
The original documents are located in Box D24, folder “Mock Political Convention, 
Bloomsburg State University, Bloomsburg, PA, March 16, 1968” of the Ford Congressional 

Papers: Press Secretary and Speech File at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library. 
 

Copyright Notice 
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. The Council donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  



• 

Digitized from Box D24 of The Ford Congressional Papers: Press Secretary and Speech File at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



-2-

A • HOLE fLOCK Ot E 0 'ES ••• I 1 SHORT, G I VE EVt:.RYBODY 

EV:RYTHING HE JANTS) .. ITH THE DEVIL TAKING THE NATIONAL DEBT . 

L;:T tS LEAVE THAT C.'US OF FISCAL I RRESPONS I I L I TY TO THE OTHER 

~AJOR POLITICAL PARTY--THEY 0 SERV~ IT . 

OF COURSE 1 THEY HAVE EE PURSU I 'G THAT COURSE FOR TH 

LAST SEVEN YEARS AND THEY dAVENI T ACCO"~PL I SHED ~UCH c.XCEPT 

TO RU~ UP PRICESJ RUN UP I TEREST RATESJ RUN UP THE NATIO AL 

DL. T A D THE I Tt.REST ON IT TO ST GGC:R I 'G PROPORT I 0 iS J 1EA L Y 

US OUT OF GOLD AND RUN THE OLLAR INTO THE GROUND . S Ll 
_... 0 

I TN:::SS I 'G S~R I US U 1 U.S. GOL STO S 

S. ST UST I T EYES F I TE -
-
t 

S. TH£Y H V_ ' T S LL ''t. THE 

A I 1ST TIO 'S I Ll --T ~ FICTI OUT ~4 . THS f 

I T~ T S E ITY . T~~y ~ F~ FULLY 

A .ARE OF HO. THE UNITED STAT:S IS BEING L~D OF ITS ~E A 0 

I·TS TR'-ASURE I. THAT TTOrv1LESS PI T 0 : S V I ETNA .. U DE 

.. 
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THE A '.I 11 IION ' S,__ .. ~DED A D ISDIRt:CTc.D POLICit:S . 

'TODAY . I ~NT ~K ~ITH YOU tlJ THE H~ALTH A 0 
.~LFAR~ OF OUR ATIO' . OT IN THE Ll ITED SENSE OF SCHOOL 
LU CHES OR PRE ATAL CARE FOR INDIGENT .AOTH RS . UT THE HEALTH 
AND ELFARE OF ALL THE A.iRICAN PEOPLE--FOR ~VERY ONE OF US 
. HO AS INDIVIDUALS .~AKE UP THE GREAT LIVING CO •.• 'I1UNITY HIGH 
IS THE UNITED STATES OF A 1 RICA . 

HERE AR I E TENDI GJ AND_ HAT DO E 1ANT ? 
tE FACE MA'Y PRO LEMS--PROBLE~S THAT THREATEN TO TEAR 

US APART AS A PEOPLE, PROBLE,5 THAT DE EAN US IN THE EYES OF 
THE ~aRLO> PRO LElltS HAT THREATEt US I TH COLLAPS:: AS A 

AT ION . 
I ELIEV~ HAT A ~RICANS 'ANT TO KNO i AS E EET HERE 

TONIGHT IS T IS : LD .HIGH PARTY IS EST: UIPPED TO RESTORt. 
- -- ' . 

"' 

THIS COUNTRY TO Lc.SSEO PEACE AND HI Clf PARTY CAN BEST PR0.~10TE 

. ' .,., " ... 

• 
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GENUINE p ns :R I TY \ A s UN L y GR ' I 'G JO -PR c I 3 EC ' I 1Y 

1-· ~ R:L T IV PR I c: STAn I L I TY . 

~ 'H I CH PARTY EST U~'DERST A OS THE FORC;:s AT " ORK I N 

A .~RICA .A, 0 TH: JORLD TODAY --TIOS~ FORC~S JHICH PRO ISE A 

s~IGHTER TO~ORRO AND THOSE OTHER FORCES JHICH THREATE OUR 
V~RY EXISTENCE? 

C£1 :HICH PARTY EST RECOGNIZES THE USES OF PO '~R AND HO 

BEST TO :~PLOY IT IN THE INTERESTS Of ORLD PEACE! 
@)·~HIGH PARTY DOES A BETTER JOB OF PRESERVING THE VALU­

OF THE OLLAR SO THAT A r~AN ~~ED NOT LEAD A PRECARIOUS CREDIT­
CARD EX I STENCE UR I NG H I S ORK I NG YEARS A 1 THRO~ H I.~SELF 0~! 

THE ~ 1ERCY Of THE GOV;:RN ~E 'T IN HIS OLD AG ? 
@~~HI CH PARTY DOES A B:TTER JO OF '"ATCH I NG OVER TAX 

DOLLARS AN SE~I ~G TO IT THAT A~ERICANS GET A FAIR RETUR. 
FOR "HAT THEY "I VEST" I THEIR GOVER'J~~ENT ! ' 

• 
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(0 H I CH l ARTY OFFERS THE A ER I CA PEOPLt. TH K I 10 OF 

ORAL LEADERSHIP SO ECESSARY TO TEACH RESPECT FOR LA~. A 'D 
ORDER AND TO PR~SERVE THIS REPU LIC AS A GOVER~ T ORDAINED 
OF LA . S Ar 0 OT tC:REL Y OF iAE.· t! 

BOTH ~AJOR PARTIES ~ANT 'HAT IS BEST FOR A~ERICA . 'E 

SHAR~ ~ANY OF THE SA f 0 JECTIVES . HERE E DIFFER IS NOT 
ON GOALS AND ENDS BUT ON THE ~ANS TO THOSE ENDS . 

THE OTHER PARTY OULD HAVE A,V1ERICA S BELIEVE THAT THE 
REPUoL I CAN PARTY IS THE E E.~Y OF THE PEOPLE . 

-
4 ~- ---. --

- .. - ' -- -- -

THE TRUTH IS E OPPOSE THE OTHER PARTY' S 1fANS TO AN E D 5HE' 
-------------------------------- ~------~ E KNO THOSE MEA S TO 8~ UNSOUND~ ~~M~~) ~ 

THE DE tOCRATIC PARTY NO STANDS BEFORE THE PEOPLE TO 
E JUDGED . THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY HAS HAD SEV:::N YEARS I .H ICH 
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TO D~ \AO STRATE TH: I SDO OF ITS POLICIES 1 THE E. EF I c.::r 'T 
FRUITS OF LEGISLATION HIGH HAS BEEN PUSH~D THROUGH ON 
DEMOCRATIC CONGRESS AFT~R ANOTHER . THE PEOPLE 'ILL DECIDE 

HETHER TO LEAV~ THE NATION I THE OEAOCRATIC PARTY ' S HA 'OS . 
POSTMASTER GENERAL LA RE CE F. 0' BR I~ 1 HO -' 1 LL 

~~ANAGE PRESIDENT JOHNSON' S 1 68 CA~PAIGNJ RECENTLY SAID LYNDON 
JOHNSON 'ILL SEEK REELECTION SOLELY UPON HIS RECORD--THE 
RECORD OF HIS AND THE PREC~DI G DEMOCRATIC AD~INISTRATION . 

TH I S IS ONLY FAIR . THAT IS HO IT S110ULO ._ . 
REPU L I CANS URGE EVERY A.~ER I CAN TO LOO AT THE 

R._CORD--TO LOO:', Ar 0 CO.~PARE • 
. JHAT DOES TH.: RECORD REVEAL? 
TODAY •E AR: AT •AR IN VIETNAf . NOT SEV~N YEARS AGO ! 

