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RADIO SCRIPT RECORIED JAN, 17, 1968, FOR WEEKEND USE BY FIFTH DISTRICT RADIO STATIONS.

This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington,

The 90th Congress is now embarked on its second year of activity. This could
be a fateful sssions 2 Ao Counlicec .cn Mufw oty

It can be expected that the debate will be lively and partisan, since this is
au/;‘i%::{on year, But at the same time the American people are justified in expecting
that the very grave problems confronting this Nation will be dealt with in resppmsible
fashion,

The chief domestic problem is the high cost of living, The economists call it
inflation, The housewife calls it higher prices,

What do we do gbout it?

There are two ways to attack inflation, One is to %%im federal spending,
since exce ssive federal expenditures tend to push prices.upwerd, The other way /is 4
to raisd everybpdy's taxes,

I think it is far better to bring feder dl spending under control and set it at

AT
reasonable limits, This would definitely help to keep prices from going up and up and

aps -/

Biaer Pmsident/(@jaﬁtvjﬂto raise your taxes, I opposed the President's tax increase
in the last session of Congre ss and at this time I am still opposed to taking a bigger
tax bite out of everybody's income,

It seems the only way to force the John son Administration to hold down federal
s nding is to refuse to approve an income tax increase...refuse to give them more

/ f“")-ég to spend. As it is they are spending borrowsd money--and by going into the
money marksts to borrow that money dssethey help to push up imkesssessakex the interest
rates that every American buying something on time has to pay.

It's long past the time that we put our fiscal house in order, We can do that and
still Zeewehassseddmmk move toward the goals that all Americans see as desirable=-an
end to poverty, the restoration of domestic tranquillity il in this country, an
America at peace with itself and the world, genuine prosperity and not an artificial
boom based on a bloody war, city streets that are safe at any hour of dasy or night,

a new spiritual strength fof the Nation that flows from a cleariw sense of national
objectives and from inspired leadership at mis the highest levels,

High-sounding words and Jmilsimg lofty goals are not enough, of course, We must
clothe our words with aee actions that bridge the gap we often mm see between promise
and performance on the nationdl scene, : // Y0RD

In the Congress we must continue our efforts to mmi meet the fiscal crj.sis

generated by seven consecutive years of federaldsx deficits, And we must dn\ﬁf\,
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legislatively with the new problems of 1968--parficularly the threat to the dollar
posed by continued inflation at home and the outflow of our gold to other nations,

The terrible tragedy of the bloody land war in Vietnam continues,

We must bend every effort in 1968 to bring that war to an early and honorabls
close and to build a durable peace in Southeast Asia over the long term,

We must shampblmz strengthen the overallmm position of the United States
trsesmartimsigipx internationally, paxicisesssix notably by improving our partnership
supibbismex relationship with other nations of the Free World, We are pot making
sufficient progress in Africa. We are falling short in Latin America, gesmust

oSe

developmes diplomatic, military and economic policies which will rebuild s world

e &2
prestige and powere

It is % rise and use the mmbgex strengths we possesss, time to build
a mw/'lmrica.
This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from the nation's capitale

I'l1l be talking with you again next week, same time, same station,
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Dear Colleague:

Attached is the first of the 4-1/2-minute weekly radio=television scripts
for this session, Although this one deals with Abraham Lincoln, the first Republican
President whose birthday we will observe shortly, others will cover issues of a more
current nature to suggest possible material for broadcasts to your district stations, You
may also be able to use the contents for your newsletters and other purposes.

e

Since we want material sent to you by the Committee to be useful as
") possible, would you or a member of y t

V?I _attached and return to me?_We want to make certain these scripts are of sufficient

ou~~and will appreciate your frank appraisal and

value to continue sending them
comments. Many thanks.

Bob Wilson, M, C.

Chairman
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NATIONAL REPUBLICAN CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEE » 312 CONGRESSIONAL HOTEL « WASHINGTON 3, D. C. « LINCOLN 4-3010

Script No. | v ) January 22, 1968

ABRAHAM LINCOLN--ALESSON FOR DROPOUTS

Notz2: The following script on Abraham Lincoln is
being sent to you in advance of Lincoln's Birthday
in ordzr that you may use the matarial for radio=TV,
newslatters, speeches, =tc,

This is Congrassman Jerry Ford reporting to you from Washington.

In this day and age, whan our youngsters are on a rampage of so-called "individual
sz lf-exprassion, " it seems an opportuna time to think bcck?ona of America's graatest sons and
recall what he was like os a teen-agar and young man,

Tha old axpression, "es tha twig is bant tha trze’s inclined, " could have been
coined to explain the davelopment of Abraham Lincoln from an under-privilegad youth on the zarly

American frontizr to one of this nation's graatast Prasidents, The bending and sheping of the

[ — .
-

Lincoln twig into Prasidential timber occurrad when Lincoln wes a teen-ager. The storizs of his

[ S—

aarly yzars illustratz his fundomental warmth and humanity.

Have you ever heard the story of young Lincoln and the mud=turtls?

It is vary indicativa, | think, of th2 adult Lincoln was to grow into. One day, some
of Lincoln's school-fzllows came upon a largz mud-turtl>. As boys will, they startad to taas2 it,
Onez thing l2d to another and finally onc of them suggest=d lighting a firz on its back. It wos at
this point that young Abz passed the group. Hz saw the poor animal struggling to g2t away from
the burning twigs on its upper shell, He rogzd at tham for the torturs they ware inflicting on o
poor dumb bzast. That night, still wrought=-up by the cruzl scane, he wrotz an assay against
cruzlty to animals. This :ssay is quite possibly his first litzrary =ffort. The twig that was Lincoln
"inclinzd" against man's inhumonity.

Lincoln, as a tzenager, was what today so many of our yoyngstars are trying to be--

_ ey
different, He wos tramendously strong, quist and soft spokenfi Wanted to help—~¢ L
y (4 /\; b T ‘\

people around him. His was an age when tying objects to a dog's tail wos considared a logitimats

.

sport. It was only an animal after alll Lincoln went vary much to the other axtrame. J3 iﬁ\éé?
o 14

saved a dog from drowhing when the rivar into which the dog had fallan was dangzroudly full of

ice f|0‘-2$ .

Arm——— - Mora2 =
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Of coursz, you all know about Lincoln and rail=splitting. | wonder if you know the
"princely" recompansa that he received for his labor? He had to split four hundrad rails to cam
matarial to maks a pair of j2ans. He must hava achad as he stood up to b2 fittd for that pair
of pants, But he must have been proud, too.

When he was 22, the twig=-or should | say the limb=~that was Lincoln inclinad
away from the life of a farmer, A nzighboring trader sent him south in command of a larg: flat=
boat, On this trip, he was ravolt=d by his first sight of a slave=markat in action, At the closz
of this trip to New Orlzans, he wes put in charge of a store st up by his neighbor in Naw Salzm,
It was whilz running this storz that Lincoln acquirad the nickname, "Honest Abz." It was in
New Salem that he made the wonderful statement=="] don't feel 2asy till | have turnad my thoughis
all round==North, South, Ecst and Wast, "

In this era of "dropouts” and delinquants, it is intzresting to not2 that although
Lincoln's total days at school did not amount to onz full yzar-~there ware no schools available
in th2 wildernass in which he was raiszd--ha lzemzd the 3 R's wall 2nough to run a store and
write latters for his l2ss litarat> friands.

The experiencas of Lincoln's zarly dayXin short, shapad the mind and heart of th:
man who yz2ars latr was to bacome this nation's 16th prasident-~a president whom wz honor and
respact on the 159th annivarsary of his birth this year. W2 could hop= for much less then that
the youth of our day bz inspired by th2 examplz and experiencs of the Graat Emancipator who was
America's first Rapublican Prasident,

This is Congrassman Jerry Ford reporting from Washington,

(Not=: A copy of this script is available on Telepromptar in the Housz TV Studio,
For additional information on this script or to suggest ideas for futura scripts, contact the Com-

mittee's Public Relations Office,)
# F #



SCRIPT RECORDED JAN, 24, 1968, FOR WEEKEND USE BY FIFTH DISTRICT RADIO STATIONS

This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington.

Now that the President has delivered his State of the Union Message to
Congress and the Nation, the White House is beginning to spell out the details
of some of his proposals.

The first of these legislative messages dealt with ways to put the hard-core
unemployed to work in private industry.

I wasfiapp; to see the President adopt the Republican approach of setting up
a partnership arrangement with industry to try to lick hard=-core unemployment.

This is far different from the tack taken by the President in a recent
television conversation with news correspondents when he threatened that the
government would give everybody jobs if private industry didn't.

It is difficult to understand why the Johnson Administration did not move
toward an industry-government partnership years ago in an effort to reach the
hard-core unemployed in the ghettoes. Was it necessary for 120 of our cities to
explode with riots, large and small, before the wisdom of a joint industry-
government outreach in this direction could be seen by those in power?

The jobs proposal offered by the President follows to 1£?g:1t extent some
of the recommendations made by House Republicans for several years. For instance,

XJL)Republican‘ypropos‘glthe creation of an Industry Youth Corps, which provided
that youths without skills be trained by industry for good=paying jobs with the

governmment to payAZ! per cﬁnt of the trai;zezm:::ISI

House Republicans also have sought for years to win majority party approval



e
of a plan to give industry a 10 per cent tax credit to train the hard=-core
unemployed and low echelon workers who badly need upgrading in skills,

Federal law provides industry witﬁ a 7 per cent tax credit on the purchase
of new machinery and the construction of new plants. Are human beings of less
value than machines, or brick and mortar?

It strikes me that the riots which scarred the face of America last summer
and resulted in death and destruction might well have been avoided if an

industry-government attack on hard-core unemployment had been launcheé Jnng-ugu;?j%;z;:;

Whether the President's current plan should be adopted exactly as proposed
o b
is a question I cannot answe ngress will have to consider it carefully
before passing judgment on the specifics of it. But certainly there can be no
disagreement about the desirability of the objective. America is the healthier
to the extent that every able-bodied citizen is made productive and is able to
get and hold a good job.

(i dhs 6o Ford sar Hhe.

(PAUSE) . . .Otine—soirom=ip=bire House last week centere§ on the President's
fotpoge sk B 19

proposal to increase income tax billsmy/ 10 per ¢ nt.ak M

It is interesting to note that the President wants to increase federal
expenditures by $10.4 billion in fiscal year 1968-69--and his proposed tax
increase is estimated to bring in about $12 billion. The two figures just
about balance each other off.

It would be far better to reduce the President's spending requests by
$10 billion than to increase the tax burden on theg people by that amount,
That's a better way to fight inflation and high interest rates.

The federal government doesn't operate in a vacuum.
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The same people who pay the federal income tax also pay state and local taxes.
Taxes at the state and local level have been climbing steadily. 1In my view,
members of Congress should be looking ﬁard for ways to avoid any increase in
federal income tax. The taxpayer is carrying a heavy enough load now.

This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from the nation's

capital. 1I'll be talking with you again next week--same time, same station.

## #



SCRIPT RECORDED JAN. 31, 1968, FOR WEEKEND USE BY FIFTH DISTRICT RADIO STATIONS

This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from the Nation's
capital.

Washington was spilling over with news last week--much of it bad. One of
the few bright spots was House passage of a bill to provide additional protection
for the consumer--for the American who buys on credit.

This was the so-called Truth In Lending Bill, which I feel is badly needed.

t Foae e

I am proud to say that not only Eza‘iiatfﬁfii receiVﬁpripartisan support but it

was stronger than the bill that passed the Senate last year.

