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NATIONAL ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION INC.
610 RING BUILDING, WASHINGTON, D. C. 20036, FE 8-3585

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Houston, Texas, October 19, 1966 ---- "Big government does a lot
that affects you, and government does a lot to you, " said Minority Leader
of the U. S, House of Representatives, Congressman Gerald Ford (R-Michigan)
at the 65th Anniversary Convention of the National Electrical Contractors
Association in Houston, Texas today. He adds '.... government must
be controlled, and only the people can control it.'" Federal government
size will be contained by strengthening state and local governments.
Businessmen must participate in the legislative process if they would have
a hand in shaping legislation. The best way to do this is by electing a
voice in Washington through a wise choice of representatives.

The full text follows:
THE POSITIVE APPROACH - BUSINESSMAN IN POLITICS

Ladies and Gentlemen:

I am very happy to be here with you, and to demonstrate my pleasure I am
going to let you in on a new economic theory advanced by a.newspaperman who
recently shared it with me.

Over a long period going back nearly to the turn of the century, this news-
paper chap has studied the length of women's skirts. By close and unceasing
observation, he came to an unshakable and unswerving conclusion.

That conclusion was that the hemline of women's shirts rises in good times--
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you know, things are looking up, as they say--and the hemline falls in bad times.

My friend says he has charts put together by the National Geographic Society
to prove it.

The charts reveal that the skirt began sneaking upward about 1912 until it
reached the middle of the calf, In the 1920‘5 it kept on inching up. And by
1927, girls who blush easily were afraid to sit down. My friend says those were
real good times.

Of course, when the stock market dropped into the cellar in 1929, hem-
lines on skirts fell too. The outlook was really depressing in the early 1930's,

Since then there has been an upward trend, except for some sag in skirts in
the depression years.

Is there really something to my friend's theory?

Judging by what's happened in the stock market lately, I have the feeling that

his ideas don't actually hold up. Or maybe government officials have been

keeping too close an eye on hemlines instead of watching the Dow~Jones averagés.

Current developments in women's hemlines and in the economy generally make
it clear just how big a role government occupies in your life and mine.

The people who make women's skirts would like government to mind its own
business. But for other businessmen, government is a big customer, and so they
cultivate Big Brother.

When Big Government regulates, business naturally complains. When Big
Government talks, business listens. When Big Government orders, business obeys.

Is Big Government important to you men in the electrical contracting business?
You bet it is. Government does a lot that affects you, and Government does a lot
to you.

Let me cite an instant example.

You men may not have been bothered too much by the recession in the home
building industry. As I understand it, you are primarily involved in industrial

construction.
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Investment in industrial plant is of vital concern to you. So, too, are
federal building plans, since the federal government is the largest single customer
for construction services,

As you are well aware, this nation-is in the grip of a dangerous inflationary
upswing. Another way to put it is that the bloom is off the boom, and the country
is in trouble, with high prices and high interest rates.

The home building industry is in deep trouble, and so the Congress has acted
to pump more money into mortgage lending.

The American people are deeply concerned about inflation, and so Congress has
acted to dampen what the President has called a highly inflationary sector of the
economy--industrial construction. We have temporarily withdrawn the 7 per cent
investment tax credit. The President has also indicated cutbacks in federal con-
struction tn a move to help cool off the overheated economy.

We know that suspension of the investment tax credit will slow down industrial
building activity. I only hope that when the full impact of it hits that it will
not cause a recession in that area of the construction industry,

It was with grave misgivings that I voted for suspension of the investment
tax credit. But because the Administration had relied almost exclusively on high
interest rates to curb inflation, there was really not much choice.

Without intending to be partisan, I feel compelled at this point to say that
a cutback in federal non-military spending as early as last January would have been
more effective and much more desirable than the investment credit suspension.....

Some businessmen look upon Washington as the fountain of all wisdom and power,
the proper vehicle for solving most problems, the means of keeping the competition
clean and avoiding recessions.

Others are happy to pocket whatever profits Big Government channels their way
but look upon Washington as their natural enemy.

