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Ladies and gentlemen: I come to you tonight as the leader of the opposition
in one House of the Congress. My task, as I see it, is to sketch for you an
outline of the Opposition Role. What should the role of the opposition bef and

how should we go about fulfilling it?

Many Americans don't realize it, but the present two-party system in
American politics goes back 112 years. Tonight I am going to concern myself
primarily with the current situation because there is so much to be said

about the problems now facing this Nationm.

Bluntly put and viewed in purely political terms, the mission of the
minority party is to beceme the majority. That is ,/ the Outs are constantly
Lo ol

striving to become the Ins. That's what Republicans are working for right now--

to become the In-~Group 7,2‘ k“ lape. M-Z_ f"’W‘cw &l—m - ;Z:'
ery Fove Cag Mt / 7

There is far more to the role ofkt‘:,l;i opposition thad a si ;«( drive fo::f.'”L"““Yk:n~
power, of course. We in the opposition must seek to serve the American people; %%:Z‘
we must offer them a better course than that of the other party. We must offer ""%
them a New Direction in government and persuade the voters that this New Bircct%

will lead the Nation in the paths of peace and prosperity.

If I did no; beliie that the Republican Party had sounder solutions to

offer the American people I would not be standing before you at this moment.

The role of the opposition in Congress is critical at this time. The

Nation is at a crossroads in economic affairs and the Vietnam War.

The record the Republican Party makes in the 90th Congress is extremely
important in terms of the 1968 election. It will be the record that the next

Republican presidential candidate will rum on. i .

Some Americans believe the role of the opposition should be solely to oppose.

In my view, it goes far beyond that. Certainly we should oppose when we believe f0RA
”~
that the majority party is mistaken in its programs and concepts. But we also

must propose. We must offer the people a choice, tell them how we would run 'o

the Nation's affairs if given the opportunit:y. W i %? Hm7—]Vy
T i ot X Ty g — 2
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It is only some 15 months before the two major political parties meet in
convention to name their presidential candidates. Already the issues of the
1968 campaign are taking shape. It will be an historic campaign--a campaign

which will shape the destiny of America far into the future.

In recent years, national elections in the United States have been decided

on the basis of two broad issues--peace and prosperity.

I submit that in the 1968 election the issue of peace will involve far
more than the Vietnam War, other possible wars of liberation, the future of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization and a possible detente with the Communist

bloc nations of Europe.

That issue will transcend the usual concerns of foreign conflict and alliances

to enwrap itself in an overriding issue of national morality.
This morality issue has a number of offshoots or related issues.

One of these is the Ethics in Congress Issue, as exemplified by the Powell
and Dodd cases. The one case involves alleged misuse of public funds; the other,

alleged misuse of campaign funds. They are different cases, yet related.

The thrust of both the Powell and the Dodd cases is that they point up the

need for a Code of @fficial Conduct in Congress.

Let me say at this point that the House of Representatives is well en
its way toward establishing a Select Committee on Official Conduct--and it was
primarily Republican pressure that brought it about. We called for establishment
of an ethics watchdog committee in our Republican State of the Union Message on
January 19, and the House Republican Policy Committee promptly endorsed it. This

relates to the Powell case.

Republicans have been pressing since last year for an Election Reform Law.
At this point, I am forced to say that our insistence on ‘E%&:tion Law %ow )
has been vocal and persistent, unlike that of Presiden€”§ohns;§1 We are determined
to clean up campaign fund-raising and destroy all the evils that spring from such

organizations as the Thousand-Dollar President's Club.
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It is interesting to recall that President Johnson took Senator Dodd with
him when he flew to the Democratic convention in 1964--to mislead the press into

thinking he had tapped Dodd and not Hubert Humphrey as his running mate.

Republicans are determined to close the Ethics Gap. We are also bent

on winning the war against crime.

Why are we today plagued with a crime wave that rises and swells until a

complete breakdown of law and order is threatened?

I believe it is because the so-called Great Society is a permissive society
which encourages disrespect for law and order. We are reaping the whirlwind--
the fruit of years of permissiveness in the family, inadequate discipline in the
public schools, a shortage of dedicated teachers, evolution of the attitude that
an American need only obey those laws he deems morally justified,1:::4;;:;ﬁ}1cation

of violence and rebellion.

While this may seem unrelated to the composition of the Congress and the
occupant of the White House, it is definitely intertwined. It is part of the

moral fabric of the country, that intangible called atmosphere.

It enters into the difference in approach by the two parties to the overall
issue of crime. I am not going to discuss the crime issue in detail here except
to emphasize that the war against crime must be fought on many fronts and with
a multitude of weapons. We in the Congress must help local communities expand
and improve their police forces and we must make the latest and best information
on crime detection tactics and techniques available to them. We must also
strengthen our probationary and rehabilitation systems to prevent as best as we

can the pattern of the criminal repeater.

Beyond that let us discard the idea that it is subversive to criticize the -
Supreme Court. Let us examine court decisions on questioning of suspects and
permissibility of voluntary confessions as courtroom evidence and draw a line
which helps our law enforcement officials without interfering with the constitutional

rights of individual citizens.

And let us outlaw all wiretapping and eavesdropping by unauthorized citizens
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but make this tool available to law enforcers under court order as they make war
on organized crime. The constitutional right of privacy is a priceless right,

but so too is the right of an American citizen to be protected against professional
criminals. Law enforcement agencies must have more power if they are to deal

effectively with organized crime.

We have talked of the two major parties in their approaches to the Ethics
Gap in Congress and the Morality Gap that divides the Nation. Let us speak

now of Vietnam.

What is the role of the opposition on Vietnam? With few exceptions, Re-
publicans support the President in his present course-~his view that only
unrelenting military pressure will cause the enemy to talk peace. Meantime,
Republicans are deeply disturbed about the split in the Democratic Party over
the bommbing of North Vietnam, the proposals that there be a unilateral halt in
the bombing. I cannot see how any member of Congress who has seen photos of men
and supplies moving from North to South Vietnam during the Tet New Year's truce
can possibly favor an unconditiomal unilateral halt in the bombing. I am convinced

that those New Year's reinforcements resulted in hundreds of American and South

Vietnamese W

I do not contend that criticism of American policy in Vietnam should be
silenced. But, I do maintain that a poli;ical party divided against itself can-
not lead this nation effectively in war, or lead us to peace. Such dissension
makes it more difficult to obtain the peace that all Americans want. The
President himself has said that criticism of the doves in his own party encourages

Hanoi to keep on fighting.

