The original documents are located in Box D26, folder “Spring Dinner, DuBois Area
Council of Republican Women, DuBois, PA, April 26, 1969 of the Ford Congressional
Papers: Press Secretary and Speech File at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.

Copyright Notice
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. The Council donated to the United
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public
domain. The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to
remain with them. If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.



Digitized from Box D26 of the Ford Congressional Papers: Press Secretary and Speech File at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



-2-
reform, progress toward greater national security, and progress toward
rebuilding our cities and our‘national spirit.

There is a great need for unity in America today, a crying need for
national solidarity.

This kind of unity flows from the strength given off by a great national
leader and amplified millions of times as it ripples throughout the American
people.

America has been blessed with many leaders of tremendous strength, moral
men, men of character who strengthened the fiber of the entire nation by their
example.

The names ring out in the national consciousness, for these were men of
steel. George Washington. Thomas Jefferson, an advocate of Republican principles.
Abraham Lincoln, the first Republican President. Theodore Roosevelt, another
Republican. Woodrow Wilson, a Democrat. And General of the Armies and 34th
President of the United States, Dwight David Eisenhower, who added to the luster
imparted to Gettysburg by Honest Abe,

America has suffered in recent years from a sickness of the soul, a
draining away of the moral strength a Nation needs to move forward as a people.

But now there is a new spirit emanating from the White House. We have a
strong new national leader in the 37th President of the United States, Richard M.
Nixon.

President Nixon has occupied the Oval Office in the White House for just
three months. But I can tell you from my weekly meetings with the President and
my analysis of the actions taken by his Administration that America is getting
the strong new leadership it needs in a time of great stress.

America will find that President Nixon is the kind of President who will
lead us out of turmoil and trouble, chaos and confusion into a new era of reason
and reconciliation, peace and prosperity.

In President Nixon the American people have a peacemaker, a crusader and
a reformer. Under his leadership we will, as a people, move forward together.

I would add just this. President Nixon needs solid support in Congress
to implement his program and build a better America. With a Republican majority
in the Congress, he would be assured of the backing he needs to lead us to our
goals.

# # #
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