Still others figure Big Government is too big but decide the best approach is
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to play the game, tune in at the tap and try to live with the monster.

Washington is many things to many people. But that the Government is Big--of
that there is no doubt.

How big is Big Brother? He has roughly 2, 600, 000 civil service employees on
his payroll--about 280,000 in Washington and the rest scattered throughout the
country,

He spends more than $140 billion a year, and his monthly worldwide payroll
comes to a huge $1.5 billion a month.

For businessmen, this giant bureaucracy often means a mountain of red tape
and a steeper and steeper paperwork burden.

Let's be honest about it. Big Brother is a meddler. He calls this meddling
protecting the public interest. Many Americans agree with him. Many others feel
they are being smothefed by Big Government.

The Government is a great collector of statistics, an arbiter of trends, a
publisher of business indicators. Surely no economist is more listened to than
the chairman of the President's Council of Economic Advisers.

But you can get hung on the law of averages. And that's why Secretary of
Commerce John T, Connor, formerly with Merck & Co., has advised business
firms to employ attorneys who are knowledgeable in economics.

""Many people have drowned in water only three feet deep.' Connor points out.

The tone and the amount of federal meddling are pretty much dictated by the
man in the White House, currently Lyndon Johnson, I don't have to tell you how
Mr, Johnson operates with businessmen. Of course, it's only lé_i_g_businessmen he
does business with. This administration has favored big business to the point
that Republicans in Congress had to mount an all~-out campaign to rescue the Small
Business Administration.

It is Mr. Johnson, too, who has made the big decisions on what to do--or not

to do - about inflation.
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He chose to do virtually nothing about inflation until he sent his investment
tax credit suspension plan to Congress. If that works, he can claim the credit.
But if it flops, his will be the blame,

As the danger of inflation has deepened, so has the Administration's involve-
ment in business, |

You are all familiar with the federal government's wage-price guidelines,

We all know what the guidelines were--I say "were'", because there's no
question they're as good as dead--torpedoed by Mr, Johnson himself. We know
that the guidelines were nothing more nor less than informal wage and price controls.

There is no such thing as voluntary guidelines -- not when government enforces
the guidelines by an all-out bare knuckles assault on an entire industry or on its
pace -setters. The guidelines were unworkable.

One reason the guidelines were unworkable was because they were arbitrarily
applied. It just wasn't fair to single out one industry and club it down while
allowing price increases in another area of the economy.

Iwon'tdoa post-mortem on the demise of the guidelines. It's obvious why
they collapsed. I have mentioned the guidelines only to underscore the extent of
government meddling in private business under the guise of protecting the public
interest.

I have also cited the guidelines and other areas of government-business
relations to underscore how important it is to you what kind of government you have
in Washington,

It's great to rake in federal dollars, but there's always the rub of government
regulations and sometimes the need to clear business decisions with Washington.

Getting along with the federal bureaucracy sometimes is compared to a Karate
match, You need somebody who knows the ropes to give the federal agencies a good
chop once in a while. You know, just to keep them loose. You need good, tough men

in Washington, You need congressmen and senators who don't join the club but look
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out for the interests of all the people--and that means all the taxpayers.

I have talked of the expanding Government role in price-setting. This is done
in the name of voluntary restraint and a fight against inflation.

But the ridiculous aspect of it is that this Administration fails to set an
example, What you're hearing is a lot of doubletalk~-from the President on down.

Let's put it this way. The Government preaches economy, but it keeps right
on spending money like the proverbial drunken sailor.

Now what can you do about it? I offer you what I call a positive approach
to politics for businessmen,

George Washington once said: '""Government is like a fire which, if it is
properly controlled, will light your homes and cook your food and run your factories,
but if it is not controllied, it will destroy you. "

I am not suggesting that the federal government be dismantled and shipped back
to the states. Although I am an economic conservative, I don't think that would be
desirable or beneficial.

