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3/17/65 
Steve Hess 

latiaal Preas Clult Speeca - Marc& 2{, 1965 

by Gerald R. Ferd 

I feel quite henered te have beea asked te address tke Natieaal Press 

Club. Hewever, fer seme strange reasen, uvillg se many distiJlguisaed reperters 

ceme here te break bread wita me - a simple Republica• - calla te miad the 

passage frem tae !ible: -wftere the carcass is there willtk tae eagles gataer.n 

Actually, I am particularly pleasea te be aere because yeur Preaideat, 

:eill :elair, and I have se mucla in cemmen -

we beta have recently run in Jaetly centested electieas; 

We beth wen by narrew margins; 

And, new that we•ve kad time te ebserve tae pitfalls and beeby traps ef 

eur new pesitieas, we'd beth like semeene te tell us way we were se "all fired 

up" te get eur jebs iJl tlle first place! 

Se, at this time, I weuld like te make a presentatiea: 

Te Clark Melleaaeff - I new preaeat tae Ckarlea A. Halleck Award fer the 

:eeat Last Laugh ef 1965! 
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As yeu knew, feetball is really my first leve. I enly became a pelitician 

because ef the jeb security! 

~ut since Michigaa beat OregeK State in the Rese ~ewl by 27 peiats, and, 

three days later, Ferd beat Halleck by ealY six peiats, perhaps I chese the 

~ vr .. g prefession! 

Alse, since January 4th semetaiDg tells me that I've failed te scere the 

peiat-after-teucadewa. 

I've efte• wendered waere I'd new be if I had accepted Curley tambeauls 

effer ia 1934 te play pre ball with the Green ~y Packers - perhaps en tae 

~ 

Supreme Ceurtl 

* * * * 

The pelitical dialegue iR the United States teday eften reminds me ef 

the rich eld spiaster, whe, when she is auadeKly c•urted by a handseme Y•UBg 

man, asks herself: "Dees he really leve me - er is he just after my fair 

white b•dy?" 

In ether werds, we are asking eurselves the wreng questiens. Leckee in 

the struggle ef the mement, we lese sight •f tae breader, everridiag ceasider-
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Se I welceme tais epp•rtwaity te stand apart fr•m the daily iss~es ef 

legislati•a, aad leek at seme ef the larger implicatieas ef mid-tweatieth 

cent~ American p•litics. 

It strikes me that we are cenfreated with fe~ serieus crises: 

~ 1 - A crisis in the Twe-Party System. 

2- A crisis ef Exec~tive-Legislative ~laace. 

3 - A crisis ef Federal-State ~lance. 

4 - A crisis ef Judicial-Legislative !alance. 

I Shall direct my brief remarks te taese areas. 

* * * * 

At tke preseat time, ene pelitical party centrels the White He~se and 

mere than tv.-thirds ef beth He~ses ef Cengress - th~s giving rise te cea-

siderable cencera fer the s~ival ef the tve-party system. 
' , 

There is ••taiag censtit~tienally erdaiaed ab•~t runaiag e~ geverameat 
- , f • 

, 
' ' . ... 

tkr•~gh twe great pelitical parties. !~t almest frem the start e~r natiea 

made the ch•ice that this we~ld be the best way te eperate. It has pr•ved te ·~ 

a wise decisiea. We have aveided the chaes ef the m~lti-party system and the 
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less ef freedem ef the siagle-party system, while buildiag inte gevernmeat an 

additienal set ef checks a•d balances. Net enly dees the secend party previde 

the electerate with alternatives, but it iasures a remarkably high level ef 

keaesty. As the late Earl Leag ence said, "I ain't agatnst stealing, but the 

ether guy might squeal!" 

Therefere, I submit, gentlemen, that it is a matter ef ne small cencern 

when the relative strengths ef eur twe parties get se far eut ef kilter. 

Mereever, this sheuld net merely scare Republicans, wbe - like their 

Demecratic ceunterparts - have a healthy respect fer self-preservatien. Ner 

sheuld this merely cencern these cryiag crecediles whe shed a tear ever a 

pessible Republicaa demise because they are !!! the twe-party system. The 

twe-party system, let me remiad taem, weuld be aeaaingleas if aalf ef it were 

te beceme tke Permanent Miaerity Party. Indeed, the rebuildiag ef a streng, 

vital, ce~etitive Re!ublicaa Party is the cencern ef !!! Americans. 

~~a.'rl-~~~~. 
Furtaermere, en its ewn merits, the Republican Party is clearly w•rta 

saviag. :eem eut ef dedicatio t _e free seil and free men, it is tlle Party ef 

Abraham Lincoln and Theedere Reesevelt, ef the Emancipatien Preclamatien, the 

Merrill Act, the Pur~ Feed a:Rd Drugs Act, the Sherman uti-Trust Act. 
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It is tke ~arty •f the Square Deal, tae ~arty that first realized Americats 

destiay as a werld pewer aad first seugkt te censerve eur natural reseurces. 

It is the Party ef Dwight Eisenhewer, uader whese Admiaistratien the 

Keree War was e11ded, a Departmeat ef Health, Educatiu and Welfare was created, 

Secial Security was iacreased and expanded, twe Civil Rights Acts were sigaed 

illte law, and peace and presperity were maintaiaed fer eigkt years. 

r Duriag my sixteea years iR Cogress, as yeu kltew, it aas :aever bee• my 

practice te use the press as the whippiag-bey fer the ills ef the Republica. 

Party. OR tke centrary, I believe that Republica. preblema have beea largely 

created by Republicans. T• be•d a metapher: our rece•t experie•ce has shewa 

( 
that wnea a party gets se far eut ef the ma:il\stream ef A.mericu pelitical life, 

perhaps it saeuld expect te drewa. 

U•der eur system ne party can be dectri.Daire, sectario, narrew ill its 

appeal - and still attract tke majerity •f a higaly pluralistic electerate. 

TRe aiga greuad ef mederatiem is •et ealy cemmen herse sense fer a pelitical 

party - it is ala• represeatative ef the peeple aad ia keepiag with the 

.~rlyiag geeius ef tae Americaa pelitioal ~otea. 

Hewever, I must alae cenfess that pickiag up the daily •ewspapers late~ -
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amd readiag seme ef the editerials, celumns aad news ateries - has beceme ene 

ef tke less kappy cheres ia my day.r-;:e eftea my geed friends ef tlle Feurta 

Estate seem te be mere ce•ceraed with the Party's sickness than its aealth. 

waat seems te iRterest taem mest is a merbid curiesity ever whick disease the 

patie•t will die ef. (Perhaps eur scaeels ef jeuraalism saeuld start grutiag 

dogreos of D.R.P. - Doctor of Ropublicaa latAol:gy.) l 
Ia tkis regard, I weuld like te tell yeu abeut a dream I had last •igat. 

I dreamelll that whe• I aweke my wife !etty breugat me breakfast ia bed, 

and my childrea handed me the aewspapers. 

