The original documents are located in Box D18, folder “Order of AHEPA, Grand Rapids,
MI, June 13, 1965 of the Ford Congressional Papers: Press Secretary and Speech File at
the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.

Copyright Notice
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. The Council donated to the United
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public
domain. The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to
remain with them. If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.



Digitized from Box D18 of the Ford Congressional Papers: Press Secretary and Speech File at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library

































Excerpts from a spsech by Rep, Oerald R, Ford (ReMich)
Order of Ahepa  Orand Rapids, Michigan June 13, 1965

Handwin-hand with the need for two strong political parties in the American
Demooracy is the necessity for a proper balance in the leglelative, executive and
Judicial branches of government,

When the balance in Congress is ste;eply and dangerously tilted by an overw
whelming majowity in efither political party, our system of checks and balances is
in jeopardye

2 * *

Certainly, there is criticism of Congress, I belisve this is a manifestation
of frustrations=wthe tensions built ‘up by a prolonged cold war and strife, the
sxistence of poverty in the midst of plenty, the highly~complex problems linked
with urbanised living, the gap between the American Ideel of equality and its
realization,

f * * #

For thbse who view Congress as too cumbersome, too oldw=fashioned, too slow to
act, there are two answers, First, the two houses of Congress have repeatedly
proved they can act with calculated swiftness to meet crisis, Second, the advantages
of precipitous action are often outweighed by the safeguard of deliberation aad the
resulting slowness,

I

It seams to me that too many Americans pride themselves as being political
independents, These sre the citizens who vote only every four years, who decline
political partisanship with many excusses, who criticise both political parties
from the sidelines,

Our Demoe¢rat friends and my own Party, it seems to me, should direct much effort
toward helping each of these well-meaning Americans choose a political party.

The cholce of being either a Republican or a Democrat should be made only after
carefully studying the philosophies of each party, Perhaps, some will switch
alllances, This is a choice under freedom.

You accept even greater responsibilities in an exciting, demanding and changing
world by becoming active in politics....ss voters, as taxpayers, as partisans, as
party workers-~gs candidates for public office, and as office-holders,

* % ®*  #

Among the great challenges of our time are the strengthening of the twow~party
system and the re-establishment of balance in the three branches of government. I am
confident these challenges will be met by citizens with patience, imaginstion,
courage and willingness to sacrifice to make the future betfer than the paste
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