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CONGRESSMAN
GERALD R. FORD

HOUSE REPUBLICAN LEADER

Excerpts from a speech
Testimonial dinner for Gov. John Volpe of Massachusetts
Sunday evening, Sept., 19, 1965
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delivery 9/19/65

John Volpe has proven by his own life that the spirit of Horatio Alger is
far from dead, He knows what it means to worke. Particularly in these times of
the hand-out, the recollection of how he borrowed money in the depressed 30s to
start a construction business with courage and faith is refreshing.

* %

His stand against crime and corruﬁtion is not only a courageous position,

but one that should be taken by more public officials elsewhere in the country,.
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John Volpe is a man with many virtues~~- among them hig ability to keep
trying despite the odds,

There are several reasons why he won in a year when other members of his
Péiificai;part¥<were buriedVat theiballot bo$es.

He had a deep cohﬁiéﬁiéﬁ’tﬁat.Maésabﬁuséﬂts needed new taxes to operate in a
responsible, progressive manner, He had the courage to openly’campaign'inffévdrtf
of taxatione. For a politician this is a particularly dangerous-position. -

- But, he put the interest of his state shead of his own political ambitions.
* % #*

Voters supperted his thoughts on: fiscal responsibility, morality ad
responsible government. They trusted his Judgment. They admired his forthright
approach to problems,
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He is a man of action, a man who thinks first of the people. He is a symbol

of integrity, dedication, honor and patriotism.:..and outstanding public

servant, defender of human rights, a‘dedicated man with missions,
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