
The original documents are located in Box D24, folder “Illinois State Medical Society 
Regional Public Affairs Meeting, Rock Island, IL, April 24, 1968” of the Ford 

Congressional Papers: Press Secretary and Speech File at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential 
Library. 

 
Copyright Notice 

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. The Council donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  



ILLINOIS STATE MEDICAL SOCIETI ••• REGIONAL PUBLIC AFFAIRS MEETING ••• ROCK ISLAND,ILL. 
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I. THE J.TNITEE STATES HAS FOR LONG BEEN A NATION IN CRISIS ••• FOR MUCH TOO ID.NG. 

II. AS MEDICAL ME~ NNCM, CRISIS RESULTS IN CERTAIN INSTANCES AFTER PERIOIS OF 

IN'IENSE PAIN AN'D mSORIER. OOCTORS AlSO TELL US THAT AN OUNCE OF PR~VENTION 

IS WORTH A roUND OF CURE. 

III. THE AMERICAN PEOPlE ARE EXPERIENCING THREE MAJOR CRISES IN NATIONAL AFFAIRS ••• 

THE CRISIS OF CIVIL DISOR:r:IFE AN·D CRD1E, THE CRISIS OF VIETNAM, AND THE CRISIS OF 

,......... 
THE OOLLAR. IT IS USELE$ TO TALK ABOUT PREVENTION~: IN m CONNECTION Wri'H ANY 

OF THESE EXCEPI' AS IT APPLIES TO FUTURE DISORIERS, FUTURE VIE:!' NAMS AND FUTURE 
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ATTACKS UPON THE ID ILA.R. 

IV. EVXRY CRIS!S HAS ITS TURNING POINT. AMERIC. CAME TO A TURNING ro~T ~ 

VIETNAM, AND PRESIDENT JOHNSON lSI TOOK THE RIGifl' ROAD ••• THAT OF A LIMITED BOMBING , 

HAI!l', FROJECTED DE~SCALATION OF THE U.S. MILITARY ROLE IN VIE'INAM, AND MOVES TO 

GET FEACE TALKS STARTED. IT IS UNFORTUNATE THAT Na-1 THERE IS SO MUCH SQUABBLING 

OVER THE STIE FOR INITIAL PEACE TAlKS. 

V. WE HAVE OOME TO A TURNING roiNT, TOO, IN TERMS <F THE CIVIL DISORDERS THAT 

ARE TEARING AMERICA APART. WE MUST HEALit OUR mVISIONS AND MAKE AMERICA WHOlE AGAIN. 
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A. WE NCW HAVE COME TO A. CROSSROA.US ON THE RACE PROBLEM IN AMERICA. IT IS 

~ 

A. TD:E WHEN EVERY AMERICAN SHOULD ror.UER THOSE IDST 

IMPORTANT WORDS IN THE 1ECI&RATION OF :tNlBPENDENCE, WHICH READ: "WE HOLD THESE 

TRUTHS TO BE SELFifEvrnENT, THAT ALL MEN ARE CREATED EQUAL, THAT THEY ARE ENIXWED 

BY THEIR CREATOR WITH CERTAIN INALIENABLE RIGHTS, THAT AMONG THESE ARE LIFE, 

,, 
LIBERTY AND THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS. 

B. WE KNOW THAT :00 MAN IS A CARBON COPY OF A.f40THER ••• THAT EACH IS BORN WITH 
SPE«CCA.L .IHARACTERIS'Jj;rCS AND VARYING AMOONTS OF NATIVE INTELliGENCE AND INTO 
DIFFERENT ECONOMIC CIRCUMSTANCES. ~ THE AUTHORS OF THE DECLARATION OF INIEFENJENCE 
R:~ft JilFG'Zi'Z""La&IWT'Z 1C 
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WERE TALKING A BOOT INHERENT EQUALITY. 
~i'¥'111TP"V THEY WERE TALKING A.BOJT HtJMAN mGNITI. THE!' 

SHOULD NOT BE NECESSARY FUR ANY AMERICAN ••• REGA.RDLE$ OF THE COLOR OF HIS SKIN ••• 

TO GO ABOOT WITH A. SIGN A.ROOND HIS .. ~K, PROCLAIMING 'I AM A MAN.• 

C. THIS, BASICALLY, IS WHAT THE CIVIL DISORI8S WE NCM ARE EXPEZIENCING ARE 

AIL ABOOT. EVERY MAN HAS TO FEEr·Bifll THAT HE ca~NTS roRMIII SOMETHING OR HE ;,4( 
LASH OUT AT OTHERS. AN1JI NO MAN WIU. EVER BE SAFE IN A SOCIE'IY WHICH BREEDS 

, 
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HOSTILITY AND &. HATRED. 