~ " ~ - --
- ------ __ ~ __ .. - _,.. •• ·---~ -,~ ~~- ~::.::...._ •• ~ :_- ~-· ~-- ~~-7 ~ 

~ . . --.. - - . . - - - ~ -

.. 
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TO AY T E SOVIET U 10 HAS E ETRAT:D TH ARA ATI S 
ITH CO,~U 1ST AR~S A ~ARLY DESTROYED INFLU vE I. 

THE 10 LE :AST. NT s~VE' YEARS AGO t 
TODAY C ~U ISTS ST- L U SHIPS . OT SEVE Y~ RS A ! 
TODAY I FLATIO' SUS OF OUR ·A- G I s , ' PRIGS 

SUR UP 1 UP . OT S-VE Y~ RS AG ! 

T D Y VI LE T CIVIL IS RD~Rs RAVAGE OUR CITIES . OT 
S.::VE Yc.ARS AG ! 

T AY T .: THUG , Tl~ THI:F , T T1- R PIST 
T~R. 0 IZ~ US 0 CITY STREETS THROUGi UTA .·RICA. '0T SEVE 
YEARS O! 
---- TOO y HAV~ LOST T IE ~PECT E I c I A THR UGHOUT 
TH£ RL • T S~VE Y~ RS AG ! 

.' i SUR~ I T HAS H PE ~ T THE 
L ST S~V= YEA ! 

THE usc: ., r.:. ~I HT s Y ••• TH: c ST OF L 1 v 1 G ~ s 
U 'EA LY 15 P~R C~ T. IT COSTS ~ 11 . 3 T UY H T 

• 



·1 0 OULO BUY I N 1 60 . 
A R~PU LICAN IGHT SAY ••• THE DOLLAR THAT JAS ORTH A 

DOLLAR' lEN PRESIDENT EISENHO ER LEFT THE HIT: iOUSE N] IS 
,ORTH ABOUT 871 CENTS . 

OTH OULD 3E RIGHT , AND THAT READING OF THE 
U CO TRAVERTJ LE RECORD IS DEVASTATING . IT iVlEANS THAT THE -
JOHNSON ADMINISTRATION ' ITH ITS POLICY OF PLAN~EO DEFICITS 
HAS BEEr RO I. G ALL OF US OF PURCHASING PO~ER AND; INDEED~ 

HAS EEN PAUPERIZING OUR SENIOR CITIZENS . TH~ JOH SON 
AD INISTRATION IS PRIMARILY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE INFLATION 

HICH HAS HIT US ALL A 0 HAS STRUCK MOST CRUELLY AT THE AGED 
HO ARE LIVING ON Ll ITED INCO~ES . 

THE JOHNSON AD~~INISTRATION JS Ot~, LABOR DEPARTV1EtT 
R~PORTS THAT INFLATION HAS IPED OUT THE AGE GAINS THE 
COUNTRY ' S PRODUCTION ~ORKERS THOUGHT T~EY ~AD 1tADE DURING TH~ 



LAST T~ 0 YEARS . 
THE JOH SON ADt .IN I STRATI ON H S SO ASIED OUR SUBSTAt C~ 

AND SO HEAVILY ~aRRO lED AGA I ~ 1ST THE FUTURE THAT .E F I D OUR ­
SELVC:S PLAGUED . ITH COST I 'FLATIO 1 PRICE INFLATIO~~ ~~ASSIVC: 

F DERAL DEFICITS, SOME OF THE HIGHEST I~TEREST RATES I A 
CENTURY, AND REPEAT D ATTACKS ON THE DOLLAR . THERE HAS EEN 
A VIRTUAL EXPLOSION OF FEDERAL SPENDING ON TOO ~ANY UNJUSTIFIED 
A 0 ASTEFUL PROGRA~S AND PROJECTS . 

DEMOCRATIC AD INISTRATIONS HAVE ADDED $70 BILLION TO 
THE PUBLI C DEBT SINCE 1 60--THE LAST Y~AR THE FEDERAL UDG-T 

'(# AS ALA CEO . T.~E JOH 'SO AD ,J ISTRATIO ALONE IS RESPO 'SI L::: 

R $~0 ILLION OF THOSE ACCUMULATED DEFICITS A 10 CURRE TLY 
~ 0 F;B§ 4S T ii_ P,ROSP£CT OF $20 8 I LL I ON DEFICITS BACK TO BAC -

L Y JOH 'S A TS T LC , nRE T X::S ~ T E 1 1r.R I C 
AT THC: SA ~E Tl ~~ , ST TE L C L TAX:S R: 

CL I) It G ST~A I L Y s- T 1AT - '~ Y ":> 

• 
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THE CO SIN-D TAX URDEN--FEDERAL1 STATE A '0 LOCAL-- IS THE 

GREATEST IN OUR HISTORY . 

IT IS INCREDI LE THAT LY 100 JOHNSO HAS ALLO ~o 

TH~ ECON_O. Y TO DETERIORATE TO THE 01 ~T .HERE RUNA 1AY INFLATION 
,- -

IS A REAL I TY . IT IS SHOCI' I G TO LEARN THAT -cAUSE OF A LACK 

Of · FAITH IN At~ER I CA' S FISCAL I. 'TEGR I TY FORE I G HOLDERS OF 

U.S. DOLLARS PREFER GOLD AND AS A RESULT HAVE STEADILY 

D~P~Tfjl ~~O~D RES RVc.S . crf~ k!!d- · ~~ 
Af~ THE ANSW'iR o rHE'10liAR o 1 LE; 1. ·~ ELO'oEs L Y om JOH s'"' 

BECAUS.... THE ONLY Ot:F IN IT I Ot OF RESTRAINT HE K 0 ··s IS TO SLAP 

A SPENDING STRAITJAC ET 0 THE A~nERICA ·aRK;:R Y DIGGI. 1'"' 

DEEP~R I TO HIS POC/ETS FOR E TAX DOLLARS . 

T IE A. ~ER I CAN PEOPLE TODAY ARE SADOL:O '. I TH A SPE '0 -

TH 1FT _,~OCRATIC AD al ISTRATIO --THE ILO ST OF ALL Tl,~£ . 
<",... 

:1AT OTHER A ~~~I~ I STRATI N '~ jOUL DEL I ERA TEL Y PLA A ) 
I 
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12 TO $20 ILLIO. D~FICIT FOR THE '~XT FISC L YZAR AT A 

T I ,JE -HE ' TH:: I ,TEREST 0 ~ THE r AT I 0 'AL o;:sT H. S Ri:::ACHED THE 

FA TASTIC SU, Ot NEARLY $1- ILL ION A !NUALLY ? A 4o PER CENT 

ANNUAL I NCR EASE I 'vE TH::: E I SE H" ~ ER AD il N I STRAT! ON LEFT 

OFFICE ! 

J I TH ALL THIS ~ASS IV'- SPE 'D I G1 THE JOHNSON 

AOu IN I STRATI ON HAS FA I LED TO SOLVE TH: . ~AJOR PROBL'- ~S OF 

AMERICA ••• ~GE -RO lNG INFLATI 1 THE COST-PRICE S~E~ZE ON 
TH FARr it.R) THE CANCERS OF HARD-CORE UNE ~PLOY 1E IT A 0 A 

S' I fTL Y R I S I G CR I E RATt:J THE ·.1 DEN I NG GULF C:T\,EEN TH~ 

RAC£SJ THE THREAT OF A Nr:.. Kla 0 OF CIVIL _,ARJ THE DIS FFECTIO 

OF FOR 1~R ALLIESJ NATION- UILDING I SOUTHEAST ASIS 'H RE Tl 

ALANCE OF PO' 'E I S STEAD I L Y SH I FT I NG AG I ST US . 

