownership we are speaking of the democratlc control oi‘ tl:xis; govei;nment-ouned proggets ..

and not the dictatorial eertreld M&v« RENER a

This brings me to the second major element in present—day commism, i.e.,

Y

that the government is a distatorship of a small group which makesup the official
when theé’
Communist Party in any given country. Consequently, that lﬂ Government_. spegks it is

notf the freely expressed will of the majority of the pecgale -- {t. is rdther the dictates

of a small %‘xh&b seized and holds the reigns of government. This difference in

detiaition abhaovarmmsnt® maikes all the difference in the world when we talk almt

government owership or any governmental activity.

Under the Aperican way of life goverhment, the sovereignty of the state lies

in the expression of the will of the majority at the i)élls on. 'election day, With tt;e_ ‘

1

power of the ballot @ the dnddmbdwnl-and orginary.ditizens in any commnity participate ) o

in the. priévacy of the voting ‘booth, on an equal basis with the most powerful officials in

i

government or the most influential persons in the economic or social sphere. = >/
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you (who) work in a cause that is bigger than 'any man's ambitionm, ireater than any party.
| i

f

It is the cause of freedom, of justige,and peéce of all mankind."”

o e,

c

d
In these words Dick|[Nixon portrayed thg strength of our Amefican way pf life and

f’

1 our political afd social activities.  We endorse his words and

set the basic goals for

wish him well.

.
— T

YOUR NATIONAL DEBT|TODAY: Our totalgross public debt an guaranteer obligations
now stand at $290.2 billion, a reduction $2.5 billion from 4 year ago. fThis year's
budget calls for intere$t payments of $9.p billions, This is for interes§ only and will
not be used to reduce the principal indeljtedness. /

On the opening day of this Congress a bill was introducpd to provide for the re-

duction of the public debt by at least JO percent of the estfmated overajl Federal receipts
for each fiscal year. |Another bill would require that Fedexg
revenue except in time/of grave emergercy, and that the pubJic debt be
reduced., I'm sure thaf most of the ci‘izens of the Fifth DEistrict endogse the aims and

objectives of these bi}ls.

While many propokals requiring the expenditure of biflions of dolfars are being

considered, it is impafrative that we dontinue our efforts [to insure & sgtable dollar and a

sound economy. Inflatfion and fiscal jrresponsibility remdin potential jlenemies of every

American citizen. The Congress must fetain the responsibflity of examfning carefully

and critically every rew spending pr for the expendi-

ture of millions or billions without
You may be integested t know t

addressed to me and dgnating $5 for

partment has receivedjother contribu

the $5 shortly after the election wifh the suggestion tifat I send it fo the Tressury or

buy a steak. Promptly I matched thef $5 contribution and so an additifnal ten dollars

are in the Treasury ag¢count marked "for reduction of th§ public debt

OUR LEGISLATION|{IN g7TH CONGREPS: Any bill on ch action wad not completed in the

last Congress has to Be reintroduced§ if it is to be congidered durinf the present session.

Among the bills which|I have reintrofluced is one to perfit a widow wjth children to earh

up to $3,600 a year (gather than $1,P00 as at present) fithout forfelting her social

security benefits; andther would reqpire railroad cars fo be equippel with reflectors or
luminous material so §hey can be rea§ily seen at night Bt grade crospings. A third bill
would permit rec.y pierits of Old Age Assistance benefitsf to continue fo receive payments
while a patient in a rivate mental spital.
These bills and kll others havel been referred to Bhe appropriafle committees for
study and possible conpideration. We jhave requested th§t the interedted departments and

agencies in the executive branch of th government be adked to submit] their views and re-

commendations on these'%ills. This is in line with tegu‘ar procedure.
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Our third great diffefence from the Communist, therefore, lies in the fact that
our government rules with the consent of the governed. Wnewmss \nder the Communi st
ideology, the dictatorship must influence its will upon the masses of people by the
use of force of all tyms. In 1776 our fathers demdared that "Whenever W form of
government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of the people to alter or
abolish it and to institute new government, laying #f its foundation on such principles
and organizing its powers in such form as to them shall seem most likely to effect Ahd/
their safety and happiness." No Communist could subscribe to this fundamental prin-
ciple. He cannot trust the common people to know what is best for themselves. He can
only force his own will upon the great masses of humanity. According to the Communist
philospphy, only the Communist leaders -andsdbveir—dscbmbore know what is right and good and
best for all the peeple.