Amid all this domestic turmoil, the Opposition Party has maintained a re-

sponsible position. We have criticized the President but only to push for an
early end to the war with an ggszigle conclusion. We have chafed at gradualism,
o
but we have not milit¥ry victory or unconditional surrender.f % hdwa 3
There is good reason to wonder whether the President would pursue a course

of gradualism in the Vietnam War if he had it all to do over again. It is as
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easy to see as deBergerac's nose that the enemy has more time to build up strength
and to plan courtermoves when his adversary turns up the screws only a fraction

at a time. No major power has ever before fought a war with such self-imposed

limitations.

I believe the way to a settlement in Vietnam is to maintain steady pressure
on Ho Chi Minh while a govermment with a popular support emerges in South
Vietnam. The solution in Vietnam must be essentially political. No rule imposed
by the military can result in a stable govermment or a semblance of peace in

Vietnam.

The best hope for peace and stability in South Vietnam is the evolving popular
government. We can only "win" there through land reform and democracy-building.
Necessary military action must be supported by effective political and economic
neasurgagiled at the creation of a genuine non-Communist political base. We must
identify ourselves with the advocates of civilian rule in South Vietnam, as

symbolized by the new constitution.

In foreign and domestic policy, the role of the opposition in Congress is
essentially that of watchdog. We owe it to the American people to keep tabs on

the other party and to blow the whistle on mistakes or malfeasance.

The best véhicle for political watchdog activity is present in the British
system~-an investigative committee run by the minority. Republicans have urged
such a committee be established in the U.S. House of Representatives but we

are not holding our breaths while it happens.

How many Americans think about the fact that the Federal govermment is
deeply in deficit and has been for six full fiscal years? How many know that
interest on the Federal debt now runs $14 billion a year, the second largest singié
item in the Federal budget? How many Americans realize that the deficit in the
fiscal 1968 budget probably will run to $15 billion or more and that if the
present economic downturn deepens into a recessionthe deficit will be even more

mountainous?

The huge deficits we now are facing point up the choice the opposition
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party offers the voters as we approach 1968.

Republicans believe in ﬁrogresgyat a pace the people can afford. We
believe that if Federal spending runs wild, thisweakens the foundations of our

economy. The President is asking for higher taxes. We believe non-essential

Federal spending should be cut.

A basic difference betwe2 ﬂw Qtiu is that the Democratic Party
prescribes a Federal pill for every ill. e

y ch?blican Party would shift more

problem-solving responsibility to state and local governments and to the private

sector.

The Republican Party is concerned that the other party's philosophy of 'tax
and tax, spend and spend" destroys individual incentive by siphoning off too much

of the people's income in higher taxes.

While the Democratic Party advances proposals that rely primarily on Federal
money, Federal power and Federal control, the Republican Party proposes Federal tax-
D SESSST Y

sharing to aid the cities and states, tax credits as incentives for a massive nation-
———— e —

wide cleanup of our air and water, tax credits for tuition and other colleges empenses
to
/make this a nation of college students, tax credits to industry to launch a nationwide

—— R ————.

on-the-job training program as an assault on hard-core unemployment.

Incentives, not red tape and excessive Federal power. That's the way of the
opposition party. We believe there should be large-scale business involvement

in the solving of our social ills.
At the outset I spoke of a morality issue that will transcend all else in 1968.

In the final analysis, this translates itself into a question of confidence
in the present Administration. Noted news commentator, Walter Lippmann, is among
those who point to a credibility gap in the country today. Lippmann says it is
"the result of a deliberate policy of artificial manipulation of official news."
As a consequence, Lippmann says the public simply refuses to accept at face value

what the Federal government says and does.

Is it any wonder that our young people today ask...Who and what can we

believe?
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This-~the Credibility Gap--poses an intolerable situation, whatever its cause.
I believe it springs from this Administration's search for consensus, its abhorrence
of dissent, its attempt to foist a kind of absolutism on the American people...a

kind of benevolent despotism.

At a recent press conference, President Johnson spoke ?f the }l{epublican

gl radt
opposition in the same breath with his advergaries overseas.! I 103!*9 do not
wn e %
e
believe the Loyal Opposition is

I ask only that the American people give the Loyal Opposition a hearing--

and then act on the evidence.

As Edmund Burke said: "All that is necessary for the forces of evil to win

in the world is for enough good men to do nothing."

If, as the figures indicate, a majority of the registered voters are Democrats,
then let them ponder the words of a Democratic President, Woodrow Wilson, who
told the American people: "Liberty cannot exist where government takes care of

the people, but it can only thrive where the people take care of the government."

This I ask--that the voters of this Nation be attentive to their first and
foremost takk--to see that government in America is the servant and not the master

of the people.

i iidaiaii
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Ladies and gentlemen: I come to you immmsik tonight as the leader of the
opposition in one House of the Congress, My task, as I see it, is to sketch for

g

you anf§ outline of the ? LE)p sition Role, What should the role of the opposition
be and how should we go abofg6 it?

Many Americans don't realize it, but m:ezse two-party system in American politics
Toni ~Jrimar
goes back 112 years, ln going to concern myself ith the m current
situation because there is so mich to be said sbout the problems now facing this
Nation.

Bluntly put and viewed in purely political terms, the mission of the minority
party is to becoms the majority. That is, the Outs are constantly striving to become
the Ins, That's what Republicans are working: for right now--to become the
In-firoup,

There is far more to the role of the opposition than a simple -i;l;c drive
for power, of course, We in the opposition must seek to serve the American peoplej we

- «

L,
must offer them a course than that of the other party, We must offer them

a New Direction in govermment and persuade the voters that this New Direction will
lead the Nation in the paths of peace and prosperitye.] If I did not believe that the
Republican Party had sounder solutions to offer the American people I would not be
standing befare you at this moment.
Ca Cat

The role of the oppositionAis critical .im at this t.i.m. The
Nation is at a crossroeds in EoeiBasEEEwe economic affairs and the m Vietnam
War,

The record the Republican Party makes in the 90th Congre ss m\ ks
extremely irmportant in terms of the 1968 election, It will be the record that the next
Republican presidentislme eandidate will run on.

Ewzpwbzbhr’
Some Americans belisve the role of the opposition should be ppose, In my view,

it goes far beyond that, Certainly we should oppose when we believe that the majority

.‘/_‘ﬂv
party is mistaken in its programs and concepts, But we also must X propose, We must
e
offer the people a choics, tell them how we SR would run the Nation's affairs if given
the opportunity. ¥ f: N

It is only soms 15 months before the two major political pm

45 - Or D
Q\eir presidential candidates. Already the issues of the 1968 campaign are takixg

sﬁupe, It will be an historic campaign--a campaign which will

»

‘““\—/ﬂorica far into the future,
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In Becent years, national elections in the United States have been decided
on the basis of two broad issuss--peace and prosperity.