••T1le lead editerial ill the waaai.Jlgtb Pest will interest yeu, Dad, II said 

Mike. A•d I read: (quete) "Hew caR we expect te have a aealtay pelitical system 

uader tae prese•t staffiag arra•gemeat ia tae Heuse ef Represeatatives? Fer 

example, en tae ~king aad Curreacy Cemmittee taere are new taree Republicaa 

staff members ud 52 Demecratic staff members. (C•cluded tae !est:) Tkis ia 

a matter tllat must be cerrectea. It shertc.kaa.ges every .Americu regardl••• ef 

Party affiliatiell. 11 (ead ef quete.) A•d te myself, I said, 11Tha•k yeu, 

Mrs. Grallam. " 

Thea my sen Jack haaded me the New Yerk Times. Ita editerial read 
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( quete) ''We llave l'.leted wi tft. aatisfactien tke new Jelicy ef t Ceaatructi ve 

ReJublicaa Alternatives' in the Heuse ef Re,reseatatives. Siace tae begia-

aiag ef the term there kave beea detailed, well tkeugkt eut C.R.A.s en every-

taiag frea AJJ&lacaia and Aid te Educatiea te Disarmament and a DeJartmeat ef 

Urbu Affairs. In the future (c .. tiaued the Times), we will give equal a,ace 

te creative Re,ublicaa pr.,esals aad net tag taem en te the ead ef articles 

abeut 'Tke Great Seciety. '" (ead ef quete.) .AJld I said te myself, ".Amea, Mr. 

Sulzberger.n 

Well, befere my dream creJt back iate tke etaer frem wllence it came, I 

kad ex,ressed my gratitude te Mrs. Sckiff ef the New Yerk ~' Mr. McClatcJay 

ef tke ~ ,a,srs ia Califeraia, tke Nertkera Virginia SUB, Mr. Field •f the 

Ckicage SWI-Timea, Mr. Mltgham ef th.e Leuisville Ceurrier-Jeurnal, uti a hest 

ef etker fiRe newa,a,er ,e.,le wh• kad juat seen tke ligkt. 

1 At tkis JeiBt I sua,ect my geed frieaa Everett McKialey Dirkaea weul4 

cautie• me th.at "tke eil can is migatier tho the swerd." I leve flewers, 

teel (Taeuga ia Mickigaa we are mere ,artial te tae &JJle bleaaem taan the 

~~&rigeldl) 

What I keJe te ceavey is that, iD tae werds ef Madisen Avenue, "Us 
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Republicaao Would Ratftor Figkt Than SWitckf~ 
Rigat aew taere is an excitiag new fermeatatiea ia tae Republica Party. 

I• the Meuse ef Represeatatives - withift the limits ef tae MiAerity Leader -

staff pesitiens have been given te skilled an~ experieaced researcaers (such 

as Dr. William Preaaergast), ud aet merely used te rewarlli tlle faithful. There 

'has bee• a reerguizatia ef i.Jltemal macaillecy, witla Jehn Rhedea directillg a 

cemmittee te deal witk current, day-te-day legislative preblems, ud witk 

Ckarles Geedell directiag a cemmittee te leek at leng-raage pelicy and ebjectives. 

Tae latter will seen uadertake a aumber ef substantial task ferce studies ift 

such impertaat fields as Agriculture, Cengreasienal Referm, Ecenemic Oppertuaity, 

Educatiea, and the Right te Vete. 

'I'Ae RepublicaJl appreacll ill tae HellSe will be taree-preagea. One: As 

tae ap,esitiea Party we wil!K ceatinue te eppese tae Aamiaistratiea ia taese 

areas waere we believe it te be misguided in eejective er metlaed. Twe: I• 

suck areas as we feel tae President is cerrect, we will net aesitate te pub-

licly give eur suppert, as we aave already de•• en tae Viet Nam struggle. 

(Pareataetically, I might add taat as UThe Tales frem tke Viet Nam Weeds" be-

ceme leas meledic, mere aad mere Republicaas aave backed tae President, wkile 

mere and mere Demecrats have chaaged taeir tune te aegetiatiea and detente. 
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Ir••ically, ia tae mest serieua werla c.nfre.tatiea taat faces eur aatiea teaay, 

"Y•u caa't tell tae pl~ers witaeut a scerecare.") Returaiag te tae third 

preag ef tae Republica. appraaca: Tareugk eur new party ergaaa, a»4 tae miaerity 

membersaip en tae varieus Ceagreasi .. al cemmittees, we will preaeat te tke 

Americaa peeple a series ef carefully werked eut alteraative pregrama. Tkere 

will be ae eeubt wkere Republicaaa stand. 

I aave referree specifically te actie•s iR tae Heuae because tais is my 

special field ef cempetance. ~ut equally impertaat actie:as are beiRg - aad 

will catinue te be - takea ia tke Seaate, the :aew Republicu Ceerdillatiag 

Cemaittee, and, I am sure, 1ft the Republicaa Natieaal Cemmittee uader ita 

ill-cemiag Ckairmaa, Ray ~liss. 

Gentleme:a, tais is •ewa-wertayl At this time - waea tae Demecrats speak 

tareuga the White fteuse a:ad the Republicaas tareuga tae Ceagress - adequate 

ceverage ef Republicaa actieas is all tae mere imperative. I recegaize that 

tae struggle fer aeadlbes between the President and the Oppesitiea Party is 

iaftereatly u:aequal - but the press aas tke pew.r te be the Great Leveler. 

Mr. Jelmsea m.ay aave seme reservati••• abeut kltV · w takillg yeu iate ais 
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* * * * 

Tlte imbalance betweea the Executive aad tae Legislative ~anches ef the 

Natieaal Geverameat is aeitaer mew ner ~atifyiag. The gbeat Freaca ebserver 

ef tlte America system, Alexis ee Tequeville, predicted it mere taan a ceat1U7 

age. Tlte vastly cem,lex preblems ef eur demestic seciety first weigaed tae 

scales teward tae Executive 1ft tae Great Depressiea, partly because a Presideat 

can act faster taaa a deliberative bedy. Taea tae pestwar peried saifted 

geverameatal ceacer.n frem tae demeatic te tae werld sceae, where the ceasti-

tutieaal pewer ef tlte Executive is ,rimary. Mereever, as tae pepulatiea 

expuaed, aad it became mere aecessary fer tae peeple te stay iafermea t1lreuga 

tae mass media, tae ability ef a Presideat te demiaate tae aews furtaer werked 

te saift empaasis away frem the legislature. This is net a criticism ef tlte 

press - merely an elemeatal fact taat ene man, if he wishes, can dramatize 

issues better than a maay-aeaae~, diffuse iftstitutiea like the Ceagress. 

It is Ullusual, aewever, taat Lyaclea Jelulsea - whe, ia a'* sense, grew 

up ia the Heuse, and came ef age iR the Senate - saeuld new seek te furtaer 

wuiermiae the ce:ftstitutieaal bala:ace e:f pewer. 

