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Mr. Ford and I are very happy indeed to be back. We e made

available to each of you a very brief statement, telling of the places

we visited in the Peoples Republic of China. They are spelled out, but
Shanghai, Peking, Shen Yang, A4éhan and Canton. They took us from the

coast of China at Shanghai to the North Central part of China at Peking

and to the northeastern part of China, where no official Americans have

been in 23 years. Finally down to Canton and by rail back into Hong Kong.
We have had a most interesting and informative trip and one that I comsider
most encouraging for the future of the rest of mankind. I yield to Mr. Ford

and then simply open the rest of the press conference to questions.

quqab Let me reiterete what Congressman Boggs has said. There are two
things I think we ought to set forth before we get into the question and
answer period. JImmediately on our return at Andrews Air Force Base, we
called the President and had a 30-minute conversation with him. We were
advised in Peking after our conference with Cgé&En- i that there had to

be confidentiality concerning the lengthy discussions we had with him.
Other-than that I think we are ready)willing and able to answer any questions
concerning a very fascinating, a very interesting, and I think very helpful
10-day trip to China itself.

a, Mr. Ford, Do you feel that, without breaking the confidentiality,
that there is any indication that the reports coming out of London during
the past week that China and Russia are putting pressure on North Vietnam

to end the Vietnam conflict?

/+, We had no indication of any outside pressqﬁ& The Chinese made
statements comparable to this, and this comment was made by high officials
(not Chou En-Lai, I might add) that the North Vietnamese are their friends.
They naturally support the North Vietnamese] They believe the solution to
the problem in Vietnam, between the United States and the North Vietnamese,
is one that we must settle at the negotiating table.
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Qe The Administration yesterday grantedam an export license to the Boeing Co,
for the sale of FhkixjuixztoxGhiwmsyx 707 jets (to China). Is this any indication...
(inaundible),

(Boggs)

,4,We had a great many conversations, and in depth, with officials of
the Peoples Republic of China with respect to trade between the United
States and China. It is our impression that in the area of high
technology such as jet aircraft, computers, advanced medical instruments
and the whole realm of advanced chemistry in the United States, the Chinese
are very much interested. And the question of day-to-day trade such as we
carry on normally with the other nations, Europe or Canada, China hopes to
be self sufficient. It's a very large nation that's bigger than the United
States. It has vast natural resources, and I would not anticipate any
tremendous increase of normal trade. On the other hand I do believe that
the Boeing TOT sale is a pretty geod indication of the type of trade that

we may anticipate in the reasonably near future.

GZ Gentlemen, you say in your report that yeu have a number of
recommendations to make to the President. Could you share any of those

recommendations with us today?

(Ford)

/9,Wé11, I would indicate that Mr. Boggs and I certainly feel that in
the field of medicine there is a great opportunity for we in the United
States to benefit from the phenomgnal things %kt they do with acupuncture.
On the other hand the Chinese are very, very interested in some of our
medical advancements. And, therefore I think that we should send to China
the benefitsof our research in cancer, heart and stroke. This is an area

which would be highly beneficial to both parties.

(Boggs)

/9. I would add to that more general recommendations X¥HEKEXHX And these

come after certainly a brief visit, one who goes to any land and spends a
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few days there and returns as an expert is more of a Jackass than an expert.
But one on the other hand must necessarily form certain conclusions. We were
very intensely briefed. We saw a great deal of China physically. We saw
many of its inastitutions, from its chilq care centers of kindergarten through
middle schools and the universities. We visited the communes, both the
agricultural communes and the workers communes. We visited industry, both
heavy industry and¢ light industry, neighborhood industry. And we talkeed
to a great many Chinese. It is my impression that the Chinese certainly now
are concerned with their internal problems. They are not interested in
external aggression. They are very much interested in normalizing relations
with the United States. Which, of course, means the recognition of the

two governments, the exchange of dmbassadors, the relatively free movement

of science and business people, and so on.

Q, Mr. Boggs, it seems that Europe is not the "in" place any more, as
co ssmen and other
quoted by government officals, and China is. Do you think

there will be more congressmen going to China?

(Boggs)

Well, I would say that was a rather broad generalization in.view of

the fact that out of 535 congressmen four of them have been there,

question asked

(Boges)

The point you make is well taken. I think that a vast number of our
colleagues will try to go to China. And Mr. Ford and I were both asked by
many of our colleagues if we could assist in that direction. And we
discussed this with Premier Chou En-Lai in some detail. He indicated that
he would like to have members of Congress visit China in relatively small

groups and in a bipartisan fashion such as the two previous groups.
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Congressman Boggs and Congressman Ford in your statement you called
relations with China,
on both parties to promote the normalization of "~ | What are you asking

your respective parties to do?

(Ford)

Of course I haven't seen what the Republican Platform preliminary
drafts are at the present time. But I do assure you, based on conversations
with Congressman John Rhodes, that our party platform will strongly praise
the efforts of the President in opening the door and will also EBHIYBXLRE
ULXBKERZRTXEHEXPXBEIABHE indicate that the normalization of relatimns should
expand in many, many fields. This is a bipartisan effort as indicated by
the visit of the two senators and Mr. Boggs and myself. I can't predict
the language of the Democratic Platform in this regard, but I suspect it
will be one also of favorable comment because this is in the best interest

of the United States, not in any one political party.