But I do believe that government must be controlled, and only the people can

control it.
I also believe that the more we strengthen our state and local governments, the
less tendency there will be for federal government to grow ever-larger and more
powerful,
I further believe that the more apathetic the people are about their federal
government the more it will grow until it becomes virtually uncontrollable.
You men and women in business are important people. You are important not
only in the business field where you carry on your work; you are important in
politics.
You can do business with government, and you should do business with government.

In many cases, it's your bread and butter. All the more reason why you must become

intimately concerned with what kind of government you have,
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Houston, Texzas, October 19, 1966----Following is the text of the address

given by Representative Gerald Ford of Michigan, before the 65th Anniversary
Convention of the National Electrical Congractors Association being held here

this week.
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0f course, m stock market dropped into the cellar in 1929, hemlines on
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Is there really something to my friend's theory?

Judging by what's happened in the stock market lately, I have the feeling that
my friend's theory doesn't actuslly hold up. Or maybe govermment officisls have
been keeping tooc close an eye on hemlines instead of the Dow-Jones averages, now

 that hemlines have climbed as high as four inches above the knee.
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Current developments im women's hemlines and in the economy generally make it /
\ ‘!iigo_r/lggt how big a role govermment oceupies in your life and mine.

The people who mske women's skirts would like govermment to mind its own
business. But for other businessmen, government is a big customer, and so they
cultivate Big Brother.

When Big Government regulates,business naturally complains. When Big Govern-

ment talks, business listens. When Big Government orders, busimess ebeys. -
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Is Big Government important to yoe

You bet it is. Government does a lot that affects you, and Government does a lot
fe v _ ADTANEELT

"Let me cite an instant exsmple.

l’ou men may not have been bothered too much by the recession in the home
bpudh; tmury. As I understand it, you are primarily involved in industrial
construction.

Investment in industrial plant is of vital concern to you. 8o, too, are
federal buildiag iiau. since the federal govermment is the largest single customer

for construction services.
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As you are well aware, this nation i{s i{n the grip of a dangerous u!ht“a;ry
»Qtn.. Another way to put it {s that the bloom is off the boom, and the country
is in tzouble, with high prices and high interest rates.

The home building industry is in deep trouble, and so the Cougress has acted
to pump more money into mortgage leanding.

The American people are deeply concerned about inflation, and so Congress has
acted to dampen what the President has called a highly inflatiomary sector of the
economy-~industrial construction. We have temporarily withdrawn the 7 per cent
investment tax credit. The Presideat has also indicated cutbacks in federal comn-
struction in a move to help cool off the overheated ecomomy.

We know that suspension of the investment tax credit will slow down industrial
building sctivity. I oaly hope that when the full impact of it hits that {t will
not cause a recession in that area of the construction industry.

It vas with grave misgivings that I voted for suspension of the investment
tax credit. But because the Administration had relied almest exclusively on high
interest rates to curb inflatiom, there was really mot much choice.

Without intending to be partisan, I feel compelled at this point to say that
a cutback in federal nome-military spending as early as last January would have been'

more effective and much more desirable than the investment credit suspension.......

Some businessmen look upon Washiangton as the fountainm of all wisdom and power,
the proper vehicle for solvidg most problems, the means of keeping the competition
clean and svoiding recessioms.

Others are happy to pocket whatever profits Big Government channels their way
but look upon Washington as their natural enemy.

8till others figure Big Government is too big but decide the best approach is
to play the game, tune in st the tap and try to live with the monster.

Washington is many things to many people. But that the Government is Big--of

that there is no doubt.

(oK)
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How big is Big Brother? He has roughly 2,600,000 civil service employees on
his payroil--about 280,000 im Washington end the rest scattered througheut the

couttry. £0
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FMU{YH” a year, and his monthly worldwide payroll

comes to a huge $1.5 billion a wmonth.

For businessmen, this giant buresucracy often mesns a8 mountain of red tape
and a steeper and steeper paperwork burden.

Let's be honest about it. Big Brother is a meddler. He calls this meddling
protecting the public interest. Many Americans agree with him. Many others feel
they are being mthcud by li; Government.