The House Truth In Lending Bill was beefed up in committee with Repéblican
help. In addition, House Republicans offered a floor amendment to the bill
aimed at bringing federal forces into action against loan-sharking--one of the
principal sources of revenue for the crime syndicates. The Republican amendment
had a dual purpose--to zero in on the lending of money at illegally high rates
of interest and to cut off a large source of the funds which finance organized
crime,

The bad news last week came out of North Korea, South Vietnam and the
Président's budget.

For the third time in our history an American ship was seized on the high
seas. North Korea, a fifth rate power, simply boarded a U.S. Navy intelligence
vessel and forced it into their port of Wonsan.

Before the White House had even indicated what this country might do in
response, I urged that we try to recover the ship and its crew through diplggg;iEL

7 < OR ) A

' ' K o “V /’A\x- (’,-

means but preparedfo take military measures if diplomacy failed. I also[goted :
\ = b

\ D

o

S
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that the credibility of the United States was being tested and that it must be

maintained if America is not to be humiliated in the eyes of the world. For

that reason I deplored the lengthy silence at the White House which followed }Z*.éizq1£27
the incident. Fortunately, the President finally went on radio and television

to tell the Nation what had occurred and what actions he was taking. His message

lulpm«\ ‘{)o bu1n4*’ wrd
was @dl—too\brief and not very reassuring but it-arers most welcome.

I felt at the time that the Hort?{grean action might be part of a»pattern
intended to discredit the United States intérnationally. The rest of the pattern
was not long in emerging.

The American people, I'm sure, were thoroughly shocked to read of the latest
developments in the Vietnam War...fighting in the streets of Saigon, with the
enemy holding the American Embassy Compound for six hours!

This points up the need for the Saigon Government to build a strong South
Vietnamese Army and to win the overwhelming support of the Vietnamese people.
Otherwise our mission in South Vietnam will fail no matter how successful American
forces are against the main forces of North Vitnam.

The President's budget, sent to Congress last week, was another piece of
bad news. It totalled a record $186.1 billion.

I called it an unbelievable budget. I found it incredible that the President

should draft a budget providing for a $20 billion deficit without a tax increase

f) ,(@Lukz}géuzuAQG/ @rd in
o o
and $§8 PillionVif taxes are raiseé)/\Congre 8 t red

e fhe g&esidéﬁt's requests=--
= &/
substantially. : /uco7hqm&4¢dgbtza”
#W'M WWM

As I said in a statement on the budget, ## containy§ no joy for the taxpayer.



L

In my view, we can move America ahead without flirting witquankruptcy.
This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington.

I'll be with you again next week over this same station.

##+#



. SCRIPT RECORIED FOR USE BY FIFTH DISTRICT RADIO STATIONS THE WEEKEND OF FEB., 9-11, 1968

This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from the Naftion's
capital,

Attention focused here last week on the latest Johnson Administration
statements concerning the Pueblo incident, the impact of the Commnist offensive

in ¥ietnam and the trawel taxes proposed by the Administration as part of its

efforts to stop tlmﬂgf:jram.

North Korea's seizure of the U.S. Navy intelligence ship, the Pueblo,
stirred fresh congroversy here when Defense Secretary McNamara said S8 the vessel

may have intruded upon North Korea's territorial waters, To me, this indicated that

i s e

p—

the inistanuStaisstre Administration was getting ready to accede to North

Korean demands that our government admi ch an intrusion and spologize for it

— is
in order to obtain the WMEE release of the PuebloMk and its crew, What most

(\
distukbrbing me about this is that Administration officials earlier had told the
Congreas and the American people that at no time had the Pueblo sailed into Nort
Korean waters, The impression now is that the United States will

humiliate itself by giving North Korea the "confession" the Cormunists demand whether

w

the charge is true or not.k The entire chain of events also makes it difficult for us

P

to believe Administration officials under my/\circ\mtancn. Of course, we all want to
get the erew lt\he ship back, but we shouldn't have to swear to a lie to do it. ¥ Our

#§ officials should tell the truth and stick with it--whatever the truth may be,

cw»m S il i 1
Apparently we'!ll never know what the truth is %we mex got the a@x Pueblo's crew

back and have them appear befare a congre ssional investigating committee.

f-\
In Vietnam it seems clear that 3 spokesmen for the mf{dninis‘tﬂtiqn

," o
1

again have been guilty of over-optimism at best and of misleading the Amerie\én people
o

- | il
at worst. I don't see how anyone ( ﬂ’\é(ﬁé)
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E— P
can shrug off the effects of the #lk Commnist of fensive of ¥ recent days, Our

.
prior to the Communist Bk

position v
onslaught was not as good as Administration spokesmen indicated, and Communist

strength is f ar greater than we had been led to believe. We must not yield one inch

in our determination to bring the Vietnam War to an honorable conclusio

e
We must not let the latest developments in Vietnam #8SllE persuade us to negotiate

-

U
peace on the Communists! terms, Thet would be capitulation and(’a iERGNER be trayal

of every American who has shed blood on Vietnamese soil, But we should be ever skeptical
of optimistic statements made by spokesmen for the Administdation, The situation demands
realism, not pollyanna promises.

brsvile

There is no question that the Congress will every bit of support needed

by our men in Vietnem, including every dollar needed to finance % Zpﬂld

At the same time, Congress must deal with another great problem--the continuing

e e iz, |
deficit in our balance of payments, the fact that this

country and its citizens have been spending seversal billions of doklars more abroad than
have been coming in to the United States,

As one part of its program to try to balance the dollar outflow and inflow,

(‘\
the & Administration last week sent Congress a proposal to put a 5 per cent
(_"’\
tax on wiwhismE airline and steamship tickets to foreign destinations and to tax
Americans traveling abroad for every doller they spend in excess of $7 a day, The tex
'/_—\

would be 15 per cent on the wmsEmg amount between $7 and $15, and 30 per cent on the
amount in excess of $15,

We must do something about our serious balance of payments situation. If we

S T AP
don't,esxtidéneifz il the confidence of foreign creditors in the dollar will be

destroyed. The result would be a collapse of Free World’i’orade and a possible

international depression. But the Admipistration's travel taxes raise a serious



v < i
question, This is,\direct interference with #llllEx 2 basic freedome-the freedom of

Americans to trawel anywhere they pleap

"f—-\
The Administration's Sl per diem travel

t.axe* may, in fact, be illegal, % Aeme Wtzﬂ}w f/ﬁ‘ﬂ )ééfuou/

This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington,

‘/\ g7 m\\a
I'll be talking with you againiigt next week oxemskhsemessrsmémicher same time, same

station,



' SCRIPT RECORIDED FEB, 12, 1968, FOR WEEKEND USE BY FIFTH DISTRICT RADIO STATIONS

This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington.
T e Tuesday
The Samewesedh House of Repmsentatives* is scheduled to take up
AEEMR¥ legislation known as the flold Cover Bill, It would shimissbssnsise wipe

out a law which now requires that all of our Federal Reserve notes and certain of

ﬁ
our U.S., and Treasury notes be backed by @l the equivalency of 25 per cent in

gold.

ﬁ
The idea behind this legislation is to make the gold now being ¥ held as

A
backing for our Reserve Notes available for payment to Mjie foreign governments
and other creditors who are holding American dollars and want to exchange them for

golde Removing the gold cover requirement would free about $10 billion in gold

for use in payment of claims by foreign creditors,
X eoa Py AR - VP
There-probably is no compelling reason to continue the 25 per cent gold
\ M'-g Qﬁq "':»"‘““’33’
backing for Federal Reserve Notes, ﬁOur monetary system is based on confidence,

—— o

not on gold. The more

serious consideration is that the dollar is in trouble both at homs and alwoad

because confidence in the dollar has beehehaken.‘

g— g— ——
Thd dollar is #K in trouble at home because Admbabehswidemmmin the Administration

e s —

has ki

piled up one huge federal deficit after

:
another, and pricesgp have been climbing at the rate of more than 3 per cent a year,
Goco Braeo> ot ae il aa S

Each year the dollar is worth considersbly less in terms of what it will buy./l

The dollar is in trouble abroad because foreigners see that our fiscal NileEe.

e

house is in/\disarray. Some @R foreigners think it is just a question of time

before the United States devalues the dollar in some way just as the British devalued

p— <l
the pound sterling, This is why we had a run on 8 U.S. gold last D,ﬁ%mber. Some
&

foreign creditors decided they woudd rather have gold than American dd&z;s_.ﬁ_ |



- G
Féreign creditors now hold more than 30 billion # American dollars, This
S
huge accumilation of American dollars in foreign ¥R hands has occurred because ’
year'we have been sending and Bpending several billions of dollars mare abroad than
u./ :
were coming back im{to the United States, At the samemgit time, our gold holdings
e
have dwindled B until we now have less than $12 billion in gold, It is because
p——
roughly $10 billion of theglfl2 billion is tied up behind Federal Reserve Notes that
the Johnson Administration wants to remove the so-called gold cover,
g p/v};j won't do much good to remove the gold cover, That is not really the answer

P—_“
to the SEENENEEE huge deficit in our balsnce of payments--the difference between the

— S,
number of dollars.susssisizifizsdcietTisemgiiprmemmad; that winds up in 3N foreign

hands each year and the dollars that flow back in. Freeing the $10 billion? in
gold cover to pay the claims of foreign creditors will just buy time, not solve the
foth ot Aoru
Wproblem. The gold cover bill just points up the seriousness of our dollar troubls 7\
We must make an affirmative attack on our balance of payments problem, To 'do
that we must all engage in some belt-tighten!.ng//\'f:{’tﬁm. We must put our domestic
fiscalf§ house in order if we are to plug the balance of paymenss Bap and restore
ve
confidence in the dollarl %ﬁtdence in the dollar can be restored only by

g
correcting the Will® financial mismanagement which has brought sbout our balance of

E—
payments WS IRIGE Woes.

You can be sure we would not be witne ssing steady erosion of the dollar if

Administratio
the % had been following the advice of Abraham Lincoln, whose

birthday we reesntly marked, Lincoln said: ®The legitimate object of government
is to do for a cogmunity of people whatever they need to have done, but cannot do

at all, or cannot so well do, for themselves, in their separate and individnal

capeities. * "In all that the peoffile can individually do as well for s



Mms," Lincoln said, "government ought not to interfere."

v

I believe those words of Lincoln's are just as true today as when he

Y spoke them 113 years agoe

That is why I say the %)riority of the Congress this ysar is to

revise our fiscal policies and to move promptly toward putting o use in

ordork /‘,W hurs oA ﬁ‘ﬁ”/ '

This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington,

I']ll be talking with you again next week over this same station,
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Script No. 4 February 12, 1968

WASHINGTON'S BIRTHDAY--1968
N — " Iy

Note: The following script on Washington's Birthday is being sent to
you in advance of February 22 in order that you may use it in your
newslettars, speeches or on radio=TV programs,

This is Congressman reporting to you from Washington.

In his Farewell Addrass, his last great warning to America, George Washington--
whose birthday we celebrate next week=-said these words: "Avoid the accumulation of debt
not only by shunning occasions of expenss, but by vigorous exertion in time of peace, to dis-
charge debts which unavoidablz war may have occasioned,

These words arz so applicable today, they might have been written especially for us,

We have been led gradually and scsily in recent y2ars into accepting debt os an al=
most natural, national phanomena. It all started with the sly suggestion that the national debt
was "only something that we owad ourszlves, so why worry about it?"

The answar to that, of coursz, is "then why don't wa just cancel it out now?" Evan
tha most rabid spanders havan't the gall to suggast anything so far-fatchad, Thers would, of
coursa, bz a worldwide financial crisis and the whole financial structurz of our country would
be shakan and perhaps ccllopsz,

For the fact is that the national dabt is a dabt just like any other, It will 2ventually
hava to be paid=~and our children, grandchildren, ond great grandchildren will be the suffarers.