I submit that W in the 1968 election the issue of
peace will involve far more than the Vietnam War, other possible wars of liberation,
the future of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization and a possible detente with the

Communist bloc nations of Europe.

1 i
That issue widizhsxamexwfcmstarsXzanmaliddpe will transcend the mmmmsk usual
concerns of foreign conflict and alliances to enwrap itself in an overriding issue

of national morality.
a— ——

This morality issue &k has a number of offshoots or mamx related issues,
One of these is ths Ethics in Congress Issue, as exemplified by the Powell and

£ CEG)
Dodd cases, The one case £k involves isuse of public fundsi the other, ‘el

alleged ﬁmisme of campaign funds, They are different cases, ﬂyet/_s.
related,

The thrust of both the Powell and the Dodd csses is that they point up the
need for a Code of Ofﬁcg;l Conduct in Congre ss.

let me say?at this point that the House of Representatives is well on its

primari
way toward establishing a Select Committee on Official €onduct--and it was p@blican

rought brihn about, We called for n;stablishmnt of &
Républican State of the Union Message on Jan. 19, and the House

Republican Policy Committee promptly endorsed ite This relates to the Pwell’;case.

Rap@licms have been pressing since last year for an Election Reform Law, %&2
At this point I am forced to say mt; oy insistence on Election Law Reform has been
{ LA i —
S vocal and perslstent]\. That #& of B President Johnson, We are determined

T — <
to ekiximatw clean up campaign fund-raising and destroy all the evils whisssiesbe fhat

ot A
spring from such organizations the Essxisieislex Thousand-Dollar President's Club,

; 22 b abe b MCA_QZ’_ took with him

? that Presidefht Johnsgn d Sen. Dodd * when he flew

to the Demccratic conveation in 196h-;to press into thinking idemssx he had

Ry
*mpd tapped Dodd and not Hmmphssgamssx Hubert Humphrey as his rumning mate.

/_\
Republicans are determined to close the Ethics Gap, We are also K@k bent on

winning the war against crime,

Why are we today plagued with a crime Wave that eSmimesmeke risgdand &\‘é—( (o
T R
until a complote dmex breakdown of law msie gnd order is threatened?
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T believe it is because the so-called Great Society is a permissive society

—
which encourages disrespect for leWw and order, Imchmiadic are reaping the whirlwind--

e — Tas e
evolution of the attitud’é that needmlk only obey W laws % deems

justified, and ;\ glorification of dlssszmkmipehm: violenceA rebelliorb-i
potigonfopniise

While this may seem unrelated to the composition of the Congress and the
occupant of the White House, it is definitely intertwined. It is part of the mmmminie:
moral fabric of the country, that 1ntang1ble: called atmosphere.

It enters into the m difference in approach by the two parties to
the overall issue of crime, I am not going to discuss the crime issue in detail here

except to W emphasize that the war against crime must be fought on many fromts

P

g, - (-@1 e 42—
and with ms a multitude of weapons. We in the wﬁﬁa@w must help local

communities expand and improve their police forces and we must make the latest and
p—— e,
best information on crime detection Xwessiz tactics and techniques available to them.
——
We must also strengthen our ms& probationary and rehsbilitation systems to prevent
/‘% C/Lt\Mu/’tJ L
as best we can the pattern of mms-epeabedronimes;
/"\ ..

Beyond that lmcsx let us discard the idea that it is mmims subversive to

criticize the Supreme Court.  ILet Hs examine court mmiex decisions on questioning of
3&%;% N ?@m&z&%’ Y:

suspects and permissibility oIff{confessio drew a line which helps our law

/—-—‘——u—\
enflorcement of ficials without interfering with the skwibxeimmisss® constitutional
rights of individual citigens.

N —
And let usztal--bcg outlaw all wirega%ng and evesdropping by unauthorized
+ -’ ) Kt ‘1—(:‘1)!-4-'
citiZens but make this IS tool avallable ? law under court order ®®
oeEShmils 2s they make war on organized crime, Them:constitutional right of
[] —————,
privacy is a priceless riE?., but so too is the right of % an American ci.ti&en to
be protecte Zg,jsécriminals. Law enforcement agencies must have more power if they °
wr A

ere to dedd with zrganizecl crime,

We have talked of the two major parties in their approaches to the Ethics
Gap in Congress and the Morality Gap that divides the Nation, Let us speak now of
Vietnam.

—
What is the role of wesmmmy the opposition on Vietnam? With few exceptions,

wpnale
Republicans support the President in his present course--his view that o ﬁ
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military pressure will cause the enemy to talk peace. Meantime, Republicans are
deeply disturbed about the split in the Democratic Party over the bombing of North
Vietnam, the proposals that there be a unilateral halt in the bombing, - I
cannot see low any member of Congre ss who has seen photos of men and supplies moving
from North 171 ?m_t/}((\durt\n:“;he Tet New Year's truce can possibly favor an
halt in the bombinge I am convinced that those New-’; Year's

reinforcements resulte; in hundreds of American and South Vietnamese deaths.

I do not contend that criticism of American policy in Vietnam should be
silenced, But I do maintain that a political party divideJ; against itself
& cannot lead this nation effectively in “HNEEER war, or lead us- to peace, Such

dissension makes it more difficult to obtain the pea;f that all Americans want, The

8)flut Agve 2 Cn L owns f2e L Y2
President himself has said that eriticismjencourafes Hanoi to keep on
fighting,

~ha _‘malntamed a responsible position,

turmoil, the Opposition Party W We have

2mid all this domegtic
criticized the Presiden ﬁr v push‘. for an early end to the warg with

an honorable conclusion. ﬁWe have chafed at gr ualism)but we have not sought

p——————

military victory or mmx unconditional surrendere| There 1is good reason to wonder

whether the President would pursue a course of g radualism in the Viotnam War if he had
T ——
it all t.o do over again. h It is as easy to see as deBergerac's nose that the

enemy has more tima to o EL and, to plan countermoves when his adversary

turns up the screws only a
e
has everpfought a war with such self-imposed limitations,

I believe the way to a settlement in Vietnam is to maintain steady pressure on

at a time., No major power

Ho Chi Minh while a government with popular support emerges in South Vietnam, The

solution in Vietnam must be essentially politi€al. No segimseiweewwsisfsowe rule imposed
by the military can result in a stable government or a semblance of peace in Vie tnam,

