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STATa:. • TS ; L. A F- AYS AGO 0 EDUCATIONAL TELr..VISI 
T 0 FOR ·-R P. ~SID~ 1TIAL P ~SS S CRET R~ 

0 AS PIER E S Ll GER1 HO s:Rv~o OTH PRESID~ "TS 
K- : Y A 0 JOH 'SO . THE OTIER AS ILL OYERSJ · 0 AS 
ASS Cl T~D 0 LY ITH PR-SID~ T JOH S • 

SALING~R ADviTT D THAT OTH OF TH~ AD.ll ISTRATIO S 
I • 'HI C ~ HE AD OR KED HAD L'-SS THA CA '0 I 0 VI ETNA 1 

1AD TRIED TO PUT TH ST POSSI LE FACE ON ALL Ot THEIR ACTIO S 
HE. THE fACTS SHO _o OT R IS_J A D OTH H D ISSUED STATE aL. TS 
HI CH L T '-R P OVED I 'C RR'-CT . 

OY-RS CO tE TED TH 0 VI OUS BR-AKoo·: I THE 
PU LIG ' S C Fl E 'CE I T~'- P ESE T d ISTRATION . HE S 10 
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IT AS DUE TO "JUDG E TS THAT TUR ED OUT TO E ~OT AS SUCC SS­
FUL AS IT AS TY UGHT TH._Y OULD t. . " H- LA~ED THE PU LIC ' S 
FEEL I G OF RESC: Tf, . ._ T R~GARD I G VIET A • 0 ' TH FACT THAT " E 

AC EO I TO THE AR ) THE FOURTH LOODIEST I OUR ISTORY . " 
SAl "TH_ Pt.O L SUDDE LY F~.:.LT CHEATED" L-CAUSE " E •.:Rt. 

THt. E C:tO E EKE HER ~ ER GOI G OR HY . " 
I CO GRATULATt: OTH R. SAL I 'GL.R A D ~R . OY~RS FOR 

TH~IR FORTHRIGHTNESS 0 T~AT T EY NO LO GER F£EL THE ~£0 TO 
s- LESS T~AN CA~D I • 

THE SHARP EDGE OF TRUTH CUTS PARTICULARLY DEEP IN 
R. DYERS' AD dSSIO' T~AT THE A nERICA PEOPLE FOU 0 THE SELV S 
~~AVILY EN tL-SHED I VIET'A B-FORE THEY K E 'HERE TH .... Y ER .... 
G I G OR HY . 

YOU HAVE HEARD UCH A OUT THE CREDI ILITY GAP IN 
CO ECTION IT TH~ PRESE IT A I 'ISTRATIO • I ASSURE YOU THE 

• 
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CR~DI ILITY G .. AS OT lrV~ TED Y TH: LOY L OPPOSITIO '. 
IT AROSE ITHI TH PRES~ T AD II ISTRATION DU TO 
AD; I ISTRATION ACTIO SA D STATEA~ TS . 

TH ... , OR 1 "CREDI L~.. 1 " ANS "CAPA LE OF ... 1 G 
a:L I EVED . " IF TH~ STATE ~E · TS ;~AD- Y THE HIGH OFFICIALS Or 

A AD INISTRATIO REPEATEDLY PROV TO E rALS~ OR RO GJ THE 
P OPLE I 'EV ITA L Y LOSE CO 'F I DENCE I r T' E AD IN I STRATI ON . TH Y 
CO. E TO r t. L THAT TRUTH I ' GOVER r~E T IS LACK I NG1 THAT THE 
AD~I ISTRATION IS OT TO oE BELIEVED . 

THE A £RICAN PEOPLE ARE A ~ORAL P:OPLE . THEY .ANT 
T - TOLD H IT IS At HERE ~ GO FRO~ H~RE . THEY ECO .E 
DE-PLY DISTURBED 'HE THE TRUTH IS IDD~N I A THICKET OF 
CO TRADI TIONS A tiSLEADI G STATE ~NTS Y GOVER ~E T SPOKES-

'- ~· .... l . 

~ TH~ START OF THE ADd ISTRATIO 'S CREDIBILITY GAP 



. - -
GO~S AC TO TH- VIET'A AR . 

