The original documents are located in Box D23, folder “Kent State University Republican
Club, February 27, 1968 (Telelecture)” of the Ford Congressional Papers: Press Secretary
and Speech File at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.

Copyright Notice
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. The Council donated to the United
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public
domain. The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to
remain with them. If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.



Digitized from Box D23 of the Ford Congressional Papers: Press Secretary and Speech File at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library









by
climbing steadily so that the combined tax burden—-federal, state and local--is
the greatest in our history.

It is incredible that Lyndon Johnson has allowed the economy to detcwiora'’.
to the point where runaway inflation is a reality. It is shocking to learn taat
because of a lack of faith in America's fiscal integrity foreign holders of U.S.
dollars prefer gold and as a result have steadily depleted our Gold reserves.

The answer to the dollar dilemma eludes Lyndon Johnson because the only
definition of restraint he knows is to slap a spending straitjacket on the
American worker by digging deeper into his pockets for more tax dollars.

The American people today are saddled with a spendthrift Democratic
administration--the wildest of all time.

What other administration would deliberately plan a $12 to $20 billion
deficit for the next fiscal year at a time when the interest on the national
debt has reached the fantastic sum of nearly $15 billion annually? A 46 per cent
annual increase since the Eisenhower Administration left office!

With all this massive spending, the Johnson Administration has failed to
solve the major problems of America...wage-robbing inflation, the cost-p:r-ce
squeeze on the farmer, the cancers of hard-core unemployment and a swiftly rising
crime rate, the widening gulf between the races, the threat of a new kind of
civil war, the disaffection of former allies, nation-building in Southeast Asia
where the balance of power is steadily shifting against us.

What is the farmer's position today? He now receives six per cent less
for the food he produces than he did two decades ago. This shocking fact really
strikes home when we consider that the farmer is paying 30 per cent more for the

supplies he needs.

What progress have we made in the war against crime since 19607 With a
Democratic administration in power, the crime rate has jumped 88 per cent while
the resident population of this country has risen by 11 per cent. Think of it!
The national crime rate has increased eight times as fast as the population.

Through it all, President Johnson crows about his accomplishments in social
welfare fields. And do you know how he measures those accomplishments? "ot i.
terms of concrete results but in terms of additional billions of federal doliars
being thrown at problems that simply will not yield to the Lyndon Johnson
treatment.

He brags that in 1960 the Administration spent $19 billion for health,
education and welfare, raised it to $23 billion in 1964 and bumped it to 847
billion this year.

He boasts that Federal programs for the poor totalled only $9 billion in
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false optimism and wrapped in pollyanna promises, At best, some administration
statements have proved misleading. At worst, they have cofistituted outright
deception. Small wonder a Credibility Gap separates the Johhson Administration
from the American people!

The people have every reason to mistrust the Johnson Administration, for they
have been misled almost every step of the way into the sinkhole of war that is
Vietnam.

When the Eisenhower Administration left office, South Vietnam had a
relatively stable and apparently established government. The late President
John F. Kennedy, writing in 1960 as a senator, said in his book "Strategy of Peace'
that U.S. aid to SouthVietnam under Eisenhower had proved "effective." e called
the results "a near miracle."

In 1960 thee were fewer than 700 U.S. military personnel stationed in South
Vietnam, sent there to train South Vietnamese forces in the use of American
weapons and equipment. Today more than 525,000 U,S. military personnel have
been committed by Lyndon Johnson to a seemingly interminable land war in Vietnam--
and he hints he will be sending many thousands more. Where will it all end?

Vietnam has become the third largest war in our history. More than 20,500
American have lost their lives in this bitter conflict.

Yet Lyndon Johnson ran for the presidency as a peace candidate in 1964. No
less than five times during that campaign he indicated he would never send large
ground forces to Vietnam.

On August 29, 1964, Lyndon Johnson told the nation: '"Some others are eager
to enlarge the conflict. They call upon us to supply American boys to do the job
that Asian boys should do. They ask us to take reckless action which mi-it risk
the lives of millions. We don't want our American boys to do the fighting for
Asian boys., We don't want to get involved in a nation with 700 million people
and get tied down in a land war in Asia.”

Lyndon Johnson spoke those words a little more than three years ago. Today
we are tied down in a land war in Asia. The end is nowhere in sight.

It was a Republican Administration--the Eisenhower Administration--which
brought an end to the Korean War which the Truman Administration would not win
and could not stop. We said in 1952 that we could get and maintain peace with
honor, and we did. A Republican Administration will do likewise in 1969.

The Xorean War was the first war we ever fought on the enemy's terms. The
Vietnam War is the second. To have continued the Korean War would have been
madness. To conduct the Vietnam War Lyndon Johnson style has been utterly tragic.
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The Johnson style of escalation hids never dissuaded Communists from an expanded
and continded naked aggression.

We all recognize we must negotiate an end to the Vietnam War. President
Eisenhower brought the Korean War to an end without compromising our ow
interests or those of our allies. A new Republican administration will bring
the Vietnam War to an honorable conclusion. The Johnson Administration is ##
incapable of accomplishing this result, although I would dearly like to see it
happen right tomorrow.

A measure of success in Vietnam is demanded by our own national interests.
But President Johnson has fought the right war in the wrong way. He has over-
committed the American people in Vietnam as well as at home. He has mismanaged
the war, and he has mismanaged the domestic economy.

He has taken this Nation down a destructive and failure-filled path that
has brought us stalemate in Vietnam, humiliation at the hands of North Korea,
the distrust of both the Israelis and the Arabs, a sundering of the once-strong
ties that bound NATO together, danger that the Soviet Union will surpass us in
nuclear capability, and a shocking loss of credibility among the nations of the
world...both Communist and free.

Look at the Democratic record and compare it with the previous Republican
record.

The Eisenhower Administration prevented half a dozen threats from developing
into wars, There was Trieste, the Mossadegh uprising in Iram, Guatemala, Formosa,
Suez, Lebanon, Quemoy and West Berlin. All these international crises resolved
without war.

Under the present regime Administration witnesses urge expanded East-West
trade while the Soviet Union supplies the Viet Cong with rockets, mortars and
missiles to kill our fighting men in Vietnam, pours billions of dollars worth of
arms into the Mideast, steadily adds to its nuclear arsenal, and rings its cities
with anti-missile systems while ignoring our pleas for an end to the arms race.
Where, indeed, is the spirit of Glassboro?

Americans have rno desire to heat up the cold war. Republicans are anxious
to live at peace with the Communists. But we will never settle for a fcel's
paradise where detente is nothing but wishful thinking,a word that dangerous
dreams are built on. More than ever before, the times demand realism and the
American people demand the truth. The Johnson Administration is failing them
on both counts.

We are in a time of testing. Indeed, in the words of a great Republican
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President, it is a testing whether Government of the people, by the people and
for the people can endure.

The Nation must have new leadership~-great new leadership that will restore
this country to fiscal sanity, destroy the ghettoes and rebuild our cities, bring
us to honorable peace and make us proud of America again.

This is a moment of great decision, a point of critical choosing as we ponder
our Nation's destiny.

Lincoln and the Republican Party led this country through the cataclysmic
crisis that was the war between the states. I believe the American people will
turn again...now, in this hour of gravest danger...to the Republican Party.

The cup that is borme in the hands of that challenge is bitter. But we
shall not shrink from it. We shall dedicate ourselves to renewing America's soul.

We shall be worthy of the people's trust,

# # #