—
:ﬂi The hope for peace and stability in % South Vietnam is the evolving popular

<

government, We can only "win" there through land reform and democracy-building.
Necessary military action must be supported by effective political and economic measuresg
ereation of a genuine non-Communist political base, We must idagxtify ourselves with
the advocates of civii;\ian rule in South Vietnam, as sumbolized by the new coi@stitution.
In foreign and domestic policy, the role of the oppositig'x\lkis\%;én‘tially that
of watchdog, We owe it to the American people to keep tabs on the other ;Z: party

and to blow the whistle on mistakes or malfeasfance,
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————— < ~
The best vehicle for mmmkx political watchdog activity is in the
T o /

British system--an twsmme: investigative committee ¥k run by the minority, Republicans

have urged such a committee be establishedi® in the U.,S. House of Representatives but 1:1\‘7'

afe not holding our breaths while it happens,

e Y

Consequent]y, we can only point to ii majority party " blunders or omssions
ey oy T
as we millgs=be uncover them with the meager mvestigativ'e m and research

regources we posse SSe
We raise Questions and hope that the American people will answer them with’an
affirmative vote for the Republican Party in 1968,

oo —————
o —_—

e o

Why & AdsmwinErcpapiisakes are American high school students lagging/behind

e

Japan and Euswssempemkx four other nations in their knowledge of mathemdtics? What
————

are we doing to imphrove our schools besides pumping billions of smfederal dollars into

them=-in many cases, fox projects of dubious or merginel value? Why are educstors

p——

h—
wktrfewy in large numbers\protesting to #Emmge Congre ss about féderalmme red tape in

connection with dollar grants\and sbout federal interference/in operation of local schoolp?

Why should this become a {giota Jociety? Does anybody really believe that the
University of Michigan: discriminates against Negroes as a matter of official
poticy? Why then should the federal ghvernment tell the universityg that its
federal research contracts will be withdrdwn unléss the university hires more Negroes

for campus jobsg and recruits more Negro facilty members and students? Is ours to

becons a@oercedSociety / P
45 Wi~ 7/'\ ML 4,4_, eV N
How serious is tha//As ke PR about 2 pollution? How many Americans

realize that the city of Washi on 1s the fourth dirdiest * city in the Nation
and that one third of the poXlution emanates from Federal Government hesting plants?

Is it not a full and ‘complete partnership of govermmépt and busine ss that we

need to lick water % air pollution and not just government swinging a big stick at

industry?

/——--\ i
Americans realize that the United States imckewmmiag inpulling its
——

. o
lations out of France behind almost & $1 billion wodth of

facilities for which theX¥& Fpench probably won't pay us a cent? Did you know\that
theée facilities include entire towns--with hospitals, schools, libraries, hous

swimming pools and bowling alleys, to be taken over by the French? b

T
How many Americans think about the fact that the Federal Gove nt is deeply

fora®
in deficit and has been for six full fiscal yesars? How many know a/w feder a

debt now Eamssass runs $1L billion a year, the second largest single item in Tha _
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i o s
gfederal budget? How many Americans realize that t iscal 1968 budget probably

will run to $15 billion or more and that if the present economic downturn deepens
into a recession the deficit will be even more mountainous?

The huge deficits we now are facing point up the choice the opposition }W
offers the voters as We approach 1968,

Republicans believe in progress at a pace the people can; afford, We
believe that if federal spending runs wild, this weakens the foundations of our

— ~non-assenti

economy, The President ismk asking for higher taxes. We believe/(fexﬁlﬂ' spending
should be cute

g—

4 basic difference gm between the two parties is that tw
g;cratic Partyisiitmmssian prescribes

-w “‘ e - b AW e o E raBiN e s AR . 801v
a federaly pill for every ill, The Republican sx Party‘mmx would shift more R
p—

responsibility to kkieesia= state and local governments and to the private sector.

C“Z l The Republican Party ﬁ is conceyned that the other party's philosophy offftex and
destroys

tax, spend and spendW individual incentive by siphoning

off too much of the people's income in higher taxes,
/-—\
While the Democratic Party eiSesss advances proposals that rely primarily on
P—— P e
federal money, fiiwmk federdlms power and federal control, the Republican Party
proposes feddral #ax-sharing to aid the cities and states, tax credits as incentives
~for tuition and o oll
for a massive nationwide cleamp of our air and water, tax credits/to make this
nation of college students, tax credits to industry to launch a nationwide
on-the-job training program as an assault on hard-core zmempksmjmmst unemployment.
i‘«) tInoentives, not red tape andA%ederal power, That's the way of the opposition party.
—_—

We = believe there should be largescale business involvement in the solving of our

social ills, morallty

m&t the outset I spoke of a # 1ssue that n: will transcend all else

in 1968. £4
R
lIn the final analysis, this translates itself into i- quest i oneRINREElRESSey,
% confidence in j Afacy ol Cding - V— S
(av. < z & 5

mivkenals news commentator Walter Lippmenn is among t hose who a
e —— ‘;?%WUM\ 2 L, s>
credibility gap in Weekkesbexziedex the coun the resulf of a deliberate policy

& ’ - S
of artificial manipulation of official news,." &qﬁ%“ﬁmnn saysz%&refuses

to accept at face value what the Federal Government says and doese
Is it any wonder that our young people today ask...Who and what can we believe?
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iy P B g ———
l This=--the Credibility Gap- an intolerable situation, e whatever its

cause, -ﬁ/;;: I lieve it springs from this Administration's search for
consensus, its abhorrence of dissent,Alits attempt to foist a kind of absolutism
on the American peopleg.a kind of benevolent deskeipnxaisimsc despotism.

Q‘Ea recent press conference, President Johnson spoke of the Republican
opposition in the same breath with his adversaries overseas, I really do not
halie“;'e the Loyal Oppositi.on is that formidable.

% ask only that the American people give the Loyal Opposition a
hearing--and then act on the evidence.
| As_Edmund Burke said: "Al1l that is necessary for the forces of evil to win

in the world is for enough good men to do nothing."

If, as the figures indicate, 2 xmgjmmt majority of the registered voters are

e

Democrats) then let them ponder the words of a Democratic presidenty Woodrow Wilsong

WEEsen told theflEX American people: ®"Liberty cannot exist where government takes

care of the people, but it can only thrive where the people take care of the

govergmant." #
the voters offthis Nation
@his I ask--that the be attentive to their first and foremost
# see I =
== task-fthat governmment in America ﬁn servant and not the master of the people,
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Ladies and geuntlemen: I come to you tonight as the leader of the oppesition
in one House of the Congress. My task, as I see it, is to sketch for you an
outline of the Oppositien Rele. What should the role of the oppositiom be and
how should we go abeut fulfilling 1t?

