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Are the American people interested in honesty in government? They're not
getting it from the Johnson Administration.

Take a look at the record. There is a stench in the Agency for International
Development that emanates from acceptance of kickbacks from foreign contractors and
favors from party girls, falsification of travel vouchers, purchase of $260,000 of
worthless battery additive for South Vietnam, allowing a Minnesota firm to unload
nearly $4 million of junky gearmaking machinery in India, and other cases 1In rhe
Small Business Administration we find special handling of a bidding eligibility
certificate so that a $13.3 million Post Office Department contract went to a
now-defunct firm, again located in Minnesota, in a deal that went sour and smacks
of favors returned for political favors received.

The smell of scandal now enveloping the Johnson Administration is seeping out
from high places--in fact, a place right next to the ultimate seat of power.

The Johnson Administration has done a lot of explaining. It has a lot more
explaining to do.

Why does the President brag about 84 months of what he calls uninterrupted
prosperity when it is splashed with the blood of Vietnam and when his own Labor
Department reveals that inflation has robbed the American worker of every so-called
wage gain he made during the past two years?

Why did the President do nothing about inflation in 1966 when demand was
running wild and why does he now seek to ram an income tax increase down t = tI oats
of the American people after the price spiral damage is done?

Why does the Administration carry out its spy ship operations so carelessly
that this Nation jg humiliated by a fifth rate Communist power?

President Johnson has compared himself to Lincoln. Let him ponder the words
of Lincoln when he said: "History is not history unless it is the truth."

Lincoln and the Republican Party led this Nation through the soul-rending
crisis that was the War Between The States. HNow we are threatened with a second
civil war--between the forces of law and order in this country and the black
militants.

Remember Vice-President Humphrey saying he might lead a revolt himself if he
héd to live under slum conditions? There is no excuse for the conditions he spoke
of. But there also is no excuse for a Vice-President of the United States encourag-
ing rioting by his words.

Today the American people are looking to the Republican Party to reuni..e o. .
country~-a nation torn apart by stresses and strains at home and bloody strife
abroad. I believe the people long for a new leader who will...in Lincoln's words...

"rise with the occasion." We will meet the challenge.
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