I fiad tais tread higlt~ regrettable. ours is a system ef representative 
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geverament. And tae respeasibility ef tae P.resideat te tae ia•ividual citizen 

is diluted threuga a myriaa ef ageacies, bureaus, and five millie• Federal 

empleyees. 

Tae Ceagress, en tae etaer hand, must remaia clesel7 in teuca wita its 

censtitueacy. A Heuse member makes maay trips te ais district eaca year, 

perseaally talks er writes te taeusands ef tae peepll wae elected at., and 

biaaaually puts his pelitical life ia tae A&ads ef tae veters. As William s. 

Wkite wrete iR ais new aistery ef tae Heuse if Represeatatives, "A Ceagresamaa 

is an esseatiallT lecal efficial, taeuga sent te a far place called Wasaiagtea." 

Of ceurse the Cengress is net witaeut blame fer its ewn aecline. Seaater 

Rebert Taft, speaking ia 1946, put his fiager en this when ke said: 11It is 

easier if a man cemes in and says, 'Here is a preblea,' te say, 'All rigat; 

let's create a beard and let taem de it.• ~ut tais is aet preper legislatiea 

••• aad if we waat te preserve eur priaciples ••• we (must) write tae standards 

iate tae law." WeiR Cengress aave simply tee eftea given tae aamiaistrater 

a carte blaache. TAe legislati .. te figat tae se-called ~ar en Pevertr- was 

ealy tae mest recent and uafertuaate example ef tais. 

Taere are a number ef suggestieas fer •tructural caaag•• taat might be 

helpful iR rig&tiag tae Executive-Legi•lative balance. Taeuga I must admit 
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taat I de net usually regard structural tamperiag as tae beat way te aelve tais 

preblem - aad efte• tae caaages brt.g even greater preblema in taeir wake. Fer 

example, liberals new leu~ly deReu.ce tke Heuse Rules Cemmittee; yet it was tae 

liberals, wlten strippag Speaker Cunen ef lli.s pewer a 1910, whe gave tke 

Rules Cemmittee its autaerity a tae first place. 

T - !ut I ae wisk te make el'le structural prepesal. It strikes me taat tke 

Gever.ameat Operatie•s Cemmitteesia ia tae Heuse aad Se•ate skeulc never be 

centrelled by tae Presidemt's party. Siace it is tae fuactien ef these 

Ceagressieaal cemmittees te iavestigate tae cenduct ef the Executive !ranck, 

it is ••ly preper that taey be airected by the eppesitien a party. Tlli.s sheula 

be the case whetaer tae eccupaat ef tae WAite Heuse is a Demecrat er a Repub-

licaa. It smacks ef legalized celluaien When we fiad that tae su.,ect aad tae 

~trict atteraey are brothers! 

TAe Ceagress aas a Beble aeritage. Its 535 members eccupy places ence 

aeld by mea like Webster, Clay, Calbeua, La Fellette, Taft aad Vaadeaberg. I 

believe we can best restere Cengressi.nal preemiBe•ce by actiag witk tae 

iadepe•deace, aigaity and jealeus regard fer eur censtitutienal rele taat suck 

names characterize. Speaker Raybura was ence asked aew maay preside•t• ae had 
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served wuier. Mr. Sam replied, I served ~ nene. I .Rave served~ eigat.n 

TAat te me epttemizes tae apirit ef Ceagressieaal greataess. 

* * * * 

While tae Executive aas beea everaaadewiag the ~gislative ~anca, an 

equally i.Jlaieieus lievelepmeat aas taken place b Federal-State relatifts. 

Part ef tae cause fer the rise ef !ig Geverameat, at tae expease ef tae 

States, is that bureaucracy, like tae Sercerer's Appreaaice, is almest impes-

sible te saut eff ence set iR meti••· It builds an iadepeadeat memeatum, and 

becemes an effective lebby fer its ewa centiauance and aggraaaizement. 

~ut taere is a secead facter - less caretu~explered, but equally im­

pertaat: T•• eftea ia tae paat State aad ~ecal gever.ameats aave abaicated 

taeir preper fuactieaa in fulfilliag tae peeples 1 legitimate aeed fer services. 

Gever.ament, like nature, abhers a vacuum. And whea the States initially left 

a vacuum, tae Fecieral Geverrlll'lent rushed b te fill it. 

Tkis, I am serry te say, has beea cameuflaged by a geed deal ef kyprecrisy 

abeut States 1 rigats. Ia 1963 a Senate Subcemmittee en Intergeverameatal 

Relatieas received replies te a questienaire frem 460 tep State aad lecal 

efficiale, iaclud:iJlg .uay geveraers. The results skewed taat almest a majerity 
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ef taem were payiag lip service te the aisterical teaeta ef Stateat rigata 

waile waatiag te take all taey ceuld get frem tke Fe•eral Geverameat! 

Tais ~s put te tae test iR 1957. I• a very creative meve Preaiaent 

Eiaeaa.ver prepesed tur.aiag ever te tae States seme specific Fe•eral functieas 

aleag wita tke tax revenues fer taem te assume the services. Na actiea was 

taken. 

It ill beaeeves me as a Ceagreaamaa te tell State geverameats aew te de 

taeir jeba. ~ut it aees strike this ebserver tkat taere are maay ways fer tae 

States t• kelp taemselves rester• taeir preper a.• vital functi•• iR tae 

Americaa system. 

taem sag u.•er tke weigat ef t•• maay bexea en taeir ergaaizatieaal caarta. N• 

leager caa taey aff•r• tke luxur.y ef eperatiag ua•er eutmeded systems ef 

maaagemeat. 

Taere is a great less•• fer ether States iR tae werk taat Geerge Remney 

perferme• 1a rewritiag the Micaigaa ceastitutiea. OUrs was aet tke enly State 

ceastituti•• taat was less tban perfect. ORe State, fer example, is new 

geveraad hy a decumeat tkat ceataias 217,000 weras aad 407 amea«ments! 
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We must alse retaillk tlle rele ef tlle State legislatures. Can IllD.Y ef 

tllem ceati.Jlue te be lHrely part-time bedies, witk llJIJierpaiti members, u.d 

i.Jladequate prefessieaal staff assistaace? 

Clearly, I believe, tke time has ceme fer less leese talk abeut States• 

rigats - especially when it is semetimes Be mere tllan a cever fer aati-Civil 

Rigats actiea - aaa mere meaaiagful eiscussiea ef States' respeasibilities. 

* * * * 

My fi.Jlal pei.Jlt cencems tae Judiciary - specifically tae Supreme Ceurt. 

It dees aet require aa elepaaat's memery te recall waea tae justices ef 

eur aigltest tribwmal were derisively called 11Th.e Niae Old Mea." Tlle year 

ais New Deal by the ultra-ceaservative jurists, prepesed a ceurt-packiag plaa. 