THE GAP OP NED UP HE L Y '00 JOH SON CA.~PA I G c.D AS 
A P~AC~ CA 'DIDAT~ I ' 1° --ALTHOUGH IT AS 10T THE~ RCADILY 
VIS I LE . NO A BOOK HAS BEEN PU L I SHED •H I CH DOCU. lC: TS THE 

ACT THAT 0 0 LESS THAN FIVE OCCASIONS DURING T E 1 n 

CA PAIGN PR:SIDE T JOH SON I DICATED H~ .OULD N VER SE D LARG 
G. OU~D FORC~S TO VI~TNA • 

FOR INSTANCE, ON AUGUST 2 1 1 64, HE TOLD THE NATIO : 
"SOt -- OTHERS ARE EAGER TO E 'LARGE THE CO FL I CT . THEY CALL 
UPON US TO SUPPLY A~ERICA OYS TO DO TH: JO THAT ASIA OYS 
SHOULD DO . TH~Y ASK US TO TAK- RECKLESS ACTIO 1 ~HICH IGHT 
RISK THE LIVES OF ILLIG S. .E DON ' T ANT OUR A~ERICA OYS 
Tu DOTH~ riGHTI G FOR ASIAN OYS . E or ' T AtT TO G~T 
I VOLVED I A ATIO ITH 700 ILLIO 1 P OPLE A 0 GET TIED 
0 . I A LA AR I AS I A. " 

• 



~SIDE T JOH S ' S 0 THOSE 'ORDS A LITTLE R~ 

THAN T EE YEARS AGO . TODAY E ARE Tl 0 DO I I A LA 0 AR 
1 ASIA . ro T1 ~ o IS a· ~R~ It SIGHT . 

THE ASIC REASO THE A,~RICA' PEOPL~ DISTRUST TH 
PRESENT AD I ISTRATION IS THAT THEY lAVE BEEN HSLED AL OST 
EVERY STEP OF THE AY ON VIETNA • 

H~N T~E EISENHO ER AD I ISTRATION LEFT OFFICE S~VE 
YEARS AGOJ VIETNA 1 HAD A RELATIVELY STABLE AND APPARENTLY 
ESTAuLISHED GOVER .E T. TH~ LATE PRESIDENT JOHN F. K NEDY1 

RITI 'G I 1 60 AS A SE ATOR1 SAID I' HIS OOK"STRATEGY OF 
P-AC~" THAT U.S. 10 TO SOUTH VIETNA~ UNDER t.ISENHO.ER HAD 
PROVED "t:tFt.CTIV~ . " ~E CALLED TH'- RESULTS "A EAR ~IRACLE . " 

IN 1 0 THC:RE ~ERE FE '-R THAN 700 U.S. .H L I TARY 
P~RSO NEL STATION£0 I SOUTH VIETNA 1 SENT T~ERE TO TRAI~ 

.. 
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SOUT~ VIETNA 1 SE FORCES IN TH~ USE OF A ~RICA -APO S A 0 

t. U I P \I~E T. TODAY 10RL. THA 5251 000 U.S. al L I T ARY P '-RSON t.L 

HAV BE .... N CO . I TTED TO A SEt.f I GLY INTER I A Lc. LAND 'AR I 

SOUTH VIETNA ~ --A 0 PRc.SIDE !T JOH SO~' HINTS HE ILL ESE DING 

1 A Y THOUSA OS ORE THA THAT . ~ERE ILL IT ALL END ! 

IS THE AD INISTRATION 0. T LLING IT LIKE IT IS I. 

VIETNA ! IT AS NOT LONG AFTER AD INISTRATION OFFICIALS G V~ 

HIGHLY OPTI tiSTIC ACCOUNTS OF PROGRESS I VIETNAr AND OF 

SC:E I NG THE LIGHT AT THE E '0 OF TilE TUN EL THAT THE VI ETCO 'G 

LAU CH~D THEIR JAN . 30 OFFENSIVE . Sl CE THt. E HAVE HAD THE 

PRES I DE T SAY THAT THe. SOUTH VI c.. TNA -SE GOV-R 1 ~ T A D AR,~Y 

d GHT ELL CO.~E OUT OF THE CURRE T S I TUAT I ON STRONGER THAN 

EFOR • l.EA Tl 1 THE SAIGON GOV ... RNMENT HAS ARRESTED A 'U ER 

OF PR01lil E T SOUTH VIETt 1A lESE POLITICAL FIGURES . IS THIS 

Tt.LLING IT LIKE IT IS ! 