-'._‘_,»..«

Kﬁ‘ roment is a great collector of statistics, an arbiter of trends, a
blisher of business indicators. Surely no economist is more listened to than
the chairman of the President's Council of Economic Advisers.

But you can get hung on the law of averages. And that's why Secretary of
:{W;& John T. Comnor,—formerly with Merck & Go.y has advised business firms to
‘ionley sttorneys vho are knowledgesble in economics.

"Ihny people luvo dro\md in water oaly three feet deep,” Conmor points out.

fhe tone and the amount of federal meddling are pretty much dictated by the
man & the White House, curreatly Lyndon Johnson. I don't have to tell you how
Mr. Johnson operates with businessmen. Of course, it's only big businessmen he

doss business with. This edministration has favored big business to the point
that Republicans in Congress had to mount an alle-cut campaign to rescue the Samll

Business Administration. o | H %N’LAQA(  f

/ “Te tg Mr. Johnson, too, who u-dc the big decisions on whet to clo--or not

é
' to &—about inflation.
He chose to do virtuslly nothing about inflation until he sent his investment

J tax eredit suspension plan to Congress. If that works, he can claim the credit.

But if it flops, his will be the blame.
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As the danger of inflatiom hes despsned, so has the Administration's imvolve-
‘ment in business.

You are all familiar with the federal government's wage-price guidelines.

We all know what the guidelines were--1 say "wers", becsuse there's no
question they're deadg=torpedoed by Mr. Johnson himself. We know that
the guidelines were nothing more nor less than informal wage and price controls.

There is no such thing as voluntary guidelines--not when govermment enforces
the guidelines by an alleout bare knuckles assault on an entire industry or on its

' pace-setters. The guidelines were unworkable.

One reason the guidelines were unworkable was because they were arbitrarily
applied. It just wasn't fair to single out one industry and club it down while
: allowing price incresses in another area of the economy.

1 won't do a postemortem on the demise of the guidelines. It's obvious why
they collapsed. I have mentioned the guidelines omly to underscore the extent of
government meddling {n private business under the guise of protecting the public
iaterest.

I have also cited the guidelines and other areas of government-business
relations to underscore how important it is to you what kind of government you have

. in Washington.

It's great to rake in federal dollars, but there's always the xrub of government
regulations and sometimes the need to clear business decisions with Washington.

Getting along with the federsl buresucracy sometimes is compared to a Karate

‘l match. You need somsbody who knows the ropes to give the federal agencies a good

“ chop once in a while. You knmow, just to keep them loocse. You need good, tough men
in Washington. You need congressmen and senators who don't join the club but look
out for the interests of all the people--and that means all the taxpayers.
~ 7! have talked of the expanding Govermment role in price«setting. This is done

4n_the name of voluntary restraint and a fight against inflation.

(onx)
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But the ridiculous aspect of it is that this Administration fails to set an
example., What you're hearing is a lot of doubletalke-from the President on down,

Let's put it this way. The Government preaches economy, but it keeps right
on spending money like the proverbial drunken sailor,

Now what can you do sbout it? I offer you what I call a positive approsch
to politics for businessmen,

Seorge Washington once said: "Government is like a fire which, it it is
properly controlled, will light your homes and cook your food and run your factories,
but if it 1is not comtrolled, it will destroy you."

I am not suggesting that the federal goverument be dismantled and shipped back
to the states. Although I am an economic conservative, I don't think that would be

desirable or beneficial.

But I do believe that government must be gontrolled, and gnly the people can
sontrol it.

I also believe that the more we strengthen our state and local govermments, the
less tendency there will be for federal government to grow ever-larger and more
powerful,

I further believe that the more spathetic the people aresbout their fedepal
government the more it will ”ﬂ’ until it becomes virtually uncontrollable.

You men and women in business are important people. You are important not ealy
in the business field where you carry on your work; you are important in polities.