(Boggs)

I might add to that that I have been informed that the Democratic
Platform specifically calls for the normalization of relations with the

Peoples Republic of China.

(Ford)

One of the questions that Mr. Boggs and I raised specifically was the
vice~chairman of Foreign Affairs, Mr. z§3§z§§§§§x§§% was the situation
regarding the American prisoners. The response was that ¥XN¥X Mr. Downey the
civilian and the two military personnel, Smith and Quinp,was being noted, and
the question was asked, were there any other American ¥#X prisoneziﬁh?&%’knowledge,
either from the Korean War or the Vietnam War, and the response was
no. I think this ¥XX is very important from the point of view of many KHEMENAX
wives, mothers and fathers who have been concerned o:gf th%.years about people
missing in action from both engagements. And we were there were none

other than those who were known by name.
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C?. Congressman Boggs, what's your reactinn to what pour party has

done in the way of party reform, specifically the platform

(Boggs)

/Q.I'm not really compfient to answer the question. I've been away
from the country for two weeks, and developments have been very rapid, and
there is one thing you will find out very H¥#¥ quickly in the Peoples Republic
of China and that is that you don't get very mucE'news from other parts of

the world. So unfortunately I'm really not compf%ent to answer your question.

(Ford)

éﬁk Let me add in a light way if I might. We saw no evidence obviously
of ¥ elections in the Peoples Republic of China, and therefore there was no
need or necessity for HHXE any campaign or election reform legislation.
of
GL Did you talk sbuut normalization/relations and exchange of
Could you give us anything more on that. AxpxvEsk¥yxx Did you discuss this

in any detail in terms of relations with Taiwan?

(Boggs)

As No we didn't because.....well I have to go back, there were discussions

of Taiwan. Most of those discussions as well as more specific discussions

with respect to Vietnam and other areas were off the

record.

he would
Q. You said that Chou En-Lai indicated ‘ welcome visitg from other
congressmen,--pid-he-indicate-rrab———- other classifications of Americans--wopnld be
welcome?

(Boggs)

A. Yes, quite definitely. He mentioned journalists and as a matter of
fact I would say K that more journalists have visited the Peoples Republic

of China than any single group of Americans up to now. There were a number

of others as well, He mentioned edncators, Theres were sevekal educators there.
Mr, Fairbank of Harvard was thers,



= = He mentioned most specificall; and
several times'American medical teams with special reference to those who

were knowledgeable in cancer, heart disease and strokes.
(QJ What was the President's reaction to your report.

(Forad)

Well, he kept us on the line for about a half hour. We 7§;rte aS:t
with a summary of our viewsgghen he pursued many many questionE\Ii,Ei’fhe
introduction that we ¥¥ gave to him. He pursued certain matters that were
unfortunately embargoed because of the wish of Premier Chou En-Lai. We had
a ¥¥¥EX report this morning from San Clémente that the President was very
pleased with the report and is looking forward to having a report in person
as soon as he gets back and as soon as Congress resumes. And we have
promised not only to meet with him in persmn but to submit to him a written
report for his information.

in China.
Q“ Mr. Ford, you talked about no need for electoral reformﬁ’ﬁ_i—a
Premier Chou show any knowledge or interest in the electoral process in the

United States?

(Ford)

/i.l don't think we should reveal that kind of information as to the
talks we had with him. I would add this, however, (and this is not in
reference to our conversatinns with Premier Chou)v4mong high Chinese
officials there was a great deal X of interest shown and many questions
asked about the sufficiency of our military capability and what the direction
might be in the future as to our Defense Department and its funding and its

programming.

{Boggs)

/\‘I would like to get back to that question and say that while it seemed

to be studiously non"partisan there was at all levels a tremendous amount of



-7~

interest in the electoral process in the United States. One piece of

news that did come through (as a matter of fact, I picked it up on the
Tolce of America) was the action ¥ of the Democratic

Credentials Committee with respect to the California delegation. And

many people asked me to explain that to them. They wanted to know the

whole process. The Credentials Committee, what its function was, how it

is set up, how delegates were selected, why were they pledged, why weren't
they pledged, where the convention was, what the function of the convention
was., In other ¥BEX words it was almost like a very intelligent high school
youngster in a civics class. I'm talking now about interpreters and people
that we talked to generally. And I would also like to give a general feeling
that I had and I think that Mr. Ford shared, and X that is that uniformly

we found a tremendous amount of interest in the United States. I was unable
to find any hostility and the traditional Chinese reputation for friendliness
and hospitality was exceeded.