• 



THER~ IS A. LE EVI ~ CE THAT THE P CIFICATIO~ 
PROGRA I SOUTH VI ET~1A VIRTUALLY L I S I RU I S AS A RESULT 
OF THE T~T OFFE SIVE . TH~ 0 LY D ISSION E HAVE HAD OF A 
s-T ACK IS VICE -PRESIDENT HU PHREY ' S STATE~ENT THAT T E 
PACIFICATION PROGRA "DID STOP . " IS THIS TELLI G IT LIKE 
IT IS? 

E 1AVE . AD A LO G S .. RIES OF ADa I ISTR TIO STATE nE TS 
IICH REPEAT DLY HAVE RAIS 0 FALSE HOPES FOR A E 0 TO THE 

VIET A AR . 
THE A ~ER I CA P OPLE FEEL CO I FUSED AND LET D . ' • 
IS TH~ A; I ISTRATIO TELLI G IT LIKE IT IS T ~O~E r 
THE PRESIDENT TALKS I HIS 1 ~a ~CO 0 IC REPORT A. OUT 

o NTHS OF "U I TERRU T D PROSPERITY . " 
HE ~AKES NO REF~RE 'CE TO THE FACT THAT THE HIGH LEVEL 

OF CO 0. I C ACT I VI TY FE .... OS HEAV I L Y ON THE VI c. TNA ~ R • 

• 
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HE ,,AKES NO NTI 0 OF A LA OR DEPARTt~NT REPORT 

FLATLY STAT I 1G THAT I NFLAT I ON HAS ROBBED THE At 1c-R I CAN . ORKER 
OF EVERY SO-CALLED AGE GA I . HL. ~ADE OUR I NG THE PAST TV10 
YEARS . 

HE OVERLOOKS TH~ FACT THAT THE DOLLAR THAT lAS 'ORT~ 

A DOLLAR IN 1960 NOJ IS ~aRTH ONLY 87~ CE TS . 
HE . AKES o NOTE or TH cosT-PRICE s-uEEZE THAT so 

GRIPS T E FAR .ER THAT PARITY--THE RELATIONSHIP ~T~~EN ~AT 

T~E FAR.~ R GETS rOR HIS PR DUCT AND .'~AT IT COSTS H11 FOR 
SUP LIES--HAS F ALLt. TO 73 1 THt. LO :-sT P I T S I 'Cc. THE 
DEPR~SSIO' YEAR OF 1 33 . 

HE IG ORES THE FACT TH T 1 7 AS A A -R YEAR FOR 
STRIKES . 

L~TI S T~LL IT LIK: IT IS . 
THE HOUSE IF~ ·auLD SAY THAT THE COST OF LIVI G HAS 

.. 



GONE UP N ARLY 15 P~R c~rT I TH~ LAST SEVEN Y~ARS . IT COSTS 
HER 11 .43 TO UY HAT 10 ~ ULD. UY IN 1 ~ • 

THE AMt.R I CAN PEOPLE FINO THa.:. \ASt:LVES PLAGUED \J I TH COST 
I FLATI0 1, PRICE I FLATION1 . ASSIVE FEOE. AL D~FICITS PILED 
Oa 1r. 0 TOP OF A ' THER , SO - OF THC: HI GH..:.ST INTEREST RATES I 

A HU '0 ED YEARS , A DA JGEROUSL Y LO\' GOLD SUPPLY , A 0 REPEATED 
ATTAC S 0' THE DOLLAR . 

0 FICIT SP~NDING --TH~ SPE ~ I G OF ORR ·ED 0 1 ~Y --HAS 

D '-0 70 oiLLIO TO THE ATIO AL DE T Sl 1CE 1960J THE LAST 
YEAR THE FtDERAL BUDGET AS ALANCED . 

THE RR~SENT AD II ~I STRATI ON IS RESPO SIBL: FOR 60 
ILLION OF THOSE ACCU~ULATED DEFICITS A~D CURR~ TLY OFFERS 

US THE PROSPECT OF 20 BILLIO' DEFICITS "BACK TO CK" UNLESS 
E RA Is: I C-. ::- TAXES . 

THE ECO Q, al STS ARt: LAR"EL Y AGR::::o THAT THE ECO '0 nY 

.. 
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'ILL TUR SOFT I TH SECO D ALF Or 1 A •o T~AT A SIZABL~ 
I CREASE I I NCO.~ TAX S AT THAT Tl ~ IGHT r DA IGEROUS . 