D. IT CAN BE SAID THAT THE • ... <1 ~ t ~ ~ .J , ~I : , tli,: • ·.~ •,. 6 .. ~; t•: .. I ! ; ~ 
----------------------~THE ASSASSINATION 

OF MARTIN WTHER KING WAS JUST AN EXCUSE FOR THE ARSON ~ LOOTING THAT FOLLCWED. 

BUT IT WOULD BE IDRE ACCURATE TO SAY IT WAS THE TRIGGER THAT TOUCHED IT OFF • AND 

IT MAKES STILL IDRE SENSE TO SAY THAT THE ARSON A.ND THE !DOTING ARE SYMPI'OM3 OF 

A DISEASE WHICH IS PLAGUING AMERICA ••• THE DISEASE OF INEQUALITY AND :OOSTILITY 

BETWEEN THE RACES. 

E. JUST AS AMERICA COULD NOT LIVE HALF SLAVE A.N1> HAIF FREE ••• :-.r SO AMERICA 
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CANNOT LIVE WITH BLACKS HATING WHITES AND WHD'ES HATING BLACKS. THERE IS GREAT 

~( ~ 

NBDtf'OR AN ERA OF RECONBILIATIO- AND AN ERA OF RECONSTRUCTION, NOT ONLY IN 

r- .......... 
TER~ OF~· REBUILDIID OUR CITIES BUT IN TERMS OF REBUILDING PEOPIE. , 

......-- ~ 
SHUTTING THE 1XX>R ON THE RICE ProBlEM. IT ~SIMPLY WON'T WCJRKII THE 

• 

ffiOBIIM WON'T GO AWAY. THE SUBURBS ARE LARGE!l' BEDROOM COMMUNITIES. KBT 

AMERICANS EARN '!HEIR LIVING IN THE CITIES. IF THE CITIES DIE, ALL AMERICANS 

r FE 
WILL BE AJ'FECTED. J~ TO MAKE THE CITIES HEALTHY, WE HAVE TO HEAL THE 
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REAL SICKNESS CF THE CITIES ••• THE SICKNESS OF IEFRIVATION BROUGHT ON BY THE ---
NE!ILECT OF A CI!liT!JIC!.fs GAP OF GENERATIOIIS •• ,I i I ME NEED FOR BETTER 

~ ~ 
SCHOOLINl, M P 'l.R.AINING, JOBS ... AND HOl.EING FOR THE PEOPLE OF THE CENTRAL 

CimS ••• MUST BE BRI'OOED ~ RAPIDLY ~ POSSmiE. 

VI. HeM 1D WE • HEAL THE SICKNESS CF '!HE CITIES ••• BY POURING MORE GmVERN:tw.m:NT 

BILLIONS INTO &TCH PROBRAMS ~ URBAN RErmlAL, WHICH DISPLACES MANY Yt MORE PEOPLE 

THAN IT HOUSES? 

A. THE OLllfM' PROOIW5 HAVE NOT IDRKED, YET THE FEDE~ PLANNERS WOULD POUR 
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-:flit 5 !J!(__I/I-Jft_tXP_ _ C2F I~ -::-;1 IJ.S/p; L L 1r U~ 1/ IJ i?"nfJ Nf e: 
MORE BilLIONS INTO ~ _IS 'II U:w Ju nHIII!: FIT BlllliH. THE - POTION_... 

tU /l1f'l)tet N& 
WOULD BE THE SAME, ~D f Jl.ET ISN'T WORKING. 

r:--
B. I BELIEVE ~THE O~LY WAY THE PROBIE.MS OF THE CITIES WILL BE SOLVED ••• AND , 

THE SICKNJ!SS:Ji OF THE CITIES HEAIED ••• IS FOR GOVERNNENT TO EMPLOY THE KI~ OF 

CREATIVITY FOUND IN BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY ••• TO EMPLOY THIS CREATIVITY BY HAR.fo4ESSI:OO 

IT FOR !HE PUBLIC aoon ••• !6 Jli6VIIE THE DEPRIVED WITH DECENT JOBS AND HOUSING. 