Teday tae Ceurt's detracters ceme frem aaetaer pelitical quarter, aaa distribute 

"Impeaca Earl Warren" bumper stickers. 

. 
Times caaage. The extremist critics, yesterday's and teeay's, seuad 

llarsa ulli sarill, ud will be fergetten temerrew. Wllile tke Ceurt, preaably 

ia its preseat ferm, will be wita us fer as leag as tae natien exists. 

Yet tllere is a meral ill tais tale ef twe Geurts. 
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As a lawyer I ae aet fiad tae Ceurt 1s attackers wkel~ witaeut merit -

altaeuga, in beta cases, maay ef taem were merely reactiag viscerally - and may 

have beea partly rigat fer tetally wreng reasens. 

Tke meral te me ia taat tke Ceurt - taen and new - has gettea iate treuble 

waen it aas acted mere pelitically thaa judicially. 

Just as tae le!islature weakeas tae Ceastitutie.al system whea its judges -

as we aave seen frem seme well-remembered Ceagressieaal iaveatigatieas - se 

tee dees tae Ceurt weakea tae Ceastitutieaal system waen it legislates. 

Let me meatieR just eae case - appertieame•t. Tae Ceurtls deci•iea, I 

believe, was wr .. g - aet because eur system wasn't Dad~ ia aeed ef reappertiea-

meat (it was) & - Dut because tais kas always, kiaterically aad traditieaally, 

beeR a pelitical matter, eutside ef Ceurt jurisdictiea. 

Assumiag tkat eur rurally-demiaated State legislatures were aet abeut te 

vete themselves eut ef existeace - the preper w~ te aaadle the pre\lem was 

tareuga a Ceastitutienal ame.-ment. Tke way it was d.ne, tareuga tae Ceurt -

wkick is aardly the preper bedy te redraw pelitical be~aries - did a great 

disservice te tae priaciple ef the separatie• ef pewers aad te tae ce•cept ef 

a Federal system. 

* * * * 
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art ef _pelitics lies ••t in deal.i.Jl~ with fudameatal _pre"blelll8, but ia keepillg 

quiet taese wk• raise them. 11 While this statemeat aas the crystal riag ef the 

epigrammatist, it perkaps explaias why there were mere tau sixty Fre:aca Ca'biaets 

tluriag tkis geatlemaa's lifetime. Fer I c•teDtl that ••ly by dealiag with the 

fwadameatal preblema caa a peliticiaa stay atljustea te his times. 

Peliticians, ef ceurse, are aet expected te be pkileaepaera - anti, unlike 

tllle beataiks, we neetl aet speatl eur days ill u enGlleas search fer the •iaaer 

lumiJleus e:xperieace. " !!ut tae basic pre'ble:ma ef seciety tie net llave te 'be 

extractetl frem tae eartats tleptas like seme exetic gem. T:Aey are •• tae surface 

uti tlley cry eut fer actiea. 

A.aa wita tllis fiaal remark I gird ~self fer tae easla upt •.f yeur ......., 

questi•:~us. I n•w await yeur grilliag semewkat ia th.e spirit ef Fraaklia 

Reeaevelt, wke eftce intretlucea the Wkite Heuse press cerps te Winstea caurcaill 

as nay beleved welves.• 

- 30 -
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tha ·~ioul lnaa Club or a .. pabU,aa ca"Cua. 
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'\ Siace J•uary 4th aa.ChiDa tall• • Chat 1 falle4 co aeon Cha polnl& afca~ 
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oa a placfona Cbac) a, aa. au•• aleipt of bad or: eeonc potioa vl&ll npn4ueU. 

~ 

..... ,u.ttu
1
- could double OUI' au.bera •• alice ct. oppoalUoa in balf before 

baw aoc cba .. d ._.,, ill _,. :I.Dataace alace l~r 3rd •• 140 lepvltl'--• to 
\,.;" 

284 a..ocrau. 'lba odda an .....p. Jut, to co:I.D a pb&'- •• vl&ll a lltU• diffe~t 

tvllt •• ''a tbaU oyvc=." 

.-rboua but 1a a diffenat .-y. 'fbi White lloue •• all ita &roopa &a7 eo apooa•fM• 

. ' 

•t.u-, tba Wbite Hou• coauola tba ••UDJ of 2 aillioa 600 tbouad iD eM aillC., .. t ' 

I) ~ \3 
vlth • •qaoll of appr.U..&:ielJ' * bill loa per ,ear. the t:oAJ. ... ual parnll in tha 

~~ 
lacutlw ln:aach nacbaa tba uuoaomcal fipn of .. billiaa for owr 5 aillioa 100 

.. 
. Q (NR.N \f) 

~~ ....._., ad thia aroup will .,... ill ,....., ,ear 1966 about fl26 bllU.oa. 

~ 
Th1a awaa. powr •d tba vat a,_.acua, U UMd ~roppopel'lJ, coul• •an tba 

.... 
pa&'tiU. Jut alaoat &ca ·ibe atart our aatioa uda .... b a choice. lt .,.. a wlH 41aciaiaG. 

••c.. wblle bulldia& into aown.at an additioaal Ht of checu •• bal-..a. 



Joe .,, tloea a au•a --• .-q pl'trdAII ca. ••lecCOI'ata -~ J.eaulatiw 

.:tl. -

altanatiwa INt a1ao7~lJ .,... lewl of ._.&J .,, &_....••· Que -.~.ca ~ 

•& MW a aHle UdlC._ ia ......... &be hcta• '-a~lq Cl.- .._..,. of ~ • 

.A,# ~ 1 aa4 ........ A ...... ,,.., • .._. I• ~- pw!Oia ,.._ Je1t MCOII' •1.1 tba nlatl.w ....... of OUI' J1 

tw ,..u.. .n.,... --~J ia baU.C. .. aot 110 fa CMIC taf ldltlft. 

to _.. oa h~ ~c ,_"- •ccu. •~ llelf ,_ pt ca. hate. 

~~ . 
...-u ..... ia c.anu •u•• ...... , .. ...,, • • •••• s. tba d.pc ~cs..! 

~ Mt:8 tile a-uti• •• JaaUlaUW W8Mbe8 .n •a i••lCII. llr tbe ... fOlldaal 

.-q. Cbe C:..S.cteea • Goverw at O,.atl•• of ella llcNel1 _. -.. •• Wlbidl taaw ~ 

nlad.wa. 
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offel'a 

... 
~....,_,.,~~'\ ~ ~ G-L ~ ~ 

ss,r.~~ge.d- .. ··- ati•JOWI''J fi'OP'• fOI' ..... u ... iat:aiH&ual•." 