Many Americans don’'t vealisze it, but the present two-party system im
Americea polities goes back 112 years. Tomight I am going to concern myself
primarily with the current situation because there is so much tc be said

about the problems now facing this Natiom.

Bluntly put and viewed in purely pelitical terms, the missicn of the
sinority party is to became the majerity. That is, the Outs are constaatly
striving to become the Ins. That's what Raspublicans ars workimg for right now--

to become the In-Group.

There is far more to the role of the opposition than a simple drive for
powar, of course. UWe im the oppesition must seek to gserve the American people:
wve must offer them a2 better course than that of the other party. We must offer
them a New Direction im govermment and persuade the voters that this lNew Directiom

will lead the Natiem ia the paths of peace sund prosperity.

If 1 did not believe that the Republicsm Party had sounder solutions te
offer the Americsn pesple I weuld not be standing before you at this mement.

The role ef the oppesition in Congress is critical at this time. The

Nation is at a crossreads in economic affairs and the Vietnam War.

The record the Repwblican Party makes in the 90th Comgress is extremely
important ia terms of the 1968 election. It will be the record that the next
Republicsn presidential candidate will run om.

Seme Americans believe the rele of the oppesition should be solely to oppose.
In my view, it goes far beyomd that. Certainly we sheuld oppose when we believe
that the majority party is mistaken ia its programs and comcepts. DBut we also
sust propose. Ve must effer the people 2 choice, tall them hew we would uy

N

the Nation's affairs if given the epportwmity.
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It is only some 15 menths before the two major political parties meet in
convention to name their presddaitial candidates. Already the issues of the
1968 campaign are taking shape. It will be an historic campaign-—a campaign
wvhich will shape the destiny of America far imto the future.

In recent years, natiomal elections in the United States have been decided

on the basis of two broad isswes——pesce and prosperity.

1 submit that ias the 1968 slection the issue of peace will involve far
sore than the Vietnam Var, other possible wars of liberatiom, the future of the
North Atlantic Treaty Opganisation and a pessible detente with the Communist

bloc nations of Europe.

That issue will transcend the wsusl concerns of foreign confliet and alliances

to enwrap itself in an owerriding issve of natiomal merxalirey.
This worality issue has a nwmber of offshoots or related issues.

One of these is the Rthies in Congress Issue, as exemplified by the Powell
and Dodd cases. The one case involves alleged misuse of publie funds:; the other,

alleged misuse of campaign funde. They are different cases, yet related.

The thrust of both the Powell sand the Dedd cases is that they peimt up the
need for a Cede of 0fficdal Conduct ia Congress.

Let me say at this point that the House of Representatives is well én
its way toward establishing a Select Committes on Official Conduct—and it was
primarily Republicsn pressurs that brought it about. We ealled for establishment
of an ethics watchdog committes in our Republican State of the Union Message om
January 19, aaud the House Republican Policy Committes promptly endorsed it. This

relates to the Powasll case.

Republicans have beem pressimg sinee last year for an Election Refora Law.
At this peint, I am forced to say that cur insistence on Election Law Reform
has been voeal and persisteat, unlike that of President Johnson. We are determined
to clean wp campaign fumd-raisimg and destrey all the evils that sprimg from such
organisations as the Thousand-Dollar President's Club.
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It is interesting to recall that President Johmson toock Senator Dodd with
him vhen he flew tc the Democratic conveantion in 1964--to mislead the press inteo

thinking he had tapped Dodd and not Hubert Humphrey as his running mate.

Republicans are determined to cleose the Ethics Gap. Ve are also bent

on winning the war against crime.

Why are we today plagued with g crime wave that rises and swells until a

complete breakdown of law and order is threatened?

I believe it is blcuxu the so-called Creat Society is a permissive society
which encourages disrespect for law and ordc?. We are reaping the whirlwind--
the fruit of ysars of permissiveness in the family, imadequate discipline im the
public schools, a shortage of dediecated teachers, evolutioan of the attitude that
an Ameriean need omly obey those laws he deems morally justified, and glerification

of violence and rebelliom.

Vhile this may seem unrelated to the coemposition of the Congress and the
occupant of the White House, it is defimitely intertwined. It is part of the
moral fabric of the couatry, that intamgible called atwosphere.

It enters inte the differemce in asppreach by the two parties to the overall
issue of crime. I am mot going to discuss the crime issue in detail here except
te emphasize that the war against erime must be fought on many fromts and with
a sultitude of weapoas. Ve in the Comgress must help local communities expand
and improve their police forces and we must make the latest and best informstiom
on crime detection tacties and techmigues svailsble to them. We must also
strengthem our probatiomsry and rehsbilitations systems to prevent as best as we

can the pattern of the criminal repeater.

Beyond that let us discard the idea that it is subversive to criticize the
Suprems Court. Let us examine court decisions on questioning of suspeets and
permissibility of volumtary confessions as courtroos evidence and draw a line
which balps our lasw emforcement officlals without imterfering with the cemstitutiomal
rights of iadividual citizens.

And let us outlaw all wiretapping and eavesdropping by um‘un& eit@

~/
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but make this tool available to law eaforcers under court order as they mske war
on organized crime. The comstitutiomal right of privacy is a priceless right,

but so too is the right of an American citizem to be protected against professional
crininals. Law enforcemsnt agencies must have more power if they are to deal
effectively with organized crime.

We have talked of the two major parties in their spproaches to the Ethics
Gap in Congress and the Merality Gap that divides the Matioan. Let us spesk

nov of Viatnam.

What {s the rele of the opposition on Vietmam? With few exceptions, Re-
publicans support the President in his presest course—his view that ocaly
unrelenting military pressure will cause the enemy to talk peace. Meantime,
Republicans are daeply disturbed about the split in the Democratic Party over
the bohbing of Nerth Vietnam, the proposals that there be a unilateral halt im
the bombing. I cannot see how aany mewber of Congress who has seen photos of men
and supplies moving from North to South Vietnam during the Tet New Year's truce
can possibly favor an unconditional unilsteral halt in the bombing. I am convinced
that those New Ysar's reinforcememts resulted in hundreds of American and South

Vietnanese deaths.

I do not contend that criticism of Americen policy in Vietnam should be
silenced. But, I do maintain that e political party divided against itself can-
not lead this nation effectively in war, or lead us to peace. Such dissension
makes it more difficult to obtain the pesce that all Americans want. The
President himself has said that criticism of the doves in his own party emncourages

Hanoi to keep on fighting.