'HAT IS TH;: FAR~ERJ S POSITION TODAY~ HE NO RECEIVES 
<...-

SIX Pt.R CENT LESS FOR THE FOOD HE PRODUC:S THA 1 HE DID Tr' 

• 
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DECADES AGO . THIS SHOCK I JG F CT REALLY STR I 'ES HO u:. H- ' ' ~ &... 'll-. 

CONSIDER TtAT THE FAR£R IS AYI G 30 P-R CEJT DRE tOR THC 
SUrFLIES HE NEEDS • 

. 'HAT PROGRc.SS HAVE ' E ,AADE I TH~ : AR AGA I 'ST CR I .1E 

SINCt. L60~ ITH A DEAOCRATIC ADrd ISTRATION I 1 POW .... RJ THE 

CRI ~RATE HAS JUAPED 8 PER CENT ~HILE THE RESIDENT 
POPULATION Ot THIS COUNTRY HAS RISEN oY 11 P~R CENT . THI K 
OF IT! THE 1AT I 0 AL CR I viE RATE HAS I CREASED E I G~IT Tl IAES 

AS FAST AS THE POPULATION . 
THROUGH IT ALS, PRESIDE T JOHfSO~ CRO~S ABOUT HIS 

ACCO ~PL ISH "v1ENTS IN SOCIAL k'.:LF AR;: FIELDS . At 0 DO YOU K '0\' 
HO HE MEASURES THOSE ACCO ~PL I SH ~ENTS r 1 OT I TER lAS OF 

CONCRETE RESULTS BUT I 1 TERAS OF ADDITIONAL ILL I 0 'S OF 
FEDERAL OLLARS B.:. I · r- T IRO~ N AT PRO LE~ ~S T.fAT S I JIPL Y 'ILL . ' T 
YIELD TO THC: LYNDO JOdNSON TREAT~ENT • 

• 
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HE BRAGS THAT I ' 1 0 THE AD d I STRATI 0 SPE 'T 

~ 1 9 ILLIO FOR HEALTH} EDUCATIO AND JELFARE) RAISED IT TO 

$23 I LL I 0 I 1 1 64 AND U vlP '-0 IT TO 7 ILL I 0 THIS YEAR . 

HE OASTS THAT FEDERAL PROG A~S FOR THE POOR TOTALLED 

0 'L Y I LL I o~· I ~ 196 ') CL I ED TO $12 I LL I ON I 1 4 AND 

NO TOTAL $28 BILLI ON . 

H'- POINTS "' ITH PR I DE TO THE FACT THAT AD , INISTRATION 

SPEN I G OF 3 ILLIG ON GOVER. tNT TRAINING PROGRA~S I 

1960 ROSE TO $4 ILL I ON I 1964 A. '0 HAVE CL I ED TO 

$12 BILLION. ir 
'1ERE AR: THE R:::SUL TS . .. HERE ARE THE ENEF ITS! 

REPU Ll CA S 'A T T E SA t I APROVE.AE TS) UT , E H .VE BETTER M'D 

LESS COSTLY ·:·AYS TO GET TIIE.i. HO,' RIDICULOUS TO CLAL, GR':.AT/ 

A HI EVa.. · T~ t· THE~A GUAGE OF THE UREAUCRAT I C DOhL~~ S I ~ • 

• 1AV: T ;:: J:~ OC .TS R-STRUCTUR:: ,;:RIC SOC I ET ? 



.. -
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AVE THe C: . ~OCRATS ''ILT A G EAT SOCI~TY! 

SEVE 'TY -SIX iMJOR RIOTS HAV- S EPT TH · N T I ON S I 'liE 

1 ~ ') l' I LL I, G L10R: THA 1 00 PERSOt-'S AND .OUNO I lG t._ARL Y 

2J500 . TH~SE CIVIL EXPLOSIONS PROOUC~O 7~ 5 CASES OF ARSO ~ 

2 J 39 ARRESTS) 5.434 CO VICTIONS, 210 MILLION I tROPERTY 

DA GC:) AND $504 • al LL I ON I N EST laAATED c.CON01 1l C LOSSES • 

THIS COUNTRY HAS EXP~RIENCED VIOL~ CE AND LA LESS ESS 

ON A SCALE UNPRECEDENTED I OUR HI STORY . THE ' I DE SPREAD 

DISREGA 0 FOR LA '0 ORDER 'E HAVE ' fiTNESS D UNDER THE 

JOH SOt-~ A , .I I STRATI 0 IS TANT OUNT TO A ·vIRTUAL L1REA "DO N 

OF TH~ RULe. OF LA' . 

NO sanE 0 S~RVERS ARE E 'VISIONING I 1 A SECOND 

CIVIL AR I 1 OUR BIG CITY SLU,iS . THt.RE IS A~l ESCAL~TI G 

ARiAS RACE ON OTH S I DES AS POL ICC: PREPARE FOR r .... ~ ~ OUT3R 

OF R I OT I 1G I ~ THE SU i ~1ER OF 1 6 Al D , EGRO .• I LIT A TS L 

.. 
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GUERRILLA TERRORIST TACTICS . 

PRES I DE 'T JOH SO ! HAS ;:Er. I OFFICE CONTI 'UOUSL Y 

sINCE I 'OVEi tBER 1963 . AT ALL T lt1ES HE ~AS HAD A co GR~SS 
CONTROLLED ny HIS 0. PARTY . YET HE J ITED UNTIL LAST YEAR 

TO SEND A LA" ~ ENFORCE.ilENT ASS I STAN Ct. ACT TO THE CO GRESS J 0 I 0 

NOTHING TO PUSH A 1 67 HOUSE- APPROVED LA t :'FORCEr~ 'T AID 

BILL THROUGH THE SE iATE) VETOED THE 1 67 DISTRICT OF COLU\JIBIA 
ANT I -CR I 111E 8 I LL) OPPOSED A REPU L I CAN A T I -R I OT I LL LAST 
YEAR) SET CONGR:SS HIS ~~'ANTI -RIOT BILL THIS Y~AR H~N HE 

SUDOE, 1LY REALIZED THAT CR.I.~E AND RIOTS HAVE BECOit~1E A ~AJOR 

ISSU.::J D~SIGNATED AS THE "f,R . 31G" OF FEDERAL A. TI -CRI ~E 

EFFORTS THE ATTORN:::Y GE C:RAL ."' fO SA I 0 THE CR I r~E AT: AS 

GON: UP "ONLY A LITTL;::" IN THIS COUNTRY . 

PICKING ATTOR ~EY GENERAL RAtv1SEY ,CLAR._, AS COORD I NAT OR 

OF ALL fEDERAL CR I 'v1E -FIGHTING AGE 'C I ES IS L I E NA wd NG 

• 



iJR . SPOC\ H~..A OF THE DEF~NS'- D!:PARTN~.. T. 

u~~ ~ .K>f~A 
DER THE JOH 'S t' AD 11 !N I STRATI 0 

ORLD OF HALF-TRUTHS AND CO TRADICTIONS . THE A.LRICA PEOPLE 

CRY OUT FOR TRUTH IN GOVER , .: 'T- -FOR REAL IS ~ FOR CA DOR . 

TilE ANS 'ERSJ HE' THEY DO CO IE 8 C J A E BUTTERED 'ITH F LSE 

OPT I .11 S. . AND RAPPED I ' OLL YA NA PRO; .I s.:s . AT BEST~ SO ~E 

ADatl ISTRATION STAT~ ~E TS HAVE P. CV 0 ISLEAOING . AT ORSTJ 

THEY HAVE COr 1ST I TUTED OUTRIGHT D~CEPT I ON . S , LL ' 0 D~R A 

CREDI ILITY GA StPARATES THE JOH SO AD tiNISTRATIO FRO~ THE 

A v1ER I CAN PEOPLE ! 