I J 

alndJ' PI'OYi•• n•poa•ible aG~~~pe&itiaa ciWt ,.. ia •tiaae, .... u... bauiaa •• 

baw a .-opolJ an , ... fOI' &a. •olutiaa of *-•Uc • fonip ftffi&ultie•• 
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.s 
to ~diaca aeptiatlaa •• aau•~--·'-~ wlcll*~ 

lhu 1t1•pariat for lepultU•• leal81atlw aotioa u bue• oa wbat w •.aelw 

J 

W. •uhac~lbe to tba olt.uvatloG of ._.ten: lobut A. lafc ill 1951 Cllat "U JOU 

••• 

f.D louch Viatn• •• oae of "cnat1w f.lulctioa." 
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Jut fonip poliq b&pud-•laip iD die •••abfta pattan ••• paume c•· 

nltatiola ~~eN•• ,_.., Uaea iD •teadaiaa pol&a, -- aot J•t uiq U. lepubU.uu 

foe aftu•.....,&bt 1dadow ••Saa· 
lt doea aot •• anlJ a a.-nona co die Wbita lloue iD a .-at of uuu,. •• 

polf.q alnMr .... niae •• 

~ doe• it •• fonc&loavn of ...-uua octticia of fon'- ,OlicJ .... w an 

ooaviace4 the Uaiateu.U. u w-. . 
.._,of ouc pnbl_, f8Uc1al.81r a 1-.k of .ale,, uw .._ cnaca• 11r lepubU•••· 

!o Mll4 a •&apbol: 1 0. noeat apecieaoe baa abcMl tbat wbllll a ••• 11te ao f• out of 

oa beulf of t111a ... cica tuc.n, l •vua•c tbac the m-e political illbal. ... •• -...­

•1f•iafU.cca4 &a ••• that u .ns.a the a.o.r. -- t.a aoc a aoo• tldaa. 

01' jaet aa lllpRcatlr haw euall • -... • ...,_ _,.. tba ..._ .. ldillt be -- •• •till 

atti:Kt tba •Jctt.J of a laiaJalJ plucalbd& •**-••· 'fbA ~ an-• of •matiall with 

uuelfieh .ait;y u aot .S., coaiOD IlK•·-• fOI' a politioal ,_.,. •• it u &lao npn• 

-cactw of tba ,..,1e •• iD lrMpia& with tba ••clriaa .. iue of tba -.ru• polidul · 

., .... 
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··-
ra &c. 1-Uq ~ f•*-• llouae lepubUa•• an •• opeD co fnllh t•u •• 

coafidaDt that new ~·• full .-cialpaeiaa, •• naewd dadicatiala c.a ean new 

l Dow awit ,,.. p-11liaa aa.wbat ill tile .,, .. ,,of h.akliD I. looMwlt, 1lbo 

oace iDUHuced the 11b1ta llouM fn•• C.,• to ViDaCGD Claunlaill u .... 'belowd wlv••·" 

Lat • add a footaoca •• tha he•1daat _, baw • .,. nMI'V&tioa• &beN& UJWaa JOU iato 

• 
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.. .. . 
~ . . ·. -
_.... . - . 

I 

Chose of you wno iiU conc•rned wi.th tne more oDtcure political happenin&• 

i» 
1n lllathlnitCIIl may recall that 1 wu elected Minority !Aader of the lk,uae u •-

.......... 

AI twaa not loao auo by a landalide vota of 73 to oi. 

This trbmpn vi.,..• nw a certain feelin~ of k:i.nahip with tne dnd1y ted.ow 

vn~ has JUIL lntrndur.ed me SO handao~iY -- your new preaident, ~andsiide bl~ir. 

B1.ll BLair and 1, in tact, are l ivin0 pr,1of that democroacy works, even 1n 

tha Rational irets Club or a lapuhlican caucus. 

{ju you need h an alle0ation t vulnet, a Qloderate .u0unt of hard work., ad 

/).. "'t;L .. .L. ~ 

- tMl1 I ' t t v 1 l u.; ~ ~7 

1n an·, .- ·,enl, th• ' •rwt•uuin.., aiiAildate 1 received in January, Mnu t.ne unbroua 

record of I .Jccessea 8ince tnan, have encoutaH•d me to appear before you today Ali a.'l 

~ather. • 

·-i'nere 1H 11 pasaa,;e frocr. the 8iole -- ".rhere the car~au h there · will thl •••lea 

'-
1 ~ certain n0oe of you are nere for sucn a purpoee to~.;~ -.-

A• yQu knov, football ia really my firat love. ~only became a politiciaD 

t:!ut since Michiuaa beat Ore.;.on :itate· in the l.ose Bowl by 2, points, amd, theM 

._ 
cay . a ~er Ford beat hia opponent by onl; o point•. parnap1 I chose the wron~ profeeaioa_!j 

I ha'J18 .Jften wondered \olhate 1 would now be if 1 tlad accepteo Curly J..ambaau'• 

)Her Ln 1 'l34 to play pro ball "ith tue Green Bay reekers -- !»ethar• on the S~o~pr ... Court! 

f • ••• on •• varat au ••'"?'J -• // 
I --- . 
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. f ; ; ; i :: .::J.( . J 'u.}\~:~,~·UIJit ·l 'i~· ···~. - "!-• • .. .- .... w ... 
f: , t · • , 1 ~T .. ~'- , • 1- \o ... • 

•• _, • • ~ . .... ~ ~1 :~tj~~i'ff~-/1!~.;. ........ , pU•• •• •ci 11 u,;. .. . 
,.! \ ' " •, , t 

~----··'~·~ -+ ...... - ···"'i••. *"-'~ ... --- .. loaU .. ,_ 
·I . . 

'fift~-~~~~~~ ltM • .te ,-wu ..._ ... • tan • _. •'• o! c• aula ia ca..._ 
I ,· 

'\"(, Vt~<J~.;v.-

~~--ti~~--~~--~--~~--.r~ .. ~--~~M-~ ·· 1~..-1u-. ~ 

. . 

~,.,, ,_ .. ,... ....... w. ...... of - ... C(jJ' aiM , .. dll ... 

••••t. .- ...u ..-. w111 ..-. ia ,...._ ,.. 1K6 -..a flM _•iu ... ?J 
·&. ' ., ft 

. (i..u --~ ........... , .... ~-. u .... 
1 s'•••••lf· Ulll. ~ 

wtdllnlq ~ .. .,.;.tual17 ........ o! .. tw·.-:tr .,.tea!] '~- ... . , .. , ,!m(l . . 

*:ft tillS tl... .. -.. ce._ 
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Mot onlJ Ml a 1trooa Mcoad parCJ provide tbl alec:torac. with lapalaU• 

.1 ......... ... J,._ ... ~ . ...,. .. ••••• .. ........ ~ .. c ... 
J , . •• ~ l, . . . . . . 

( .,,..._ ..... ..Me ....aea. fa .. .... dll IM&ae ttc•U.a . tbll butabla ot PCIP-~IIIt~ • I . ~, ) . fl 
' I • ,, ·t' : . . • . " . • . • • . ~ 

' 'bi•«•a ....,u. . . , .... ,...._ , ... ~ Mt'*' 11 ta. nlatlw •tnaadla .. - r.-. 
·, . 