C. THA1' CAN 1E OONE BY OFFERING INWSTRY TAX INCENTIVES TO BECOME AN ON*THE*JOB 

TRAINER FOR THE HARD*CORE UNFMPLOYED AND THE UNIEREMPLOIED, A BUILlER OF NEW PLANT 
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AND WV'*COOT HOUSING IN THE CENTRAL CITIES AND IN RURAL POVERTY AREAS, AN 

EMPLOYER WHO OFFERS HOPE FCR LIVES OF DIGNITY A.ND DECENCY TO HUMAN BEINGS NCM 

OR BELCW IT. 

ON THE BORlERLINE/ AS THE KERNER COMMISSION HAS roiNTED OUT, THIS IS NOT EASY • 

BIT I THmNK IT IS '!HE ONLY WAY. !'1IXlXXnX THE KEY THAT WILL :IIBXBXX UNIDCK 

THE !XJOR TO DIGNITY FOR OUR DEffilVED CITlZEm IS A GOOD JOB. A MAN MUST HAYE 

SELF~~RESPECT 'ID HAVE THE RESPECT OF OTHERS. 

1>. THE PRESENT ADMDISTRATION SHO.VS NO INCLINATION TO MAKE THE FULLEST POSSIBlE 

USE OF BUSINE $ CREATIVITY AS mE BEST IDPE OF SOLVING URBAN PROBIE m. 
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N6R IS THE !!MINISTRATION MAKOO BEST USE OF THE FEJERAL BILLIONS IT NCW IS 

SPENDING. FOR INSTANCE, A CITlZENS 1 BOARD OF I~UIRY INTO HUNGER AND MlmiDTRITION 

IN THE UNITED STA'IES HAS FOUND THAT FOOD PROGRAMS ALMINISTERED BY THE AGRICULTURE 

1EPARTMENT REACH ONLY 18 PER CENT fJI.'fXlOt OF THE POOR AND THAT MILNUTRITION HAS 

RISEN SHARPLY OVER THE PAST DECADE. VICE*PRESIDENT HUMPHREY BEATS THE BUSHES FOR 

t.FR(I(OO~~/ 
SUMMERTD-E 'COOL IT• JOB MONEY~ BUT MOST OF THE INCREASE IN SUMMER JO ffi THIS YEAR 

Nl>T' 
WILL 8'" C<ME,(FROM GOVERNMENT EFFCRTS BUT FROM THE PRIBTE SECTOR ••• FROM THE 

NATIONAL ALLIANCE OF BUSINEffiMEN. 

, 
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VII. GOVERNMENT IDESN 1T REAlLY PRODUCE ANY'fliiNG BUT SERVICES ••• AND IT CAN'T GIVE 

7{W PeDPLI:- 11f-E)'\ 
f liiJ ANYTHING IT IDESN 1T TAKE FIDM ~ IN THE FIRST PLACE. 

VIII. THERE ARE TD1ES WHEN OOVERNMENT TAKES TOO MUCH FROM THE PRIVATE CITIZEN, 

FIDM THE PRIVATE SECTOR OF 'IRE ECONOMY. WHEN THIS HAPPENS, GOVERNMENT •• .... 

JOO~TIUNG AND ANTI·lf-Pffi'ERTY PROGRAMS AREN'T MUCH HELP BECAUSE THERE IS NO JOB 

WAITING AT THE END OF THE TRAINING PERIOD. THE BEST ANSWER TO POVERTY IS A 

GOOI)If-PAYING JOB, AND THE BEST WAY TO CREATE JOBS IS TO ENCOUlMGE' 7 I SOUND 

GR<MTH IN THE ECONOMI. WE HAVE OOUND GR<MTH WHEN WE DON 1 T TAKE CHEAP OOLLARS 
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IN'D PAY OURSELVES MORE THAN OUR PROOOCTION IS WORTH, AND WE HAVE SOTJNI $ [ *' 

GOVERNMENT WHEN GOVERNMENT SERVES THE PEOPLE ••• AND NOT THE OTHER WAY AIDUNU:I. 