You can do business with government, and you gshould do business with government.
In many cases, it's your bread and butter, All the more reason why you must become
intimately concerned with what kind of government you hm

\“_

The best way to demonstrate that concern is through w W_g

m_m You must give yourselves the voice you want in lnllin'tan--throub wise

| ebolu of your rmomtatim.

‘ If you areto have & hand 1a shaping legislatios, you must participste in the

(/,
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legislative process, I understand that the sloganm of the NMational Electriecal
Contractors Association is: "To benefit, participate.”

That is an excellent slogan. Legislative action i{s not something you can
push off onto somebody else. You have to become personally involved.

One of the ways you should become lnyolnd is to persuade capable, attractive
men and women to run for public office-~or run for office yourself.

There are many other less dramatic ways, of course.

You can communicate on issues and candidates, through your publications, your
forums and your advertising.

You can eirculate public affairs information to your employses through news-
letters.

You can urge your employees to make contributions to the political party of
their choice.

You can discuss legislation and {ssues and their importance to the business
community and your local economy.

You can personally communicate your views to your elected representatives in
gobernment--or convey those views through your sssociation's Washington spokesmen.

Through your NECA @hspter, you can arrange political education and training
sessions.

Through your NECA Chapter, you can organise a speskers' bureau and provide
speakers on economic and politiecal education to civie, fraternal, church, educational
and other groupe.

You can engourage women, especially your own wives, to become active in politics.
And this suggestion has nothing to do with the length of hemlines or the health of
the economy.

As employers, you can give your employees time off to vote on Election Day.secce.

Labor has made itself a forece in American politiecs by engaging in political

aetion. You can do the same.

(eoorE)
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National Electrical Contractors Association Inc.
610 Ring Building, Washington, D. C. 20036, FE 8-3585

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Houston, Texas, October 19, 1966----Following is the text of the address
given by Representative Gerald Ford of Michigan, before the 65th Anniversary
Convention of the National Electrical Congractors Association being held here

this week.

THE POSITIVE APPROACH - BUSINESSMAN IN QOLITICS

g 5 " ; ‘ %
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Ladies and Gentlemen: f \ /"
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I am very happy £o be herer with you, alngb(wéemonstrud my pleasura

going to let you in on a new eqonanic theory advanced by a newsplpetmnn& 0

Ly
./l
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recently shared it w@th |m¥ j 1
Over a long period gotng bgck uearly to the turn of the century, this newse
paper chap hatfptudled the lengt 6f vomen's skirts. By close and unceasing
observation, h%f:ime tokan unshakable and unswerving conclusion.
That conclusion i;;aihat the hemline of women's skirts rises in good timese=~

you know, things are looking up, as they say--and the hemline falls in bad times.

My friend says he has charts puﬁ together by the National Geographic Society

| to prove it.

The charts reveal that the skirt began sneaking upward about 1912 until it

_reached the middle of the calf, In the 1920's it kept on inching up. And by

trc {
927ﬁ girls who blush easily were afraid to sit down. My friend says those were

real good times.
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0f course, ;t::kl stock market dropped into the cellar in 1929, hemlines on
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'S; :F.81nc¢ thon there has been an upward trend, except for some sag in skirts in
ytho depression years.

Is there really something to my friend's theory?

Judging by what's heppened in the stock market lately, I have the feeling that
my friend's theory doesn't actuslly hold up. Or maybe government officials have
been keeping too close an eye on hemlines instead of the Dow-Jones averasges, now
thet hemlines have climbed as high as four inches above the knee.

Current developments in women's hemlines and in the economy generally make it
clear just how big a role government occupies in your-life and mine.

The people who make women's skirts would like government to mind its own
business. But for other businessmen, government is a big customer, and so they
cultivate Big Brother.

When Big Government regulates,business naturally compleins. When Big Govern~
ment talks, business listens. When Big Government orders, b?llﬂ..l obeys. Ei} o )

Is Big Government {mportant to%&m ﬁpﬁ%ﬂﬁmtmk
You bet it is. Government does a8 lot that affects you, and Government does a lot
Lo you. Q/NDTI NIELT

Let me cite an {nstant examplae.

