
The original documents are located in Box D25, folder “Celebration of Latvia's 50th 
Independence Day Anniversary, St. Cecelia Society Auditorium, Grand Rapids, MI, 

October 19, 1968” of the Ford Congressional Papers: Press Secretary and Speech File at 
the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library. 

 
Copyright Notice 

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. The Council donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  



GRAND RA.F IDS CELEBRATION OF LATVIA 1 S 50TH nmEPENDENCE 
DAY ANNIVERSARY 7 P.M. SATURDAY, OCT. 19, AT 
ST. CECELIA sociETY AUDITORIUM, 24 RANSOM AVE. N,E. 
(AF.l'ER FORMAL PROGRAM, REFRESHMENTS AT 504 GRAND AVE. N .E.) 

IN A LITTLE LESS THAN A MONTH, LATVIANS EVERWHJ!:RE WILL 

MARK ' A PROUD .DAY IN THEIR HISTORY-- IBi 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

OF LATVIA'S DECLARATION OF IND:&PENDENCE IN 1918. I KNOW THAT 

(i:Nov. ~ 
;ais DAY 7\. lilr':rs FOR LATVIANS LIKE THE FOURTH OF JULY 

IS FOR AMERICANS ••• A DAY THAT STANDS FOR FREEDOMa' AND 

LIBERTY AND THE CASTING OFF OF T HE ~XE OF OPPRESSION. 

2/ LatTian 

MUCH HAS HAPPENED IN THE \tiORLD SINCE THAT GLORIOUS DAY 

IN 1918 WHEN THE TREATY OF BREST-LITOVSC WAS SIGNED, AND THE 
, 

RUSSIANS WITHDREW FROM IA TVIA AND THE OTHER BALTIC TERRITORIES. 

YES, THE WORLD HAS SEEN MUCH OF GLORY AND MUCH OF SHAME 

SINCE THAT DATE. AND CERTAINLY ONE OFT HE MOST SHAMEFUL 

_!!APPEHINGS OCCURRiD WHEN THE SOVIET UNION ... BRUTALLY 

DIZED UTVIA, ESTHONIA AND LI!HUANIA IN JULY OF 1.940. 
' 

Digitized from Box D25 of The Ford Congressional Papers: Press Secretary and Speech File at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



3/ LATVIANS 

AND SO ONCE AGAIN T~ DARK CURTAIN OJ' 0PPRE$ION SllTTLED 

QVER LATVIA AND THE PEX>PLE LIVED~ UNDER THE;;;;; HEEL 

7C R.~ . r,.;t-~ l;... A 
. OF TBE OPPBESSOR~ ~liT :t;;" SEE IB YOUR FAC;;:;; ;; J.rJJ;.., 

.. TO YOU TONIGHT THAT NO NATIVE OF l.A."""TA tno 
~ .,~~~GMB~ 

. -HOPE THAT THE ~ OF THE OPPRESSOR W'ILL :BE LIF'l'G .l:Nl> !l'HU 
;zE;: II-. 

_!RUDOM ONOE MORE WILL :BE BESTOlWl TO TBE JlROUD PlilOPLi 
I OF 

LATVIA. 

LE'M ME TEL\. YOU THAT I ADMIRE YOU. I ADMIRE YOU FOR 

YOUR SPIRIT OF INDEPENDENCE, YOUR REFUSAL TO ACCEPT THE 

~ -1 ~ ~___p,. ~~~ 
SOVIET OCCUPATION AS n.ITABLE AND NEVERaENDING. 