IS. IT 1S Cii'TEN SAID '!HAT PEOPLE GET T~ KIND OF GOVERNMENT THEY DESERVE. , 

11trS 
..., IS TO SAY THAT IF YOU WANT~ GOOD GOVERNMENT, YOU HAVE TO ro SC!-1ETHING 

ABWT IT. YOU HAVE TO. BECOME INIDLVED. AMERICANS LOVE TO GRIPE. YOU IDN'T 

HAVE TO JOIN THE ARMY TO FIND THAT OUT ••• JUST GET YOURSELF ELli:CTED TO CONGRE ffi. 

SERIOUSLY, IT 1S A LOT BETTER TO GET INVOIVED AND TO TRY TO ·ro Sm£THI:OO ABOUT 

WHAT GRIPES YOU THAN TO JUST SIT BACK AND CCMPLAIN. 
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~ 
I. PRO FE $IONAL PEOPLE, PARTIC!TLARLY PHYSICIANS, ~ARE HIGHLY REGARIED BY 

,___ r-
THOS~ OUTSIDE THEIR PROFESSION. THIS MEANS THEY A~ IN A POSITION TO TAKE 

A POSITIVE APPROACH TO POLITICS ••• AND TO MAKE A TRHNLOUS OONTRIBUTION TO OOOD 

GOIBRNMENT. THEY CAN HAVE A HAND IN SiAPING LEGISIA TION. THEY CAN ·oo THIS BY 

.---.. 
PARTICIPATING DIRECTLY IN THE lEGISLATIVE_., PROCESS. A IDCTOR MIGHT RUN FOR 

RJBLIC OFFICE HD6ELF OR PERSUAIE OTHER CAPABLE MEN At-4D WOMEN TO :00 SO. HE CAN 

COMHUNICATE WITH OTHERS ON ISSUES AND CANDIDATES At4D OONTRIBUfE TO THE PARTY OF 

HIS CHOICE. HE CAN BECOME A FORCE FOR GOOD GGWERNMENT AND A. SOUND SOCIETY. 
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CONSTITUTION, IS A K>ST PRECIOUS GIFT. YOU ANI> I MUST DO EVERYTHING WITHIN OUR 

((J~ 
PGlER TO ffiESERVE IT.l(WBEN THE MEN WHO WROTE THE CONSTITUTION OOMPIETED THEJR 

, 

TASK, THEY GATHERED UP THEIR NOTES AND DEPARTED FOOM CONVENTION HALL. AS HE LEFT, 

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN WAS S'IOPPED BY A BYSTANDER.•"WHICH HAVE YOU GIVEN US, 11 THE MAN 

ASKED, "A IDNARCHY OR A REPUBLIC?• fA REPUBLIC," FRANKLIN ANSWERED, "IF YOU CAN 

KEEP IT." 
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IRIS IS A \.-TO PRESERVE A.Ntll NURTURE OUR REPUBLICAN FORM OF GOV•T. 
Im. '*W1( A RESPONSIBILITY WE ALL BEAR AND SiiiRl5f '!HAT IS !HE HIGH -

RJIFCBE TO WHICH 1N'E MUST CONSTI.NTLY REIEDICATE OURSELVES, SO THAT OUR GREAT 
(f~:~-0 

FORM OF GOVERNMENT MAY CONTINUE TO LIVE. ~ IT IS MY JEEP CO.NYICTION THAT 

YOU--ALL OF YOU--WILL MEASURE UP TO THAT RESPOtBIBILITY ••• THAT ALL OF YOU WIU. 

nL"'i.E TO STAND UP AND BE CaJNTED FOR AMERICA. 

111111##11 
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We have come to a turning point in terms of the civil disorders that are 

tearing America apart. We must heal our divisions and make our country whole. 

We have come to a crossroads in race relations in America. It is a time 

when every American should turn to and ponder those most important words in the 

Declaration of Independence which read: '~e hold these truths to be self-evident, 

that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 

inalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness." 

We know that no man is quite like another--that each is born with special 

characteristics and varying amounts of native intelligence and into different 

economic circumstances. The authors of the Declaration of Independence were speak-

ing of inherent equality. They were talking about human dignity. They were 

talking about equality before the law, and the respect of one human being for 

another. 

No citizen of this Nation should feel compelled to go about with a sign 

around his neck, proclaiming "I am a man." 

This, basically, is what the civil disorders we have been experiencing are 

all about. Every man has to feel he counts for something or he may lash out at 

others. No man will ever be safe in a society which breeds hostility and hatred. 