(Ford)

A, We were expecially warmly welcomed,as Mr. Boggs indicated,when we
were in Shen Y@ng and Anshan which is in the northeastern part of China.
No American official had visited that part of China for 20 some years. We
were welcomed in the ¥¥HIXXIHEX traditional Chinese fashion, not only by a
¥ handwave but applause by people on the street. We went into a typical
REI¥ Chinese department store and somehow the rumor got out that we were
there. By the time that we ceme out the street was lined on both sides.
I couldn't guess how many people were there but there were at least tﬂ%@fﬁ°
four thousand,in ny Judgment. It was really a heartwarming experieﬁEE;rjiigi:

was spontaneous on their part.

P
Congressman Ford, did I undersgta ou to. s that when you were
; ’ S A Ry R i vini

by an _and ocratic adm tiong»
asked%h Chinese leadere -spending in s country

(Ford)

A, It was not put on the basis of Democratic or Republican policy. The
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question was were we going to reduce our military strength in light of this
Strategic Arms Limitation Talks. Were we going to withdraw from various

parts Giismswewsbensy of the vorld, JASNSSNNTOMEgN. They were intengy
interested in what our role would be diplomatically, militaerily in the world

as a whole and the specifics of what our plans might be in gilitary programs
and funding.

éQ . What did you tell them?

(Ford)

/4. I referred to a vote that we had heard that was taken in the House
of Representatives while we were in China. X The House of Representatives,
as we understood it from the news reports, passed the military procurement
authorization bill overwhelmingly, defeated any efforts to reduce the
recommendations of the Committee on Armed Services. We indicated to them
that this was a traditional position of strength in the House of
Representatives on & bipartisan basis and we thought this would be the

eventual final conclusion of the Congress in 1972.

éZ,Congressman Ford , do you think that based on the President's

foreign policy record that the Republicans will EEEX defeat the Democratic
candidgts..in -November?

(Ford)

I think in this press conference it is better if we keep on the policy ...th,

xxr the press conference?ggig%gg to our trip.

Q. Congressman, in reference fo your question the answer before that, it
strikes me that this is an obvious reference to the United Btates attitude
toward the Soviet Union. Are these questions about our military function, etc,
made in reference to their worry about our backing down in terms of maintaining
a position of strength KEX¥EYK¥HAX regarding the Soviet Union?



(Boggs)

ﬂl: I think we would be totally less than frank with you if we did not
indicate that the impression that has been widespread in the West for
several years now about the tension between the Soviet Union and the
Peoples Republic of China is accurate. It's wuite accurate. And following
through on Mr. Ford's observations we were advised by high officials that
the policy of XKKIK/Eg%grnment is disarmament but not unilateral disarmament.
And there was specific concern expressed , rather emphatically, with regard
to the possibility of continued Soviet armament and American disarmament.
Gz‘ Sir, could you put it in anoeher way and say that/%ﬁgygggrghﬁré?ggeSSion that
the United States to keep their defenses up?

(Boggs)

/4’ I could put it this way XNEXX¥ that in the present world while they
are much concerned over the EENEXHXI¥H resolution of the WNEIX Vietnamese
question and the whole question of Indochina, Southeast Asia, they, in my
Judgment would be terribly concerned if the United States AEEXARAXEBX -ravariad _

to a policy of isolationism.

E¥EX¥H¥ (Ford)

/q.let me reiterate and reemphasize strongly what Mr. Boggs has saigd.
They don't want the United States ¥X to withdraw from the Pacific or from
the world at any point . They believe our presence is important for the
stability of the world now and in the future. A militarily-weak {inited
States, at least I got the impression, would create instability rather than
stability in the resolution of the many, many problems that all nations face

today.

(Boggs)

/Q,This is I¥ a very large country with a great many people, over
ig still
800 million. Agriculture, while it has improved immensely,iikg gy estern
standards is primitive. Their industry still must be developed. What I
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am saying to you, they said to us time and time again, they sald we have
made progress , but much more remains to be done and we are & developing
country and to develop we must have the time and effort and energy devoted

internally and not externally.

Gl They feel, Sir, that a withdrawal of the United Stakes might encourage
the Soviet Union to move into the wvaccuum thus created/causfng problems for

them?

(Ford)

/&.I wouldn't say they put it as bluntly as you have said. TE¥ They're
concerned about nations such as ourselves participating in a stable Pacific
and that the United States withdrawal would create the instability. I wouldn't
want to go any further than that in explaining the context ¥X in which we

discussed it.

(Qf Would you comment a ¥it on what you judge to be their relations with

the Soviet Union and whatever their fears might be?

(Boggs)

/&' I think we've already covered it.

CQ’ In regard to the stability of the Pacific, did Japan come up in that

respect?

(Forad)

/qm They talked about the majJor powers that all had an interest in the
Pacifid.

(Boggs)

/‘,I would say that in answer XK to that question that there's HXHE¥EEX

an equal interest again)iﬂ for the normalization of relations with Japan.
/
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QEqua.l to what? EXHEXXX¥ Interest in normalization of relations \»*'H\
the United States.

(Boggs)

Check.

Qs They speak of _nomalization of relations with the Japane ss?