THE PEOPLE HAVE EVERY REASO TO t I STRUST THE JOHN SO~ 

AOlilr'ISTRATIOi'J rOR THEY 1AVE BEEN ·1SLED AL OST EVERY STEP 

OF THE 1AY INTO THE SINKHOLE OF !AR THAT IS VI TN • 

• 
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Jd~f THL.. ElSE 'iO ER AD INISTRATIO LEFT OFFICE) sour·~ 

VIETNA •• HAD A RELATIVELY STABLE AD APPARENTLY ESTA LISHEO 

GOVt:RN.~NT . Tl ELATE PRESI E T JOH 1 F. 'H 'ED ~ ·RITI 1G IN 

1 60 AS A s;:NATORJ SAID I HIS OOK "STRATEGY OF PEACE" THAT 

U.S. A I D TO SOUTH VI ETNA~.i UNDe-R E IS ~HO ER HAD PROVED 

".:FFECT I VE . " HE CALLED THE RESULTS "A EAR I I RAGLE . " 

IN 1960 THERE ~ERE FE~ER THA 700 U.S. 'ILITARY PERSON~ 

NEL STAT I ONED I N SOUTH V I ETt A. ) SC:NT THERE TO TRA I SOUTH 

VI ;:TNA ~ESE t RCES I. THE US: OF AnlER I CAN ' ::APO S AND 

EGUIP,,~ T. TO AY ~ORE THA 525) 000 U.S. ILITARY PERSO EL 

HA V t. Be.: CO r il TTED Y L YNDO JOHNSON TO A SEc., I 1GL Y 

I~TER iiNA LE LArD ·AR IN VIETNA. --AND HE HINTS fE .JILL BE 

SEND I G 1M 1Y THOUSA OS :10RE . • HERE !·ILL IT ALL END r 
F.o/l...t/GN 

VI ETNA HAS t.CO \1£ THE T II RD LARGEST)' AR I OUR 

HI STORY . ORE THA 20) 500 A1~ER I CANS HAVE LOST THEIR LIVES 
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IN THIS ITTER CONFLICT . 
Y~T LYfDO JOHSON RAN FOR THE PRESIDENCY AS A PEACE 

CA. DIDATE lr 1 64 . NO LESS THAN FIVE Tl ~s DURING THAT 
CA~PAIG HE I DICATED HE ~OULD NEVER SEND LARG~ GROUND FORCES 
TO vI ETNAf I . 

ON AUGUST 29) 1 6 ) LYNDON JOHNSON TOLD THE NATION: 
"SO. nE OT. ERS ARE EAGER TO E LARGE THE CO FL I CT . THEY CALL 
UPO~ US TO SUP LY AMERICA~ BOYS TO DO THE JOB THAT ASIAN 
BOYS S OULD 0. THEY ASK US TO TAKE RECKLESS ACTIO .HICH 
d GHT RISK THt. LIVES OF d LL IONS . lllEW DO 1T ANT OUR 

A :1ER I CA~ BOYS TO DO THE fIGHTING FOR AS I Ar OYS . JE DO 'T 
'ANT TO GET I t-'VOLVt:D IN A • 'AT I 01 1 "IT. 700 ;, ILL I 0 PEOPLE 
AND GET TIED DOt·' IN A LAND JAR I ASIA . " 

LY DO JOH SON SPO{E TH s: ' ROS A LITTLE ~ORE THA 
T~RE~ YtARS AGO . TODAY E ARE TIED DO~ .. I A LA !0 J R IN 

• 
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AS I • TH '- E JD Is 0 ~JHERE I I sIGHT. 

IT \AS A REPU LIGAN .DiPal ISTRATIO --THE ISE HO'c.R 

AD I I STRATI 0 . - -' HI CH ROUG fT A E 'u TO THC: K Rt.A ' :AR n~ I C I 

THE TRU.. A' d I STRATI ON ,. OUL T Jl r.· A. 'D COULD NOT STOP . - · 
~~ SA I 0 I 1 52 TH T E c ULD Gl:. T A I : I I NT I PEACE I TH 

HO 10 ) E: D I • A I EPU L I CA ' 1'1: I I I STRATI ~ILL 0 

L I 'E I I s: I 1 • 

THE <OREA ''AR S THa:. FIRST R 'E EVER FOUGHT 

THE a:. E,~y' s T~..R~S . THE VI TNA AR IS THE St.CO 1 • TO lAVE 

CO 1TI 1UED THE KOREA' w'AR 'OUL HAV BEE 1AD 'ESS . TO CO~.DUCT 

TH VI ETN •• ·#\R L Y '0 r1 JOH SO 1 STYLE HAS EE UTTERLY TR G I C. 

TH JOH ·so. STYLE OF ESC. LATION HAS 'EVER DISSU D~D 

D CONT l1 UED NAI~r..D A"GRESS I 0 ~ . 

OREA 

• 
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I THOUT CO~ RO I S lt'G OUR 0 ~· I TERESTS ofe T ~OSE OF 

OUR ALt I ES . A E REPU L I CA AD~ il 'I STRATI 0 .-I LL R I G TH - -----------~ 
VI ETNA . ·.~ R TO A 1 HO ORA LE CONCLUS I 0 1• TUE JOH SO --·- - - - --- - ----
AD I I STRATI 0 IS I CAP A LE OF ACCO,APL I SH I G TH I S RESULT, 

ALTHOUGH I ·OULD DEARLY Ll~~ TO SEE IT H PPE RIGHT TO ORR ' . 

A . 1EASURE OF SUCC:::SS I V I ET ~~ I S E ~A OED Y OUR 

ATIOr L I, TER~STS . UT PRESiuC T JOHNSO' HAS FOUGHT THE 

RIGHT AR I TIE ONG AY . HE HAS OVER -CO. 1 I TTED THE 

A ~ER I CAN PEOPLE I VI ETNA. AS :ELL AS AT HO, ~1:: . HE HAS ~IS -

.• · AGED THE 'AR) A D ~- AS il S 'AG:O THE ~0. ES~~C ~CO Ol~y . 

H: H STAKE THIS ATIO DO' 1 A DESTRUCTIVE . 'D 

FAILUR -FILLED PATH TIAT HAS ROUGHT US STALEAATE I' VIC:TNA .. :;, 

HU, 11 Ll AT I 0 AT THE HA ' S F . 0 ,TH : ORr. ') T'~E 01 STRUST IF 

OT n E I SRA .... LI S A '0 TH;: AR J A SUt ER I JG OF THE ONCE- • ~ 

STRO•G TIES THAT BOUN ATO TOGETHER) A GER THAT THE SOVIET 

• 
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UN I or ~ ILL SURPASS US I UCLEAR CAPA I L I TY) A D A SHOCK I !G 

LOSS OF CREDI ILITY A r.G THE .ATIONS OF THE 'ORLO ••• OTH 
CO ;MU~ 1ST AND FRE: . 

LOO"' AT THE Dt.~OCRATIC RECORD AND CO i ARE: IT ~ITH THE 
PR:VIOUS R~PU LICA REC RD . 

THE ~ISE HOfER AD I ISTRATIO PREVE 'TED HALF A DOZ~ I 

THREATS FRO; Dt:VELOP I NG I TO .'ARS. THERE ' AS TRIESTE; THE 

v'IOSSADEGH UPR I S I G I N I RAt~ GUATE MLA) FOR 1 SA J SUE~ 

Li:BA JO ') UE..;10Y A D . EST BERL I • ALL THESE I !TER l .T I 0 1 AL 

CRIS~S RESOLVED ITHOUT AR . 
UNDER THE PRESE T REGI L, AD I liSTRATIO, ITNESSES 

UR .E EXPA OED '-AST -'!EST TRAO:: :1 I LE THE SOV IET U~ I ON 
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Mr. Chairman, Fellow Republicans and Fellow Americans: As we meet here 

tonight in convention, America and, indeed, the world resound with alarms. 

