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NOTZS FOR 

N,A.A.C.P. YOTTTH CONFERENCE ON 18-YEAR.-OLD VOTE 

,,,... 
11:~ a.m. Tuesday, April 22, 1969 

Senate Office Building Auditorium 

1968 Republican Platform Statement on Vote for 18-year-olds 

II OUR YOUTH 'I'ODAY ARE EN.lXJl:JED ltliTH G:i.EATE..R. KN01::IEDGE NND 

HATURITY THAIIJ ANY SUCH GENERATIUN OF THE PAST. THEIR 

POLITICAL :2ESTIESSNE5:) REFLECTS THEIR URGENT HOPE TO 

ACEIEV:~ A I1EANINGFUL PARTICIPATFHJ IN PUBLIC AFFAI~ 

Cmf"ENSURATE ~1ITI1 TEEIR CONTniBUTI!JI~S AS RESPONSIBlE 

CITIZENS. 

IN P..EWGNITION OF TI-lE ABILITIES OF THESE YOUNGER 

CITIZENS, THEIR. DESIRE TO PARTICIPATE, ATND 'III!IEIR SER. VICE 

IN THE NATION 1S .DEFENSE, 'ltJE BELIEVE 'IHAT W:ER IGE GROUPS 

SHOUL'.D BE ACCORDED THE RIGHT TO VOTE. V.JE BELIEVE THAT 
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2/ GOP PLATFORJI ON LOI,JER. y_::JTING AGE 

STATES itJ~IICH HAVE NOT YET ACTED SHOFLD REEVALUA'IE 

THEI::t. POSITIONS r1JITH RESIECT 'ID 18-YEA./1-0LD VOTING 

AND THAT EACH STATE SHOU~D IECIDE THIS HATTER F01 

ITSELF. vlE lJRGE THE STATES TO ACT FCV·~. II - . 

Nichigan Referendum Nov. 8, 1966 onVote for 18-y~ar-olds 

Statewide, Michigamt voters voted better than 3 to 2 

against lowering the voting age to 18. The vote was 

1,267,872 "no" to 703,076 11yes." 

In the Fifth Congre esional District, v~rs rejected the 

proposal~ bji more than 2 to 1, The combined vote in 

Kent and Ionia Counties was 71,170 "no" to 31,173 "yes •11 



NOTES FOR N.A.A.C.P. C6NFERENCE ON 18-YEAR-OLD VOTE 
11115 a.m. Tuesdsr, April 22, 1969, Senate Office Bldg 

1. HAW LONG SUPFORTED GIVING TBE VOTE TO 18-~~YEAR-::{JLif. 

2. SHCPLllJIT ~EALLY TALK A3C'UT ~~IVING" THE VOIE TO 

18-YEA.:-::.-OLDS BECAUSE THEY HAVE EARNED IT. -
3. THEY J-IAVE EA..'tNED IT BECAUSi 'Il1EY ARE ••• 

• • • FAR HORE E.ATURE AT THAT AGE THAN .M1ERICANS OF EARliER 

GENERATI GN S 

••• HAVE SHm'JN THEY CAN ACCEPI' OBLIGATIOiJS AND RESPONSIBILITY. 

2/ NOTES ON LOtJER \DTING AGE 

••• ARE FIGHTING FOR THEIR C001!lii'RY OR EARNING A LIVING 

0:.1. lEBATIKG THE G±1EAT ISSUES OF THE DAY IN CCLIEGE • 

• • • ARE IN l1Ah'Y CASES BUYING A HOT1iE, RAISING A FA."1ILY 

AND PAYING TAXES. 

4. HA VDm ACCEPI'ED THE OBLIGATIONS AND Dl!JTJES AND 
~ .-.- ~--

RESJ?ONSIBmiTIES OF CITIZENSHIP, 18-:tYEA.tt-:!-QliJS SiiJUID 
----'---~--~ ~ 

HAVE ••• AJt.E ENTITLED_'J'O ••• THE BASIC RI _ _QHTJ OF CITIZENSiiP, - ~ _.-; .~ 

TI1E RIGHT TO VOTE. 



3/.NOTES ••• N!I.A.C.P. LOHER VOTING AGE 

5. LET 1S LOOK AT TODAY 1S 18*YEA ?:!*OLD: HE I§.:._ •• 

• • • • BETTER EDJCATED THAN HJ:Sa PARENTS WERE AT THAT AGE -

•••• FAR MCRE IS EXPECTE~ HIM - tl E 
••• • TBROOGH THE MEDIUM OF 'IEIEVISION~ 

13 .n. 
_..,. . .. ot. -· " 

... _ ~TORY HAPPENING AND THUS FAR NJRE 

KNOIJLE:ooEABIE ABOUT CURHENT EVENTS THAN~ THE 

ljl!g~ OF F'REVIOI'S QENE~f.ATI~NS . 

• • KN()JLEOOEABLE A:OOUT OUR POLITICAL ProCESSES 

AND Ji CAPABLE OF MAKING INTEL! IGENT VOTING rECISIONS_. 

4/ F.A.A. C. P. NOTES ON LCMERING VOTING AGE 

6. WHAT IT ALL ADDS UP TO IS THAT OUR 18-19-and-20 

YEA.tt OLJ:5 I;IAVE EARNED THE RIGHT TO BE HEARD 'IHROUGH 

THE BALLOT. .. ... 
7 • TODAY THE VAST MAJORITY OF OUR YOUNG PEOPLE 

~ !_Y RIGH'I-l BE ALIGTED TO SPEAK AT THE POlLS. 

I, FOR ONE, BELIEVE THEY HAVE A CONTRIBUTION TO 1AKE 

'IO THE REST OF THE NATION . 
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