---7 
/ . le _.. oa ,. .. 1'&1 .. ••• 

' . " ~:U.e•• .aa ......_ •u•• tb1a .. ,.._ ..t• • •. ••• ':" u. l'i&bt •t~dai. r ,, 
·j'f~ ·i ·- .. . . . ~ . ,.., ..... 

·, .< -..·~ .a. -..cau• _, a.a&alatlw --. ... an ........ a., 

~~ 
.. ,. .-1• be a •••• ...Ula IIW •• DIU& Claat tlla wloe ot tbla .u .... IL-. 

' 

' I 

j..'~.~v:-_....., cOMir•Uf ac_ w~'JI a w.l• • lllfc.-le It ~t a.,o.•tbl• •. 1& u ..... 
jWJ~A._~~ . ~ .,...a. tbat ~* ••~ •(~·"If] c-. -.11 • .,... pabUc ..ta.•aoe tJ:f * 

...,., ...... ICOCJ a.t ....... , .. 

.. 
1M Dl •a•.., ha• ua o•c-.w.• ~k•llJ ia CoDgnH. 1111 could • .,. 

Uatat llOW thin ta a coM~U- ........ ~ .... !l!l.ltl!!~lb tM ..... Ua• P•ti• ~ ba• .... ~ 
•' 

.,,. ·+ D•m'm 

• craati.Di tpacial talk fore•• on aajor 1\a~atte.• btue• 1a auch rapid auc:calliOD that ooe 

' 1 •• IMl l'n .. ····~Ia Wlllfttaa at . laa~-1' ... polic:J • 

~ 
..... 

.. 
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obMrwr .. -.M•clua as 11&n anti-roverty pro0r.ro for Repu'bUcan intea.c:tuah. Jonn 

Rhodes, wt~h a beefed-up staf*, h Policy Comalittee chai~man. and this re-.>r"'anhed 6roup 
~ 

vi\ L deal wit., curre,n, day-to-day, ler;hlati:_. problema. 

C'tl the hasia of siople matheoaties, tile Adminhtrati .m ~an rasa about ~verytbin~ 

lt vants ~ in thi• Convress, particutarly lf it twists a few arm~ as it did in the Naa .. r 

victory nn an appropriation hili a hw week~ a._.o. Vf'spite ttle ''.:>dd~ · .... f;u~win on a011111 

iaauea in tnis Con,;reu. Mora importantly, Aepuhlicilna will bu1ld & record for a aub-

The Rep~,b 1 lean ~trate . .Y in the Houtu! wi l 1 be §~raifiedJ •' 11 be ~rateful for -
any Demc>,·ratic. su.,port. nortll or south, but our _position on any iuue vili be dft,.i.oped 

indepenoent•y o. any i.JP.mocrattc coal.it~on. 'Io compete with the Administration, ve vill 

offer: 

1. vp;)o¥ition to Admin1strati()n'-. •d.ma .md methods wnP.n we think both 

•r~ wr m .; out never obstructionLitr juat for ita oW"'l llaKe. 

2. t;on~ttruc t1va alternatives tc Adninistration schemes llhen we ~eel Cbay are 

tao Ln .~ t •c r i.b''t p~ob1ema ~t homo or abroad in the wronu way. House Republica• baw 

... uady pre>Jidad responsible competitto•l this year in meJicare, eduration, housln6 aad 

. fWJ, 
;.oroodtm• trw "\lrintstr.tion 11 i"-norin0 or n~0lectinc., ~refuse to C•"lncecle IJemocratl 

~1otenearted eupport for the President when we think oe i1 ri0ht. ~iet Ham 

' 1 ~} • I ..... te·,.o ~t!,., ts tne pru~ I!X&mp!~Us w& cctttdl t;, L ••:b ,.ila u1e. .. tat &MI. 

- ~, 

~·$ . 't fr' 

' 

Best Possible Scan from Poor Quality Original



Best Possible Scan from Poor Quality Original

I . . -.. . . . -

• to:t JOC r. 

't-
l'hil blueprint for ~p"blican •• ,hlativa action is i>aaecJ .m w;uit we .; nncei·..e .... 

to be our duty toJ the 43 percent of tlw ~ri.can elect ,>rate w:1 • p11t ·•s in office. and 

~o the people as a \~hole ..m<J face ever-increasin.., Federal ci•.•a.linlltl •n and ero11i.on .:>f 

their ti:-,etties \lllless an artkuJ.ate o~(wsi. ti.on tun\ti rms ei t f.!< n ... ~ 
~ 

ft i.!i hased on tne r.aro trut :. I:Hat the Kcpu o t ican t'art)' : ,, ~.;in Ln 1 -J')b--' 

tl'lia by f'i.ttin;; on t!le sideti.ne• anl.i Wdi\:in.., for an internationu . or d01Destic catastrophe 

and consen:Ju .. 4~ Jen ande d r:y the cnaJ..lent.•• \J{ our ti.me•. 

..M 1•1oa~rit>t: t(• tnc .;>oservat lon n t 

. 1 

e ~.:>l·1cJ ~l ~];i"'""'- f. ~,;,N.J.u k.t. /'ft.o, 
.ienatot' Ro;lert n. Cdt 1n i'lJ~Atnet iu you 

permit lif>~t!a~to to uniLy to brin._, an end l '\ criti·i~m. ~ enua.,_,er no t JOA.Y the conatitutioaal 

t • 
libertlee; •.>t •: ur ~ ..>untr•: , U\tt e ... ren its tutiJr~ ~x.isrenc e. 

turmoil f -.r Otll }·resident tn cvn.ci.nue l0 act: &!II a onllensus P-'litl.cicm ws t.ead of a 

stateaman who IP.ads • 

.Lt can and does ~an inecc1..-m until the riots :itart -- wnl~ttl~r 10 ~ai ,,.<Jn or in 

;k-. "''&. 
,_.J;;. -t. .-I-~ 

n8 re.:-ently as January. the Preaident WE.I referrinb with satiafacti.)n t ·"~ 

II 
our poUcy 

1 • -· 
• I I o l .~ l ' i)\! 0 1 
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-.,. 

tg a;m" 

'Yet thh attitude v .. • ref1.ected in tne State oi the llniun ..leua.;,..s, whi.:h 

au~e•ted that. the tnternatit'nal acene "'a !'I su t.mpr0·Jeo thar. ~ c\Jul d alL but for0et it in 

favor "f dowaestic aft: drs • 

.- 1 ue 1 • ~ ar• a I wc:ty,. · • ouu 

• ~~nuine ~i-part1a .. ablp 

l' • ·r~t.,n pJ l.C' in the Stli.t'i.t ~t t ~~ latt! .enat~..'r Artnur Jdt ~, rr.,, tn•r tlae ia .'Dow • 

OW t ._,,I StilcU) , ..,;.as -!::r~i> tes;>u:laiole for 

('f'll.l,;, ... t t ~ l l I .. ... f10 \ I • • • • 

arrLWO itl Ct t!' ·>n P.~t >t t .~ uar 1 •n' 

. 
.; ·<~nic c;et",oeG tilt" .-.meri1 .. r. '~ ?' • ua&.}1i1 ic~tnt ·'I wei -- anc it is d CJ!lC: ... t 

,. I • 
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ault•l• ~ ,_., lS.. &a •--·~ fela.r .. Mt ptt uaiaa U. .. pvblS.C•• 

I 
. . . 

