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Address by Congressman Gerald R, Ford, House Republican Leader Psge 2
"Republican Torch of Dissent®

We must liberate the War on Poverty from waste, controversy, sxd the bad
odor of political bossism, Management of the poverty program is a national
disgrace, Republicans are working very hard to expose the mistakes and the
poor administration,

These are a few examples of poor management of the war on povertys

=== in Newport, Rhode Island, enrollees in the Youth Corps included the sons

of businessmen, a surgeon, an executive, a school official, and Naval
officers,

~~= The New York Times reported that in our largest city the Harlem Youth

project had overspent $2 million in funds contributed to the program
by taxpayers.

=== The director of the Camp Breckinridge, Ky., Job Corps training center

was fired when it was learned his wife and the wives of 51 other middle
management employees were on the payroll, The camp had 350 staff members
for the 358 trainees,

The poor themselves must have an important role in policy decisions at the
community levels. The States should be partners in this War on Poverty. It is
time the poverty fighters stopped fighting each other,

Republicans are offering specific proposals to redirect this program to
achieve its goals without waste, scandal and bureaucratic infighting, Without
such changes, the good will fall with the bad under the fiscal pressures created
by Vietnam and the massive new domestic spending programs,

* % 3

The Executive Branch of Federal government has become a bureéucratic Junglee
It needs reform, not Presidential repatching or piecemeal creation of new
departments, The time has come to explore its wild growth and to cut it backe

Republicans urge a new independent bipartisan Commission, patterned after the
two distinguished Hoover Commissions, to recommend substantial reforms in the
Executive Branch,

#* % *

Healthy, stesly economic growth with price stability is seriously endangered
by the threat of inflation, The Eisenhower dollar is now worth 90 centse

The cost of living is 2 percent higher than a year ago. The price rise 1s a
secret sales tax silently stealing some $8 billion annually from the pockets

of the American people. ~TOrE =
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Inflationary policies of the President have a major impact on the cost of
living, This Administration uses a double standard, With one hand it creates
upward pressure on prices and with the other bludgeons workers and businessmen
for responding to that pressure;

* ¥ 3

Congress and the people have not been given a straight~forward and realistic
assessment of our Federal budget problems, Republicans are giving the
President!s budget a searching examination,

Whatever is nesdede==really needed-=«for nationsl security must be provided,
Urgent domestic programs that truly help the needy, that contribute to real
economic growth, that significantly advance the camse of equal opportunity,
need not be sacrificed,

#* #* #*

Laws passed last year, supposedly reducing taxes, actually impose a net
increase in Federal taxes for 1966 of $3% billion, The President now advocates
additional tax burdens to finance added costs both at home and abroad,

With prudent restraint on spending, we believe no new taxes are now
needed,

* * #

Ways must be found to eliminate vote fraud, curb the cost of political
campaigns, and expand the franchise, Republicans proposes

¥ to guard against abuses in the raising and use of political fundsjy

# to raise the ceiling on political expenditures to realistic levels;

* to bar effectively political contributions from corporations and unionsg

* to require meaningful reporting of political contributions and spending,

* # #*

The Congress has enacted four civil rights acts since 1957. There is a need
to review these laws, and especially tighten those designed to prevent violence
and intimidation of citizens who exercise their constitutional rights, Hesitant
administration of existing laws has made them less effective than they should be,

* * #

We are outnumbered two to one in this Congress, But we will continue to

speak out for the things &n which we believe,

We will not sacrifice the ideals that make us Republicans}

R
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The poor themselves must have an important role in policy decisions at the
community level, The States should be partners in this War on Poverty. It is
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by Vietnam and the massive new domestic spending programs,
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Executive Branch,
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