It can be said that the assassination of Martin Luther King was used as 

an excuse for the arson and looting that followed. It would be more accurate to 

say it was the trigger that touched it off. It makes still more sense to say that 

the arson and the looting are symptoms of a disease which is plaguing America--the 

disease of inequality and hostility between the races. 

Just as America could not live half slave and half free, so America cannot 

live with blacks hating whites and whites hating blacks. 

There is a great need now for an era of reconciliation and an era of 

reconstruction in America, not only in terms of rebuilding our cities but in terms 

of rebuilding people. 

Whites cannot just flee to the suburbs and think they are shutting the door 

(more) 

' 
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on the race problem. It simply won't work. The problem won't go away. 

The suburbs are largely bedroom communities. Most Americans earn their 

living in the cities. If the cities die, all Americans will be affected. 

To make the cities healthy, we must heal their real sickness--the sickness 

of deprivation brought on by a century of neglect. The gap of generations--the 

need for better schooling, training, jobs and housing for the people of the central 

cities--must be bridged as rapidly as possible. 

How do we heal the sickness of the cities--by pouring more government 

billions into such programs as urban renewal, which displaces many more people than 

it houses? 

The old programs have not worked, yet the federal planners would dump 

additional billions into the same kind of pot ••• just fill it up a little more. The 

resulting potion would be the same, the medicine that just isn't working. 

I believe the only way the problems of the cities will be solved and the 

sickness of the cities healed is for government to employ the kind of creativity 

found in business and industry ••. to employ this creativity by harnessing it for 

the public good ••• to provide the deprived with decent jobs and housing. 

This can be done by offering industry tax incentives to become an on-the-job 

trainer for the hard-core unemployed and the underemployed, a builder of new plant 

and low-income housing in the central cities, an employer who offers hope for 

lives of dignity and decency to human beings now at the borderline or below it. 

As the Kerner Commission has pointed out, this is not easy. But the 

commission endorsed it, and I think it is the only way. The key that will unlock 

the door to dignity for our deprived citizens is a good job. A man must have 

self-respect to have the respect of others. 

The present Administration shows no inclination to make the fullest possible 

use of business creativity as the best hope of solving urban problems. Nor is the 

Administration making best use of the federal billions it now is spending. 

Government job-training and anti-poverty programs are not much help if 

there is no job waiting at the end of the training period. The best answer to 

poverty is a good-paying job. 

Of course, jobs alone won't end the rioting. We found that out in 

Washington, D. c. Perhaps the violence will stop only when we begin living the 

Declaration of Independence. 

# # # 
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on the race problem. It simply won't work. The problem won't go away. 

The suburbs are largely bedroom communities. Most Americans earn their 

living in the cities. If the cities die, all Americans will be affected. 

To make the cities healthy, we must heal their real sickness--the sickness 

of deprivation brought on by a century of neglect. The gap of generations--the 

need for better schooling, training, jobs and housing for the people of the central 

cities--must be bridged as rapidly as possible. 

How do we heal the sickness of the cities--by pouring more government 

billions into such programs as urban renewal, which displaces many more people than 

it houses? 

The old programs have not worked, yet the federal planners would dump 

additional billions into the same kind of pot ••• just fill it up a little more. The 

resulting potion would be the same, the medicine that just isn't working. 

I believe the only way the problems of the cities will be solved and the 

sickness of the cities healed is for government to employ the kind of creativity 

found in business and industry ••• to employ this creativity by harnessing it for 

the public good •.. to provide the deprived .with decent jobs and housing. 

This can be done by offering industry tax incentives to become an on-the-job 

trainer for the hard-core unemployed and the underemployed, a builder of new plant 

and low-income housing in the central cities, an employer who offers hope for 

lives of dignity and decency to human beings now at the borderline or below it. 

As the Kerner Commission has pointed out, this is not easy. But the 

commission endorsed it, and I think it is the only way. The key that will unlock 

the door to dignity for our deprived citizens is a good job. A man must have 

self-respect to have the respect of others. 

The present Administration shows no inclination to make the fullest possible 

use of business creativity as the best hope of solving urban problems. Nor is the 

Administration making best use of the federal billions it now is spending. 

Government job-training and anti-poverty programs are not much help if 

there is no job waiting at the end of the training period. The best answer to 

poverty is a good-paying job. 

Of course, jobs alone won't end the rioting. We found that out in 

Washington, D. c. Perhaps the violence will stop only when we begin living the 

Declaration of Independence. 
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