Amid all this domestic turmeil, the Oppesitiecn Party has mainteined & re-
sponsible positicn. Ve have criticised the President but only to push for an
early end to the war with an homorable conclusion. WUe have chafed st gradwalism,

but we have not sought military viecteory or unconditional surrender.

There is good reason to wonder whether the Presidemt would pursue a course
of gradualisa in the Vietnsm War if he had it all to do over again. It is as
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easy to see as deBergerac’s nose that the enemy has'more time to build up stremgth
and to plan courtermoves when his adversary turms up the screws omly a fraction

at a time. No major power has ever befors fought a war with such self-imposed

limitations.

I believe the way to a settlement iz Vietnam is to maintain steady pressure
on Ho Chi Minh while 2 govermment with a pepular support emerges im South
Vietnam. The solutios in Vietnam must be essentially political. ¥o rule imposed
by the military can reswit ia a stsble govermment or & sewblance of peace in

Vistaam.

The best hope for peace and stability inm South Vietnam is the evolvimg popular
government. We can oaly "wia” there through land reform snd democracy-building.
Necessary military actiom must be supported by effective political sand ecomemic
neasure aimed at the creatiom of a gemuime non-Communist pelitical base. Ve must
identify curselves with ths advocates of civilian rule in South Vietnam, as
synbolised by the new comnstitutiea.

In fereign and domestic policy, the rols of the opposition in Congress is
essentially that of watchdog. We owe it to the Americam people to keep tabs on
the other party and te blow the whistle on mistakes or malfeasance.

The best véhicle for political watehdog activity is present im the British
systes-—an investigative committee run by the mimority., Rspublicans have urged
such a committea be sstablished in the U.S5. House of Representatives but we
are not holding our breaths while it happens.

How mamy Americans think about the fact that the Federal government is
desply in deficit and has been for six full fiscal years? How many kmow that
interest on the Federal debt now runs $14 billiom a year, the second largest singlé
item in the Faderal budget?! How meny Americans realize that the deficit in the
fiscal 1968 budget prebably will run te $15 billion or more snd thaet if the
preseat economiec downturn deepens into a recsssionthe deficit will be even more

wountainous?

The bhuge deficits we now are facimg point up the choice the oppositiom
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party offers the voters as we approach 1968,

Republicans believe in progress at a pace the people can afford. We
believe that if Federal spending runs wild, thisweakens the foundatioms of our
economy. The President is askimg for higher taxes. We believe nom-sssential

Federal spending should be ecut.

A basic difference between the twe parties is that the Democratic Party
prescribes a Federal pill for every ill. The Republican Party would shift more
problem-solving responsibility to state and loecal governments and to the private

”*t Ld -

The Republican Party is concernmed that the other party's philosophy of "tax
and tax, spend and spend”’ destroys individual incentive by siphoning off too much

of the people's incoms in higher taxes.

While the Democratic Party advances propesals that rely prhm.-rny on Federal
money, Federal power and Federal comtrol, the Republiesm Party proposes Federal tax~
sharing to aid the cities and stetes, tax credits as incentives for a2 massive nation-
wida cleanup of ocur air sand witer, tax credits for tuitiom and other colleges expenses
I::h this a nationm of college students, tax credits te imdustry to launch a natiomwide

on~the-job training program as an asssult on hard-core unemployment. j

Incentives, not red tape and excessive Federal power. That's the way of the
eppesition party. Ve believe there should be large-seale business iavolvement
in the solving of our secial ills.

At the cutset I spoke of a morality issue that will transcend all else in 1968,

In the final analysis, this trasslates itself into a question of econfidence
in the preseant Administration. Noted news commentator, Walter Lippmana, is among
those wvho poimnt to a eredibility gep in the country teday. Lippmasa says it is
"the result of a deliberate policy of artificial msmipulation of official news.”
As a consequencs, Lippmsan says the puwblic simply refuses to accept at face valwe
what the Federal goverament says sad does.

- .__\\

Is 1t eny wender that our young pasple todsy ssk...Who and what can ‘we.
believe?
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‘This-~the Credibility Gap--poses an intolerable situatioa, whatever its cause.
1 believe it springs from this Administration's search for consensus, its abhorrence
of dissent, its attempt to foist a kind of absolutism on the American people...a
kind of bemevolent despotism.

At a recent prass confersence, President Johmsor speoke of the Republican
opposition in the same breath with his adversaries overseas. I really do not

belisve the Loyal Opposition is that formidable.

I ask oaly that the Americam people give the Loyal Opposition a hearimg—

and them act on the evidence.

As Edmund Burke said: "All that is necessary for the forces of evil to win

in the world is for enough good men to do nothing.”

If, as the figures imdicate, a2 majority of the registered voters are Democrats,
then let them ponder the werds of a Democratiec President, Woodrow Wilson, who
told the Ameriwan peeple: “Liberty cannot exist where government takes care of

the peeple, but 1if can only thrive where the people take care of the government.”

This I ask-~that the voters of this Nation be attemtive to their first and
foramost tahkk--to see that govermment in America is the servant and not the master

of the people.

feaaeesiess
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Excerpts from an Address by Rep. Gerald R, Ford, R-Mich., at Colgate University
For Release on Delivery at 8 p.m. Sunday, April 9, 1967, at Hamilton, N,Y,

Why are we today plagued with a crime wave that rises and swells until a
complete breakdown of law and order is threatened?

I believe it is because the so-called Great Society is a permissive society
which encourages disrespect for the Rule of Law, We are reaping a whirlwind--the
fruit of years of permissiveness in the family, inadequate discipline in the public
schools and a shortage of dedicated teachers, evolution of the attitude that an
4dmerican need only obey those laws he deems morally justified, and glorification
of violence and rebellion.