"Avoid the accumulation of debt by shunning occesions of axpanse." It is as if
George Washington foresaw that one day the country he had foundad would be bogged down with
debt, Well, we hava ignorad this warning end we are boggad down,

The lest time we wera out of the red was in 1960-~Prasident Eisenhowar's lost year
in offica, Since then, we have had a budgst deficit every single yeor.

The total of the yearly budgat deficits from 19611968 will come to the caltssal sum
of 69 billion dollars, This year-~in spite of a promised "tight" budgat-~the deficit could be
well over 20 billion dollars, The budgat--instead of boing cut--is 10 billion dollars h%\@mr than

- more -
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in fiscal 1968, It is 27 billion dollars highar than in 1967 and 51 billion dollars higher than the
budge? submitted fo Congrass tn 1966,

During the same eight years, Federal spending has doubled, "Avoid the accumula=~
tion of dabt!" If this Is sound advica for the Individual, ond | believe it is, it Is sound for the
Mationv-espacially during this period when a war is putting added pressure on the budget.
Better that we go without some of the fancy, new programs until the budget is brought into line
and our currant expensas justify tham,..

In closing, let me say this: | know that to.mony of you the Natlon's financial
future looks gloomy and you ask, "Where will it all and?" But look back o moment fo the days
of the man whose birthday wa are honoring. Think of Valley Forge when all seemad hopeless
and remind yourself that we will, cs we have in the past, find solutions o thase problems facing
us. Our whole history proves that. 1 only hope that, when we are on top of the world again,
we remember the lessons that the lost eight years have taught.

This is Congressman reporting from Washington,

(Nota: A copy of this script is available on Teleprompter in the Housz TV Studio,
For additional information on this script or to sug ast ideas for futura scripts, contact the Com~
mittee's Public Rzlations Office.) # 0

-0l

i |



Jek - (., (16
RADIO SCRIPT PREPAREL;FOR WEEKEND USE OVER FIFTH DISTRICT STATIONS #BER.72%; ABER))

This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from the Nation's capital,

If there ever was a time for taking a good, honest look at the Vietnam War, this
is it, Recent events in Vietnam cry out for truth, for candor, for realism, The
American people should be given an honest assessment of what hss happened in Vietnam
and what may lie ahsad,

President Johhson and some of his leading aides told former President Dwight
D, Eisenhower a few days ago that they believed the enemy had been badly hurt in
recent weeks of fighting in Vietnam, They said the South Vietnamese Army and
Bovernment might well emerge stronger than ever as a result of the testing now in

progress./z""ﬂigh Administration officials also expressed doubt the Vietcong could

soon repeat the kind of attack they staged Jan, 29 on South Vietnamese cities,

0\/“") It}wp all very well for President Johnson to confer with a distinguished

former Republican President about the course of the war, But it i:_s_ misleading to

issus nothing but optimistic statements to the press imsklx during such a visit,
indicated to

President Johnson was more forthright jmsmsr when he igisl newsmen at siwexidimx
a White House press conference that he w i1l be committing more than the previously
announced figure of 525,000 Ammmimew U.S. military persomnel to Vietnam,

Vice-President Hubeft Humphrey was far more honest than the President when
he admitted to the AFL-CIO at a meeting in Florida that Siwswlik- the Viet Cong
offensive launched Jan. 29 "did stop" the pacification program in Vietnam==the
allied drive to win the minds and g.i]egianee of the South Vietnamese people,

There alrdady had been ample evidence the pacification program was making
little progress==that sxsssefroameskiamex 2 sizable amount of our aid was slipping
into the pockets of black marketeers, corrupt South Vietnamese officials and
speculators, Some of it even went to supply the Viet Cong,

But with the Jan. 29th Viet Cong offensive, the pacification program (ént Sy

e

o
smash, Thus the Viet Cong scored a victory in that sense, regardless of whé‘b‘@_e_i};‘

other objectives might have been and regardless of their tremendous losses in manpower,



=P

Years of work on the task of nation-building and pacification in Vietnam now
“;Z‘,Zﬂﬂzr
have been reduced t%mthing. he President should be honest enough to tellk the
American people it could take 20 years to rebuild South Vietnam even under the
% ,
/\f" be onditions,

It may be that the Viet Cong attacked the South Vietnamese cities solely with
the view of dislocating the Allied war effort snd causing a breakdown of the
government. I am certain they believe that the war will be won in tthe minds of the
South Vietnamese people and not in the jungle se’ and mountains, I have repeatedly
sajid--and I do so now=--that allied military success in Vietnam will be meaningle ss
if we do not also succeed in the ¥other wmmilk war,®™ the pacification program,

The President may feel that the terrorist tactics of the Viet Cong will

ot

N
boomerang., But the Viet Cong has carriedemx out its terror campaign Adeliberate;y.

This is a part of their strategy. They execxuted an estimated 300 civilians at
To try to convince

Hue, Why? ABINA%GMENSEERSY<the rest of the South Vietnamese people that no one
in South Vietnam is safe, ewen in the cities, and that allm who oppose the Viet Cong
in the future will be dealt with skiiikwmigmsc in like fashion,

Administration officials say the Viet Cong cannot repeat the Jan, 29 offemnsive,
But the enemy's new rocket-and-mortar offensive continues to pin down our forces by
bringing do,ens of cities, towns and military outposts under #& shellfire, High
American
Sdindevigicrpiglys officials sm in Saigon dowwslemmx admit that the enemy has the
resources to continue such rocket and mortar attacks,

But of course nobody in the Administration mentions the fact that these rockets
and mortars are gk being supplied to the 'iet Cong by the Soviet Union., Instead

Administration officials appeared on Cspitol Hill last week to testify in support of

President Johnson's request for expanded trade with Communist nationsy in Eastsrn Europe.



This is a time for us to be resolute, Americans have never run under fire,
But it is also a time for us to be completely realistic about the forces arrayed
against us in the worlde, There is no éubstitute for truth in government,

This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington, I'll

be talking with you again next week=--same time, samexx station,

#H##
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Script No. 6 Fabruory 26, 1968
THE TRAVEL TAX

This is Congrassman raporting to you ffom Washington,

I'm sure you've all heard the legand of the little Dutch boy who stuck his fingar in a
diks in a vain att2mpt to stop the water from flooding through and inundating the surrounding
country. Wall, many Congressmen think that the travel tax proposed by the Admir:istration is
just os vain a gasture where our balance of payments is concerned. it is a fingar in the dike whan
what we need is a new dam to prevant further deterioration of America’s financial position in the
world today.

The consensus==if | may borrow the Administration's favotitz word==szems to be that
the tax will not help solva our balance of payments problem which, of prasent, w2 come out on
the short end of by more than thrze and one~-half billion dollars annually.

Added to this is a strong feeling that th: tax fs’/\%%'. It will not particularly hurt
the poor, who will not ba trov ling abroad much anyway, nor the rich, who pnobubly can afford

: :f if they do traval, It is the middle income travelzr who wil! rzally feel the pmch | 2

This is what the tax proposzs: The firet s2ven dolicrs of deily =xp°nditur=s wnIl be
exampt, Tha next zight dollars will bz taxad 15 parcents All 2xpenditurss in 2xcass of 15 doliars
a day will be taxad 30 percent,

| Thxs will mean that a singlz person who spends 752 4stlors to traval in Europe for 20
ddys--o fairly avarcg° amount=~would pay 159 dollars travzl tax in addition to a fiv2 percent tax
on a plane or staumship tickat also proposad by tha Administration,

A family of four planning to spend 1,500 dollars for a 20~day Europzan tour would
pay 186 dollars tax,

T/i\?'e is also this point fo be takzn into considzration: 75 percent of American spend-
ing ir{ "Sulri?;'ies which would be affected by the proposed tax is donz by businessmen who g2t a
tax braak. Only about 500 million dollars is spent on plecsure travel. So, if forzign gov/amm
should decide to rataliate==de Gaulls has already thraatzned to-=the travel tax could c{Q con-
siderablz harm, It could wipe out a good part of the 530 million dollars that Europzans speng_/

= mor: =
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herezgv;ry year==thareby worsening the deficit rathar thon al!aytaﬁng it.

There is another side *h?‘ Katel ¥ . hat is, | think, extremely important, [t im=-
pinges on on= of our freedomx It liiﬂi;&fh.} traditional freedom of movemant ond travz| accorded
to all American citizens. | personally bzlieve that one of the basic rights of a frze peoplz is the
freedom to traval, The travel tax would rastrict that right to some degrez and is, thersforz, a
risky experiment, in my opinion.

But the bosic concarn whi?h | shorz with meny of my colleagues in Congrass is that the
traval tex plon:lan't the unsWerAto the balancz of payments problem, It might cut tourist spending
overseas by 250 million dollars, b%Z:s&ZsLﬁmates. But this Is trivial compared with total tourist
spending of about four billion dollars. And, of coursz, it doesn't aven comparz with the govern=
ment's spending abroad on forzign aid, which some estimate runs cs high es 2ight billion dollars
a year.

The travel tax plan, os so far explained to us in Congrass, seems little morz than o
"stop~gop" program--the wrong remedy, ot the wrong tijme and in the wrong way, in other worch/ Ko w0

M P2 2 wwans filornrinded | dho Al M.u—(-ﬂ-//
his s Congrassman raporting from Washington.

(Note: A copy of this script is availablz on Telzpromptzr in the Housa TV Studio. _
For additional information on this script or to sugg2st ideas for future scripts, contact th: Comml¢=.
2e's Public Relations Offic2,)
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This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington.

Action now being taken by the Congress tells us more plainly than ever before
that the American dollar is in trouble. That action is the removal of the last
bit of gold backing for our currency.

Under present law, the federal government must keep on hand an amount of gold
equal to 25 per cent of the paper money in circulation in the form of federal
reserve notes, At Administration insistence, this law is to be repealed.

A law requiring 25 per cent backing in gold for all the currency that is issued
places a limitation on the money supply. It means that our money managers, the
Administration in power in Washington and the Federal Reserve Board, cannot say
that the sky is the limit.

The requirement of some gold backing for our currency also imposes other
restraints on the Administration since it acts as a kind of brake with regard to
fiscal and monetary policies generally,

Under pressure from the Administration, the House has voted 199 to 190 to
remove the so-called gold cover from our currency, and the Senate is expected to
follow suit.,

The Administration had to ask that the gold cover be removed because they have
allowed the dollar to get into trouble overseas., They have overcommitted this
country so heavily all over the world that the United States is leaving several
billions of dollars more each year with foreigners than is coming back into this
country.

At the same time the Administration.has been overspending at home...borrowing
heavily to pay for new and expanding programs with money it doesn't have...and so

foreign governments have begun wondering how sound the dollar is. Some foreign



-2«
holders of U.S. dollars have decided they'd rather have gold. Some speculators
figure that eventually the United States will have to devaluate the dollar...

pay more than the going price of $35 an ounce for gold...and they'll get rich in
the process, All of this uncertainty,‘this loss of confidence in the dollar, has
produced a run on U.S. gold. Last December, the United States experienced a record
gold outflow for a single month--more than $900 million.

With nearly all of our present stock of gold tied up as backing for our
federal reserve ndes, the Administration is in a frenzy to throw off the gold cover
and pledge that every last bar of our gold will be available upon demand by foreign
creditors holding U.,S. dollars. Only in that way, they say, can confidence in the
dollar abroad be maintained.

The truth, of course, is that the fundamental fiscal and monetary problems this
country faces can be solved only by checking domestic inflation, cutting back
drastically on U.S. spending overseas, greatly expanding our exports, and
encouraging travel by foreigners in the United States. We will also have to
rebuild the world's monetary system.

One danger in removal of the gold cover from our federal reserve notes is that
the pressure on the Administration to put our fiscal house in order is reduced.