(Boggs)

A. Oh, yes. A great deal.

(Ford)

A¢ One of gzohgagseery broad things that I was impressed with and I'm sure
Mr. Boggs was xxpd we talked about it in length. You come away from China
with an impression of total discipline and dedication, Starting at a very
early ageq Redication to their system, B dedication to their objectivesx,
They are really convinced that if dhey all have XH¥X this dedication and
this disecipline that their society , industrially, economically, educationally,
f88 and otherwise will make great strides forward in the next two decades
And this has some important impligatiomB-from our point of view. We have
to recognize that EX¥ although XNEXIX they're possibly behind X¥E in certain
areas, technically and some other areas, we have to recognize that this kind
of discipline and this kind of dedication for our children and our children's

children is a matter of deep concern.

Qe Mr. Ford, you mentioned at the outset that they said they were
supporting, naturally, the North Vietnamese. Subsequentdyy you and
Congressman Boggs spoke of their belief that the United States should stay
in the ¥X Pacific. Are they separating these two and saying that the
United States should get out of Indochina but stay in Thailand and Okinawa
and places like that?
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~ (Mr. Boggs)

A, That's a very difficult question to answer or even to speculate x on,
and I wouldn't even try to. My impression of that is as they put it, and
this is no secret. There are two super powers, TK¥ the United States and
Russia. And if Russia becomes a greater super power XKK¥ then much of the

world could +eil--be-4n--difficuliy MOIXXOOINX Where that means people
m/gg‘ylocated physically or what kind of weapons are required is some-
thing else. And I am totally, completely unknowledgeable on that subject.

Q. Did they express any interest in joining the disarmament talks,

either SALT or the ones in Geneva?

(Ford)

As No. But they did say and they did repeat that they are for total

disarmament onp 1thes;bé'oadest most comprehensive way or comprehensive sense.
ea
They are notmdfaakor they are not impressed say with the two super

powers coming X¥XHUX¥N to such an agreement. They have said¥XXXXMIKKX I think
historicallyy,that they want disarmamentyperiod. And they reiterated that to

us on several occasions.

Q. Did they mention the Chinese -Rc-tha Fxanch nyciear tests?

(Ford)

i, No.

Q. Did they talk about their own nuclear proposal which is to destroy

811 nuclear weapons?

(Boggs)
Not a
A xoliomotiex new proposal, we made it back in the days¥ of -Bernsrd.Bacush.-

in 1946,
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(Ford)

A. They did say that under no circumstances would their development
(and this has been said many times) that they would never use it on a
first-strike basis. '

Qe question muffled

(Forad)

A. No, they 4id not.

Qs Anything about the ships, the- ships W& shelled
as a result of -lighters _______ bringing supplies to XX¥XK¥# North Vietnam ?

about disarmament,
Qe In answer to your previous question/they showed skepticism abaut

the Moscow agreement on nuclear restraint, the ABM and the technical

agreement.

(Boggs)

Ae T wouldn't say that they showed skepticism. They,in answer to a
specific questionyghey approved. But as for general disarmament without
the participation of all nations of the world they ¥K&#¥X showed considerable
X¥¥ skepticism.

(Ford)

A.They just think it should be on a broad, broad basis, including
all weapons . Not only are they against further development, they're
for the destruction of many of the weapons that KI¥EKAYXKXE are already in
being and éeployed.

Q.Congressman, could you = us on the basis of your
conversation with X¥XXZ the leaders in Peking and Taiwan —-—————e—e—--

in the extablishment of diplomatic relations between the
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the United States and -the- i%qgﬁs-. Or do you believe now that this
salls M
problem can be -Zeckxusisbe ____ or ezfn in the absenge of an ultimate
a
resolution of the problems of Taiwan amk diplomatic relatinns between
Washington and Peking could be established?

(Boges)

A, Well,I have two impressions. The first is that this is indeed one
of the top XA difficulties with respect to normatization of relations
between the United States and the Peoples Republiec of China. The second
is it is their feeling as I understood that this is a matter that can be

worked out between the Peoples Republic of China and Taiwan.
Q. How?

(Ford)

A, But they did not trust us in trying to give an answer or a key to
this current difficulty for the total normalization of our relations with

the Peoples Republic of China.

(Boggs)

A, Correct. They did not trust.

QeCongressman Ford, did you see any FEBKEEIXIXY¥XEXX possibility of
armed -—--eopfiieh—mm=w- between Communist China and the Soviet Union?

(Ford)
in
A.We did not engage in any discussionsu#'that kind of detail. We

recognize they have differences they indicated, which is a fact that they
have differences, but as to the imminence or the possibility, XK&¥ there

was no discussion.
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(Boggs)

A, Well, as a matter of fact, the deputy foreign minister¥ said that
the discussions were by word of mouth and by writingg. I certainly have

heard little any indications of any armed cnnflicté#.

Q. Congressman Boggs, may I pose a political question to you since you

are FEMEXEK¥E¥XE one of your Partys leaders.

(Boggs)

AR, You mean a Chinese political question.

Qe No sir, its about

(Boggs)

As Well T would be glad to hold a press conference about that but not
at this omexx time.

Newsman: Thank you, sir.