, ' ~ • 'j • • • . · . . 

~ '( 
t 

• r·, .. t >. 
: 

k •• DOt ••. _.,. a ... -~~~~~ .... to a. aa.g Hcna• ill a .-at of cd.au. _, · . 
. . . . 

' . 
a•rtaa .. ,.ttlk• .-..~~of • A6aiaiacnu. . . 

if±/~. ~~~- .E'll~i:?fl .... it-- fonoloeun of . ..,_.U•• c~itl.cU. of for:ei~ pollc7 ._ • 
11 ~ . 
" •1"'" ·.d i • 
~ . . 

.. II 

. T• ~ ~l.ea.U. u ~-~· 
:•- ~st::./1-lc&b~~ 

.JV~~"'T .....,-,...,._ pcobl-1 .-d.eul•lJ a leek of -'CJ• a.aw 'bea cnata• "J ._,.la..il 

1 

i a *iip!U«: "'w •~•wtmlo & Iii,;. ._riles • _., •• 11> fa- el ~4 
"" 'fl'~·~-....... ~ .... ·~~a~·~,--~ .. ~~~·~·~·~·~1·~-~~--~~~~··_.t'l .. ~ .. ~ .. ~ .. ~~a---~ ·-· -· I •• ,., , ' 'J use qs •• I I wqzut .. -·~--we. 

;. ~r of ~.i... rutun, 1 ·-•t tba~ ct. '"""' fOlltkal _ _-. •• llid'* 
•. -. 
• J. )~ . . ,p· 

URR ia iU .. Jlai: . 

. ~ Y·J &~ ~~~~- . 
oc Juet u ..,_c.tlJ~• aUAh • &M~ ..._.,.r uafa&' tba chu.- aipt be -~ _, .,..~'fll 

·· atuact ta.. •J•Ur of •@•''. pl•altat'.!J•l .. eocaca. 'l'be hiib ~··~ ~~ IID4IIec4 ...... 

• ., ..... 

of tlla aek _., be c.aW fa llle. -· . . . 
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• ala r;o c0rrect ::111t iutoalance --tv r•!•estaolish twu-party ..,~>vernmant. 

lu fr~ l .. ncin. our fate, Houae at.public•• are vide open to freah idaaa and 
~ · 

cOGfldant that new approact.a, full partiatpation, and renawd dedic•tion can earn new 

frienda for tile lapubUcan Party and tDaka an llllportallt coatribution to tlw fut-:r~ of 

._.rica. 

ll nov await your c>rlllinu somewhat in tne apirit ot FranKlin u. ~OMYalt. tlbo 

ooc:e iDtroduced tha White HouH Pre sa Corp• to Winaton ChurchiU aa ''llr balo-..d wohea." 

Let • add • footnote •• the Pnaident may nave aome naervationa about tak1Dt, )'OU iDto 

bU CODfidauce, but Senator Dirk .. n and I ~ noi;} 
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rhose of you wno &re cone rned with tne more ooacure political happening• 

in 1111aah1ngt01l m&J recall that 1 waa elected Minority Leader of the Houae a 2 5 •-

.AI at •• not lon •uo b7 a land•Uda vote of 73 to bi. 

Thh tri.1Illpn ...,ive me a certain feeling of kinship with tne kindty fellow 

who has JU8l 1ntr duced me ao handaomeiy -- your new preaident. Landslide Hlair. 

B11L Blair and 1. in tact, ar tivin0 proof that democracy works. even in 

the Rational lreaa Club or a lapublican caucus. 

[}.11 you need 

P-~~_.L,~ 
lMll d r 1 t ui L 

b an allegation t v1.rt te. a moderate amount of hard work, and 

1n an venl, th rw • minu mandate 1 rec ived in January, IillO the unbrokao 

nccwd of , ha ncouc d to appear b•tore you today as an 

authOrity -- on the probLem• of oppresaed minorities. 

&r• i pasaage from t iole -- 'Where the care au h there will tba ea6lea 

~ather. 1 1 c rt in none of you are nera or aucn a purpose to~ 

you knov, football h really my first love. (i. only became a politician 

because of Job Mcurity!J' 

~ut aioce Michi0 &D beat Ore~on )tat the i.oae Bowl by 2, points. cmd. theM 

y a:-er Ford at his opponent by onl; oint , pernapa I chose the wronu profesaiOD~ 

have ,) ten wondered Where l wou d now be if 1 nad accepteo Curly l..ambeau'a 

f er in 1934 to play pro ball vith tl• Green Bay Packers -- perhara on the S~preme Court~ 
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~~ 
wu 41 be • ••stM ..W.:le •• •• a tiD& Cbat ta. voice ot 

to eff tw 

.., COMZ-
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~ 
caak force• oe .. jor 1u1ett•• u••• 1a auch rapid aucce .. loll that oae 



-~-

obHrver •-=-~:.11 aa 1'an anti-poverty program for Republican intehctuala. Joiul 

lilt\odes, with a beefed-up ataff, is Policy Coumittee chat~. and this reor..;anized 6roup 

vill deal with curre11t, day-to-day, legislati·.~e problema. 

Cn the hasia of simple mathematics, the Administrati m can pass about .-verything 

1 vane. in thi Con~ress, particularly if it twista a few arm~ as it did in the Naaaer 

victory n an appropriation bill a few weeks a"'o. uespite tae 'odd weWl~ on aome 

ia1uas in this ConQ~esa. More importantly, Repub~icans will build a record for a aub-

atetial y tron0 er representation after :, m er ~. l9bf). 

Tne Repubtican ·crate~ in the House wil1 be§:versifie~ ..Je'll be Qrateful for 

any Demo rat upport. north or south, but our poaition on any issue will be developed 

mocr tic coalition. ro compete with the Adminhtretion, we will 

offer: 

l. Up ;) ltion to Administration' c&ima and methods wMn we think both 

, 
out never obstruction1srr JUSt or ita o~ saKe. 

2. 1;m tructlve alternative to A<hinistrat1on schemes when we f;eel tbay are 

a tn~ 1e rio t prob ems at home or abroad in the wron0 way . House Republicana ba.a 

atreaoy prn ... ided aaponaible competitioo thi" year in medicare, edu~"ation, houaing aod 

1 acnia. 

Jon<able rro 0 rams, developed throue,h .Jllr taa.< forces, to meet the many · 

fWJ., 
roolem tn nih in i •tr.tion il i.;norin · or ne 0 lectin0• ~refuse to concede lJemocrata 

ha ly on idea• tor tba aolution of d~atic or forei~ difficulties. 