You men may not have been bothered too much by the recession in the home
building industry. As I understand it, you are primarily involved in industrial
construction.

Investment in industrial plant ie of vital coancera to you. 8o, too, are
federal building plens, since the federal government is the largest single customsr

for construction services.

(MORE)
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As you ara well aware, this nation is in the grip of a dangerous inflationary
p;i!gn;. Another way to put it is that the bloom is off the boom, and the country
is in trouble, with high prices and high interest rates.

The home building industry is in deep trouble, and so the Codgress has acted
to pump more money into mortgsge lending.

The American people are deeply concerned about inflation, and so Congress has
sctaed to dampen what the President has called a highly inflationary sector of the
economy~~fndustrial construction. We have temporarily withdrawn the 7 per cent
investment tax credit. The President has also indicated cutbacks in federal con-
struction in a move to help cool off the overheated economy.

We know that suspension of the investment tax credit will slow down industrisl
building activity. I only hope that when the full impact of it hits that it will
not cause & recession in that area of the construction industry.

It was with grave misgivings that I voted for suspension of the investment
tax credit, But because the Administration had relied almost exclusively on high
interest rates to curb i{nflation, there was really not much choice.

Without intending to be partisan, I feel compelled at this point to say that
a cutback in federal non-military spending as early as laet January would have been

more effective and much more desirable than the investment credit suspension..ve...

Some businessmen look upon Washington @s the fountain of all wisdom and power,
the proper vehicle for solvidg most problems, the means of keeping the competition
clean and avoiding recessions.

Others are hsppy to pocket whatever profits Big Government channels their way
but look upon Washington as their nstural enemy.

8till others figure Big Government is too big but decide the best approach is
to play the game, tune in at the tap and try to live with the monster.

Washington i{s many things to many people. But that the Government is Big~~-of

that there i{s no doubt.
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How big is Big Brother? He has roughly 2,600,000 civil service employea@s on
his payrolle-about 280,000 in Washington and the rest scattered throughout the
coutry. ‘
Wﬁhw a year, and his monthly worldwide payroll

comes to & huge §1.5 billion a month.

For businessmen, this giant bureasucracy often means a8 mountain of red tape
and a steeper and steeper paperwork burden.

Let's be honest sbout it. Big Brother is a meddler. He calls this weddling
protecting the public interest. Many Americens agree with him. Many others fesl
they are being smothered by Big Government.

r"“ﬂi’é"’é&ré?ﬁmnt is a grest collector of statistice, an arbiter of trends, a

\publteher of business indicators. Surely no economist is more listened to than

the chairman of the Preeident's Council of Economic Advisers.

But you can get hung on the law of averages. And that's why Secretary of
:t:omarc:s;»hn T. Counor,~formerly with Merck & Go.; hse advised business firms to
‘employ sttorneys who are knowledgeable in economics.

"Many people have drowned in water only thres feet deep," Connor pointsg out.

The t-:‘;;o and the amount of federal meddling are pretty much dictated by the
man §4 the White House, currently Lyndon Johnson. I don't have to tell you how
Mr. Johngon operates with businessmen, Of course, it's only big businessmen he
does business with. This administration has favored big business to the point
that Republicans in Congress had to mount an alleout campaign to rescue the Samll

Business Administration. — ) M W

¥¢- 8y Mr. Johnson, too, who kms made the big decisions on what to do=eor not

! to é»-about inflation.
g He chose to do Virtually nothing about inflation until he sent his {nvestment
tax credit suspension plan to Congress. If that works, he can claim the credit.

But if {t flops, his will be the blame.

fannw)



+ ~ ABCA SPEECH 5=

As the denger of inflation has despened, so has the Adminietration's involvee
‘went in business.

You are all familiar with the federal government's wage-price guidelines.

We all know what the guidalines were--1 say "weras", because there's no
question they're ‘deadg-torpedoed by Mr. Johnson himself. We know that
the guidelines were nothing more nor less than informal wage and price controls.