Here are the facts on our fiscal house. Federal government spending at an
annual rate has risen from $93 billion in 1960 to $167.5 billion in December 1967--
up more than 80 per cent, The National Debt has jumped from $290 billion in 1960
to $350 billion--up 19 per cent. The yearly interest on the national debt has
mounted from $9.2 billion in 1960 to $13.5 billion=--up 46 per cent,

This is why I resisted taking off the discipline that gold backing for our

currency imposed on the Administration. If there ever was a time for discipline



in our financial affairs, it is now.

This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from the Nation's

capital, I'll be talking with you again next week over this same station.

# # #
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This is youwr congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington,

The House has passed two so-called minor pieces of legislation which are
very meaningful because these bills aré "pgople legislation,.”

One, gust aprroved by the House, closes a loophole in laws aimed at
discouraging obscene, abusive or harxassing telephone calls, Although all 50
states now have laws to penslize persons making such gmiwx telephone calls within
their boundaries, there is at present no federal law mxk making it a crime to
make calls of this kind across state lines,

Ixunsxamstzhapryzioxseex thexinnxeaxtaknz
The bill passed by the House provides a penalty of a $500 fine or six months

in jail or both for persons fmmmix convicted of placing obscene, abusive or harxassing
telephone calls across State lines or within the District of Columbia,

The matter of harassing telephone calls has become particularly serious now
that we are engaged in war and our servicemen are spread across the globe, The
most vicious offender calls a family with a son in the service and, pretending to
be the bearer of an official message, tells them their son has been killed,

I had personal experience with an incident of this kind fairly recently.
Last Christmas my telephone rang about 9 o'clock in the ewening, It was a Grand

her
Repids mother who was hystericalckmmotxs Bomeone had called/with a message that
her son, wx% who was stationed on Okinawa, hasd lost his life in an accident,

I immediately called the Pentagon but smuidxmmix there was nc answer,.

So I got in touch with sxziirzFersezgensrztzxhrzisxaxgyx a friend who is an

Air Force Generals About three hours later I got a call back from xm a Navy
,/Eskdzx
Q:,‘ MR

@
ed in

w3

admiral who said the Grand Rgpids soldier who »ux supposedly had been k

»

. .
en accldent om Okinawa was alive and well, TItsw= was midnight Christmas night

-

when I placed a c2ll to the mother in Grand Rapids to assure her her son was fine,



I was happy to see the phone cell bill pass the House, I feel certain the
Senate willxk approve it, tooe I'm in favor of all the machinery mex necessary to
discourage telephone calls from =x mentally sick or emotionally disturbed ixdisidummx
individuals who bring grief to others,

The & Bell Telephone people favored the legislation, Iwixzkitixewmpimizaxike They

gbusive and harassing callse
phairxpfz axsxneeedztex are working hard to fight kxkpx last year the Bell System
received 641,821 complaints about such calls, There are effective techniques and
devices to detect and bring about the arrest of pesrsons making such czlls if the
telephone company is notified, So the laws providing punishment for offenders are
not just a lot of words on the books, They are there to be carried outy and lawmayers
intend to see that they are.

The other bill approved by the House axfwxdwgxx recently is aimed at preventing
miscarriages of justicee, It is a mexxm Fair Jury Bill, wbmexdwsigmmad designed to
provide for a more equitable selection of persons for jury duty.

It is common knowledge that in some criminal ceses persons guilty of a crime
are acquitted by a jury prejwmiirexzinxikeirxfyspr or, converssly, are convicted
because the jury does not represent a true cross-section of the Emjim commimity.

And the jury does not represent a cfoss-section of the community because the laws

of jury selection imzxemexexsmxx at present do not adequately prowizexfwexexattublexx
permits

sEZmekimpxmfx guard against jury stacking. This, of course, *f a perversion of the

American system of justice,

b'e The House-approved bill attacks jury stacking by making it mandatory that

federal juries be selected from among tkmxmmmsxefxregistered voters whose names

are chosen at random. This should prevent any rigging or artificial manipulation

of jury selsction to mitwixm obtain a prejudiced verdict,



A poet once wrote: "And the truth shall ever come uppermost, And justice
shall be done."

T have alwgys done my best to sée that that ideal is realizede

This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington.

I'11 be talking with you against next week--same time, same station,
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This is your congressmsn, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington.
Attention was focused here last week on all of the paimful problems springing
from the Vietnam War, 3 4
What all of the talk added up to was the need for President Johnson to let
the American people know just how serious our situastion is in Vietnam and to come up
Meenr
with mani.ngfulﬂducisiom on %8R Vietnam strategy and the cost of the war,
There is a desperate meed for the Administration to come clean with the
American people, to tell :hheﬁ{uth § about just how badly the allied cause was hurt
by the Communist offensive launchedil in late January snd to lsy out our course for

!
the future, 'MJJ G

It seems obvious that Johnson-style escalation in Vietnam has not been
(T
successful. Tg tMin:“i\s come for the President to admit as much to himself and the
Nation end to meke some hard policy decisions,

If the President decides in favor of greatly increased troop commitments to
Vietnam, he will run into trouble in Congress, R His own leader in the Senate,
Mike Mansfield of Montana, has said that "we should not get in any deeper™ because
"escalation only begets escalation,"

I pegsonally # that the shocking reva@al we : recently
suffered in Vietnam stems from the fact that the Joh-oj Administration madaftha
mistake of gradually stepping up the pace of the war in Vietnam in a way that the
enemy could easily matche-instead of hitting hard and overwhelmingly from the p(,)utset.

Whatever our future course, it certainly does not help for the Administration

to talk as though the results of the Jan, 30 Communist of fensive were a 7(1;61? Tﬂr

our side, ' ‘.v 3



This has always been one of the chief difficulties in our handling of the
asewalls_
Vietnam situation=-lack of -ﬂw information on which to base intelligent
decisions,

You take the cost of the Vietnam War, for instance, The M/M/dministration
has consistently underestimajad the cost of the war while demanding multi-billion-dollar
increases on spending for,\domeatic progeamse The Congress can't really consider
properly a request for domestic spending if the cost of the war x is fogged up with
faulty estimamtes, There is even reason to wonder whether the Administration has
deliberately amdmrmstimtsx dnderestimated the cost of the war so that its domestic

pspending requests would get more favorable mm consideration, L"‘\) v b 6

In any case, the 2dministration's batting record on war cost estimating is
amazingly poore

For example, President Johnson estimated defense spending at $49 billion for
ﬁscal?\’g;)é but it turned out to be $5L.L billion...with nearly $6 billion charged to
the Vietnam Wer,

For fiscal year 1967 the President estimated the war cost at $10.3 billion,
Instead the war cost for that period was m.{{ﬂlion--barly tut doubls the original
estimate, And, believe it or not, the President insisted when he sent the 1967 budget

to Congress that the Vietnam War would be over by June 30, 1967, the end of that fiscal

yeare
For the present fiscal year, which mxmz began last July 1, the President
X since
estimated the war cost at/ billion, He hasmmuoqgfew revised this up ward to

$2L,.5 billion, But the staff of the Senate Appropriations Commitéee figures it at

more than $30 billion, And this is the figure that knowledgesble members of the

N N

Congre ss,{lee when tdlking about the dollar cost of the Vietnam War,



Iz k hm7Pen ot vtz dexiie x7 xnx sl X2 xumre? gsest atd anx dnz ¥ias namg x te xon s zeg X S

Ewexz xoxt iz gox ez $38 zivi 33k one myxumrax

The President has estimated Vietnam War costs at $25.8 billion for the 1969-f
fiscal year, which will begin next July 1, But that was before the Communist

offensive, And even then the Senate Appropriations Committee put the fiscal 1969 Vietnam

cost at $32 billion,

Now if the President sharply escalates our troop commitment in Vietnam, thexemxt

At the same time, our casualties are at record levels,
this could add anywhere from $6 to $10 billion to our war costs, / It clearly is timt}ﬁ

This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, report you from ﬁ?.m/____/in
be talking with you again next wesek over this same station. e
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This is your congressma, Jerry Ford, reporting from Washington,

Recent dsys have seen some exciting developments in the Nation's capital and

elsewhere in the worldg

mmdential nominations of the two major political parties
have beco%r’e competitive, The extent to which national policy on issues of great
importance can be manlpnl;écﬁ‘.* made A ident, And the seriousne ss of the crisis
involving the American dollar and the Administbation's menagement of our fiscal affairs

hoaocs 2/

‘”’madei\ laine

The fact that the nomination for the presidency will not be a foregone conclusion

in either major political party is a healthy devel te Competition is good in
W, M

politics as on the playing ﬁeldAWTha latest entries into the pﬁt al sweepstakes
pod d Gt UL'A“I
the The

ensure that there will be a healthy dialogue/fn the great issues of day,

yslns H T WJLO
fut benefit, 4

people; cannotig®y help

l But thwhat leading Democratic politicians sought to establish a presidential

advisory commission which would have been stacked to bring about a s v, change in our
policy on Vietnam is a‘shocking developments /

It is shocking because it smacks of public deception, Ad we have had far too much

of that under the present Administration. The mblif.,c"/wmxld have been deceived beceause

I am amazed that the President would even have considered such a proposal fork\.

\ momente , A
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The problem of Vietnam continues, and so does that of restoring the confidence

of other nations in the American dollar,
— pry B
Recently we @ witne ssed aAfaa piece of emergency action on the partge of the
r<_\

United States s#gs and six other "gold pool" nations when they adopted a two-price
system for gold,

The run on gold which forced the seven gold pool nations to stop the sale of
gold to individuals resulted because Europeans had lost confidence in the d ollar and

(\
expacted it would be devalued, In other words, they thought the g official price of
i e

gold would be raised smzparimgsx from $35 an ounce to perhaps $70 and they would make

a killing - upon reselling their gold. W M W Qf‘
a_ 7&/;,»0/

% was,‘lh to see the spaculmrs' plans upset by adoption of the two-price system
/’———\
for gold, but/{fhis does not seReEiEpesilmwrgl moan that confidence in the dollar has

been restored.

E L Ty
I was glad, too, to hesr President Johnson call for assshmasisigme snwemsies zusterity

program to plug the deficit in our balance of payments=-but it

remains to be seen just what this means, /;u a.«:// M v

The President last January called his $186 billion budget for fiscal 1969 auste:ie--

to A prbmtlif ¥ o Do Codpane and the Rogpl, 1,4,

yet it p'ov:ldedﬂror M an increase of $10,4 billion in federal spending, Now t.alks of

a reduction of $8 or §9 billion in his budget requests, MENESSR® It must be kept in
mind that; such a reduction in the President's budget would mean actusl egmsmiimmg cuts

L 1 @fdy_, W . ! "
of only about $4 billion belcwgthe&eve% contemplated by the Presidient is is é 7
hardly austeritye ' 2

I feel that actual spending in fiscal 196?\ should be held at a level $8 lbillion :

or more under that contemplated by the President when he submitted his budget in January,

~
What I am saying is that the President should sbandon the Bk guns-snd-butter policy



he has followed since committing large numbers of American troops to combat in Vietnam
in 1965 and should truly adopt a course of austerity,

If he had done that long ago we would not now be suffering from a constant upward
rise in prices and interest rates, steady erosion in the value of the dollar, loss of

r_\ (! =
confidence abroad in the dollar, a drain on our gold, ¥ a pessmmmisx projected $20

billionyjlka@ deficit and the threat of an income tax inerease, It is long past the time

A Hojoo e garo Taf. Zhs

that our fiscal house should have been put in order, M ) Z‘;

this is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you frg{ Wasfiington.

Hirtny talking with you again next week=e-same time, same station,
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This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from washington.

