The original documents are located in Box D18, folder “Livingston County, Caledonia, NY,
August 21, 1965” of the Ford Congressional Papers: Press Secretary and Speech File at the
Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.

Copyright Notice
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. The Council donated to the United
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public
domain. The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to
remain with them. If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.



Digitized from Box D18 of the Ford Congressional Papers: Press Secretary and Speech File at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library


















Excerpts from a speech by Rep, Gerald Ry Ford (R-Mich) Viet Nam
Livingston County, Caledonia, New York Auge. 21, 1965

The Nation cannot afford bureaucracy as usuale Its continuation would
overburden the economy, weaken the miiitary effort in Viet Nam; and lead to
damaging inflation, '

Business as usual in non-defense spending is contrary to the best interest
of the United States, It cannot be justified in light of the rapidly increasing
financial demands of the war in Viet Nam,

The cost of the war could go as high as $12 billion a year, And, the war
has already pushed the federal budget above the so-called $100 billion ceiling.
The result is an alarmingly high national debt,

The Johnson Administration's initial budget this year, in view of the
President!s escalation of the war, under-funded defense needs by at least
five billion dollars to clear the way for Great Society spending schemes.

* #* 3

Wherever possible, dollar amounts for non-defense programs should be cut
back or eliminated,

A hard decision must be made on programs which may be desirable in the
short run but can in the long run contribute to the further deterioration
of what is essential in time of war~---a sound dollar and a sound economy.

We are nearing the brink of decision between guns and butter, between
absolutely vital war needs and some desirable domestic programs,

3# 3 3

Speaking of Viet Nam, the President has said ",.this is really war,"
His public statement suggests the need for the submission to the Congress
of the full facts so that the appropriate committees can determine the
"state of the emergency." Secretary McNamara and Secretary Rusk should fully
testify "on the record" so that the Congress, representing the people, can

debate U.S, committments and policies in Viet Nam,
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