~A HILE SOCIAL S~CURITY TAXES HAVE EEN RAIS~D A '0 
STAT~ A 0 LOCAL TAXES AR RISING ST:ADILY--S THAT THE 
CO IN~D F~ ~RAL , STATE 1 LOCAL TAX URD IS TH~ GREATEST 
1. OUR H I STORY . 

THE ~c O~Y H S D-T~ IORATED TO TH~ POl T THAT THE 
ST~ADILY RISI G COST OF PRODUCTION--AND lOT EXCESSIVE 0 r NO -­
IS THE PRI ARY PUSH ~HI 0 THE STEADY RISE I THE COST F 

LIVI G. 
TH: INfLATION ·~ 0 ARE XPERIE CIN~ IS A DIRECT 

Rt.SUL T OF AD, d N I STRATI 0 FA I LURE TO COOL OFF THE ;:co 0 ~y w. HE 

IT ECAI E OVERHEATED I 1 19 • 
IT IS ECAUSE T C: 0 I II STR T I 0 FA I LED TO FIGHT 

I 1FLATIO I 1 66 Al D LEFT THAT JO TO THE F DERAL RESERVE 
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OARD THAT E ARE PAYI G RECORD- IGH I. T~R~ST RATES 0 

ALL OF OUR CRED I T A 0 . ~ORTGAGE PURCHAS:S . 
THE AD INISTRATIO tS PROPOSAL TO FIGHT I FLATIO ITH 

A I CO~~ TAX I CR~ASE . AS OT SE T TO TH~ CO GR~ss U TIL 
AUGUST 1 7--AFTC:R I FLATIO CAUSED Y EXCc.SSIVC DE A D ~AD 

G-O TO I FLATI CAUSE Y ~xcESSIVE PRODUCTI C STS . 
IT AS TOO LATE TH~ A 0 IT IS TOO LATE 0 , THE .RONG ~EDI ­

CINt IN POl T OF Tl ' · 
THE HOLE UROt. Ot THE I 'tLATIO PR~SSI G SO EAVILY 

ON THE A~ERICAN PEOPLE --THE DE ~AND -PULL Kl 0 I 1 66 A 0 THE 
COST-PUS Kl D I 1 7 AND 1 --RESTS 0 TH~ ADd 'ISTRATIO 

D ITS FAILURE TO TAKE Tl • LY ACTIO TO HALT TH.:. PRICE - 'AGE 
SPIRAL AT ITS I C~PTIO ' · 

THE URDE.' ALSO R~STS ON THE AD. I I STRATI 0 FOR 
tOLLO I G A GU S AND UTTER POLICY I TL ~ OF 'AR • 

... 
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PRESI ENT JOH SO EC TLY CITED HIS ACCO PLISH ,E TS 

I SOCIAL ELFAR FIELDS . t 1 ASUR~D THOS- ACC . PLISH .~NTS 
NOT I TER ~S F CO CRETE RE:SUL TS UT I l TER,vlS F THE ILL I 0 S 
OF F~D RAL OLLARS THR AT PRO LE 1S .HIGH CO Tl U TO 
CO FOU ' FtDtRAL PLA , ERS . 

HE PROUDLY STAT~S THAT · IL~ THE AD tl ISTRATIO' SPE T 
LY 1 BILLIO FOR H ALTH 1 EDUCATIO A 0 ELFARE I 

THIS AS RAISED TO 2~ ILLION l1 1 4 A 10 UnPED TO 
ILLIO THIS YEAR . 

1E NOTES THAT FEDER L PROGRA~S FOR THE POOR TOTALL~D 
0 LY v ILLIO I 1 o, CLI 0 TO ~12 ILLIO IN 1 64 A~D 
0 ~ TOTAL - ILLIOr. . 

HE POl ITS IT~ PRIDt. TO THE FACT THAT ADd ISTRATIO 
SPt. I G Or ;n;3 ILL I 0 0 GOV R 1 • ._NT TRAIN I G PROGRA ns I 1 0 
ROSE TO ILL I 0 I ' 1 0 0 HAS CL I iBED TO 12 ILL I 0 • 
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1 A JUST AS EA~ER AS PR~SIDE 'T JOH S TO LIC TH 
A·~c I c. T C: E I ES OF THE PEOPLE--POVE:RTY , IIU GER A D I G ORANGE . 

UT HAS .~ASS I VE FEDERAL SF END I G RESTRUCTURED A~ tC:R I C N 
SOCI~T ! pAT ARE TH: R:SULTS ? ~~RE ARE THE ~N~FITS ? 