We are met at a time of grave crisis--a crisis not only for the American 

people but for the entire Free World. While our Free World partners see some of 

the pieces of this crisis only as in a glass, darkly, we here in America are con-

fronted with the full stark tragedy of it. 

This will not be a traditional political convention keynote speech. I have 

no intention of promising the American people that the Republican Party if returnee 

to the White House will solve every problem overnight, increase every benefit, 

expand all existing federal programs and start a whole flock of new ones ••• in 

short, give everybody everything he wants, with the devil taking the National 

Debt. Let's leave that onus of fiscal irresponsibility to the other major 

political party--they deserve it. 

Of course, they have been pursuing that course for the last seven years and 

they haven't accomplished much except to run up prices, run up interest rates, 

run up the National Debt and the interest on it to staggering proportions, nearly 

run us out of gold and run the dollar into the ground. Small wonder we now are 

witnessing a serious run on u.s. gold stocks by foreign creditors. No stardust in 

the eyes of international speculators. They haven't swallowed the Administration' ! 

Big Lie--the fiction about 84 months of uninterrupted prosperity. And they are 

fearfully aware of how the United States is being bled of its men and its 

treasure in that bottomless pit known as Vietnam under the Administration's 

misguided and misdirected policies. 

Today I want to discuss with you the health and welfare of our Nation. Not 

in the limited sense of school lunches or prenatal care for indigent mothers. But 

the health and welfare of all the American people--of every one of us who as indi-

viduals make up the great living community which is the United States of America. 

Where are we tending, and what do we want? 

We face many problems--problems that threaten to tear us apart as a people, 

problems that demean us in the eyes of the world, problems that threaten us with 

collapse as a Nation. (more) 



I believe what Americans want to know as we meet here tonight is this: 

Which party is best equipped to restore this country to blessed peace and which 

party can best promote genuine prosperity, a soundly growing, job-producing 

economy with relative price stability. 

Which party oest understands the forces at work in America and the world 

today--those forces which promise a brighter tomorrow and those other forces 

which threaten our very existence? 

Which party best recognizes the uses of power and how best to employ it in 

the interests of world peace? 

Which party does a better job of preserving the value of the dollar so that 

a man need not lead a precarious credit-card existence during his working years 

and throw himself on the mercy of the government in his old age? 

Which party does a better job of watching over tax dollars and seeing to it 

that Americans get a fair return for what they "invest" in their government? 

Which party offers the American people the kind of moral leadership so 

necessary to teach respect for law and order and to preserve this republic as a 

government ordained of laws and not merely of men? 

Both major parties want what is best for America. We share many of the 

same objectives. Where we differ is not on goals and ends but on the means to 

those ends. 

The other party would have Americans believe that the Republican Party is 

the enemy of the people. The truth is we oppose the other party's means to an 

end when we know those means to be unsound. 

The Democratic Party now stands before the people to be judged. The 

Democratic Party has had seven years in which to demonstrate the wisdom of its 

policies, the beneficent fruits of legislation which has been pushed through one 

Democratic Congress after another. The people will decide whether to leave the 

Nation in the Democratic Party's hands. 

Postmaster General Lawrence F. O'Brien, who will manage President Johnson's 

1968 campaign, recently said Lyndon Johnson will seek reelection solely upon his 

record--the record of his and the preceding Democratic administration. This is 

only fair. That is how it should be. 

Republicans urge every American to look at the record--to look, and compare. 

What does the record reveal? 

Today we are at war in Vietnam. Not seven years ago! 

(more) 
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Today the Soviet Union has penetrated the Arab nations with communist arms 

and nearly destroyed American influence in the Middle East. Ndt seven years 

ago! 

Today Communists steal our ships. Not seven years ago! 

Today inflation robs us of our wage gains, and prices surge up and up. Not 

seven years ago! 

Today violent civil disorders ravage our cities. Not seven years ago! 

Today the thug, the thief, the murderer and the rapist terrorize us on city 

streets throughout America. Not seven years ago! 

Today we have lost the respect America had throughout the world. Not seven 

years ago! 

How do we measure what has happened to America in the last seven years? 

The housewife might say ••• the cost of living has gone up nearly 15 per cent. 

It costs me $11.43 to buy what $10 would buy in 1960. 

A Republican might say ••• the dollar that was worth a dollar when President 

Eisenhower left the ~fuite House now is worth about 87~ cents. 

Both would be right, and that reading of theincontravertible record is 

devastating. It means that the Johnson Administration with its policy of planned 

deficits has been robbing all of us of purchasing power and, indeed~ has been 

pauperizing our senior citizens. The Johnson Administration is primarily 

responsible for the inflation which has hit us all and has struck ~ cruelly at 

the aged who are living on limited incomes. 

The Johnson Administration's own Labor Department reports that inflation has 

wiped out the wage gains the country's production workers thought they had made 

during the last two years. 

The Johnson Administration has so wasted our substance and so heavily 

borrowed against the future that we find ourselves plagued with cost inflation, 

price inflation, massive federal deficits, some of the highest interest rates 

in a century, and repeated attacks on the dollar. There has been a virtual 

explosion of federal spending on too many unjustified and wasteful programs and 

projects. 

Democratic administrations have added $70 billion to the public debt since 

1960--the last year the federal budget was balanced. The Johnson Administration 

alone is responsible for $60 billion of those accumulated deficits and currently 

offers us the prospect of $20 billion deficits back to back. Lyndon Johnson 

wants to load more taxes on the American people. At the same time, state and 

(more) 
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local taxes are climbing steadily so that the combined tax burden--federal, 

state and local--is the greatest in our history. 

It is incredible that Lyndon Johnson has allowed the economy to deteriorate 

to the point where runaway inflation is a reality. It is shocking to learn that 

because of a lack of faith in America's fiscal integrity foreign holders of U.S. 

dollars prefer gold and as a result have steadily depleted our Gold reserves. 

The answer to the dollar dilemma eludes Lyndon Johnson because the only 

definition of restraint he knows is to slap a spending straitjacket on the 

American worker by digging deeper into his pockets for more tax dollars. 

The American people today are saddled with a spendthrift Democratic 

administration--the wildest of all time. 

What other administration would deliberately plan a $12 to $20 billion 

deficit for the next fiscal year at a time when the interest on the national 

debt has reached the fantastic sum of nearly $15 billion annually? A 46 per cent 

annual increase since the Eisenhower Administration left office! 

With all this massive spending, the Johnson Administration has failed to 

solve the major problems of America ••• wage-robbing inflation, the cost-price 

squeeze on the farmer, the cancers of hard-core unemployment and a swiftly rising 

crime rate, the widening gulf bet,-7een the races, the threat of a new kind of 

civil war, the disaffection of former allies, nation-building in Southeast Asia 

where the balance of power is steadily shifting against us. 

m1at is the farmer's position today? He now receives six per cent less 

for the food he produces than he did two decades ago. This shocking fact really 

strikes home when we consider that the farmer is paying 30 per cent more for the 

supplies he needs. 

What progress have we made in the war against crime since 1960? With a 

Democratic administration in power, the crime rate has jumped 88 per cent while 

the resident population of this country has risen by 11 per cent. Think of it! 

The national crime rate has increased eight times as fast as the population. 

Through it all, President Johnson crows about his accomplishments in social 

welfare fields. And do you know how he measures those accomplishments? Not in 

terms of concrete results but in terms of additional billions of federal dolla~s 

being thrown at problems that simply will not yield to the Lyndon Johnson 

treatment. 