#iiH
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Mr. Ford and I are very happy indeed to be back. e made

available to each of you a very brief statement, telling of the places

we visited in the Peoples Republic of China. They are spelled out, but
Shanghai, Peking, Shen Yang, Aqépén and Canton. They took us from the
coast of China at Shanghai to the North Central part of China at Peking

and to the northeastern part of China, where no official Americans have
been in 23 years. Finally down to Canton and by rail back into Hong Kong.
We have had a most interesting and informative trip and one that I consider
most encouraging for the future of the rest of mankind. I yield to Mr. Ford ;
and then simply open the rest of the press conference to questions.

/\
tﬁbrzi? Let me reiterete what Congressman Boggs has said. There are two
things I think we ought to set forth before we get into the question and

answer period. Immediately on our return at Andrews Air Force Base, we

Ty U 5

called the President and had a 30-minute conversation with him. We were {‘
advised in Peking after our conference with Q§§92n7lgi that there had to ’ 
be confidentiality concerning the lengthy discussions we had with him. g
Other than that I think we are ready;willing and able to answer any questions
concerning a very fascinating, a very interesting, and I think very helpful
10-day trip to China itself.

Q. Mr. Ford, Do you feel that, without breaking the confidentiality,
that there is any indication that the reports coming out of London during

R AT 5 A

the past week that China and Russia are putting pressure on North Vietnam
to end the Vietnam conflict? '

’+. We had no indication of any outside pfes;qb. The Chinese made
statements comparable to this, and this comment was made by high officials
(not Chou En-Lai, I might add) that the North Vietnamese are their friends.
They naturally support the North Vietnamesg; ghey believe the solution to
the problem in Vietnam, between the United States and the North Vietnamese,
is one that we must settle at the negotiating table.
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Qe The Administration yesterday grantedmm export license to the Bosing Co,
for the sale of $h3xjmixztoxChimayx 707 jets (to China)e Is this any indication...
(inaudible ),

(Boggs)

/L We had a great many conversations, and in depth, with officials of
the Peoples Republic of China with respect to trade between the United
States and China. It is our impression that in the area of high
technology such as Jet aircraft, computers, advanced medical instruments
and the whole realm of advanced chemistry in the United States, the Chinese
are very much interested. And the question of day-to-day trade such as we
carry on normally with the other natimns, Europe or Canada, China hopes to
be self sufficient. It's a very large nation that's bigger than the United
States. It has vast natural resources, and I would not anticipate any
tremendous increase of normal trade. On the other hand I do believe that
the Boeing TOT sale is a pretty geod indication of the type of trade that
we may anticipate in the reasonably near future.

Gz Gentlemen, you say in your report that you have a number of
recommendations to make to the President. Could you share any of those
recommendations with us today?

(Ford)

/?,Well, I would indicate that Mr. Boggs and I certainly feel that in
the field of medicine there is a great opportunity for we in the United
States to benefit from the phenoménal things %ipet they do with acupuncture.
On the other hand the Chinese are very, very inferested in some of our
medical advancements. And, therefore I think that we should send to China
the benefitsof our research in cancer, heart and stroke. This is an area
which would be highly beneficial to both parties.

(Boggs)

/9. I would add to that more general recommendations XH¥HXXX And these

come after certainly a brief visit, one who goes to any land and spends a
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few days there and returns as an expert is more of a jackass than an expert.
But one on the other hand must necessarily form certain conclusions. We were
very intensely briefed. We saw a great deal of China physically. We saw
many of its institutions, from its child care centers of kindergarten through
middle schools and the universities. We visited the communes, both the
agricultural communes and the workers communes. We visited industry, both
heavy industry ends light industry, neighborhood industry. And we talkeed

to a great many Chinese. It is my impression that the Chinese certainly now
are concerned with their internal problems. They are not interested in
external aggression. They are very much interested in normalizing relations
with the United States. Which, of course, means the recognition of the

two governments, the exchange of fqmbassadors, the relatively free movement

of science and business people, and so on.

g, it seems that Europe is not the "in" place more, as
i ng%gss’mn and other x 2 i ?

quoted by government officals, and China is. Do you think
thare will be more congressmen going to China?

(Boggs)

Well, I would say that was a rather broad generalization in view of
the fact that out of 535 congressmen four of them have been there,

question asked

(Boggs)

The point you make is well taken. I think that a vast number of our
colleagues will try to go to China. And Mr. Ford and I were both asked by
many of our colleagues if we could assist in that direction. And we
discussed this with Premier Chou En-Lai in some detail. He indicated that
he would like to have members of Congress visit China in relatively small
groups and in a bipartisan fashion such as the two previous groups.
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Congressman Boggs and Congressman Ford in your statement you called

relations with China
on both parties_to promote the normalization of ", What are you asking

your respective parties to do?

(Ford)

Of course I haven't seen what the Republican Platform preliminary
drafts are at the present time. But I do assure you, based on conversations
with Congressman John Rhodes, that our party platform will strongly praise
the efforts of the President in opening the doof and will also ¥BETHEBXELR®
ETYBXEE7ZKTXLHEXPXBXIABKE indicate that the normalization of relatimns should
expand in many, many fields. This is a bipartisan effort as indicated by
the visit of the two senators and Mr, Boggs and myself. I can't predict
the language of the Democratic Platform in this regard, but I suspect it
will be one also of favorable comment because this is in the best interest

of the United States, not in any one political party.

