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The House Government Operations Committee will be considering three bills,
primarily: H.R. 21, introduced by committee chairman Chet Holifield of California
and Rep. Frank Horton, R-N.Y.; H.R. 1l, introduced by Rep. Ben Rosenthal, D-N.Y.;
and H.R. 564, cosponsored by Reps. Don Fuqua, D-Fla., and Clarence J. Brown, R-Ohio.

H.R. 21, the bill cosponsored by chairman Holifield and ranking Republican
Horton is identicel with the bill that passed the House last year. The Rosenthal
bill is similar to H.R. 21 but gives the consumer agency more asuthority. Another
way to describe it is that it is Ralph Nader's bill. The Fugqua-Brown bill is
similar to H.R. 21 but doesn't give the consumer protection agency as much power.
It would 1limit the agency's authority to intervene in other agencies' actions or
to appeal a matter in court.

If I were to guess right now I would say the Holifield-Horton bill has the
inside track in the Government Operations Committee. It will probably clear the
committee and pass the House. 1It's possible, of course, that it will undergo
changes in the committee -- and what those changes might be I cannot predict.

If a consumer protection agency bill passes both houses and is signed by
the President, funds still will have to be appropriated for the new agency to
function.

Congress has a host of money problems.

The 93rd Congress will almost certainly see a renewal of the tug-of-war
between the President and the Democratic majority over excessive Federal spending.

Apart from that, there is much major legislation hanging over from the
92nd Congress which will get early attention in the new Congress.

I hope the wave of excitement over welfare reform has not already crested
because our welfare system is a disgrace. Prospects may be rather slim but I would
like to see welfare reform become one of the top priorities of the 93rd Congress.

There is much talk about tax reform but I do not see the 93rd Congress
doing much in that area. Congress may boost the 10 per cent minimum income tax
set four years ago and remove some of the exemptions built into the minimum income
tax at that time -- because there has been a great outcry against the wealthy whose
income is sheltered in various tax preferences. There may also be some tightening
of inheritance taxes.

I expect to see enactment of a comprehensive health insurance program ~- if
not in 1973 then certainly in 19Tk.

There will also be a fresh push for anti-busing legislation. And I see
pension reform legislation as almost a certainty.

Despite all the predictions from Democrats of a turbulent first session,

I do not expect the 93rd Congress to be an obstructionist Congress. Considering
the size of the President's election win, it seems to be the Congress will have to

be responsive to some extent even though controlled by the opposition party.
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The House Covernment Operations Cormittee will be considering three bills,
primarily: H.R. 21, introduced by committee chairman Chet Holifield of California
and Rep. Frank Horton, R-N.Y.; H.R. 14, introduced by Rep. Ben Rosenthal, D-N.Y.;
and H.R. 56k, cosponsorcd by Reps. Don Fuqua, D-Fla., and Clarence J. Brown, R-Chio.

H.R. 21, the bill cosponsored by chairman Hclifield and ranking Republican
Horton is identical with the bill that passed the House last year. The Rosenthal
bill is similar to H.R. 21 but gives the consumer agency more authority. Another
way to describe it is that it is Ralph Nader's bill. The Fuqua-Brown bill is
similar to H.R. 21 but doesn't give the consumer protection agency as mucﬁ pover.
Tt would limit the agency's authority to intervene in other agencies' actions or
to appeal a matter in court.

If I were to guess right now I would say the Holifield-Horton till has the
inside track in the Government Operations Committee. It will probably clear the
committee and pass the House. It's possible, of course, that it will undergo
changes in the committee -- and what those changes might be I cannot predict.

If a consumer protection agency bill passes both houses and is signed by
the President, funds still will have to be appropriated for the new agency to
function.

Congress has a host of money problems.

The 93rd Congress will almost certainly see a renewal of the tug-of-war
between the President and the Democratic majority over excessive Federal spending.

Apart from that, there is much major legislation hanging over from the
92nd Congress which will get early attention in the new Congress.

I hope the wave of excitement over welfare reform has not already crested
because our welfare system is a disgrace. FProspects may be rather slim bgt I would
like to see welfare reform become one of the top priorities of the 93rd Cdngress.

There is much talk about tax reform but I do not see the 93rd Congress
doing much in that area. Congress may boost the 10 per cent minimum income tax
set four years ago and remove some of the exemptions built into the minimum income
tax at that time ~-- because there has been a great outcry against the wealthy whose
income is sheltered in various tax preferences. There may also be some tightening
of inheritance taxes.

I expect to see enactment of a comprehensive health insurance program -- if
not in 1973 then certainly in 197k. |

There will also be a fresh push for anti-busing 1egisla€ion. And I see
pension reform legislation as almost a certainty. ‘

Despite all the predictions from Democrats of a turbulent first session,

I do not expect the 93rd Congress to be an obstructionist Convress. Considering
the size of the President's election win, it seems to be the Congress will have to

be responsive to scme extent even though controlled by the opposition party.
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