He brags that in 1960 the Administration spent $19 billion for health, 

education and welfare, raised it to $23 billion in 1964 and bumped it to $47 

billion this year. 

He boasts that Federal programs for the poor totalled only $9 billion in 

(more) 
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1960, climbed to $12 billion in 1964 and now total $28 billion. 

He points with pride to the fact that Administration spending of $3 billion 

on government training programs in 1960 rose to $4 billion in 1964 and now have 

climbed to $12 billion. 

Where are the results? vfuere are ·the benefits? Republicans want the same 

improvements, but we have better and less costly ways to get them. How 

ridiculous to claim great achievements in the language of the bureaucratic 

dollar sign! 

Have the Democrats restructured American society? Have the Democrats built 

a Great Society? 

Seventy-six major riots have swept the Nation since 1965, killing more than 

100 persons and wounding nearly 2,500. These civil explosions produced 7,985 caset 

of arson, 28,939 arrests, 5,434 convictions, $210 million in property damage, 

and $504 million in estimated economic losses. 

This country has experienced violence and lawlessness on a scale unprecedentec 

in our history. The widespread disregard for law and order we have witnessed 

under the Johnson Administration is tantamount to a virtual breakdown of the rule 

of law. 

Now some observers are envisioning in 1968 a second civil war in our big 

city slums. There is an escalating arms race on both sides as police prepare 

for new outbreaks of rioting in the summer of 1968 and Negro militants plan 

guerrilla terrorist tactics. 

President Johnson has been in office continuously since November 1963. At 

all times he has had a Congress controlled by his own party. Yet he waited until 

last year to send a Law Enforcement Assistance Act to the Congress, did nothing 

to push a 1967 House-approved Law Enforcement Aid Bill through the Senate, 

vetoed the 1967 District of Columbia anti-crime bill, opposed a Republican anti­

riot bill last year, sent Congress his own anti-riot bill this year when he 

suddenly realized that crime and riots have become a major issue, designated as 

the ''Mr. Big 11 of federal anti-crime efforts the attorney general who said the 

crime rate has gone up nonly a little'' in this country. 

Picking Attorney General Ramsey Clark as coordinator of all federal crime­

fighting agencies is like naming Dr. Spock head of the Defense Department. 

Under the Johnson Administration we live in a murky ~vorld of half-truths 

and contradictions. The American people cry out for truth in government--for 

realism, for candor. The answers, when they do come back, are buttered with 

(more) 
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false optimism and wrapped in poll.yanna promises• At best, some adm:l.n:istration 

statements have proved misleading. At worst, they have constituted outright 

deception. Small wonder a Credibility Gap separates the Johnson Administration 

from the American people! 

The people have every reason to mistrust the Johnson Administration, for they 

have been misled almost every step of the way into the sinkhole of war that is 

Vietnam. 

When the Eisenhower Administration left office, South Vietnam had a 

relatively stable and apparently established government. The late President 

John F. Kennedy, writing in 1960 as a senator, said in his book "Strategy of Peace 

that U.s. aid to South Vietnam under Eisenhower had proved "effective." He called 

the results "a near miracle." 

In 1960 there were fewer than 700 U.S. military personnel stationed in South 

Vietnam, sent there to train South Vietnamese forces in the use of American 

weapons and equipment. Today more than 525,000 U.S. military personnel have 

been committed by Lyndon Johnson to a seemingly interminable land war in Vietnam-­

and he hints he will be sending many thousands more. Where will it all end? 

Vietnam has become the third largest war in our history. More than 20,500 

American have lost their lives in this bitter conflict. 

Yet Lyndon Johnson ran for the presidency as a peace candidate in 1964. No 

less than five times during that campaign he indicated he would never send large 

ground forces to Vietnam. 

On August 29, 1964, Lyndon Johnson told the nation: "Some others are eager 

to enlarge the conflict. They call upon us to supply American boys to do the job 

that Asian boys should do. They ask us to take reckless action which might risk 

the lives of millions. We don't want our American boys to do the fighting for 

Asian boys. We don't want to get involved in a nation ~~ith 700 million people 

and get tied down in a land war in Asia." 

Lyndon Johnson spoke those words a little more than three years ago. Today 

we are tied down in a land war in Asia. The end is nowhere in sight. 

It v1as a Republican Administration--the Eisenhower Administration--which 

brought. an end to the Korean Vlar which the Truman Administration would not '~in 

and could not stop. We said in 1952 that we could get and maintain peace with 

honor, and we did. A Republican Administration will do likewise in 1969. 

The Korean War was the first war we ever fought on the enemy's terms. The 

Vietnam War is the second. To have continued the Korean ~-i'ar would have been 

madness. To conduct the Vietnam Vlar Lyndon Johnson style has been utterly tragic. 

(more) 



The Johnson style of escalation hlis never dissuaded Communists from an expanded 

and continued naked aggression. 

We all recognize we must negotiate an end to the Vietnam War. President 

Eisenhower brought the Korean War to an end without compromising our own 

interests or those of our allies. A ne~ Republican administration will bring 

the Vietnam War to an honorable conclusion. The Johnson Administration is 

incapable of accomplishing this result, although I would dearly like to see it 

happen right tomorrow. 

A measure of success in Vietnam is demanded by our own national interests. 

But President Johnson has fought the right war in the wrong way. He has over­

committed the American people in Vietnam as well as at home. He has mismanaged 

the \var, and he has mismanaged the domestic economy. 

He has taken this Nation down a destructive and failure-filled path that 

has brought us stalemate in Vietnam, humiliation at the hands of North Korea, 

the distrust of both the Israelis and the Arabs, a sundering of the once-strong 

ties that bound NATO together, danger that the Soviet Union will surpass us in 

nuclear capability, and a shocking loss of credibility among the nations of the 

world •.• both Communist and free. 

Look at the Democratic record and compare it with the previous Republican 

record. 

The Eisenhower Administration prevented half a dozen threats from developing 

into \vars. There was Trieste, the Mossadegh uprising in Iran, Guatemala, Formosa, 

Suez, Lebanon, Quemoy and West Berlin. All these international crises resolved 

without war. 

Under the present regime Administration witnesses urge expanded East-West 

trade ~vhile the Soviet Union supplies the Viet Cong with rockets, mortars and 

missiles to kill our fighting men in Vietnam, pours billions of dollars worth of 

arms into the Mideast, steadily adds to its nuclear arsenal, and rings its cities 

with anti-missile systems while ignoring our pleas for an end to the arms race. 

Where, indeed, is the spirit of Glassboro? 

Republicans have no desire to heat up the cold war. Republicans are anxious 

for the United States to live at peace with the Communists. But we will never 

settle for a fool's paradise where detente is nothing but wishful thinking, a 

word that dangerous dreams are built on. More than ever before, the times demand 

realism and the American people demand the truth. The Johnson Administration is 

failing them on both counts. 

We are in a time of testing. Indeed, in the words of a great Republican 

(more) 
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President* it is a testing l~hether Government of the people, by the people and 

for the people can endure. 

The Nation must have new leadership--great new leadership that will restore 

this country to fiscal sanity, destroy the ghettoes and rebuild our cities, bring 

us to honorable peace and make us proud of America again. 

This is a moment of great decision, a point of critical choosing as we ponder 

our Nation's destiny. 

Lincoln and the Republican Party led this country through the cataclysmic 

crisis that was the war between the states. I believe the American people will 

turn again ••. now, in this hour of gravest danger ••. to the Republican Party. 

The cup that is borne in the hands of that challenge is bitter. But we 

shall not shrink from it. We shall dedicate ourselves to renewing America's soul. 

We shall be worthy of the people's trust. 