(Boggs)

I might add to that that I have been informed that the Democratic
Platform specifically calls for the normalization of relations with the
Peoples Republic of China.

(Ford)

One of the questions that Mr. Boggs and I raised specifically was the
ao Kusn-hua
vice~chairman of Foreign Affairs, Mr. ZGBG!GIBI# was the situation
regarding the American prisoners. The response was that ¥N¥&X Mr. Downey the
civilian and the two military personnel, Smi¢h and Quinp,was being noted, and
the question was asked, were there any other American ¥EX Prisonet%op?&%’knouledge,
either from the Korean War or the Vietnam War, and the response was ¢
no. I think this XX is very important from the point of view of many KHXKHKAX
wives, mothers and fathers who have been concerned over the years about people
as

missing in action from both engagements. And we were there were none

other than those who were known by name.
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G?. Congressman Boggs, what's your reactipn to what pour party has
done in the way of party reform, specifically the platform

(Boggs)

/Q.I'm not really compfient to answer the question. I've been away
from the country for two weeks, and developments have been very rapid, and
there is one thing you will find out very H¥¥ quickly in the Peoples Republic
of China and that is that you don't get very much news from other parts of
the world. So unfortunately I'm reaily not compfient to answer your question.

(Ford)

;ﬁ& Let me add in a light way if I might. Wg saw no evidence obviously
of K¥ elections in the Peoples Republic of China, and therefore there was no
need or necessity for EHXE any campaign or election reform legislation.

‘ of
GL Did you talk abaut normalizamion/ielaxiods and exchange of
Could you give us anything more on thaet. AppreEsk¥yxx Did you discuss this
in any detail in terms of relations with Taiwan?

(Boggs)

A, No we didn't because.....well I have to go back, there were discussions

of Taiwan. Most of those discussions as well as more specific discussions

with respect to Vietnam and other areas - were off the
record.
he would
Q, You said that Chou En-Lai indicated £ welcome visits from other
congressmen ,~-Bid-he-indiecate-shgb---~- other classifications of Americans--would be
welcome ?

(Boggs)
&
A, Yes, quite definitely. He mentioned journalists and as a matter oﬁa
-]

fact I would say K that more journalists have visited the Peoples Republi
of China than any single group of Americans up to now. There were a nughg

of others as well, He mentioned edncators, There were sevedal edncators there.
Mr. Fairbank of Harvard was there, :
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TSR RN T S S weer- He mentioned most speciﬁca.lla; and
several times'American medicel teams with specilal reference to those who
were knowledgesble in cancer, heart disease and strokes.

CQJ What was the President's reactioﬁ to your report.

(Ford)

Well, he kept us on the line for about a half hour. We Erte out
Tre - o
with a summary of our viewsgihen he pursued many many questlons\ﬁ”"fhe
introduction that we ¥¥ gave to him. He pursued certain matters that were
unfortunately embargoed because of the wish of Premier Chou En-Lai. We had
a ¥E¥¥X report this morning from San Climente that the President was very
pleased with the report and is looking forward to having a report in person
as soon as he gets back and as soon as Congress resumes. And we have
promised not only to meet with him in person but to submit to him a written
report for his information.
3&1C‘Jn¢1,
. \“,
Q,!ﬁ Mr. Ford, you talked about no need for electoral reformA"D'iTi

Premier Chou show any knowledge or interest in the electoral process in the
United States?

(Ford)

A.I don't think we should reveal that kind of information as to the
talks we had with him. I would add this, however, (and this is not in
reference to our conversations with Premier Chou),Among high Chinese
officials there was a great deal X of interest qhown and many questions
asked about the sufficiency of our military capdbility and what the direction
might be in the future as to our Defense Department and its funding and its
programming. / '

tBoggs)

A, I would like to get back to that question and say that while it seemed

to be studiously non"partisan there was at all levels a tremendous amount of
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interest in the electoral process in the United States. One piece of
news that did come through (as a matter of fact, I picked it up on the
Yolice of America) was the action ¥ of the Democratic
Credentials Committee with respect to the California delegation. And
many people asked me to explain that to them. They wanted to know the

whole process. The Credentials Committée, what its function was, how it

is set up, how delegates were selected, why weré they pledged, why weren't
they pledged, where the convention was, what the function of the convention
was. In other ¥$¥¥X words it was almost like a very intelligent high school
youngster in a civics class. I'm talking now about interpreters and people
that we talked to generally. And I would also like to give a general feeling
that I had and I think that Mr. Ford shared, and X that is that uniformly

we found a tremendous amount of interest in the United States. I was unable
to find any hostility and the traditional Chinese reputation for friendliness
and hospitality was exceeded.