Tt is only theSB local police, prosecutors and courts who can do something
about pornographic material made available at city newstands, but at long last the

-

Congre ss has made it possible MEERfor citigens to shut off the flow of such material
to their homes through the mail,

I went to take this opportunity to alert all of my constituents in the Fifth
Congre ssional District to a new federal law which will go into effect April 15, It
was sponsored by a Nebraska Republican, Rep. Glenn Cunningham,

This law will 2llow a householder to decide for himself whether any advertisements
he receives through the mail are obsceme=-and to put a stop to such mailings from that

smut peddlers.

The procedure is sinmply this: If an individual receives a mailed advertisement
f’\
which he considers to be obscene, he writes a letter to the 3R local Postal Inspector
or to the Postmaster General in Washington, D.C, In the letter he requests that the
e the mai
Post Office Departmsnt send an order to the mailer sisssesetsmEk direm* to delete
e —
his name from ¥WeZEEaed> the mailing list., The householder may also specifiecally list
the names of all members of hils family st his address as individuals who do ® not want
to receive such material,
('_\~
If the mailer nevertheless esillmms continues to send the householder
—
objectionable mail, the recipient may then ask the & Attorney General of the United

States to seek a court ordsr sgainst the smut mail advertiser,

If the court order is ® issued but the smt mail continues to arrive, the

cORp™

\’\
»

SE TR

nce,

; FBI Directo 3 ' &
- 7 mail
= J. Edgar Hoover oonsideréZpornographic material a serhi//

probleme (&«7%MMMM Mf%w

‘mailer will be subject to contempt of court ci&tion and a possible jail se



The new law to“‘;—w help stop the mailing of pornographic

e —~
advertisements to homes provides that a court order mm agasinst obsjcena mailings may

the the mail is
be obtaimd':%ﬂ in the United States District Court in the area where\”"'

received or in the arba where the mail originated.

In effect, this Republican-sponsored law allows every parent to police his own

c———~
mailbox, It provides the §iasalm American householder with an effective, enforceable,

Jd.

tough law apainst invasion of moral privacy by smut peddlers using theAmails.

I would also like to report that there is some reason to believe Congress will
eve —
act to hold down federal spending"#if the President does not PbrewaeEmx cooperats,

S i R
There are rumblings on both sides of the Capithf $SElwr which indicate determination

hold federal spending 'bo'; the level needed to put our
fiscal house in order and to move toward a balanced budget in the na:f future,
The Senate has been struggling with a proposal to combine a $6 billion reduction
(\ s~
in the spending proposed Slseaggy by President Johnson for fiscal 1969 with the Presideng's
proposed 10 per cent income ta surcharge, The significant development is that the

Senate refused to separate the two parts of the package, The Senate Wanﬁs no part of -

a tax increase without a sharp reduction in the Presidexrt's/\tdgat.

Turning to another subject, we find the House Ways and Means Commi ttee

—

rejecting tha& President's proposal to impose a per & diem tax on Americans traveling

‘DWWWW Corrmrm WW%/J%

abroad, N I think Americans should adopt a "See America First" attitude <immme to help

¢

correct the serious deficit in our balance of payments but I do not think thay they

0o Na.
should be forced to do so through a repressive per diem travel taxn This)P violates

profostal prmondd bf T e



the traditional right of Americans to travel where they please, We should not club
< = (_\.
Americans into staying wemesfmgm home, It ¥ won't be long ehmmeeEmenscrpclummemegmc:

until we can no longer say "It's a free country” if we keep tsking freedoms away from

g e

American citizens in order to correct

conditions caused

by‘ Administration policy, There are better ways to solve our problems,
K\ —
This is J§WF your congre ssmap, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from ¥ Washington,

L]

I'1l]l be talking with you against next week over this same station,

i
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This week is the beginning of the 1968 Cherry Blossom Festival, and
from all signs, the blossoms will be in full bloom for the occasion.

The Nation's Capital provides an opportunity for every citizen to
see how his government operates---to visit places in which decisions are
made which affect all our lives, and to meet with some of the people who
make those decisions.

If you are planning to visit Washington this week, or any time during
the coming months and will write me of your plans, you will receive a
special visitor's packet of information about places to go and things
to see in Washington. I can also provide you with a gallery pass, which
will enable you to see the House and Senate in session, probably one of
the highlights of your agenda.

When you come to Washington, be sure to come by my office, and I can
give you directions to some of the more interesting sights. Before you
leave Capitol Hill you will probably want to visit the Library of Congress
and the Supreme Court Building, both of which have many areas open to the
public.

The Lincoln and Jefferson Memorials, the Washington Monument, the
White House and the F.B.I. are others among the more popular tourist
attractions.

A recent addition to a sight-seeing tour of the Nation's Capital is
the newly-opened Ford's Theater. My wife Margie and I were privileged to
attend the opening performance of "John Brown's Body" in February. The
theater has been carefully restored to look as it did on the tragiqﬂnight

of Lincoln's assassination.,

Within easy driving distance of Washington are Mount VErnon,fghe ci§il

~— =

War battlefields of first and second Bull Run, and Harpers Ferry.

be undertaken by every American family. I hope to see you when you come to

Washington, and I will do everything I can to make your trip pleasant.

= F
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Script No. 1l April 1, 1968
CHERRY BLOSSOM TIME :

This is Congressman gﬁj\ﬂfj }G/Llporﬁng to you from Weshington.

Once a year, for some two weeks, the Tidal Basin here in Washington is an Eden of

delicate color. Cherry Blossoms coscade in clouds from the trees and are reflected in the water,
It signifies the real beginning of spring in the Capitals |suppose there is no sight in the world

more beautiful. [t is certainly Washington at its picture~postcard best, 7
Mis é N wraa/
the Cherry Blossom Festival

the pageantry that is part of the festival and, of course, the choosing and the crowning of the
Cherry Blossom quezen. It is a happy time in the nation's capital amid the stress andﬁ' of
national and intemational tensions.

Before | tzll you something about the history and background of the festival, I'd like
to tell you what it means to me, First, it is the outward and visible sign of the friendship that
exists between two great nations=-Jopan and the United States, It is a symbol of peace. It has
outlested the hatred and bittemess of a major war. The Cherry Blossom Festival means famme that,
in spite of the minor irritations that do exist and in spite of a bloody ond devastating war, we hava
forged what | belteve will be a lasting friendship with a nation whose people we respect and whose
culture we admire grendsfisn-ammocoppey

Our National Cherry Blossom Festival began 56 years ago on March 27, 1912, On
that day, Mrs. Williom Howard Taft, wife of the President, plonted the first of 2,000 cherry trees

— COUNTESS,
along the Tidal Bosin in WashingfonY Viscountess Chinda, wife of the Japanase Ambassador,
planted a second tree os a token of friendship between peoples of Japan and the United States,

The little cherry trees survived aond thrived=-and soon, =azly every April, the Tidal
Besin and the Potomac Park arca in the southwest part of the Capital city were splotched with o
mist of pink color,

In 1927, the sight had become so spectacular that it wes decided to re-enchJha

ceremony of the first planting. Washington school children were recruited to live the scmé\i:gam.

- mora=
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From this small beginning, a three=day program was developed that graw into our present Festival.
The wack Iz afull week for those who attend. There are balls and concerts, lunches and dinners.
There is even a ball on a cruise boat. There is the parade of the princesses from every State of the

Union. And then, of course, there is the coronation pageant and the crowning of the queen,

v g
Our State princess this yé’gr ¥ Miss Cheryl Ann KW

.......
,,,,,,,,,
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participating in the Festival. Many people from ouf Fifth Congressional District joined with
her in enjoying this splendid annual event.

If you were unable to visit Washington during this beautiful time of year, | hope you
will consider it later--perhaps next spring. For, here in our capital, the histéric attractions have
the added plus of beauty of design and scenic settings, at this time of year, You must, of course,
see the White House, the Capitol and the magnificent memorials to such great men os Lincoln,
Washington, and Jefferson. As you can tell, I'm very proud of this city=-which, | balieve, is

truly one of the world's most attractive. No other capital city | know of can touch it for beauty.

And at Cherry Blossom Fzstival time, it is at its best,

/\z\/cj)v?(( reporting from Washington, I'11 be talking with
anﬂ gtation.
ey ey 'Gb

This is Congrassman




RADIO SCRIPT REGRBRED WEDNESDAY, APRIL 10, 1968,

R WEEKENDP USE BY FIFTH DISTRECT STATTONS

This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington,

Our Nation is passing through perilous times, We are wrestling simultaneously
P-—\
with three walsds crises--the crisis of racial turmoil, the crisis of Vietnam, and
the crisis of federal finances @ gone Sour,
When the men who composed the United States Constitution sy put together
p
that historic document, they did so "to form a P more perfect Union, establish Justice,

insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the general Welfare,

and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity."

In recent d&ys riots have ripped ugly holes in the faces of some of our major
cities, including the

P——
Nation's rapital. I came to work at the M8 Capitol Building
one morningnto find American GI's slee 1ng on the marble floors after standing guard
-/‘2.;7%%%»7/1#’ %M@M%hu\
duty all night! '

To think that American soldiers would have to guard the U.S. Capitol

a
~shame-{

Building against possible damage by other Americans! What
America was shamed, too, by the senseless murder of Dr, Martin Huther King,

&

a great seiswesYEZESNSNNEERe believer in brotherhood, a man who dreamed that whites
and Negroes could Sl work together for equal justice and sesinielbesabkes oqual

opportunity and could live together in peace and harmony,

What a blot it was on the
memory of Dr. Kingypgeeigestim for Higlis rioting to scar our land as an aftermath
of his death,

“hat can we do now to "insure domestic Tranquility," one of the national

F mu'ﬂql
objectives set — forth in the United States Constitution?A d cate
ourselves to reconciliation and good will,

We can dedicate ourselves to

!

<

.\

Ohristian principles, We can cleanse our hearts of resentment and sk hosti&ty. W

can seek to emulat%ho died on the Cross 1,968 years ago tha?w
#

might live in WMEREesy the love of the Father,



-2-

— P p— rican people
Anfilr hourp after ¥ Martin Luther King's deathy, I urged that the
Tl

ot aside the following Sunday for that

in a National Dgy of Mourning, The Presiden
p—
purpose, I urge that we now mark the entire year of 1968 as aJilllx time of
P Lo ]
Reconciliation and 9 Rededication, a time for reaffirmation of 4NN faith in
brotherhood and in equal justice for all men,
e »

Martin Luther King was a wise man, He was an aposale of WieSNRmmisw non-violencs

and brotherhood, He was an apostle because he preached the truth=-the trutht hat
]
S
only by working together and striving together B in an atmosphere of M
can Negro and white Amerisans glike move ahead, and only in that way can America move
ghead,
ﬁ. p——

lst us now wlMx unite, too, in the cause of @R peace in Vietnam and peace

throughout the world,
—
But let us not be carried away by a false sense ofg optimism sbout the
A

prelimineries to possible peace talks between North Vietnam and the United @R States,

We should be aware that the areas for possible agreement between North Vietnam

and the United States are quite 1imited’ as regards South Vietnam's future, We should

also be m'sobered by the fact that flerce fighting may continue while talks
r».
are in progress--glthough I personally §jB hope a cease-fire can be arranged before
lengthy negotiations begin,
FrPAvs E]
1-——-&
We mus keep in mind ‘@ what happened in Korea nearly 17 years agoe /({(orean
armistice talks began July 10, 1951, at Pannunjom, After that date, 20,620 Amepicans
qu—

were killed in battle=-nearly twice the number killed ® before the t alks started, And

almost as many GI's were wounded after the talks began as before, It was two years and

575 meetigﬁs after Korean negotiations began=--on July 27, 1953=-that a cease~fi¥e in