# # # 
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Mr. Chairman, Fellow Republicans and Feflow Americans: As we meet here 

tonight in convention, America and, indeed, the world res ndjwith alarms. 

1/; I L!_ 
We are met at a time of grave crisis--a crisis not on 1 for the American 

people but for the entire Free World. While our ~'ee World fartners see some of 

the pieces of this crisis only as in a glass, dcl., ly\, we here\ in America are con­

fronted with the full stark tragedy of it. 

This will not be a traditionf.p~itical ~pnveh\ion keynote speech. I have 

no intention of promising the Ame can people that the Republican Party if returne 

to the White House will solve ever1\.problem oyernight, increase every benefit, 

expand all existing federal programs and start a whole flock of new ones ••• in 

short, give everybody everything he wants, with the devil taking the National 

Debt. Let's leave that onus of fiscal irresponsibility to the other major 

political party--they deserve it. 

Of course, they have been pursuing that course for the last seven years and 

they haven't accomplished much except to run up prices, run up interest rates, 

run up the National Debt and the interes t on it to staggering proportions, nearly 

run us out of gold and run the ~lla~ tnto the ground. Small wonder we now are 

witnessing a serious run on u.s. gold) stocks by foreign creditors. No stardust in 

They haven't swallowed the Administration' the eyes of internation~specu~ators. 

Big Lie--the fictio abou~4 mo.ths of uninterrupted prosperity. And they are 
·i 

fearfut1y aware of how the Ud~ed States is being bled of its men and its 

treasu.e in~~~ b. ottoml~ss p~t known as Vietnam under the Administration's 

misguided and ~irected ~cies. 

Toda~ I want t\ discuss w:t'tP, you the health and welfare of our Nation. Not 

in the limi~d sense of school luncbes or prenatal care for indigent mothers. But 

the health and\welfare o~ all the American people--of every one of us who as indi-

viduals make up the. great living community which is the United States of America. 
~ 

Where are we tending, and what do we want? 

We face many problems--problems that threaten to tear us apart as a people, 

problems that demean us in the eyes of the world, problems that threaten us with 

collapse as a Nation. (more) 



""2-

I believe what Americans want to know as we meet here tonight is this: 

Which party is best equipped to restore this country to blessed peace and which 

party can best promote genuine prosperity, a soundly growing, job•producing 

economy with relative price stability. 

Which party oest understands the forces at work in America and the world 

today--those forces which promise a brighter tomorrow and those other forces 

which threaten our very existence? 

Which party best recognizes the uses of power and how best to employ it in 

the interests of world peace? 

Which party does a better job of preserving the value of the dollar so that 

a man need not lead a precarious credit-card existence during his working years 

and throw himself on the mercy of the government in his old age? 

Which party does a better job of watching over tax dollars and seeing to it 

that Americans get a fair return for what they "invest" in their government? 

Which party offers the American people the kind of moral leadership so 

necessary to teach respect for law and order and to preserve this republic as a 

government ordained of laws and not merely of men? 

Both major parties want what is best for America. We share many of the 

same objectives. Where we differ is not on goals and ends but on the means to 

those ends. 

The other party would have Americans believe that the Republican Party is 

the enemy of the people. The truth is we oppose the other party's means to an 

end when we know those means to be unsound. 

The Democratic Party now stands before the people to be judged. The 

Democratic Party has had seven years in which to demonstrate the wisdom of its 

policies, the beneficent fruits of legislation which has been pushed through one 

Democratic Congress after another. The people will decide whether to leave the 

Nation in the Democratic Party's hands. 

Postmaster General Lawrence F. O'Brien, who will manage President Johnson's 

1968 campaign, recently said Lyndon Johnson will seek reelection solely upon his 

record--the record of his and the preceding Democratic administration. This is 

only fair. That is how it should be. 

Republicans urge every American to look at the record--to look, and compare. 

What does the record reveal? 

Today we are at war in Vietnam. Not seven years ago! 

(more) 



Today the Soviet Union has penettated the Arab nations with communist arms 

and nearly destroyed American influence in the Middle East. Not seven years 

ago! 

Today Communists steal our ships. Not seven years ago! 

Today inflation robs us of our wage gains, and prices surge up and up. Not 

seven years ago! 

Today violent civil disorders ravage our cities. Not seven years ago! 

Today the thug, the thief, the murderer and the rapist terrorize us on city 

streets throughout America. Not seven years ago: 

Today we have lost the respect America had throughout the world. Not seven 

years ago! 

How do we measure what has happened to America in the last seven years? 

The housewife might say •.• the cost of living has gone up nearly 15 per cent. 

It costs me $11.43 to buy what $10 would buy in 1960. 

A Republican might say ••• the dollar that was worth a dollar when President 

Eisenhower left the White House now is worth about 87~ cents. 

Both would be right, and that reading of the incontravertible record is 

devastating. It means that the Johnson Administration with its policy of planned 

deficits has been robbing all of us of purchasing power and, indeed, has been 

pauperizing our senior citizens. The Johnson Administration is primarily 

responsible for the inflation which has hit us all and has struck ~ cruelly at 

the aged who are living on limited incomes. 

The Johnson Administration's own Labor Department reports that inflation has 

wiped out the wage gains the country's production workers thought they had made 

during the last two years. 

The Johnson Administration has so wasted our substance and so heavily 

borrowed against the future that we find ourselves plagued with cost inflation, 

price inflation, massive federal deficits, some of the highest interest rates 

in a century, and repeated attacks on the dollar. There has been a virtual 

explosion of federal spending on too many unjustified and wasteful programs and 

projects. 

Democratic administrations have added $70 billion to the public debt since 

1960--the last year the federal budget was balanced. The Johnson Administration 

alone is responsible for $60 billion of those accumulated deficits and currently 

offers us the prospect of $20 billion deficits back to back. Lyndon Johnson 

wants to load more taxes on the American people. At the same time, state and 
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local taxes are climbing steadily so that the combined tax burden--federal, 

state and local--is the greatest in our history. 

It is incredible that Lyndon Johnson has allowed the economy to deteriorate 

to the point where runaway inflation is a reality. It is shocking to learn that 

because of a lack of faith in America's fiscal integrity foreign holders of u.s. 

dollars prefer gold and as a result have steadily depleted our Gold reserves. 

The answer to the dollar dilemma eludes Lyndon Johnson because the only 

definition of restraint he knows is to slap a spending straitjacket on the 

American worker by digging deeper into his pockets for more tax dollars. 

The American people today are saddled with a spendthrift Democratic 

administration--the wildest of all time. 

What other administration would deliberately plan a $12 to $20 billion 

deficit for the next fiscal year at a time when the interest on the national 

debt has reached the fantastic sum of nearly $15 billion annually? A 46 per cent 

annual increase since the Eisenhower Administration left office! 

With all this massive spending, the Johnson Administration has failed to 

solve the major problems of America ••• wage-robbing inflation, the cost-price 

squeeze on the farmer, the cancers of hard-core unemployment and a swiftly rising 

crime rate, the widening gulf between the races, the threat of a new kind of 

civil war, the disaffection of former allies, nation-building in Southeast Asia 

where the balance of power is steadily shifting against us. 

What is the farmer's position today? He now receives six per cent less 

for the food he produces than he did two decades ago. This shocking fact really 

strikes home when we consider that the farmer is paying 30 per cent more for the 

supplies he needs. 

What progress have we made in the war against crime since 1960? With a 

Democratic administration in power, the crime rate has jumped 88 per cent while 

the resident population of this country has risen by 11 per cent. Think of it! 

The national crime rate has increased eight times as fast as the population. 

Through it all, President Johnson crows about his accomplishments in social 

welfare fields. And do you know how he measures those accomplishments? Not in 

terms of concrete results but in terms of additional billions of federal dollars 

being thrown at problems that simply will not yield to the Lyndon Johnson 

treatment. 