I .OULD LIKE TO E A LE TO SAY THAT ALL OF T~ S~ 
FED~RAL ILLIO SHAVE RE 1ADE OUR CITIES . 

· UT IF 'E TELL IT LIKE IT IS ~~=- FIN T IAT 76 AJOR 
• lOTS HAVE S -PT TH~ ATIO 1 SINCE 1 5, KILLING OR~ THA 
100 PERSO S A 'D OUNDI G 1EARLY 21500 . THESE CIVIL EXPLOSIO S 
PRODUCED 71 5 CAS:S OF ARSO , 2 , 3° ARRESTS1 51434 
CO VICTIONS , 210 ILLIO I PROP RTY DA~AGE , A 0 504 ILLIO 
I ESTI ATED £CONO IC L ss:s. 

THIS COUNTRY HAS EXPERIENCED VIOLE 'CE D LA LESS ESS 
0 A SC L~ U~PR~CEDE TED I ISTORY . THE , IDESPR~AD DISREGA D 
FOR LA Aa ORDER E HAVE ITNESSED I THE LAST SEV~RAL YEARS 

• 
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IS TA TA OU T TO A VIRTUAL REAKDO Ot TiE ULE OF LA • 

0 T ERE IS A ESCALATI G A ~S RACE ON OTH SIDES 
AS POL I E PR .... PA E FOR E OUTBRE KS OF R I OT I G I I T Y.::. SU JER 
OF 1 ~8 A. EGRO ILITA TS PLA 1 GUERRILLA TERR RIST TACTICS . 

TH~RE IS 0 EXCUS FOR THE CO DITIO S HIGH R~ED 

RIOTS , UT ~ITH R IS THERE ANY ~XCUSE FOR RIOTS OR THE 
CRI I AL ACTIVITY ASSOCIATt.O IT.1 THE . 

' HAT PROGRESS HAVE .E rnA DE I THE ' AR AGAINST CR I ~E 
SINCE 1 '! I THE LAST SEV_' YEARS THE ATIONAL CRJ,,- RATE 
HAS JU. ED 8 PER CE T ~HIL~ THE RESIDENT POPULATIO _ OF THIS 
COU TRY HAS GO - UP 11 P.-R CE T. TH I 'K OF IT! TH- CR I 1E 
RATE HAS INCREAS 0 ~IGHT Tl ~ES AS FAST AS THE POPULATIO' . 

LAST YEAR PRESIO- T JOH .SO SEJT CO GRESS A LA 
- 1FORCE AE T ASSIST CE ILL · UT 0 I 0 NOTH I •G TO PUSH A HOUSE -
APPROVED LA ENFORC~~.tNT AID ILL THROUGH THE SENATE . HE 

• 
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VETOED A ISTRICT Or COLU 1 lA A ~TI -CRI 1 ILL AD OPPOSED A 
OUSE R~PU LICA A TI -RIOT ILL LAST YE • THIS Y~A ~ ~ S 

SIGNED A D.C. A TI -CRI · ILL AND HAS s~ T CO 1GRESS HIS 
A TI -RIOT ILL . 
~ IF ~ T£LL IT Ll ~ IT IS I~ ~ERIC I~ THIS YEAR 

19 ~c. Sc.t. JY RO Lt: 1S--PRO LE ~S THAT THREATE .. TO TEA US 
APART AS A P~OPLE , PRO LE~S THAT DE £A US I TH EYES OF THE 
' 'ORLD , PRO LE ~S THAT THREATE US "I TH COLLAPSE AS A NAT I • 

THIS IS A Tl ~ OF v ISIS . THAT IS 'HY ·~ NEED RE 
THA EVER EFORE TO T~LL IT LIKE IT IS--TO FACE U TO THE 
FACT THAT THE PATH E HAV FOLL "~0 I THE LAST FE YEARS HAS 
PRODUC ... D THL.. THR:-AT OF A 'AR B~..TrEE' T~E RACt.S AT H EJ 
STALc.AATE I' VIETNA , HU ILIATIO .T THE A OS OF ORT KOR7 J 

TH~ DISTRUST OF TH- ISRA LIS A 0 THE ARA S DUE TO OUR 0 -
POLICY I THE IDDLE EAST) A SU DE I G F THE 0 1CE -STRO G TIES 

.. 
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T . T OU AT TOGC:TH R1 OA, GER T .AT TH ... SOVIET U ·10' .'ILL 

UPS~T T1 ALA c~ OF PO R THROUGHOUT THE • RLD D S RPASS 

US I UCLEAR CAPA ILITY1 A ~EA'ENI G OF THE DOLLAR OTH AT 

HO~~E A D A ROAD . 