" ~ 

ABD I ADMIRE YOU, TOO, POR THE CONTRIBUTION .. LATVIANS 

c~"~"t. Tc tt 
WO HAVE COME TO AMERICA ARE MAKING ID THIS COUNTRY. I KNOW 

1 
WHAT YOU HAVE DONE IN GRAND RAPIDS AND OTHER COMMUNITIES IN 

WHICH LATVIANS HAVE LOCATED. YOU ARE MUCH LIKE THE EARLY 

AMERICANS WHO SETTLED AND BUILT THIS COUNTRY. 
' 



5/ LATVIANS 

-YOU WORK HARD, AND~ YOU ASK ONLY FOR TEE OPPORTUNITY 

TO WORK HARD AND TO MAKE YOUR OWN WAY. THOOE ARE THE KIND 

-
OF BBOPLE WHO CARVE~ A NATION OUT OF A WILDERNE~S WHEN 

AMERICA WAS ~UHG ••• THE KIND OF PEOPLE WHO MlDi AMERICA THE 

~ 

GREATJII NATION IT IS. 

I KNOW THAT AS YOU MAKE YOUR WAY HERE IN AMERICA YOUR 

HEARTS GRIEVE FOR--· FRIENDS AND RELATIVES IN YOUR 

NATIVE LATVIA WHERE THE OPPRE330R RULES. 

6/ LATVIANS 

I HOPi, AS YOU DO, THAT THE DAY WILL COMli: WHEB J'BDDOM'8 

LIGHT AGAIN WILL BURN :JRIGHl'LY IN YOUR NATIVE LAND. I HAVE 

NOT GIVEN UP ON THAT DBEAM, AND I KNOW YOU. HAVE 

NOT li:ITHBR. 

IT IS NOT FOOLISH TO DREAM THAT DREAM, EVEN IN THIS MJMEW.r 

WHEN WE SEE THE SPA.li{S OF A NEWFOUND FREEDOM EXTINGUISHED 

IN CZECHOSLOVaiA :BY T.H& ROUGH PAW OF THE RUSSIAN :BEAR. 
' 



~ I&!VDJIS'f 

THERE ARE SOME WH0J1 EXCUSE THE SOVIET-LED INVASION OF 

CZECHfBLOV AKIA BY COMPARING IT WITH THE U.S. PRESENCE IN 

VIETNAM AND THE DISmcH OF U.S. TROOPS 'ro THE JX>MINICAN 

REPUBLIC. THIS IS RIDICULOUS. OUR TROOPS ENTERED :BOTH 

VIETNAM AND THE DCMINICAN REPUBLIC :BY INVnD!TmN OF T BE RULING 

GO~NT. AND ~ MILITARY ACTIONS WERE TAKEN TO DEFEND 

LIBERTY-- NOT TO STAMP IT OUT. ~ '2~..-...~·'-0 ~~ 

~{" ~~···~~ .~,.,;,. ~ z-fu-~·~'~ 

1/ LATVIANS - ~ 
I- READ IN THE PAPER TODAY WHERE THE R CZECHOSLOVAKIAN 

.TIONAL ASSDBLY VOTBD ALMOST UNANIMOUSLY TO RATIFY A TREATY 

PROVIDING FOR THE INDEFINITE STAY OF 70,000 *>VIET TROOPS IN 

&'~~~~- -
0ZECHOSLOVAKIA.. THE M:\ST INTERESTING )8;1 ASPECT OF THIS 

1 
IS THAT WHILE THE VOTE \riAS BEING TAKEN, GROUPS OF CZECHOSLOVAKS 

STOOD OUTSlDli: IN TliiE STRE.Ii:TS CRYING, "SHAME." THIS TELLS US 

' 
THAT THE SPIRIT OF FREEDOM M!Y BE DEAD ON PAPER J 11 H#'U'Y 

~ CZECBOSLOV.AK.IA ~A .RESULT OF THE ~~..JG_INV.ASrov ~..--. 
_.._ :..li.o..tf.i(,_ji;tlsiiJist6,ii:XJi...,d .J~ iitttl~ i.t , l ,£ • it~ 



8/ LATVIANS 

0~ THAT COUNTRY, BUT IT IS VERY MUCH ALIVE IN THE ~ OJ 

IN THE HEARTS OF THE IA TVIANS AND OTHER CAPTIVE PEOPLES ••• AND 

THE RUSSIANS KNOW THIS. THE KREMLIN LEADERS KNOW, TOO, THAT 

MANY OF THEIR OWN PEOPLE FEEL THE SHAME THAT THE CZECHOSLOVAKS 

HAVE CALLED TO THE ATTENTIO- OF THE ~RLD. 