The Conﬁinist is able to assume this spirit and position of omniscience because
he has replaced-&éd- with the Communist State. The atheistic Communist must have some
final authority. Without a supreme spiritual being, he must establish his own final
authority. This he has done in the Communist State) so “shet the Government is absolutely
supreme and (consequently can do whatever it pleases. This means that the Government may
establiéh & own star@Ms of right and wrong. It means that the Government can do
no wrong; whatever it does or &.ys is by the very nature of their belies right and good
because there is no higher authority.

An understanding of this fact will help us to realize that the Co can
change their progrn.yﬂnM their statement of prineiples as often g;ois
drastically as they please because there is no standerd or authority greater than the

Govornment)@'-‘Jthe Gomgrnment can do no wrong.

I am sure that all of us see in this principle the fundamental difference beween

the American way of life and the Communist posit"xon. The basic tenet of our American@



one of the lagislative committzes. | With ites power to recomiend a "“rule" bw}whicb a bill
is to be consifered the committee ides whether a bill should be open to Qmendments,
what kind of clanges may be made, d how long debate shoiid last., By refuilng a "rule”

or neglecting

A

take any action this Committee of 12 per?ons 8 Democrats,§4 Republicans

in the 86th Congress) can make it difficult to get a b111 to the floor of thk House for

PR 1

debate and a vo

NS

4 _
«..» Some critiicism is directed atf the Committee on the @asis that it holdé up legisla-

tion desired by @ majority of the bers by inter;ectin! its own judgment the merits
of the legislatﬂan rather than simply deciding when and Eow a bill will be considered.

In answer,} the Chairman, Rep.f Howard Smith, (Demo rat of Virginia) points out that

there are three pther ways of bringing legislation to the floor: suspensiod of the rules,

requiring a two-thirds vote; a discharge petition signefl by a majority of mémbers, and

has said, "If ajbill languishes in §

the Committee cdn bring that bill

wants to considér it, they can consider it." It has bfen my observation that very little

i

if any legislation desired by a majority of the House }uu-ership is actuall? tied up

permanently in the Committee on Rules.

An enlar

and procedure.

9

A revival of the 2}-day rule has been irecommended. This wolild permit

consideration the House of any Bill which had been{before the Rules Committee for

21 days or moré. The first yea-an@-nay vote which I  ast as a freshman leg‘slator in 1949

was in supportiof such a rule. ® years later when it was repealed I voted to retain it.

However, in light of additional experience and observation, I believe the Committee is

, adequate parliamengary remedies

generally resppnsive to majority wishes. If it is nd

exist to work fhe will of the majogity.
COMMI ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES: Rep. Jam@s Roosevelt (Democrati of California)

ended that the Houfe Committee on Un#American Activities abolished or

drastically reducedy Two years ago when he made a similar jproposal I
5 established to carry on a continual

ommend legislation against the

This Committee
of subversion in our fountry and to re
piracy...
"tntil to the Congress, I will vote to

better plan for do -ﬁ so is presente
continue the ‘

ommittee on Un-Amerid¢an Activities.'
I reitérate this today. It Seems to me the Cdmmittee serves a useful purpose
as one meansfof alerting the publif to the ways of ghe international Commjunist conm-

spiracy.
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sfe- i3 that God , the supreme ruler of the universe, @reated this world and still
cor;;¥'ols it. We insist that government as well as individu;ls ;nust be subject to the £
higher powers and must obey God's laws of the universe. Government as well as individuals
" t.hex:_gg;)re, are acouuntable for t.heir conduct and mnst; be .?udged by the way in which théjf |
follow the natural law of God.
I come now to the final ciisﬁinction between the Amei'ican way of life and the