Korea was signed. Todsy there is still no negotiated peEEe treaty for Kores, es such,



While we ponder these harsh facts in the light of today's situation in
Vie tnsm, we also are faced with a deepening financial crisis st home. Our
dollar continues to shrink as prices continue to climb, and it i.s?only a matter
of;; time before world trade collapses unless we=put our fiscalliiiiiR
house in ord.rkw The President and the Congress must act=--and soon=--if we are to
avert financial chaos,

This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington, I'1l

be talking with you egain next week--same time, same station,
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This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting from Washington,

Congre ss will be coming back to town witha tremendous work load

facing ite

— — S
The uaseskzrrirdsmy immediate problem #sey which must be solved by the

—
Congress is s one of # importance to every American, It is the continuing

L 2 e
fiscal crisis which threatens the Nation with EPsiiitedting docp XswEl2aSN oconomic

trouble_ieidsicmot snies
@
When Congress adjourned for Easter recess, the question of putting this Nation's
fiscal house in order was left completely unresolved, Congress did the bare minimum,

extending the automobile excise tax at 7 per cent and the telephone tax at 10 per centg

until
~~
W Now congress must decide what to about cutting @B the President's $186 billion
L

— NP
fiscal 1969 budget and possibly raisinglincome taxes, The sgndingrcut-and-taﬂpot

g the

must be tsken off the gm back burner and brought, to a boil, One of the top money
g of - ’ém st pusp ik fuacel Y f Tht w/»ﬁy
managers in the country d bluntly that we will be (FEPaSikg¥ courting
financisl disaster if we do not hold down federal spending and produce more federal
revenue within Rsix months,
—

It is expected that the Democratic # chaimmen of the House Ways and Means

Commitbee and the House Appropriations Committee will come up with a package which
'g'-r'—\

will do just that=-throttle-down federal spending and pufisiish bring in more tax money,
I will be taking a good hard look at that package when it is finally put together,

APy
While Congress has jeitlli yot to @eal with our financial crisis, I have great

hope that the worst may be past in the racial strife which has stunned our Nation,

to provide equal justice for all of our citizens--to guerantee them fullfgScitizensfiip
€ ,

9
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L Y

in housing, #ﬂ the use of public accommodations and in our courts of law, The

Congress@m not only acted to protecti(civil rights % every citizeng® but specifically
- s

banned discrimination in the selection of ## juries in federal court cases, I

epplaud such action,

[In other activity before the Easter recess,
e Congre ss also moved to provide &k Americans with greater protection from

riot activity.bpedh Congress made it a
Cede
federal offense for anyope to manufacture or na%u‘ the use of firearms or
TN
explosives to be used in a riot, Congress also approved ssikmpadi-tysmee an anti-riot
provision which originated with House Republicans--a law making it a federal williimss
of fense for anyone to cross a state line with intent to incite a riot, Incidentally,
"Mt",t[a.ﬂﬂag’
the HOW such ls gislation last July 19 when a bill introduced by Repe
—
William Cramer, a Florida Republican, was passed 347 to TO.
T
But e Corngress has yet to complete action on major crime legislation, although
(-—_\
the nationgl crime rate has gone up sk 83 per cent since 1960, The House passed
a National Law Enforcement Assistance Act last year but the Senate has not yet
approved its version of the legislation,
P
The only significant anti-crime ¥ legislation psssed by the House thus far this

Stlen - gpadad
year is alfmeasure aimed at loan sharks with crime syndicate stripes=-legislation which

makes it a federsal crime for anyone to engage in interstate transactions involving

the lending of money at rates higher than the state maximum, The House also banndd@ the
sending of automobile master keys through the mail to try to reduce auto theft,.

oan shar —
eg tion was mads part of angiilii@ excellent new statute==a "Truth-in-Iending

Law" which requires thet a lender or seller meke fully knownfi§ to a borrower or purchaser

just vwhat tleuctegespdiioh a loan or credit transaction will cost in interest,

Congre ss failed to de
T ‘. [ 2 r Al S

—

al with the balance of payments crisis before Easter., The

R 5o

HE 4D

basic cure for that pmblanf; is the same as for inflatién~--eliminating non-sssential



federal spending and adopting a system of national priorities for the best possible

—

T S
use of federal dollars, I was not sorry to see sifimeBr@siduntiar Congre ss reject
4 €
the President's plan to impose a per diem tax on overseas travel because I the
President!s proposal in effect interfered with Americans' right to freedom of movement.

The truth is that the drain on United States gold is not the cguse of the dollar's

he

difficulties but the result of them--the result of inflation and ney policies,
_— N p—

This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington, I'2l

be talking with you again next weelCovar this same station,
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/‘
This is Mi@kge your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington,

A strange kind of quiet has settled over Washington and the rest of the

e

* ’/’f-'
Nation mewxSimtzthwzeimposr in the aftermath of the riots and the feslers tokard a

e T,

start on Vietnam peace mepwkisEk negotiations,

It is a deceptive kind of quiet because none of ghe big problems has been
solvede

Peace in Vietnam is no less a huge question mark than it was before, The central

e
cities still are sMewihais seedbeds of potential rioting, The condition of the dollar
e ——.
still is critical, snd the dwmgesesdx cost-of-living continues to rise,
/‘-

Byt these problems have taken on a different cast in view of M President
Johnson's decision not to seek reelection,

By that I mean that the President's withdrawal from the 1968 presidential

P——

contest has given him far greater freedom of action as mlEMME the Nation's chief
executive, He now is free to deal with the major problems facing the country without
worrying about the consequences of his actions at the polls in November,

I don't think this will have any particular effect on the President's future

R - o R

policies regarding Vietnam, 45l Whether or not the peace ¥k talks proceed at
this time, I doubt that the President has any intehtion of abandoning his objective
of making South Vietnam an indep8ndent, non- Comminist nation. And for that I highly

commend him, I &lso spplaud the fact that he obviously has deecided to put ’@ ceilfpx

{

of roughly 550,000 on ¥iSekSziégies commithent of U.S. military persomnel to Y{btnam, with

the burden we now are carrying to be shifted gradually to the South Vietnamese.

.y ,?g‘/ chocdd plimer st W ard ploa b
eﬁﬁf understand the President's relu do whatever is necessary



Joobly,
to put America's fiscal affairs in order, #lk I am baffled by the Presidénmt's

refusal to%nding cuts sufficient to win support in Congre ss for his
proposed 10 per cemt income tax increase,
This attitude would be understandable in a President who was intent on

winning reelection and was afraid that spending cutbacks would alienate certain

groups of voters, W But if we gan believe the President s

disavowal of interest in another t-am,/l the political affects of cuts in his budget

should be of no great concern to him,

The President may, of course, be concerned about the effect 7 spending C‘//'va_q
. /e e i
' “would have on the Presidential smhitsempemie ambitions of Vice-President
~>—Hubess—H, Humphrey.
Apart from this political specudation, I personally feel that deep cuts in the
Presiddnt's fiscal 1969 budget would be beneficial to the co&ntrywﬂ-;b W
Aheata,
And I know this=-that the Congress is not going to approve an income tax increase

without deep spending cuts because this would be just an invitation to speed up the

Q"—_—_\ /—'——\
spending spiral in the AR years igsge immediately ahead of us,

3R ua. _ wquvw#l?Jp -

powd® when spending Guts are talked aboubh
mductions usudLly “are

We should remember that the President has proposed a fiscal 1969 budget of $186 billion,

L
3 e
hold-Gown = in the level of federal spending.

il
including plansgl# to spend $10,4 billion more in 1969 than in the fiscal year which

MM/ harm

will end this June 30, A budget of that size can‘éakaﬂdeep cuts without smsmyliembiesc

to
W essential programs, In fact, 70 House Republieans have propogad cuts

(Lur\wQ(f
totalling $6.6 billionjy which * in no way impair our social programs@w
They would redirect $2.5 billion of that sum into Ahuman renewgl efforts.



These same House Republicans péint up \” many of us have been trying to

goet across for years, It is not just that the federal govermment is spending such

huge smounts but the fact that the money is mtg being spentomm wisely,
::ﬂ‘ —— e

(\
That's why we have repeatedlyw called for a re-ordering of federal priorities,
with a fresh emphasis on meeting the crisis in the cities through on-the-=job
training by industry for the hard=-core unemployed and the underemplojred--training that

" A
will mean good-paying jobs for jmm persons who{glhiue__{night\tum to violence.
This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington, I'll

be talking with you again next week--same time, same station,

HHHH
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Script No, 15 April 29, 1968
SOLVING.OUR FISCAL PROBLEMS

This is Congrassman reporting fo you from

Washington,
Listen to these headlines: "Cost of Living Takes Anothzr Jump"... "U.S.
Gold Supply Dwindling". .\Some Int2rest Rates ot Highast Level Sinc> Civil Wes". ..
"Dollar Stability Threaten=d,"
Like most Americans, | am concemned that the Unit=d Statss is heading
- toward financial disaster~-unless something is dons to hzud it off at once. The
dollar s _under repeated attacks in the intemational finoncial markets, Our gold

supply is ot the lowest lavel in over 30 y2ais. Intarest ratas hava reachad the

highest point in this century and some arz at tha highest {evel sincz2 the Civil War, And
inflation has driven up the cost of food and shzlter and serviczs to the highast level in
our history,

I can't bzlieve that there is onz adult worker who isn't sincarely alarmed
at today's inflationary attack on his pocket book and his savings. They ars bewildered
that nothing constructivs szems to bz done about it, Most Americans, I believe, are
prapared to accept the bittar medicine of a tax raise=~if ihay are convincad that it will
be effectiva, Onz of my constituents put it this way: "Wazll, at least we will bz doing
something if w2 raise toxss, not just letting things drift, "

How did w2 reach this critical point? What can we do about it?

To start with, the government hos spent billions and hir»d millions prasumably

to do something., The results, as you all know, have been meager in th> extrome, So,

obviously, mors govemment is hardly the answer, As |see it, we must now work through
our frece competitiva system, our frze entzrprise fo try o arrivz at solutions. We must

pul morz trust in the self reliancz of the American people. W2 must glve back to the .
R VR IS
. o . . li‘?-'" e
States and the various communitins. some of the responsibilitiss they once had. For /-
the Faderal Govarnment to pour out funds locally lacks effectivensss, Lo

.y e
Ry

(MORE)
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A grzater part of the taxes raised in the Statss should therefor: be retumad to them,

We must livz within our national income, Nearly all our troubles today are
the result of wild sponding, wasting our substancz, as the Bible puts it. We've got to
spand wisely, carefully and with an 2ye to tha futurz,

We've got fo reducz the tax load the workzrs and invastors of this country ar2
staggaring undar--which means, of coursz, cutting spanding. We've got to halt the
prasent inflationary trand=-which goss hand~in-hand with r2duced F:deral spending.

Only by doing these things can wz win back our financial strzngth and the
respect of the world,

Quitz frankly, our financial offairs hava reached such a pass that most of the
rest of th> world thinks us somewhat financially insanz, I'm sure. And it isn’t os if we
hadn’t bzen wamed, Nikolai Lenin, thz father of Russian Communism, in 1917 wrote:
"Germany will militarize herself out of 2xistinc:, England will 2xpand hzrszlf out of
axist inc2, ond America will spand harszIf out of 2xist .nc2,"

Unlass we do som=thing about it=--and quickly-~those words could be only

too true,

This is Congrassman reporting from Weshington,

(Not=: A copy of this script is available on Teleprompter in the House TV
Studio. For additional information on this script or to suggsst id=as for futurz scripts,

contact the Committce’s Public Rzlations Officz,)

(I S}
ljl‘ W
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This is your congre ssmen, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington.

