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; NOTZS FOR

B,A.A.C.P, YOITH CONFERENCE ON 18-YEAR-OLD VOTE

’//2'
11:1h “a.m. Tuesday, April 22, 1969

Senate Office Building Auditorium

1568 Republican Platform Statement on Vote for 18-year-olds

’ OUR YOUTH TCDAY ARE ENDOWED WITH GREATER KNOWIEDGE AND

MATURTTY THAN ANY SUCH GENERATICON CF THE PAST. THEIR
POLITICAL RESTIESSNESS REFLECTS THEIR URGENT HOPE TO
ACI'IEVY A MEANINGFUL PARTICIPATION IN PUBLIC AFFAIRS
COM'ENSURATE VITH TI’EIR CONTRIBUTICKS AS RESPONSIBIE
CITIZENS.

IN RECOGNITICN OF THE ABILITIES OF THESE YOUNGER

CITIZENS, THEIR DESIRE TC PARTICIPATE, END THEIR SERVICE

IN THE NATION'S DEFENSE, WE BELIEVE THAT LOWER &GE GROUPS

SHOULD BE ACCORDED THE RIGHT TO VOTE. WE BELIEVE THAT
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2/ GOP PLATFORM ON LOWER VOTTNG ACE

STATES WHICH HAVE KOT YET ACTED SHOULD REEVALUATE
- THEIR POSITIONS WITH RESPECT TO 18-YEAR-OLD VOTING
AND THAT EACH STATE SHOULD IECIDE THIS MATTER FOR

/
ITSELF. WE URCE THE STATES TC ACT NCW, ‘
-
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Michigan Referendum Nov. 8i 1966 onVote for 1l8-year-olds

Statewide, Michigam voters voted better than 3 to 2

against lowering the voting age to 18, The vote was

1,267,872 "no" to 703,076 “yes."

In the Fifth Congressional District, voters rejected the

proposaldlp by more than 2 to 1l The combined vote in

Kent and Iomia Counties was 71,170 "no" to 31,173 "yes."
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11315 a.m. Tuesday, April 22, 1969, S.nate Office Bldg Audit.
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HAVB LONG SUPTORTED GIVING TIE WIE TO 18%YEARLIDC,
L]

SHCLIN'T REALLY TALK ABCUT BGIVING" THE VOTE TO

18-YEAR-0LDS BECAUSE THEY HAVE EARNED IT.
[ wesa——— )
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THEY HAVE EARNED IT BECAUSE THEY ARE...

«..FAR MORE MATURE AT THAT AGE THAN AMERICANS OF EARILIER

GENERATIONS

—

.. .HAVE SHOWN THEY CAN ACCEPT CBLIGATICHS AND RESPONSIBILITY.

pam—n—

2/ NOTES ON LOWER WOTING ACE

e+« «ARE FIGHTTNG FOR THEIR COUNIRY OR EARNING A LIVING

OR [EBATING THE GREAT ISSUES OF THE DAY IN CCLLEGE.

«+-ARE TN MANY CASES BUYING A HOME, RAISING A FAMILY

AND PAYING TAXES,

L, HAVING ACCEPTED THE CBLIGATTIONS AND DUTIES AND,
e, e '

RESPONSIBIDITIES CF CITIZENSHIP, 18%YEARQLDS SHCOUILD
W
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HAVE...ARE ENTTTLED TO...THE BASIC RIGHTWN OF CITiZENJIP,
— T — e S o

THE RIGHT TO VCTE,
e ™