9/ LATVIANS 
,.--.... 

THERE ARE SSJ I 5 REPEATED CALLS IN OUR T~ FOR A DETENTE 

BETWEEN THE UBn'Ell STATES AND THE SOVIET Ulf!ON. 

I WANT PEACE AS MUCH AS ANYONE. BUT I DO NOT THINK WE WILL 

":::'~ 

:i.VER .lCH!lmi: PKACE BY IGNOlfj::NG REALITY AND PRETElmiNG THAT 
~ 

THE COMIIJlliST LEADERS IN THE KREMLIN ALSO ABE MEN OF PEACB. 

~-~ WlLL .t.CIIliiVB Plii.Clil Ill Tllll 'o'OIILio;e ·~ IIISIH 

J~ THAT ALL NATIONS OF TBli: 'WORLD LIVlil IN ACOORD&NCI WITH 

INTERNATIONAL LAW, AND ALL UNITED NATIONS MEMBERS LIVE UP 

' 



10/ LATVIA.lti 

'1'0 1HR PRIIK)IPLES OP THE UNITED IJATIOIB C~ 
'("' 

THAT IS WHY I SAY THAT THE SOVIET UNION MUST BE OOND:EMNED 

-BEFORE THE WORLD )UR VIOLATING THR SOVEBEIGNl'Y OF a CZECHO-

. -
SLOVAKIA, JUST AS SHE WAS CONDEMNED IN 1956 FUR al HER 

SAVAGE AND BLOODY SUPPml:JSION OF THE HUNGARIAN REVOLT • 

~EM:BRACR THE PRINCIPLES OF THE UN CHARTER, THE 

PRilfCIPLES OF FREEDOM AND INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE. il •• II 

11/L&tvian 

AND YOU BELIEVE IN THE ULTIMATE RESTORATIOIB OF FREEDOM TO 
...;=::=. 

THE .m LATVIAN REPUBLIC. WHOSE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCR 

C€L€M.RTE" 
WE ~ TONIGHT. 

IT IS INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT ONE PROVISION IN THE NEW 

.. -RUSSIAN-CZECHOSLOVAK TREATY --F~B~A~NS~ANY!!_!K~IND~Q!OFUP:YUB~L.~Ie_C 

CRLEBRATION OF THE 50fH AMNIVEBSARY OJ Tim CISCHaJLOVAJ: 

REPUBLIC ON OCT. 28. ' 



12/ LatTian 

HOW STUPID IT IS OF THE RUSSIANS TO 'BELIEVE THAT :BECAUSE 

THEY PROHIBIT A PUBLIC CELJ:BRATION OF AN INDEPENDENCE DAY 

:THA~T~TH~IS~WI~LL~,~~~-~I'~E!!Rl~SE!_ IT FROM THE MINDS AND HEARTS OF 

THE PEOPLE J 

YOU KNOW AND I KNOW THAT NOTHING IS GREATER T H\N THE PROUD 

SPIRIT OF AN INDEPENDENT HUMAN BEING. THIS THE COMMUNIST 

OPPRESSORS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD WILL NEVER DEFEAT. 'flU! 1n. 

13/ L&tTian 

ClltrNOT 
THEY 1 X DEFEAT THE HUMAN SPIRIT. 

A.ND THAT IS WRY I :BEL1EVE WITH A.LL MI BlWl'f AND SOUL THAT 

SO!oB DAY THERE WILL AGAIN :BE Ali INDEPENDENT BEPOBLIC OP 

-= ;;: - 'jovel I -
LATVIA ~liD ~WILL CELEBRATE THAT DAY, TOOt 

TOGETHER. 

THANK YOU. 
' 



I 