(Ford)

A, We were expecially warmly welcomed, as Mr, Boggs indicated,when we
were in Shen Yeéng and Anshan which is in the northeastern part of China.
No American official had visited that part of China for 20 some years. We
were welcomed in the ¥XKATXINAX traditional Chinese fashion, not only by a
# handwave but applause by people on the street. We went into a typical
ZX¥ Chinese department store and somehow the rumor got out that we were
there. ' By the time that we came out the street was lined on both sides.
I couldn't guess how many people were there but there were at least tggg
four thousand,in my judgment. It was really a heartwarming experieggajf%gégi:

was spontaneous on their part.

Congressman Ford, d4ld I undersgt you to. s that when you were
b;ng 5] ﬁxga arﬁlemican and &mocratic S i tions-;
asked% Chinese leaders ~ppending n s country ‘

(Ford)

A, It was not put on the basis of Democratic or Republican policy. The
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question was were we going to reduce our military strength in light of this
Strategic Arms Limitation Talks. Were we going to withdraw from various
parts oiessssewshmgn of the world, F=RSISSWeuTSEmNg. They vere inféngy
interested in what our role would be diplomatically, militerily in the world
as a whole and the specifics of what our plans might be in pilitary programs
and funding. ]

(Q . What did you tell them?

(Ford)

/4- I referred to a vote that we had heard that was taken in the House
of Representatives while we were in China. X The House of Representatives,
as we understood it from the news reports, passed the military procurement
authorization bill overwhelmingly, defeated any efforts to reduce the
recommendations of the Committee on Armed Services. We indicated to them
that this was a traditional position of strength in the House of
Representatives on a bipartisan basis and we thought this would be the

eventual final conclusion of the Congress in 1972.

éZ,Congressman Ford , do you think that based on_______ the President's
foreign policy record that the Republicans will K¥¥X defeat the Democratic
candidats -in -November?

(Ford)

I think in this press conference it is better if we keep on the policy ...kh,
xxr the press conference?ggfggga to our trip.

Q. Congressman, in reference to your questipn the answer before that, it
strikes me that this is an obvious reference to' the United Btates attitude
toward the Soviet Union. Are these questions apout our military function, ete,
made in reference to their worry about our backing down in terms of maintaining
a position of strength MMX¥EEM¥AA regarding the Soviet Union?



(Boggs)

/3, I think we would be totally less than frank with you if we did not
indicate that the impression that has been widespread in the West for
several years now about the tension between the Soviet Union and the
Peoples Republic of China is accurate. It's wuite accurate. And following
through on Mr. Ford's observations we were advised by high officials that
the policy of Ixxxx/ag%grnment is disarmament but not unilateral disarmament.
And there was specific concern expressed , rather emphatically, with regard
to the possibility of continued Soviet armament and American disarmament.
GQﬂ Sir, could you put it in snodher way and say that/¥ﬁgygggrghgrégggession Shat
the United States to keep their defenses up?

(Boggs)

/q, I could put it this way ZHAXXK that in the present world while they
are much concerned over the XE¥XIHXI¥H resolution of the WH¥I¥ Vietnamese
question and the whole question of Indochina, Southeast Asia, they, in my
judgment would be terribly concerned if the United States EMMIANHX¥NX-Tevariad _
to a policy of isolationism.

K¥XX%% (Ford)

/Q.fet me reiterate and reemphasize strongly what Mr. Boggs has said.
They don't want the United States ¥X to withdraw from the Pacific or from
the world at any point . They believe our presence is important for the
stability of the world now and in the future. A militarily-weak Uinited
States, at least I got the impression, would create instability rather than
stability in the resolution of the many, many prioblems that all nations face
today.

(Boggs)

[Q,This is XK a very large country with a great many peop%e, over
800 million. Agriculture, while it has improved immensely,iiii g;iagstern
standards is primitive. Their industry still must be developed. What I
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am saying to you, they said to us time and time again, they said we have
made progress , but much more remains to be done. and we are s developing
country and to develop we must have the time and;effort and energy devoted

internally and not externally.

Gl They feel, Sir, that a withdrawal of the United States might encourage
the Soviet Union to move into the vaccuum thus created/causfng problems for

them?

(Ford)

/&,I wouldn't say they put it as bluntly es you have said. TE¥ They're
concerned about nations such as ourselves participating in a stable Pacific
and that the United States withdrawal would create the instability. I wouldn't
want to go any further than that in explaining the context ¥X in which we
discussed it.

Gk. Would you comment a Wit on what you judge to be their relations with
the Soviet Union and whatever their fears might be?

(Boggs)

/x' I think we've already covered it.

CQ’ In regard to the stability of the Pacifie¢, did Japan come up in that
respect?

(Ford)

[qm They talked about the major powers that all had an interest in the
Pacifid. !

(Boggs)

f*,l would say that in answer XK to that question that there's KXHEXEXE

an equal interest again,!ﬂ for the normalization of relations with Japan.
/
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QEqual to what? EHMEXXX¥ Interest in normalization of relations w*‘H‘
the United States.

(Boggs)

Check.

Qs They speak of _nomalization of relations with the Japane ss?

(Boggs)

A, Oh, yes. A great deal.

