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GRAND RAFIDS CELEBRATION OF LATVIA'S 50TH INDEPENDENCE

DAY ANNIVERSARY, 7 P.M. SATURDAY, OCT. 19, AT
ST. CECELIA SOCIETY AUDITORIUM, 24 RANSOM AVE. N:E.

(AFTER FORMAL PROGRAM, REFRESHMENTS AT 504 GRAND AVE. N.E.)

IN A LITTLE LESS THAN A MONTH, LATVIANS EVERWHERE WILL

MARK A PROUD DAY IN THEIR HISTORY -- THB 50TH ANNIVERSARY

OF LATVIA'S DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE IN 1918, I KNOW THAT

Ib‘ FOR LATVIANS LIKE THE FOURTH OF JULY

IS FOR AMERICANS ... A DAY THAT STANDS FOR FREEDOME AND

THIS DAY

LIBERTY AND THE CASTING OFF OF THE YQKE OF OPPRESSION.

2/ latvian

MUCH HAS HAPPENED IN THE WORLD SINCE THAT GLORIOUS DAY

IN 1918 WHEN THE TREATY OF BREST-LITOVSK WAS SIGNED, AND THE

RUSSIANS WITHDREW FROM IA TVIA AND THE OTHER BALTIC TERRITORIES

YES, THE WORLD HAS SEEN MUCH OF GLORY AND MUCH OF SHAME
b ] - NS

SINCE THAT DATE, AND CERTAINLY ONE OF THE MOST SHAMEFUL

HAPPENINGS OCCURRED WHEN THE SOVIET UNION NN BRUTALLY

BBIZED LATVIA, ESTHONIA AND LITHUANIA IN JULY OF 1940.
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OQUER LATVIA AND THE PEOPLE LIVED &M UNDER THE -

| OF THE oppm:ssonh BUT 1 ban s sﬂnﬁuﬁc;;m E.; ot
-0 YOU TONIGHT THAT NO NATIVE OF LATVIA EAS EVER GIVEN gp
. OFS THAT THE YGKE OF THE OPPRESSOR WILL BE LIFTED Axp THa®

l’REE.‘DOM ONCE MORE WILL BE RESTORER. TO THE FROUD PBOPLE QF

LATVIA,

A ——

#2 3}/ LATVIANS

LETME ME TELL, YOU THAT I ADMIRE YOU. I ADMIRE YOU FOR

-«
ce

YOUR SPIRIT OF INDEPENDENCE, YOUR REFUSAL TO ACCEPT THE

4%%%”@“

destut
SOVIET QCCUPATION AS ITABLE AND HEEESRSES NEVERSENDING.

b A
AND I ADMIRE YOU, TOQ, FOR THE CONTRIBUTION 3& LATVIANS
CANRALTER
WHO HAVE COME TO AMERICA ARE MAKING TO THIS COUNTRY, I KNOW

1

WHAT YOU HAVE DONE IN GRAND RAPIDS AND OTHER COMMUNITIES IN

WHICH LATVIANS HAVE LOCATED. YOU ARE MUCH LIKE THE BARLY
AMERICANS WHOQ SETTLED AND BUILT THIS COUNTRY.



5/ LATVIANS

YOU WORK HARD, AND XM YOU ASK ONLY FOR THE OPPORTUNITY

TO WORK HARD AND TO MAKE YOUR OWN WAY. THOSE ARE THE KIND

—

OF BEOPLE WHO CARVEDRSSWt A NATION OUT OF A WILDERNESS WHEN
AMERICA WAS YQUNG...THE KIND OF PEOPLE WHO MADE AMERICA THE

/\
GREATHR NATION IT IS.

I KNOW THAT AS YOU MAKE YOUR WAY HERE IN AMERICA YOUR
HEARTS GRIEVE FOR EEESEER FRIENDS AND RELATIVES IN YOUR
NATIVE IATVIA WHERE THE OPPRESSOR RULES,

6/ LATVIANS

I HOPE, AS YOU DO, THAT THE DAY WILL COME WHEN FREEDOM'S

LIGHT AGAIN WILL BURN FRIGHTLY IN YOUR NATIVE LAND. I HAVE

NOT MSSSeEX GIVEN UP ON THAT DREAM, AND I KNOW YOUNE HAVE

NOT EITHER.

IT IS NOT FOOLISH TO DREAM THAT DREAM, EVEN IN THIS MOMENT

WHEN WE SEE THE SPARKS OF A NEWFOUND FREEDOM EXTINGUISHED

IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA BY THE ROUGH PAW OF THE RUSSIAN BEAR.




IATVIANS?