While this may seem unrelated to the composition of the Congress and the
occupant of the White House, it is definitely intertwined, It is part of the moral
fabric of the country, that intangible called national atmosphere. It enters into
the difference in approach by the two parties to the overall issue of crime,

I am not going to discuss the crime issue in detail here except to emphasize
that the war against crime must be fought on many fronts and with a variety of
weapons,

We in the Congress must help local communities expand and improve their
police forces and we must make the latest and best information on crime detection
tactics and techniques available to them, We must also greatly strengthen our
probationary and rehabilitation systems to prevent as best we can the pattern of
criminal repeaters,

Beyond that let us discard the idea that it is subversive to criticize the
Supreme Court, We must be deeply concerned with individual rights., But let us
examine court decisions on the questioning of suspects and the permissibility of
voluntary confessions as courtroom evidence and then draw a line which alds our
law enforcement officials without interfering with the constitutional rights of
individual citizens,

And let us outlaw all wiretapping and eavesdropping by unauthorized citizens
but make this tool available to law enforcers under court order as they make war

on organized crime,

s a® T
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The constitutional right of privacy is a priceless right, but so too is the
right of an American citizen to be protected against professional criminals,

I do not contend that criticism of American policy in Vietnam should be
silenced. But I do maintain that a political party divided against itself cannot
lead this Nation effectively in time of war, or lead us to peace., Such dissension
makes it more difficult to obtain the peace that all Americans want. The President
himself has said that criticism by the doves in his own party encourages Hamoi to
keep on fighting,

Amid all this domestic turmoil, the Opposition Party has maintained a
responsible position, We have criticized the President only to push for an early
end to the war, with an honorable conclusion. We have chafed at gradualism but we
have not sought military victory or unconditional surrender.

There is good reason to wonder whether the President would pursue acourse of
gradualism in the Vietnam War if he had it all to do over again., It is as easy to
see as the nose on DeBergerac's face that the enemy has more time to build up his
strength and to plan countermoves when his adversary turns up the screws only a
fraction at a time, No major power has ever before fought a war with such self-
imposed limitations.

I believe the way to peace in Vietnam is to keep steady pressure on Ho Chi
Minh while helping a government with popular support to emerge in South Vietnam.
The ultimate solution in South Vietnam wust be essentially political, No rule im- .
posed by the military can result in a stable government or lasting peace in Vietnam.

The best hope for peace and stability in South Vietnam is the evolving
popular government, We can only "win" there through land reform and democracy-
building, Necessary military action must be supported by effective political and
economic measures aimed at creation of a genuine non-Communist political base. We
must identify ourselves with the advocates of civilian rule in South Vietnam, as
symbolized by the new constitution,.

* k%

I ask only that the American people give the Loyal Opposition a hearing
~-and then act on the evidence,

If, as the figures indicate, a majority of the registered voters are
Democrats, then let them ponder the words of a Democratic president. Woodrow
Wilson told the American people: '"Liberty canuot exist where government takes care

of the people, but it can only thrive where the people take care of the government."

THHEHE
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Why are we today plagued with a crime wavg that rises and swells until a
complete breakdown of law and order is threatened?

I believe it is because the so-called Great Sociéty is a permissive society
which encourages disrespect for the Rule of Law, We are reaping a whirlwind-~the
fruit of years of permissiveness in the family, inadequate discipline in the public
schools and a shortage of dedicated teachers, evolution of the attitude that an
American need only obey those laws he deems morally justified, and glorification
of violence and rebellion.

While this may seem unrelated to the composition of the Congress and the
occupant of the White House, it is definitely intertwined, It is part of the moral
fabric of the country, that intangible called national atmosphere, It enters into
the difference in approach by the two parties to the overall issue of crime.

I am not going to discuss the crime issue in detail here except to emphasize
that the war against crime must be fought on many fronts and with a variety of
weapons,

We in the Congress must help local communities expand and improve their
police forces and we must make the latest and best information on crime detection
tactics and techniques available to them, We must also greatly strengthen our
probationary and rehabilitation systems to prevent as best we can the pattern of
criminal repeaters.

Beyond that let us discard the idea that it is subversive to criticize the.
Supreme Court, We must be deeply concerned with individual rights. But let us
examine court decisions on the questioning of suspects and the permissibility of
voluntary confessions as courtroom evidence and then draw a line which aids our
law enforcement officials without interfering with the constitutional rights of
individual citizens,

And let us outlaw all wiretapping and eavesdropping by unauthorized citizens
but make this tool available to law enforcers under court order as they make war

on organized crime,



‘2-

The constitutional right of privacy is a priceless righc; but so too is the
right of an American citizen to be protected against professioqél criminals,

I do not contend that criticism of American policy iam V;itn-m should be
silenced, But I do maintaih that a political party divided AQginst itself cannot
lead éhis Nation effectively in time of war, or lead us to peace, Such dissemsion
makes it more difficult to obtain the peace that all Americans want., The President
himself has sald that criticism by the doves in his own party encourages Hamoi to
keep on fighting,

Amid all this domestic turmoil, the Opposition Party has maintained a
responsible position, We have criticized the President only to push for an early
end to the war, with an honorable conclusion, We have chafed at gradualism but we
have not sought military victory or unconditional surrender.

There is good reason to wonder whether the President would pursue acourse of
gradualism in the Vietnam War if he had it all to do over again. It 1s as easy to
see as the noge on DeBergerac's face that the enemy has more time to build up his
strength and to plan countermoves when his adversary turns up the screws only a
fraction at a time. No major power has ever before fought a war with such self-
imposed limitations,

I believe the way to peace in Vietnam is to keep steady pressure on Ho Chi
Minh while helping a government with popular support to emerge in South Vietnam,
The ultimate solution {n South Vietnam must be essentially political, No rule im- .
posed by the military can result in a stable government or lasting peace in Vietnam,

The best hope for peace and stability in South Vietnam is the evolving
popular govermment, We can only "win' there through land reform and democracy-
building, Necessary military action must be supported by effective political and
economic measures aimed at creation of a genuine non-Communist political base. We
must identify ourselves with the advocates of civilian rule in South Vietnam, as
symbolized by the new comstitution. |

* K *

I ask only that the American people give the Loyal Opposition a hearing
--and then act on the evidence,

1f, as the figures indicate, a majority of the registered voters are
Democrats, then let them ponder the words of a Democratic president, Woodrow
Wilson told the American people: 'Liberty canmot exist where government takes care

of the people, but it can only thrive where the people take care of the govermment."
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Why are we todsy plagued with a crime wave that rises and swells until a
conplete breakdown of law and order is threatened?