THE T l.v1ES DE lAND R ALI S .1 J AND THE A ER I CAN PEOPLE · A T 

THE TRUTH . HEN THEY GET TH~ TRUTH , THEY ARE AL. 'AYS E UAL 

TO THE CH LL: GE . I F;:EL SURE Tf II S I LL E NO LESS TRUE I 

TH I s I I k. jE T OF TR I AL • 

THA :' YOU . 

-~ D-

.. 



A Speech Jjy iep. Gerald R. Ford, R-Mich.1 Republican Leader ot the u.s·. House , ot 
Representayi~e~A at a dinner meeting of the Michigan Internationa1 Key Club, 
Saturd~ ewanihgl March 161 1968, at the Pantlind Hotel, Grand ~ids, Mich. 

For Release on D::tlivary 

One ot the most attractive attributes in our young people today is their 

uncompromising oosire for the truth • . 

Despite all the attention focused on the hippies and the other alienated 

ones, we know that most of our young people are searching for what I call the 

eternal veri ties. They are looking for answers--and they ere especially impatient 

with 'fanyone. llha.~fudges the facts end glosses over the problems. 

I like this. This is good. The only' way to solve a problem is to look at 

it honestly and tell it like 1 t is. 

Sine~ became a;;ublican I.eader of tm House of Representatives I have 

traveled all over the country, speaking to ·..various groups. Everywhere I go, whether the 

audience is student or adult, I find the sana atmosphere-a eonsuming thirst for the 

facts, a feeling that Jnerica is gripped by crisis and a hunger to be a part of the 

solution~~ that crisis. 

Americans don't want their government leaders to put on rosa-colored glasses 

and tell them they never had it so good. Tmy want them to tali it like it is0 

I find this espec!ally interesting because of comments made a few d_,s ago on 

educational tale vision by two former Presidential press secretaries. 



One of the most attractive attributes in our young people tod~ is their 

uncompromising desire for the truth. 

Despite all the attention focused on the hippies and the other alienated 

ones, we know that most of our young people are searching for what I call the 

eternal veri ties. They are looking for answers--and they are especially impatient 

with '!anyone• "lhn: fudges the facts end glosses over the problems. 

I like this. This is good. The only w~ to solve a problem is to look at 

it honestly and tell it like it is. 

Since I became Republican Leader of tha House of Representatives I have 

traveled all over the country, speaking to·warious groups. Everywhere I go, whether the 

audience is student or adult, I find the same atmosphere--a oonsuming thirst for the 

facts, a feeling that America is gripped by crisis and a hunger to be a part of the 

solution\..to that crisis. 

Americans don't want thetr government leaders to put on rose-colored glasses 

and tell them they never had it eo good. They want them to tell it like it is. 

I find this especially interesting because or coJI'IIOOnts made a few d~s ago on 

educational television by two former Presidential press secretaries. 



One was Pierre Salinger, who served both Presidents Kennedy and Johnson~ The 

other was Bill Moyers, who was as~'ociated only with President Johnson. 

Salinger admitted that both of the adminis~rations in which he had worked had 

been less than candid on Vietnam, had tried to put the best possible face on all 

of their actions when the facts showed otherwise, and both had issued statements 

which later proved incorrect. 

Moyers commented on the obvious breakdown in the public's confidence in the 

present Administration. He said it was due to "judgments that turned out to be 

not as successful as it was thought they would be." He blamed the public's 

feeling of resentment regarding Vietnam on the fact that "we backed into the 't~ar, 

the fourth bloodiest in our history." He said "the people suddenly felt ~heated" 

because ''We were there before we knew where we were going or why." 

l congratulate both Mr. Salinger and Mr. Moyers for their £orthrightne$s now . .... , . 

that they no longer feel the need to be less than candid. 

The sharp edge of truth cuts particularly deep in Mr. Moyers' admiss~on that 

the American people found themselves heavily enmeshed in Vietnam before they knew 

l-7here they were going or why. 

You have heard much about the Credibility Gap ,in connection with the p~~sent 

Administration. I assure you the Credibility Gap was not invented by the Loyal 

Opposition. It arose within the present Administration due to Administration 

actions and statements. 