THERE ARE S OME WHOW EXCUSE THE SOVIET-LED INVASION OF
CZECHOBLOVAKIA BY COMPARING IT WITH THE U.S. PRESENCE IN
VIETNAM AND THE DISPERCH OF U.S. TROOPS TO THE DOMINICAN
REPUBLIC. THIS IS RIDICULOUS. OUR TROOPS ENTERED BOTH

VIETNAM AND THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC BY INVITETTON OF T HE R ULING

GOV@NMENT. AND OUR MILITARY ACTIONS WERE TAKEN TO DEFEND

LIBERTY -- NOT TO STAMP IT OUT. 7Z¢, 4«4«4«, "“'W/ost'
/] ‘/-:Mum Domiracon. nithe 2 Lo pegh ysam s oolly,

7/ LATVIANS

- S
I#K READ IN THE PAPER TODAY WHERE THE BE C ZECHOSLOVAKIAN

NSTIONAL ASSEMBLY VOTED ALMOST UNANIMOUSLY TO RATIFY A TREATY

PROVIDING FOR THE INDEFINITE STAY OF 70,000 SOVIET TROOPS IN

&M Wiw e 7"«1 gl
GZECHOSLOVAKIA. lﬂE MOST INTERESTING MNEESE ASPECT OF THIS

4

IS THAT WHILE THE VOTE WAS BEING TAKEN, GROUPS OF CZECHOSLOVAKS1

_ST00QD OUTSIDE IN THE STREETS CRYING, "SHAME." THIS TELLS US

TEAT THE SPIRIT OF FREEDOM MAY BE DEAD ON PAPER ¥SCmdeiSuimEy
1N CZECHOSLOVAKIA AS A HESULT OF THE SOVIRT-LED INVASToN %3

— ? O oo S 3
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OF THAT COUNTRY, BUT IT IS VERY MUCE ALIVE IN THE HEARTS OF

——
THE PEOPLE, THAT JSSGRMMEX FLAME BURNS BRIGHTLY, TOO,
S e

IN THE HEARTS OF THE IATVIANS AND OTHER CAPTIVE PEOPLES...AND
— e e e e =z

THE RUSSIANS KNOW THIS. THE KREMLIN LEADERS KNOW, TOO, THAT

MANY OF THEIR OWN PEOPLE FEEL THE SHAME THAT THE CZECHOSLOVAKS

HAVE CALLED TO THE ATTENTIONE OF THE WORLD.

9/ LATVIANS

p—
THERE ARE @388 REPEATED CALLS IN OUR TIMES FCR A DETENTE

HETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND THE SOVIET UNION.

1 WANT PEACE AS MUCH AS ANYONE. BUT I DO NOT THINK WE WILL

-~
KVER ACHIEVE PEACE BY IGNORJING REALITY AND PRETENDING THAT

THE COMMUNIST LEADERS IN THE KREMLIN ALSO ARE MEN OF PEACE.,

g v v sore e 30 wn i e

Jﬂj"’ TEAT ALL NATIONS OF THE WORLD LIVE IN ACCORDANCE WITH

INTERNATIONAL LAW, AND ALL UNITED NATIONS MEMBERS LIVE UP

e
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T0 THE PRINCIPLES OF THE UNITED NATIORS CHARTER
e —

THAT IS WHY I SAY THAT THE SOVIET UNION MUST BE VOONDEMNED

BEFORE THE WORLD FOR VIOLATING THE SOVEREIGNTY OF " & CZECHO-

SLOVAKIA, JUST AS SHE WAS CONDEMNED IN 1956 FOR @ HER

a—

SAVAGE AND BLOODY SUPPRESSION OF THE HUNGARIAN REVOLT.

WMBRACE THE PRINCIPIES OF THE UN CHARTER, THE
PRINCIPLES OF FREEDOM AND INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE. Abiwmiiet

11/Letvian

AND YOU BELIEVE IN THE ULTIMATE RESTORATIONNE OF FREEDOM TO

THE B%X LATVIAN REPUBLICIE WHOSE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

CELEBRATE
WE q TONIGHT,

IT IS INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT ONE PROVISION IN THE NEW

qpr——————
RUSSIAN-CZECHOSLOVAK TREATY HSSMSEEBANS ANY KIND OF PUBLIC

CELEBRATION OF THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CRECHOSLOVAK

REPUBLIC ON OCT. 28,
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HOW STUPID IT IS OF THE RUSSIANS TO BBELIEVE THAT BECAUSE

| —

THEY PROHIBIT A PUBLIC CELEBRATION OF AN INDEPENDENCE DAY

THAT THIS WILL )EEEXTIT ERASE IT FROM THE MINDS AND HEARTS OF

s

THE PEOPLE !

———————

YOU KNOW AND I KNOW THAT NOTHING IS GREATER T HAN THE PROUD

SPIRIT OF AN INDEPENDENT HUMAN BEING., THIS THE COMMUNIST

OPPRESSORS THROUGHOUT T HE WORLD WILL NEVER DEFEAT, R

13/ Latvian

CANNOT
THEY VERIPEEEER DEFEAT THE HUMAN SPIRIT.

ANDTHATISWEYIBELIBVEWITHALLMKEAHLNDSOULTHAT
—_— =

SOME DAY THERE WILL AGAIN BE AN INDEPENDENT REPUBLIC OF

plda Bl
e - vt T —

= WILL CELEBRATE THAT DAY, TOO
LATVIA AXD VEAWILL , 00,

TOGETHER .
—_—
THANK YOU.