Last week the "Committee of One Hundred," the leaders of the Poor People's
March, visited Washington and talked- with cabinet officials, congre ssional
leaders snd members of the Congress, They also testified before the Senate
Poverty Subcommittee,.

Their message, with slight variations, was generally this,

"We don't want handouts, We're sick of handouts, We want jobs,"

)

This is a message that I have been trying to get across for a 1ong';m
The best amswer to poverty is a good-paying job.

Congress hass been trying to provide that answer. I don't think we have been
doing enoughe I think we have not be\‘en doing everything we should have been doing.
I think our basic approac has.ﬂb:en wrong.

More than three years sgo the Administration launched a War on Poverty, In

~fiscal ysar--196L4-65=
$he first —r‘eo/mﬁg%uvthorued the spending of $800 million; the second

year, $1.5 billion; the third yeer, $1.6 billion; and for the current fiscal

year, $1.75 billion,

Some local programs, notably owr own in Grand Rapids, have been %

e ey

[}
i.,

success oper leadership has been the key, <

But nationally a clear sense of direction did not
SE—

— Feornced pundy

emerge from al1f the fine rhetoric that accompanied thaAlaunching of the pr

mof

As a3 result, there has been great waste in instances and mesger results in others,

i

Much has been learned from the Poverty Program at great cost, We that the




individual programs are important, Head Start, Work Experience, Upward Bound,
Cormunity Action, legal services, the Neighlworhood Youth Corps, the Job Corps
(_\ -
and others mmm can be successful if properly administered.
But we should be doing much more=-and the key to what we should be doing is
(\
jobs, We should be actively ik recruiting and training the hard-core unemployed,
the potential rioter, the people who are tax eaters and not tax psgyers.

In recent speechds I have been saying that America's businessmen should become
socially conscious=-as socially conscious, let us say, as a college student burning
with a desire to remake the world,

I have been saying this because I believe that only business and industry, with

—
an assist from government, can cure what ails ¥ our cities--and, specifically, the
people of the central city,

The problem of the cities is complex, The Poverty Program won't solve it. The
Urban Rgnewal Program won't solve it, The Model Cities Program won't solve it.

The problem ranges from lack of jobs to bad housing, and from faulty education
to inadequate police protection.

The civil disorders of this ysar and the last several years have brought the
problem to a head, so that we now speak of the crisis of the citiss,

s okl st

The riots sctually involve only a tiny fraction of ation, The

slums were there before the riots=--and they must be erassed if America is to be

4

healthy and truly prosperous,

alons
Governmnt.(c annot solve the problem, It needs the help of business and imdustry,

Busine ss can put its influence and special skills behind sorely needed changes in



city school systems, Business could turn the huge need for low=rent city housing
into a big and profitable market--if some government-imposed rules now regulating

housingmnﬂ changed, And busine s alone holds the one key to mmm——-
breaking the poverty cycle. That key 1;]obs.. 2

What Congre ss should provide--and has thus f ar refused to provide--is €

a sive program
tax credits as an incentive for industry to on-the-job training and jobs
for the hard-core unemployed.m v/ W
/44% /%f:‘/
%15 your congre ssman

reporting to yfu from Washington,

/’/" Th\
FURD N
L £



SCRIPT RECORDED MAY 8, 1968, FOR WEEKEND USE BY FIFTH DISTRICT RADIO STATIONS

This is your congre sman, Jerry Ford, reportimg to you from the Nation's
Capitall

The Temocratic-controlled 90th Congress now is moving toward passage of
legislation which will add 10 per cent to personal and corporate income tax billSosee.

o

MIIER o tax increase I feel Congress mm would not even be considering if
federal spending had been held down beginning in early 1966,

The lesson that this teaches us is that an affluent society cannot meet
all of its xum meeds at the M same time, It also tells us that what this

e,
Nation's leaders should have done long ago Xl was to lay down a set of

ede could
national priorities--decide what mm @%Hto be done, how it best be

e ; o
dore , amchemrmmisztoawais how fast it could be done, xm how much it would cost

—
[—————

This is the only sensiblq{way to conduct the govermment's busime ss and
{

end how to finance it

to solve the people's problems, It's thd way a responsible family runs its affairs,
Father and mother budget according to their income, deciding what they need most
N _—
and what they can affordy, They finance some items--Jl¥ again only#lk in terms of
whet they can afford,
But what do we find happening in Washington at the seat of nationsl government?

The federal government will wind up the fiscal year ending this June 30 wifﬁ)?

/—\
deficit of about $¥$20 billion, That's.l a fancy way of saying 'bhe ey gpsermnen&
s
will go $20 billion in the hole, adding that much to the nationsal debt end inereasing
S ——

phonn

the interest on the debt. The interest on the national debt already Z:gf:'b
72 M

$15 billion =y=ars



P
Looking at the spending that the Winistration has

planned for the new fiscal year starting this July 1, we find the federal government
would go sbout $25 billion in the hole, So economy-minded members of Congress—and
I zm one of them=--try hard to make deep cuts in the President's fiscal 1969 budget.
¢ .

And the @ President demands an income tax increase, So now these two attempts to
avoid a crushing $25 billion defieft in fiscal 1969--reduwce it to manageable
propotitions--are being combined in a compromise package gimed at attpacting

—
votesif by cutting spending and raising more revenus,

The Preaider?t%at spending cuts of $6 billion in his $186

— oY Rdne / s
billion fiscal 1969 budget would hurt some of our NNk socid,\mlfare programs.
/—""\
The answer is a setting mmsl of %to make sure the most effective and
(\
most % reeded programs get all the funds required for them to function well, 3

Johnson-Humphrey Administration has done nothing to set forth such/\priorities-and

neither has the Democratic leadership in the House,

~ /\
ﬁ),(yw%e 70 House Republicans have il therefore come up with a proposal to

*
R g KA
cut federal spendinp ymss by $6.6 billion w 23 areas g‘the ¥
President's budget and to redirect $2.5 billion of this amount into areas of
urgent human need, The $2.5 billion would supplement existing funds for certain

social welfare and educationsl programs and would constitute what Republicans

call a Human Renewal Fund,

It was in line with this re-ordering of national priorities that s

Republicans prevailed upon the House of Representatives to cut $338 million from
¢
C /leaving it at roughly $L billlon%»« Mf?/ ol
the President's ﬁ dollar request for the space program in fiscal 19 These




cuts will g delay the Apollo man-on=the -moon program or affect our military

space effort.s I have alwgys been and still am a strong supporter of our space
——— T —_——

program, But other demands on the federal dollar are forcing Congress to estghlish

new priorities ; : . ;
(—\

It is time that Congress put this country's fiscal MR house in order,

—
It is time that Congresssk launched a human renewal program which will yield
s =N

meaningful results, It is time to establish definite national goals and to move
—— —

toward those objectives,

A

| — —— “geportin
Thga is p@s® your congressmam, Jerry #® Ford, ﬁ&t; y&a from

Washington,
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This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from the Nation's

President Johnson has designated the month of May as Senior Citizens Month,
e ——

I think it is highly appropriate that we smmismse take time to give special

attention to the problems of the elderly in America. And it is especially fitting
f_\

that this be done during ¥MF May since Mother's Day is observed during that month,

The elderly are now a very large group in this country. Of the estimated
22y million Amerlicans, nearly 20 million are over 65 and another eight million are
between 60 and 65,

As we dall know,jin caﬂ is é! major problem for the elderly.

Of the 20 million senior citizens, one=third of those with a spouse or family

have less than $2,500 a year to live on, and two-thirds have le ss than $5,000, ; For
those elderly who are single the situation is even worse, with 71 per cent having
incomes of less than $2,000,
Today the biggest problem the elderly have in relastion to income is inflation,
While Congress generally takes two or more years to adjust Social Security
payments, the cost of living keeps climbing higher and higher. Prices go up but
the income of most elderly persons stays the same., This is cruel and it should not
be permitied to continue.

What can be dons sbout it?

AAgask force headed by Johm B, Martin of Grand Repids has made some excellent

recommendations=-recommendations I;:%m_pfement if my paryy were in control of

?JRo
(/’
the Congresse j =
- o
=
D‘& ~/

First of all, inflation must be slowed down and price stability restore

can be sccomplished only if the federal govermment puts its fiscal house in order and



-2 -

stops spending far more than it takes in, A spending cut-tex increase package soon

p e BAa
tow

(__-p——\ (——__"5
in the Congresswe will wmamsr help to amguessisimies slow down

inflation don't WM want a tax increase, Nobody wants a tex increase, But
Congress must act because the monetary and fiscal policies followed by the party

/‘?‘-_—\
in control for the past ekghicysggen soven years have created a terrible fiscal

crisis for this country. It is perhsps the greatestfcrisis I h&e witnessed in
the 20 years I have been privileged to represent the Fifth District in Congress.
This means Congress must follow the right course--and that course is a policy of
fiscal responsibility,

If inflation can be slowed down and relative price stability restored, this
will benefit &ll Americans and particularly the elderly on fixed incomes,

There is more we can and should do for the elderly.

I have long urged that Soeial Security pgyments be tied to the cost of living,
. .
This would make it possible to mm keep the payments at a level sufficient for the
———
needs of the elderly #weips in times when the cost ofgg living i‘s. rising, "“ithout
o i
such a provision, the wl elderly must wait too long for the Congress to acte
Our task force also would increase the earnings limitation for Socisl
Security recipients, increase widows benefits, provide special job placement
services for older workers, and share federal income tax revenue with the states
to bring about improved old sge assistance bendfits “the s tate level,
Another refommerdation would restore to’; the elderly who pgy taxes the
right to deduct all medical expense on their income tax returns. This would include
- Y
the eost of drugs, The majority g party removed this privilege whenMd:lcare

wes enacted, The result has been hardship for many of the elderly whose out-of=

hospital drug costs are an expensive item,



Meantime the speéial premium that the elderly pay for the voluntary portion
of Medicare benefits is going up as a result of the Mlation# by
federal government extravagance,

e TR SRt
This is a good time=-when wWe are observing Senior Citizens Month--to consider

— e ——
what must be done to pnbmEee assure the elderly of the respect wENEEEEENES
they deserve and to help them lead useful and dignified lives.