The word, "credible," means "capable of being believed." If the statements 

made by the high officials of an Administr~tion repeatedl~ p~ove to be false or 

wrong, the people inevitably lose confidence in the Administ~ation. They come to 

feel that truth in gove;r:~ment is lacking, that the Administration ts not to be.. 

believed. 

The American people are a moral people. They want to be told how it is and 

where we go from here. They become deeply disturbed when the t 'ruth is hidden 

in a thicket of contradictions and misleading statemeri~s by Gover~ent spQ.kes~e~. 

The. start of the Administration's Credibility Gap goes back to the Vietnam 

War. 
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The gap opened up when Lyndon Johnson campaigned as a peace candidate in 1964-­

although it was not then readily visible. Now a book has been published which 

documents the fact that on no less than five occasions during the 1964 campaign 

President Johnson indicated he would never send large ground forces to Vietnam. 

For instance, on August 29, 1964, he told the Nation: "Some others are 

eager to enlarge the conflict. They call upon us to supply American boys to do 

the job that Asian boys should do. They ask us to take reckless action which 

might risk the lives of millions. We don 1 t want our American boys to do the 

fighting for Asian boys. We don 1 t want to get involved in a nation with 700 million 

people and get tied down in a land war in Asia." 

President Johnson spoke those words a little more than three years ago. 

Today we ~ tied down in a land war in Asia. And the end is nowhere in sight. 

The basic reason the American people distrust the present Administration is 

that they have been misled almost every step of the way on Vietnam. 

When the Eisenhower Administration left office seven years ago, Vietnam had 

a relatively stable and apparently established government. The late President 

John F. Kennedy, writing in 1960 as a senator, said in his book "Strategy Of Peace" 

that u.s. aid to South Vietnam under Eisenhower had proved 11effective." He called 

the results "a near miracle .• 11 

In 1960 there were fewer than 700 u.s. military personnel stationed in South 

Vietnam, sent there to train South Vietnamese forces in the use of American 

weapons and equipment. Today more than 525,000 U.S. military personnel have been 

committed to a seemingly interminable land war in South Vietnam--and President 

Johnson hints he will be sending many thousands more than that. Where will it all 

end? 

Is the Administration now telling it like it is in Vietnam? It was not long 

after Administration officials gave highly optimistic accounts of progress in 

Vietnam and of seeing the light at the end of the tunnel that the Vietcong 

launched their Jan. 30 offensive. Since then we have had the President say that 

the South Vietnamese government and Army might well come out of the current 

situation stronger than before. Meantime the Saigon government has arrested a 

number of prominent South Vietnamese political figures. Is this telling it like 

it is? 

There is ample evidence that the pacification program in South Vietnam 

virtually lies in ruins as a result of the Tet offensive. The only admission 

we have had of a setback is Vice-President Humphrey's statement that the 
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pacification program "did stop." Is this telling it like it is? 

We have had a long series of Administration statements which repeatedly have 

raised false hopes for an end to the Vietnam War. The American people feel con­

fused and let down. 

Is the Administration telling it ~ike it is at home? 

The President talks in his 1968 Economic Report about 83 months of "uninter• 

rupted prosperity." 

He makes no reference to the fact that the high level of economic activity 

feeds heavily on the Vietnam War. 

He makes no mention of a Labor Department report flatly stating that inflation 

has robbed the American worker of every so-called wage gain he made during the 

past two years. 

He overlooks the fact that the dollar that was worth a dollar in 1960 now is 

worth only 87~ cents. 

He makes no note of the cost-price squeeze that so grips the farmer that 

parity--the relationship between what the farmer gets for his product and what 

it costs him for supplies--has fallen to 73, the lowest point since the depression 

year of 1933. 

He ignores the fact that 1967 was a banner year for strikes. 

Let's tell it like it is. 

The housewife would say that the cost of living has gone up nearly 15 per cent 

in the last seven years. It costs her' $11.43 to buy what $10 would buy in 1960. 

The American people find themselves plagued with cost inflation, price 

inflation, massive federal deficits piled one on top of another, some of the 

highest interest rates in a hundred years, a dangerously low gold supply, and 

repeated attacks on the dollar. 

Deficit spending--the spending of borrowed money--has added $70 billion to 

the national debt since 1960, the last year the federal budget was balanced. 

The present Administration is responsible for $60 billion of those accumulated 

deficits and currently offers us the prospect of $20 billion deficits "back to 

back" unless we raise income taxes. 