(Ford)

Ao One ofggg;g::y broad things that I was impressed with and I'm sure
Mr. Boggs was xxpd we talked about it in length. You come away from China

with an impression of total discipline and dedication, Starting at a very
early ageq Bedication to their system, ® dedication to their objectivesx,

They are really convinced that if ehey all have ¥K¥X this dedication and

this discipline that their society , industrially, economically, educationally,
AB2 and otherwise will make great strides forward in the next two decades

And this has some important impligcatiomB-from our point of view. We have

to recognize that KX¥ although XN&¥XX they're possibly behind X¥¥ in certain
areas, technically and some other areas, we have to recognize that this kind

of discipline and this kind of dedication for our children and our children's
children is a matter of deep concern,

Qe Mr. Ford, you mentioned at the outset that they said they were
supporting, naturally, the North Vietnamese. BSubsegquentlyy you and
Congressman Boggs spoke of their belief that the United States should stay
in the ¥X Pacific. Are they separating these two and saying that the

United States should get out of Indochina but stay in Thailand and Okinawa
and places like that?
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(Mr. Boggs)

A. That's a very difficult question to answer or even to speculate x on,
and I wouldn't even try to. My impression of that is as they put it, and
this is no secret. There are two super powers, THE the United States and
Russia. And if Russia becomes a greater super power XHE¥ then much of the
world could #eid-be-4n-diffioudty OOONONBOINX Where that means people
ﬁKKXH/ggylocated physically or what kind of weapons are required is some-
thing else. And I am totally, completely unknowledgeable on that subject.

Q, Did they express any interest in joining the disarmsment talks,
either SALT or the ones in Geneva?

(Ford)

A. No. But they did say and they did repeat that they are for total
disarmament onp f.eh:“p&-oadest most comprehensive way or comprehensive sense.
They are not:panﬁaadzor they are not impressed say with the two super
powers coming X¥XHUXK to such an agreement. They have saldXXXXXKXKKX I think
historically,that they want disarmaments period. And they reiterated that to

us on several occasions.
Q. Did they mention the Chinese -ft-tha Fxaneh ,yciear tests?

(Ford)

Ao No.

Qe Did they talk about their own nuclear proposal which is to destroy

all nuclear weapons?

(Boggs)
Not a
A xFomotivex new proposal, we made it back in the days¥ of -Bernsrd .Bscush.

in 1946.

>
o
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(Ford)

As They did say that under no circumstances would their development

(and this has been said many times) that they would never use it on a
first-strike basis.

Qe question muffled

(Ford)

h. No, they did not.

Qe Anything about the ships, : -1the- ships WEEK shelled
as a result of -lighters . ..____ bringing supplies to XX¥XKK¥ North Vietnam ?

v

about disarmament,
Qe In answer to your previous question/they showed skepticism abaut

the Moscow agreement on nuclear restraint, the ABM and the technical
agreement.

(Boggs)

Ae I wouldn't say that they showed skepticism. They,in ansver to a
specific question, ghey approved. But as for general disarmament without

the participation of all nations of the world they XK¥¥ showed considerable
XK skepticism. L

(Forad)

As¢They Just think it should be on a broad, broad basis, including
all veapons . Not only are they against furtheg development, they're

for the destruction of many of the weapons that KX¥ENA¥XHXK are already in
being and éeployed.

Q.Congressman, could you =_us on the basis of your

conversation with X¥XX¥ the leaders in Peking and Talwan -—-=-c—eee--

in the extablishment of diplomatic relations between the
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he United St d 4{he- . i i
the Unite ates an ég%igfqggz— Or do you believe now that this
problem can be ~Xedauxtum . ___ o e:;Pt}n the absenge of an ultimate

a
resolution of the problems of Taiwan amk diplomatic relatinns between
Washington and Peking could be established ?

(Boggs)

A, Well,I have two impressions. The first is that this is indeed one
of the top X difficulthes with respect to normakization of relations
between the United States and the Peoples Republic of China. The second
is it is their feeling as I understood that this is a matter that can be
worked out between the Peoples Republic of China and Taiwan.

Q. How?

(Ford)

A, But they did not trust us in trying to give an answer or a key to
this current difficulty for the total normalization of our relations with
the Peoples Republic of China.

(Boggs)

A, Correct. They did not trust.

Q.Congressman Ford, did you see any K¥XKMMIXIX¥XXXX possibility of
armed ~--—-eenfiiet-——=w- between Communist China and the Soviet Union?

(Forad)
in
A,We did not engage in any discussionsuf'that kind of detail. We

recognize they have differences they indicated, which is a fact that they
have differences, but as to the imminence or the possibility, XKE¥ there

was no discussion.



(Boggs)

A, Well, as a matter of fact, the deputy foreign ministerX said that
the discussions were by word of mouth and by writingg. I certainly have
heard little any indications of any armed conflict#.

Q. Congressman Boggs, may I pose a political question to you since you
are ¥EMEXKAFX¥XX one of your Partys leaders.

(Boggs)

A.f. You mean a Chinese political question.

Qe No sir, its about

(Boggs)

A. Well I would be glad to hold a press conference about that but not
at this omexxx time.

Newsman: Thank you, sir.

HH