Communist ideology. And that is important to everyone of us because it concerns our
relationshipf as an individual to the institution which we know és a state of government.ﬂwb
Because the Communist State is all supreme, because it rules by force, and is a distator-.
ship, the individual person within tpe regime is% a servant of the State. He can
have no inherent and %mlién’ablo rights. He can only be expected to serve the impersonal
ang , thing called @overnment <wmmigwse. He, and thai is you and me, loees all

| o " )
personalitys he becomes the well known cog in the wheel,

: When f.he new American de‘rérnment was established on tﬁis .conf:ineﬁ“b,. our i

representatives in Congress assembled declared that "“we hold these truths to be .self- _
evidet that SIT BeH e créated equal and that they ar.'e; endowed by their creator with
certain Imliemble rights that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.
That to secure these ?ights, governments are institut.ed among men deriving their jﬁst powers
from the consent of the governed." Here at the very Beginning of the JAmerican way of life
the wholeworld was told that God had given to his creatures certain rights which no govern-

AN

; ™
ment nor any other power could take away from him. In fact » men cannot-ewen give away these

A
rights. They are ;mlienablex Government, therefore, is the servant of the peop]'.e x:g.thqr
than the individual being the servant of the State.

If I were to summarize, therefore, the American way of life, I think Iwould

stress four basic principles éharacteristic of that way of life. First’ we firmly believe

- 3
that every individual, just because he is a person g human being, has certain wnalienable
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. rights which cannot be taken ff¢f away from him. Our Déclaration of I dependence lists
,fﬂ‘ * 3 ’ Z
_ these as Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness. For us it maans the wight of choice
of a Jjob, a profession ), or life's work. It means the right to choose thé type of education
(45
one wishes to. receive, the kind of home we wants to establish. It means raising his
'ﬁiﬁﬁy in the way that he feels best. It means having the opportunity to develope
one's talents and interests without the dictates of an all-powerful state. It means
the yright to vote, to disagree with governmental officials and to criticize them. It

means the right to stand up and say "I am a man®.

Second, the American way of life envisions a gm}@oumé we do}nad

" o '
on_rxmer;?’ of free choice and consent. It means the right of any qualified sitizen

g

to run for office, ¥M¢ it means the right of every qualified voter to vote for those

offiq;gl_s in the secrecy of the voting place without fear of intimidation. It means

tha | od

that the right and privilege of the people easily to change
FPIP.Y) n "

rey-oy-PealtElll Means. Sl

- WOur American way oflife in the third place
insists ‘that the government exists for the people, to help them,to serve them, to W
that they develope all the potential which exists within them. The government, therefore,

must die everything it can to help its people Abut must also permit the people such freedom
’ .

of faction that they may continue to possess what our fathers called "the mnalienable .rights.”
Finally, the American way of life binds both sitizens and government in an . 7.
obediance to God's law. Because neither the individual nor his government are wupreme,

ﬁ mst réSpect the natural law of the universe. This law of God is greater, broader,

LY

deeper than any past or present government or statement of policy. - Brey-ame—epiritually

given, spititually authord) to be universally obeyed in past, present and future. We
live under no blind fate/ nor omniscient government. We live in a world in which God's

laws and His willAprevail./‘KOnly when we sincerely g4 believe and are willing to accept

=}
{

these four principles are we in tune with what is called the Amemican Way of Life.’ )
.



one of the legislafiive committees. With its powér to recommend a "rule" by which a biil
is to be considered \the committee decides wheth{: a bill should be open t; amendments,

what kind of changes| may be made, and how long debate should last. By refusing a "rule"
or neglecting to takp any action this Committeejof 12 persons (8 Democratis, 4 Republicans
in the 86th Congress) can make it difficult to iget a bill to the floor oi the House for

debate and a vote,
v~ Some criticismiis directed at the jee on the basis that it ?lds up legisla-~

tion desired by a majority of the members by fnterjecting its own judym{}t on the merits

when and how a bill will bbe considered.

of the legislation rqther than simply decidin

In answer, the [Chairman, Rep. Howard Smith, (Democrat of Virgini.7 points out that

there are three othex] ways of bringing 1egis:ation to the floor: susp::sion of the rules,

requiring a two-thirds vote; a discharge petition signed by a majorityé;f members, and

the use of a method khown as 'Calendar Wednepday.' Concerning the lat:-r Chairman Smith

has said, "If a bill languishes in the Ruleg) Committee or any other Coffn ttee, on that day

the Committee can bridg that bill up and haye it considered in the Ho:te. If a majority

wants to consider it, jthey can consider it." It has been my observatfpn that very little

if any legislation dedlired by a majority of §the House membership is afitually tied up