He brags that in 1960 the Administration spent $19 billion for health, 

education and welfare, raised it to $23 billion in 1964 and bumped it to $47 

billion this year. 

He boasts that Federal programs for the poor totalled only $9 billion in 

(more) 
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1960, climbed to $12 billion in 1964 and now total $~8 billion. 

He points with pride to the fact that Administration spending of $3 billion 

on government training programs in 1960 rose to $4 billion in 1964 and now have 

climbed to $12 billion. 

Where are the results? \Vhere are the benefits? Republicans want the same 

improvements, but we have better and less costly ways to get them. How 

ridiculous to claim great achievements in the language of the bureaucratic 

dollar sign! 

Have the Democrats restructured American society? Have the Democrats built 

a Great Society? 

Seventy-six major riots have swept the Nation since 1965, killing more than 

100 persons and wounding nearly 2,500. These civil explosions produced 7,985 case~ 

of arson, 28,939 arrests, 5,434 convictions, $210 million in property damage, 

and $504 million in estimated economic losses. 

This country has experienced violence and lawlessness on a scale unprecedente( 

in our history. The widespread disregard for law and order we have witnessed 

under the Johnson Administration is tantamount to a virtual breakdown of the rule 

of law. 

Now some observers are envisioning in 1968 a second civil war in our big 

city slums. There is an escalating arms race on both sides as police prepare 

for new outbreaks of rioting in the summer of 1968 and Negro militants plan 

guerrilla terrorist tactics. 

President Johnson has been in office continuously since November 1963. At 

all times he has had a Congress controlled by his own party. Yet he waited until 

last year to send a Law Enforcement Assistance Act to the Congress, did nothing 

to push a 1967 House-approved Law Enforcement Aid Bill through the Senate, 

vetoed the 1967 District of Columbia anti-crime bill, opposed a Republican anti­

riot bill last year, sent Congress his own anti-riot bill this year when he 

suddenly realized that crime and riots have become a major issue, designated as 

the "Mr. Big" of federal anti-crime efforts the attorney general who said the 

crime rate has gone up "only a little" in this country. 

Picking Attorney General Ramsey Clark as coordinator of all federal crime• 

fighting agencies is like naming Dr. Spock head of the Defense Department. 

Under the Johnson Administration we live in a murky ~-1orld of half-truths 

and contradictions. The American people cry out for truth in government--for 

realism, for candor. The answers, when they do come back, are buttered with 
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false optimism and wrapped in pollyanna promises. At best, some administration 

statements have proved misleading. At worst, they have constituted outright 

deception. Small wonder a Credibility Gap separates the Johnson Administration 

from the American people! 

The people have every reason to mistrust the Johnson Administration, for they 

have been misled almost every step of the way into the sinkhole of war that is 

Vietnam. 

When the Eisenhower Administration left office, South Vietnam had a 

relatively stable and apparently established government. The late President 

John F. Kennedy, writing in 1960 as a senator, said in his book "Strategy of Peace 

that U.S. aid to Sout-h Vietnamunder Eisenhower had proved "effective. 11 He called 

the results "a near miracle." 

In 1960 there were fe~ver than 700 U.S. military personnel stationed in South 

Vietnam, sent there to train South Vietnamese forces in the use of American 

weapons and equipment. Today more than 525,000 U.S. military personnel have 

been committed by Lyndon Johnson to a seemingly interminable land war in Vietnam-­

and he hints he will be sending many thousands more. Where will it all end? 

Vietnam has become the third largest war in our history. More than 20,500 

American have lost their lives in this bitter conflict. 

Yet Lyndon Johnson ran for the presidency as a peace candidate in 1964. No 

less than five times during that campaign he indicated he would never send large 

ground forces to Vietnam. 

On August 29, 1964, Lyndon Johnson told the nation: "Some others are eager 

to enlarge the conflict. They call upon us to supply American boys to do the job 

that Asian boys should do. They ask us to take reckless action which might risk 

the lives of millions. We don't want our American boys to do the fighting for 

Asian boys. We don't want to get involved in a nation 'vith 700 million people 

and get tied down in a land war in Asia." 

Lyndon Johnson spoke those words a little more than three years ago. Today 

we are tied down in a land war in Asia. The end is nowhere in sight. 

It was a Republican Administration--the Eisenhower Administration--which 

brought an end to the Korean War which the Truman Administration would not win 

and could not stop. We said in 1952 that we could get and maintain peace with 

honor, and we did. A Republican Administration will do likewise in 1969. 

The Korean War was the first war we ever fought on the enemy's terms. The 

Vietnam War is the second. To have continued the Korean War would have been 

madness. To conduct the Vietnam War Lyndon Johnson style has been utterly tragic. 
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The Johnson style of escalation has rtever dissuaded Communists from an expanded 

and continued naked aggression. 

We all recognize we must negotiate an end to the Vietnam War. President 

Eisenhower brought the Korean War to an end without compromising our own 

irtterests or those of our allies. A new Republican administration will bring 

the Vietnam War to an honorable conclusion. The Johnson Administration is 

incapable of accomplishing this result, although I would dearly like to see it 

happen right tomorrow. 

A measure of success in Vietnam is demanded by our own national interests. 

But President Johnson has fought the right war in the wrong way. He has over­

committed the American people in Vietnam as well as at horne. He has mismanaged 

the ,.,ar, and he has mismanaged the domestic economy. 

He has taken this Nation down a destructive and failure-filled path that 

has brought us stalemate in Vietnam, humiliation at the hands of North Korea, 

the distrust of both the Israelis and the Arabs, a sundering of the once-strong 

ties that bound NATO together, danger that the Soviet Union will surpass us in 

nuclear capability, and a shocking loss of credibility among the nations of the 

world •.• both Communist and free. 

Look at the DemocraU.c record and compare it with the previous Republican 

record. 

The Eisenhower Administration prevented half a dozen threats from developing 

into wars. There was Trieste, the Mossadegh uprising in Iran, Guatemala, Formosa, 

Suez, Lebanon, Quemoy and West Berlin. All these international crises resolved 

without war. 

Under the present regime Administration witnesses urge expanded East-West 

trade while the Soviet Union supplies the Viet Cong with rockets, mortars and 

missiles to kill our fighting men in Vietnam, pours billions of dollars worth of 

arms into the Mideast, steadily adds to its nuclear arsenal, and rings its cities 

with anti-missile systems while ignoring our pleas for an end to the arms race. 

Where, indeed, is the spirit of Glassboro? 

Republicans have no desire to heat up the cold war. Republicans are anxious 

for the United States to live at peace with the Communists. But we will never 

settle for a fool's paradise where detente is nothing but wishful thinking, a 

word that dangerous dreams are built on. More than ever before, the times demand 

realism and the American people demand the truth. The Johnson Administration is 

failing them on both counts. 

We are in a time of testing. Indeed, in the words of a great Republican 
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President, it is a testing whether Go~ernment of the people, by the people and 

for the people can endure. 

The Nation must have new leadership--great new leadership that will restore 

this country to fiscal sanity, destroy the ghettoes and rebuild our cities, bring 

us to honorable peace and make us proud of America again. 

This is a moment of great decision, a point of critical choosing as we ponder 

our Nation's destiny. 

Lincoln and the Republican Party led this country through the cataclysmic 

crisis that was the war between the states. I believe the American people will 

turn again ••• now, in this hour of gravest danger ••• to the Republican Party. 

The cup that is borne in the hands of that challenge is bitter. But we 

shall not shrink from it. We shall dedicate ourselves to renewing America's soul. 

We shall be worthy of the people's trust. 

# # # 