I believe it is because the so-called Great Society is a permissive society
which encourages disrespect for the Rule of Lawe, We are reaping a whirlwind--the

et e
fruit of years of permissiveness in the family, inad8quate iscipline/\and a shortage
Ao Acaled

ofﬂteachers ,&m evolution of the attitude that an American needmmi only

obey laws he deems morally Jjustified, and glorification of violenceﬂ rebell iong

s borterdormigs

While this may seem unrelat;eccé2 ] the ompiosition of the Congress and the
occupant of the White House, it is 'wntertﬁnad. It is part of the moral
fabric of the country, intangible called national atmosphere., It enters into
the difference in spproach by ths two parties to the overall issue of crime,

I am not going to discuss the crime issue in detail here except to emphasigze
that the war against cz;ima must be fought on many fronts: and with a variety of
weapons, Nk

We in the £m Congre ss must help local communities expand and improve their police
forces and we must 3m make the latest and best information on crime detection amx
tactics and techniques xx availab3e to them. We must also xkxw greatly strengthen our
probationary and rehabilitation systems to prevent as best we can the pattern of
criminal repeaters,

Beyond that let us discard the idea that it is subversive to criticize the
Supreme Court. We must be deeply concerned with individuel rights. But let us
examine court decisions on the questioning of suspects and the permissibility of
voluntary confe ssions as courtroom evidence and then draw a line which aids our
law enforcement officials without interfering xkmx with the constitutional rights of
individual eitizens,

And let us outlaw all wiretaﬁplng and iesdropp!.ng by unauthorised ciyizens but
meke this ZwexeefxzrEemert tool available to law enforcers under court order as they

make war on organized crime
g ‘ - NN
The constitutional right of privacy is ag priceless right, but so too is the Pight
{ d W@MQ
of an American citizen to be protected agai tAcriminals. ,
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I do not contend that criticism of American policy in Vietnam should be
silenced, But I do maintain that a political party divided against itself cannot
lead this Nation effectively in time of war, or lead us to peace. Such dissension
makes it more difficult to obtain the peace that all Americans want, The President
himself has said that criticism by the doves in his own party encourages Hanol to
keep on fighting,

Amid all this domestic turmoil, the Opposition Party has maintained a
responsible position. We have criticized the President only to push for an early
end to t he war, with an honorable conclusion., We have chafed at graduslism but we
have not sought military victery or mmsx unconditional surrender,

There is good reason to wonder whether the President would p course of
gradualism in the Vietnam War if he had it all to do over again., It is as easy to
sec as the nose on DeBergerac's face that the enemy has more time to build up his
strength and to plan countermoves when his adwersary turns up the screws only a
fraction at a time., No major power has ever before fought a war with such
self-imposed limitations,

I believe the way to peace inj Vietnam is to keep steady pressure on Ho Chi Minh
while helping a government with popular support to emsrge in South Vietnam, The
ultimate solution in South @@ Vietnam must be essentially politicale. No rule inposed

by the military canresult in a stable government or-ss lasting

peace in Vietnam.

Thegbest hope for peace and stability in South Vietnam Ais the e volving popuilar
government. We can only "win" there through land reform and democracy-building.
Necessary military action must be m supported by effective onlitical and
economic measures aimed at creation of a genuine non-Communist political base, We
must identify ourselves with the advocates of civilian rule in Southr;Vietnam, as
symbolized by the new constitution,

* *

I ask only that the American people give the Loyal Opposition a hearing--and
then act on the evidence.

If, as the figures indicate, Pmam o majority of the registered voters are
Democrats, then let them ponder the words of a Democratic president. Woodrow Wilson

told the American people: "Liberty cannot e xist where government takes care of the

people, but it can only thrive where the people take care of the government,"
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Why are we today plagued with a crime wavé that rises and swells until a
complete breakdown of law and order is threatened?

I believe it is because the sc-called Great Society is a permissive society
which encourages disrespect for the Rule of Law, We are reaping a whirlwind--the
fruit of years of permissiveness in the family, inadequate discipline in the public
schools and a shortage of dedicated teachers, evolution of the attitude that an
4dmerican need only obey those laws he deems morally justified, and glorification
of violence and rebellion,

While this may seem unrelated to the composition of the Congress and the
occupant of the White House, it is definitely intertwined, It is part of the moral
fabric of the country, that intangible called national atmosphere. It enters into
the difference in approach by the two parties to the overall issue of crime,

1 am not going to discuss the crime issue in detail here except to emphasize
that the war against crime must be fought on many fronts and with a variety of
weapons,

We in the Congress mﬁst help local communities expand and improve their
police forces and we must make the latest and best information on crime detection
tactics and techniques available to them, We must also greatly strengthen our
probationary and rehabilitation systems to prevent as best we can the pattern of
criminal repeaters,

Beyond that let us discard the idea that it is subversive to criticize ﬁhe_
Supreme Court, We must be deeply concerned with individual rights, But let us
examine court decisions on the questioning of suspects and the permissibility of
voluntary confessions as courtroom evidence and then draw a line which aids our
law enforcement officials without interfering with the constitutional rights of
individual citizens,

And let us outlaw all wiretapping and eavesdropping by unauthorized citizens
but make this tool available to law enforcers under court order as they make war

on organized crime,



-2-

The constitutional right of privacy is a priceless right, but so too is the
right of an American citizen to be protected against professional criminals,

I do not contend that criticism of American policy in Vietnam should be
silenced, But I do maintain that a political party divided against itself cannot
lead this Nation effectively in time of war, or lead us to peace. Such dissension
makes it more difficult to obtain the peace that all Americans want, The President
himself has said that criticism by the doves in his own party encourages Hamoi to
keep on fighting,

Amid all this domestic turmoil, the Opposition Party has maintained a
responsible position, We have criticized the President only to push for an early
end to the war, with an honorable conclusion, We have chafed at gradualism but we
have not sought military victory or unconditional surrender.

There is good reason to wonder whether the President would pursue acourse of
gradualism in the Vietnam War if he had it all to do over again. It is as easy to
see as the nose on DeBergerac's face that the enemy has more time to build up his
strength and to plan countermoves when his adversary turns up the screws only a
fraction at a time., No major power has ever before fought a war with such self-
imposed limitations.

I believe the way to peace in Vietnam is to keep steady pressure on Ho Chi
Minh while helping a government with popular support to emerge in South Vietnam.
The ultimate solution in South Vietnam must be essentially political. No rule im- .
posed by the military can result in a stable govermnment or lasting peace in Vietnam.

The best hope for peace and stability in South Vietnam is the evolving
popular government., We can only "win' there through land reform and democracy-
building, Necessary military action must be supported by effective political and
economic measures aimed at creation of a genuine non-Communist political base. We
must identify ourselves with the advocates of civilian rule in South Vietnam, as
symbolized by the new constitution,

* k k

I ask only that the American people give the Loyal Opposition a hearing
--and then act on the evidence,

1f, as the figures indicate, a majority of the registered voters are
Democrats, then let them ponder the words of a Democratic president, Woodrow
Wilson told the American people: '"Liberty cannot exist where government takes care

of the people, but it can only thrive where the people take care of the government."
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