There 1s no such thing as zglgggggy guidelines~-not when government enforces
the guidelines by an alleout bare knuckles asssult on an entire industry or on its
pace-satters. The guidelines were unworkable.

One reason the guidelines were unworkable was because they were arbitrarily
applied. It just wvaen't fair to single out one industry and club it down while
allowing price increases in another area of the economy.

T won't do a postemortem on the demise of the guidelines. It's obvious why
they collapsed. I have mentioned the guidelines only to underscore the extent of
government meddling in private business under the guise of protecting the public
interest.

I have also cited the guidelines and other areas of governmantebusiness
relations to underscore how important it is to you what kind of government you have

&§9~ﬁhsbington.

It's great to rake in federal dollars, but there's always the rub of government

regulations and sometimes the need to clear business decisions with Washington.

Getting along with the federal bureaucracy sometimes is compared to a Karate

match., You need somsbody who knows the ropes to give the fedexal agencies a good
¢hop once tn'a vhile. You know, just to keep them loose. You need good, tough men
in Washington. You need congressmen and senatoxs who don't join the club but look
ouéwfor the interests of all the people~--and that means all the taxpayers.

T have talked of the expanding Government yole in price<setting., This {s done

(1n_£hl:nlmo of voluntary restraint and a fight against {nflation.

(MORE)
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But the ridiculous aspect of it is that thie Administration fails to set an
example. What you're hearing is a lot of doubletalke--from the President on down.

Let's put it thlé vay. The Government preaches economy, but it keeps right
on epending money like the proverbial drunken sailor.

Now what can you do about it? I offer you what I call a positive approach
to politics for businessmen.

George Washington once saids ‘“Government is like a fire which, it it is
properly controlled, will light your homes and cook your food and run your factories,
but if it is not controlled, it will destroy you."

1 am not suggesting that the federal government be dismantled and shipped back
to the states. Although I am an economic conservative, I don't think that would be
desirable or beneficial.

But X do believe that government must be controlled, and only the people can
contxol it.

I aleo believe that the more we strengthen our state and local governments, the
less tendency there will be for federal government to grow ever-larger and more
powerful.

I further believe that the more spathetic the people aredout their fedexzal
goveroment the more it will ;rou;until it bacomes virtually uncontrollable.

You men and women in business are {mportant people. You are important not oaly
in the business field where you carry on your work; you are importent in politics.

You can do business with government, and you should do business with government.
In many cases, it's your bread and butter. All the more reason why you must become
intimately concerned with what kind of government you have.

MW
‘ The best way to demonstrate that concern is through concerted legislative

'pg;;gg. You must give yourselves the voice you want in Washington--through wise
|

./choice of your representatives.
\ /

if yoq,nrofté’h;ia e hand in ghaping legislation, you must participate in the

(MORE)
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‘i;;itlucive process. I understand that the slogan of the National Electrical
Contractors Associstion 1s: "To benefit, participate."”

That is an excellent slogan. Legislative action is not something you can
push off onto somebody else. You have to become personslly involved.

One of the ways you should become involved is to persuade capable, attractive
men and women to run for public office-~or run for office yourself.

There are many other less dramatic ways, of course.

You can communicate on issues and candidates, through your publications, your
forums and your advertising.

You cen circulate public affairs information to your employees through news-
letters.

You can urge your employees to make contributions to the political party of
their choice.

You can discuss legislation and issues and their importance to the businesse
community and your local economy.

You can personally communicate your views to your elected representatives in
governmente~or convey those views through your association's Washington spokesmen.

Through your NECA Ghapter, you can arrange political education and traiuning
sessions.

Through your NECA Chapter, you can organize a speakers' bureau and provide
speakers on economic and political education to civic, fratermal, church, educational
and other groups.

- You can engourage women, especially your own wives, to become active in politics.
And this suggestion has nothing to do with the length of hemlines or the health of
the economy.

As employers, you can give your employees time off to vote on Election Day.eecces

Labor has made itself & force in American politics by engaging in political

action. You can do the same.,
- Manswy