&
permanently in the Comfjhittee on Rules.

x

An enlargement of the Committee has bflen suggested as has a c £fge in membership

and procedure. A reviyal of the 2l-day rul§ has been recommended. This would permit

i

consideration by the Hofse of any bill whicl had been before the Rul@ls Conmittee for

21 days or more. The fjrst yea-and-nay votf which I cast as a freslin legislator in 1949

was in support of such a rule. Two years lfter when it was repealed§I voted to retain it.

However, in light of additional experience §nd observation, I belie‘f the Committee is

generally responsive to majority wishes. | it is not, adequate pa:ﬁiamentary remedies

exist to work the will of{the majority. y

Rep. James Roosevelt (i-ﬂocrat of California)
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has again recommended that~the House Commi
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I reiterate this toda It seems to e the Committee serves&a very useful purpose
as one means of alerting thejpublic to the fays of the internation@§l Communist con-

spiracy.
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As I said at the beginniag, this way of life is challenged today by the

&
to

A

protect the United States and the other free nations of the world against Communism.

atheistic Communist conspiracy. Our Government is spending over $40 billion

The United Nations the other internaftional organizationsin which we participate
likewise m/\to protect our freedoms.
We as individuals must alsq do our part. I think we must know what we ¥alue
and why. We must do everything we can as individuals to make our system work. This
Skt

means we must n‘c:)t:‘“\\‘&”"vD it, we must practice what it teaches; we must be interested in

public affairs, and we must value our libertieis but insist that what'® demand for
Hq-nll': must also be readily available to others. ’vf‘ have a great privilege of enjoying

a free land. We nust accept the graht responsibility of keeping ¥{ff it free not only

for ourselves but also for every other human being.



one of the legislative committees. With its power to recommend a *“rule" by which a bill
is to be considered the committee decides whether a bill should be open to amendments,
what kind of changes may be made, and how long debate should last. By refusing a "rule"
or neglecting to take any action this Committee of 12 persons {8 Democrats, 4 Republicans
in the 86th Congress) can make it difficult to get a bill to the floor of the House for
debate and a vote.

«.» Some criticism is directed at the Committee on the basis that it holds up legisla-
tion desired by a majority of the members by interjecting its own judgment on the merits
of the legislation rather than simply deciding when and how a bill will be considered.

In answer, the Chairman, Rep. Howard Smith, (Democrat of Virginia) points out that
there are three other ways of bringing legislation to the floor: suspension of the rules,
requiring a two-thirds vote; a discharge petition signed by a majority of members, and
the use of a method known as '"Calendar Wednesday.' Concerning the latter Chairman Smith
has said, "If a bill languishes in the Rules Committée or any other Committee, on that day
the Committee can bring that bill up and have it considered in the House. 1If a ma jority
wants to consider it, they can consider it.'" It has been my observation that very little
if any legislation desired by a majofity of the House membership is actually tied up
permanently in the Committee on Rules.

An enlargement of the Committee has been suggested as has a change in membership
and procedure. A revival of the 2l-day rule has been recommended. This would permit
consideration by the House of any bill which had been before the Rules Committee for
21 days or more. The first yea-and-nay vote which I cast as a freshman legislator in 1949
was in support of such a rule. Two years later when it was repealed I voted to retain it.
However, in light of additional experience and observation, I believe the Committee is
generally responsive to majority wishes. 1f it is not, adequate parliamentary remedies
exist to work the will of the majority.

COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES: Rep. James Roosevelt (Democrat of California)
has again recommended that the House Committee on Un-American Activities be abolished or
its activities drastically reduced. Two years ago when he made a similar proposal I
stated in the WASHINGTON REVIEW: "This Committee was established to carry on a continual
investigation of subversion in our country and to recommend legislation against the
Communist conspiracy...

"fntil a better plan for doing so is presented to the Congress, I will vote to
continue the Committee on Un-American Activities.'

I reiterate this today. It seems to me the Committee serves a very useful purpose
as one means of alerting the public to the ways of the international Communist con-

spiracy.