N
This is g your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washingtoh,

i
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This is Congressman Jerry Ford reportihg to you from Washington,

As Memorial Day, 1968, approasches, it seems appropriate to think a bit

/——-_ x
about this great nation of ours and the men who skasgeziEariirrynatgs fought

to make it great,
The early pioneers, for instance, battled against tremendous odds, But

they persevered and they began the building of a mighty nation. They cameflf

ople must practice

to know thatfeternal vigilance aga the‘w foes of rreew

Mﬁaodom is to survive,

Because of the eternal vigilance of the Americans who have gone before us,
America was barn and lived on and grew great, On Memorial Day, 1968, we will
LS TE——
be Wtezikizgede thinking deeply about this ®eternal vigilance™g to which we
owe so much,
D
We will be thinking,i@li® too, of the American dream and all it encompasses,
We will pledge renswed ‘@dfwgder determination that those who died for thoflil
American dream shall not have died in vain,
As the flags flutter and the bugles sound, we may ask ourselves what we=-now--
ﬁ
can do for our country. The answer is that we all can serve, we allSlf can
participate in the ongoing making of America and the shaping of its future...whether
/_\ /—\
we g proudly wear the uniforms of the Nation we, love oi simply smsme live the
lives of honest, hard-working citizens, We can‘{)ecoma involved, We can be a
(\
part of ¢ America, and not just a bystander, We can gll be players and not Just
spectatorse We can be keenly aware of America's problems, share in working out

tORp
~ & <
the @M solutions, exercise the great privilege of voting on Election Day, 3nd maka% \

demosracy work a little bit betterse

£l



h
Athough violence shakes the country, we must never despair, We musigk pray

and work for peace at home and abroad, And we must not fear change in our
domestic affairs because everything m'({é‘gyomct of change,
We can only devoutly wish that the proponents of violent change would

consider that a democracy and representative govermment are dynamic, not

statice And the proper channels of change in a democracy are peaceful and

responsible dissent=--debate, deliberation, a dialogue

il
between dddgies those of differing views, and thoughtful decisions by the people
Y
and those in & positions of publie trust,
The American peoples do have a common purpose, It is perhaps best described

in the term, "fhe American dream," From that dream flows the many things that

unite use We can all agree on such goals as peace, social justice, and equal

A R ey
opportunity. We can forget for the moment the xsbempwimzwwsmchmsdhiniee debates

R
overigghow best to achieve those goals wit@n our av,ilable means and resources,
— /—\

Perheps we can also agree on othersk things, That the easy SEER political
promise to solve complex problems bhrough a federal program or a federal law is
often,{lisl ading., That respect for the law is just as important as reliance Sk

. u
upon it, That though our Nation's historic reliance on M€ Divine Guidance may no
(\
longer be observed with prayer in ow public #8ME% schools, it nevertheless gives
P
us dignity end caurage in times of national % turmoil and‘\crisiu. That if

W st~

yesterday's generation had not fought the Axis powers’\durl ng‘world War 2 or
~might
gone to the defense of South Korea, today's generation not know the freedom

which soms of them have chosen to disgrace, That the power and the glory, a'ndr -

the bright promise of our heritage remains essentially untarnished in the hearts

and minds of most Americans, That Stalin's daughter not only fled from her



(/—_\
country to ours, but she gave us a2 swmimsmmmex testament as to why when she said:

Yeeool have come here in order to seek the self-expression that has been deniedmms
me for so long in Russia....Also, reiigion has done a lot to change meee..I found

L\
that it was impossible to exist without God in one's heart..vEEieisbehbssecstitet

This speaks to all Americans., And as Wwe prepare to observe Memorial Day, 1968,
-
I take comfort in the certain knowg;d@ that faintf hearts have not shgped our
destiny in the past, nor will they in the future, We can be proud that love of
i
God and country still reign in the MK hearts of Americans,

This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington.

A
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AP

This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington.

This is a hectic time, All of us are caught up in the cautious hope of
the Vietnam peace talks in Paris, the chaos of the student violence at college=
and universities in America and around the world, the oratory of the presidentisl
primaries, and the tenseness of the "Poor People's Campaign,"

Here in Washington, sweeping anti-crime legislation appears on the way to
final enactment after Sgnate approval of a much broader measurse than that passed
by the House last August,

Differemees betwesen the House and Senate bills must be resolved by a
speétally appointed committee of congressmen and senators and then brought before
both the House and Senate for final approval,

I hope there is no long delay in the final enactment of this legislation.

—
Any sticky points must be cleared up Mgy through compromise--and quickly.

We can build a better socisty only in an atmosphere of leaw and order, Our
Nation,\fac/el a crime ;::risis. The problem is of the grestest urgency. It ¥

P\
demands immediate action and § certain solutioms The American people are fed wp

——
with crime and#criminals. They want an end to lawlessness, They want the B law

enforced, 6«1.){, M
A

I believe the National Law Enforcement 4R Assistance Act about to be ¢

help enlist
implemented by the federal government through action of Corgrt;s\WHT‘*/every

in the coun )
law enforcement agency in a national erackdown on crime,

(_——'—'__\
enxpniyrex i ry ent -
Mﬂ community, every state and the Federal Government -cooperating

N

/_\
with all of their goint fogg-_—must put anend to the crimemse wave which is reaching

alarming proportions in many areas of America. No greater problem face




We must of course seek to build a better society at the same time that we

move to restore law and order in Americwm

. —
I believe the war against crime can only be won by getting %8B business and

cliacll x>
industry to work wj}itk‘ all levels of gmigovernment on plans for commnity

progress in jobs, education and housing.

Industry, through voluntary efforts like the Natioi@l Alliance of Busine ssmen,

jos make a meanlngful contribution Mi}jroviding

summer jobs %Zmral city youth, But what #freally need[are permanent jobs==

the kind that would be created by new legislat.ion_)

This bill would provide tax credits to employsrs to provide on-the=job

which I am supporting.

training for the hard-core unemployed; community employment for those who cannot
be employed by private enterprise; creation of a nonpprofit, non-governmental
corporation to coordinate programs and provide technical assistanée to private
businesses, and an examination and evaluation of all federal manpower training
programs by the General Accaunting Office, I think this is the way to provide
thousands of permanent new jobs for the hard-core unemployed--a way to make them

=

taxpayers instead of tax-eaters,
T— S —

—
Spesking of taxes, one ¥ of the compelling reasons why Congress and the

(—'\ /-\
President must cooperate to reduce the JEEEE $25 4m to $30 billion deficit

28w facing us in fiscal 1969 is that interest rates are going sky-high,

————

o
Interest rates are so high now that il for many families home ownership is

—
out of the question, For others, it means taking on a fantastic K obligation in
future interest costse.

The higher interest costs go, the harder it is for debkors to repay their

€ ——
debts, the less likely @ it is they will do so, and the mEbscuEhsREsx greater the



chance they will W If interest rates keep going up, debtors will find it

impessible to get out of debt at all, This is the grap that high interest ratesw
lead ¥l many Americans into.
o
For this and other reasons, we must put i the Federal Government's fiscal

homse in orderg? ﬂ"—’—() .

This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to y®u from Washington,
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Script No. 20 June 3, 1968
OUR LAGGING DEFENSE

When President Eisenhower left office in January, 1961, he left America
with the strongest defense in the world.

Since 1961, we have steadily been slipping. What has happened to our
defenses ?

Because of the importance of this subject, I want to spend the next few
minutes discussing with you the state of our national security.

First, I believe the problem can be summed up in one sentence: There
has not been one new start on any advanced strategic or nuclear weapon since 1960--
since General Eisenhower left the Presidency.

And what has the Soviet Union been doing? Plenty!

The Russians have built and deployed an anti-ballistic missle system,

They admit they are developing an orbital bombardment system,

They are building at least three new fighter aircraft systems, a super-
sonic transport and an aircraft capable of vertical takeoffs and landings.

Their tactical forces are being equipped with new intermediate range
ballistic missiles.

Their swface fleet has a new class of surface-to-surface missile.

They are building and stockpiling very high-yield nuclear weapons--of the
20 to 50 megaton range.

And their nuclear submarine fleet is overtaking ours in quality and
guantity,

If a third world war should come, we would probably be caught with
our nuclear defenses down,

I do not believe I am overstating the case. I don't think people realize it

R
but we were certainly caught unprepared when we entered the war in Vietnamy, - To ..

support this statement, let me quote Dr. Eugene G. Fubini, Deputy Direct&.ﬁpf ~.

Defense Research and Engineering from 1962 to 1965, He said. -quote- "Becadse

the many weapons requirements for the Vietnam war had not been anticipated, the
" (more)



-2-
United States was forced to wage the war, not as it ought to be fought, but
according to the weapons available.' Let me quote that last line again, ''not as it
ought to be fought but according to the weapons available. "

It is a tragic thought that our boys, when we first went into that war,
didn't have the finest weaponry available in the quantities needed, but instead were
armed only with what was available.

No wonder Defense Secretary McNamara's oft-repeated predictions that
we were winning the war, that our boys would be home by Christmas, failed to :-
come true. They were fighting a limited war with limited weapons!

What must be done to overcome this defense lag which now faces us?

First, I believe we must adopt an over-all policy that will assure the
U.S8. of military superiority,

Second, we must establish priorities for the development of needed
weapon systems and they must be adequately financed.

Third, we must restore responsibility and initiative to responsible
commands of the military departments.

And fourth, we must encourage research and development.

The great businesses of America set aside a large proportion of their
earnings for research and deveolpment of new and better products, They know
that this is essential to their survival. Resesrch and development in new weapons
of war is, in my opinion, absolutely essential to our survival as a Nation., And
for eight long years we have neglected, to a large degree, both these essentials.

We must reverse this trend before it's too late.

(Note: A copy of this script is available on Teleprompter in the House TV Studio.

For additional information on this script or to suggeust ideas for future scripts,
contact the Committee's Public Relations Office.)

# # #
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f

his is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington,

o
At this time when militant students are creating an g uproar on some
. e

coliege campuses, it seems «efijemmess appropriate to take a look at all of our
youth, We know that the violent ectivists are just a fraction of our youth, and
that mahy of them are mistaken idealists,

Certainly there must be firm action to restore order to our campuses--and
also to our city s treets.

But it seems to me we might also consider=-those of us who are adults=--whether

ap————

the old answers and aprroaches=-good for mpmmsiegEss other eras=-are adequate for the
problems of youth today,.

As T have watched and talked with young people over the past few years, I

th —

have found %ager’: to share in the rezl life of this country.mlk It is
important to provide them with that opportunity=--an opportunity to become part of

the decision-making process in America.

I am convinced a greater effort must be made to determine the root causes of

youth problems in modern American society.

(——'\
that end, it might be well to qmijuisimgly ostablish a National Commission on Youth
h
Problems to study and come up with recommendations.#& Such a group could come up with
(_.\
some judgments on h@ﬁr’ traditional legal and socialmmbsmsee structure fits today's
youthy how effective our educational system is in preparing today's youth for the
chgylenge of living in a modern world; whether our laws regarding voting age, the

gge of legal majority, and other laws regulating youth in our society are effective

ol
" known g8

and relevant, I think it is urgehmt that we act to bridge what is commo

"the generation gap."



e
F
Certainly one of the great clouds that hang overali@ our young peonle today
(E——\

is the Vietnam War, I hope and pray that the peace talks in Paris millm ultimately
will bring about m an honorable settlement of that bloody conflict,

Meantimg, I think we shmldm day when we wmmsE® might end the
drafte

Tt is umrealistic to end the draft while the Vietnam War is going on, but
,\
afl¥f peacetire army might very well be a professional army and not a conscription
force.

(‘-\
Not long ago a distinguished panel headedii® by Rear Admiral lester E, Hubbell

P ,A
issued@® a report containirg a formula to end the draft, ¥EEEE Unfortumately, the
Admini stration has never made the report publice
The Hubbell Panel believes that peacetime Selective Servgice could gradually
r\ K-_\
be abolished=--because 3@ mamy zgx young Americans would take up military s ervice as
g career if it was made attractive enough.

The Federdal Budget Buresu has rejected the propesal on the ground that the timing

is bad=~that this is a tight money year,

It's true thatdssseserdnesmifeerhrpeimhs the federal government faces a

— —
fiscal crisis--but I @& think swsm Congress nevertheless could begin laying plans

/_\
for ygm a gradual phaseout of the draft,

In that connection, five Republican';‘congre ssmen recently praised the Defenme
Department for taking the first steps toward a program which will restructure the
armed forces pay system. This was a move toward a salary structure of military p ay.
It is a first step toward an all-volunteer army and an end to the draft,

Unfortunately, the Pentagon failed to include first-hitch recruits in the™

TN e 3
program, This is yMEm a serious defect and works against themgusmpee purpose of attracting



Army volunteers,

If we make military pay
I would like to see an early end to the draﬁw

o

to serve then would find it possible to volunteer,
This will be the last of my reports from Washington for this year, The reason

o
is that I will shortly be filing my jR pctitions as a candidate for reslection

g

to Congre s, The "equal time® provision

of the broadcast laws then will apply--and so I will say goodby until--hopefully--next

M Reod T Tnk o ZHon foo ervramtym, s e

—

L Toei b il ik 4 pubec foFir, 3 Tk -w(7 4

This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, re@rting to you from Washington,

H#