The economists are largely agreed that the economy will turn soft in the 

second half of 1968 and that a sizable increase in income taxes at that time might 

be dangerous. 

Meanwhile Social Security taxes have been raised and State and local taxes 

are rising steadily--so that the combined federal, state and local tax burden 
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.is the greatest in our history. 

The economy has deteriorated to the point that the steadily rising cost of 

production--and not excessive demand--is the primary push behind the steady rise 

in the cost of living. 

The inflation we now are experiencing is a direct result of Administration 

failure to cool off the economy when it became overheated in 1966. 

It is because the Administration failed to fight inflation in 1966 and left 

that job to the Federal Reserve Board that we now are paying record-high interest 

rates on all of our credit and mortgage purchases. 

The Administration's proposal to fight inflation with an income tax increase 

was not sent to the Congress until August 1967--after inflation caused by excessive 

demand had changed to inflation caused by excessive production costs. It \oJa.s too 

late then and it is too late now, the wrong medicine in point of time. 

The whole burden of the inflation pressing so heavily on the American people--

the demand-pull kind in 1966 and the cost-push kind in 1967 and 1968--rests on the 

Administration and its failure to take timely action to halt the price-wage spiral 

at its inception. 

The burden also rests on the Administration for following a guns and butter 

policy in time of war. 

President Johnson recently cited his accomplishments in social welfare 

fields. He measured those accomplishments not in terms of concrete results but in 

terms of the billions of federal dollars thrown at problems which continue to con-

found federal planners. 

He proudly states that while the Administration spent only $19 billion for 

health, education and welfare in 1960~ this was raised to $23 billion in 1964 and 

bumped to $47 billion this year. 

He notes that federal programs for the poor totalled only $9 billion in 1960, 

climbed to $12 billion in 1964 and now total $28 billion. 

He points with pride to the fact that Administration spending of $3 billion on 

government training programs in 1960 rose to $4 billion in 1964 and now has climbed 

to $12 billion. 

I am just as eager as President Johnson to lick the ancient enemies of the 

people--poverty~ hunger and ignorance. But has massive federal spending restructured 

American society? What are the results? Where are the benefits? 

I would like to be able to say that all of these federal billions have remade 

our cities. 

-
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But if we tell it like it is we find that 76 major riots have swept the 

Nation since 1965, kill~ng more than 100 persons and wounding nearly 2,500. 

These civil explosions produced 7,985 cases of arson, 28,939 arrests, 5,434 

convictions, $210 million in property damage, and $504 million in estimated 

economic losses. 

This country has experienced violence and lawlessness on a scale unprece-

dented in history. The widespread disregard for law and order we have witnessed 

in the last several years is tantamount to a virtual breakdown of the rule of law. 

Now there is an escalating arms race on both sides as police prepare for new 

outbreaks of rioting in the summer of 1968 and Negro militants plan guerrilla 

terrorist tactics. 

There is no excuse for the conditions which breed riots, but neither is there 

any excuse for riots or the criminal activity associated with them. 

What progress have we made in the war against crime since 1960? In the last 

seven years the national crime rate has jumped 88 per cent while the resident 

population of this country has gone up 11 per cent. Think of it! The crime rate 

has increased eight times as fast as the population. 

Last year President Johnson sent Congress a law enforcement assistance bill 

but did nothing to push a House-approved law enforcement aid bill through the 

Senate. He vetoed a District of Columbia anti-crime bill and opposed a House 

Republican anti-riot bill last year. This year he has signed a D.C. anti-crime 

bill and has sent Congress his own anti-riot bill. 

If we tell it like it is in America in this year 1968 we see many problems~-

problems that threaten to tear us apart as a people, problems that demean us in 

the eyes of the world, problems that threaten us with collapse as a nation. 

This is a time of crisis. That is why we need more than ever before to tell 

it like it is--to face up to the fact that the path we have followed in the last 

few years has produced the threat of a war between the races at horne, stalemate 

in Vietnam, humi liation at the hands of North Korea, the distrust of the Israelis 

and the Arabs due to our non-policy in the Middle East, a sundering of the once-

strong ties that bount NATO together, danger that the Soviet Union will upset the 

balance of power throughout the world and surpass us in nuclear capability, a 

weakening of the dollar both at home and abroad. 

The times demand realism, and the American people want the truth. When they 

ge t the t ruth, they a r e always equal to the challenge. I feel sure this will be 

no less true in this moment of trial. 