,o/hotehearted aupport for the President wnen we think ne ia d~ht. Viet Nam 

• y • tn prunt> exainpl~frau•rauzcteat z;, 1 llltz.Mt s~c, mae ee. 
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~ ,. ~ r • · de t" t l 1 • ne 

tr-.mt! d a tiatl. m and tai -I.><'L'..I'ee - ur- t!_. wl.t •drc1wa . 

Thia b ueprint for Kapublican e ialative action is oasecJ •m •• nat we mcei,,... 

o be ou d t t-> tne 43 percent of the 10 Jf f ice, and 

peop as a who P. ..,ho face ever t.ncreasinu Federal.. , L l. a •t dO 01 .;)f 

the ir l i -.e-r ue 11 e tlO artlcutate 'PP •s 1.tton tunc tl m 1 ,. t ·l 
1 t 1 'lased •t r 1 arcJ tr t t tat the l:<.epu ican tart. .....o 10 • 1b .-d 

must ear 1 and re a in the respec ilaOJ 1111.on ot • ter -- dll'l lt cc1n 1t do 

tnis by s 1. tt in , un t sidelines and wait ~ tor an tnternationa 

to proouce r nan l 

t i .J t J J •t a 1 rot und mvtc ll. .1 t 1 t S.Jwet nc- 1 re t t •• n tal< of unity 

and n t1 n • n • J our t 
I 

e ~ o1· ~e.J ~ -J;;~ f. /( a.A.tt.k_ 1u. Itt t,{) J 

ato-r Ro \ert t\, aft 1n 1.>~/itoat "·if you J I r1 r .te >o t!rvattu 

pe m1 I, a. Jnl to brin. an end L rir 1 1 ~~. <..e noa 1 ,er o. ~ OLf the constitutioaaJ 

.tbert&. >.Jn 1 r , ' t ven lt tuturt.: .'\ls eor 
I I 

We ~a t 1e uc o; 1-:>n f w1 1 r 1 i en l n f n tte , f da.'l._.er and 

turmoll r u l-r s.Ldent t'l unr tn a t. ac.c a on sensu t1 ·an tnstead of a 

ate man .., ads. 

n , 1 r .1 ,• > er.ot until 

uoe • 

1 can n d doe me dil inec un un t t r1ot start -- w ·t Pr 1.0 ~al >n or in 

~ -1;......,.. ,.JL k 
n re~ ntly as January, the President W61 referrinL witn satisfact~~n t our policy . 4 

,, 
l. re i •· l'1 l. 



s l •, t -- ;e~te ues r1.b d, .-err dps, "' 

,4111 .. p~•••-il&il.l ovnauu.c parcaJ.y is. 

Yet tnh attitude was reuected i.n the State or tile lln1un .li!s '"' · whi~h 

au06• ~ t•d tnat the internaticna~ scene wa . , •mp >:eo thlll w _~,wid lll 1 but ror;;et it in 

fa lfor t d , tic . f : air • 

'.t\ \ i 1 u n 1 c Dy t .c! l l "' 1 1. ·•asser and 

;iu n tht t lft1r no . " 1:.' Bt! •• . n l..D! .lll . 

1\11 tl di ru l i ~ . 
1..1e n rat .1. • ;p·c n t cn.&.y nndercut 

tne frt ae l l1 • I c 1 utt 10a1 ·rtsl.s; t11ey aLso 

raise . I .. !: un ca.. 11 a t 1ur 1tenLl~ns in Vietnam 

ano l.., I' • \ . 

dl 'le -- ' ~ ac .. -pedalint, to our 

a '. • 1 

' 
l' I ar Wd'Y ' l (: •' ore i 0 n policy b 

t1.rm • 1 •l r 

l r lt: ' r < 6-' I 0 ( 

t s, r · , t a time ia now. 

>· a d ' l an · :..- ~si ole for 

l p 

... nt . ¥IE! ce-pt 

t '.e t e. rre 

... 
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:aut foni&fa polic7 bip&rtbuabip in tba Vudenbet'~ patten ••• &auuiDe c:OD• 

......... to ella llaica Hou• iD a .-at of cl'ial.e1 _. 

•••• c. Alldal.ea.U. u ••&• 
~W"'t"'rJ~l-, ,_&&oul•lJ a l.ck .t -'tJ• llaw bea cna•• bJ ~~~~-~1111•1 

our ., .... • f•I:J c• ._ ... Uiaaf.n, Mctad.•• D&n'OV ia ita ..,.. 

~~k~- . 
oc juat u ..,_C.clJ~ •uob • -~ bowwr uafu t11a char.- alp& be •• _, ...-....-r~~ 

accnct u. •J•tlr of a(_idl'lt pl•aliat~ elMtacaca. 'rbe Iilah iZ'OUD• of ~--~· 

'file .., ..... ., nbal.ltlia& of lapabU.o• toUCJ •• tbe rue, .u•t bepa iD a. 
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• ala ':.o c.:>rrect : t imoa ... ance -- t r• -establish two-party t.overnme.nt. 

lu from lamentine. our fate, Uouse llepublicaas are vide opea to fresh ideas and 

coofideot ~t oe• appro.cbee, full participation, ·and renewed dedic.ttion can earn new 

frieoda for tiM lapublican Party and mak8 an 1mportaDt cootr tioo to t~ fut rr. of 

jmerica. 

-u now await your ~-11U.n6 aomavh.at in tne spirit of FranK in D. i.ooHvelt, vbo 

ooce introduced tM White HouH Press Corp• to Winaton ChurchiLl as ,.., . beloved wolvea.•• 

Let 11111 add a footnote -- the President may have ·aome reaervations about takin6 you iato 

hu C:ODfideuce, but Senator DirkMn an I !So no9 



It's true t.hat the new Houe Bepubllca leadenhip lwm't won q- 8p8otacular 

legt.al.tbe succesees. This has been appropriateq noted by some. But we never 

ca•paignad on a plattora that qy some strange sleight ot hand or secret potion 

with reprood1ctive cRpabUitiea • ,. ... could double our nnmbers and alice the opposition 

1n half' be tore Nl>vember 1966 • 

.As y011 all know, the num~ra on each aide ot the dale 1n the Houee haYe not 

.tllftPd except !.n one inet ~nee a !nee lovermeber thi.rd-140 iepsbllcme to 28h 

nsmocrate. 'lb. odds ere rough. •t, to coin a pbrue • vi• a llttlll different twist-

YCMI lJ1 your prot•salon and those of ua in IV proteaalon face the saN ponrboue-

but ill adltterent w;q. 

u. lt. P.reaident has Y1riul.JT UDllalted resorucea tor vorkilll hill vill-a writable 

,..~op« y~t,..,d/s fs 
8%"'ff7 ot e~tpert81 mthori ties, researcheN 1 and the like. 

He 1.8 also kiDg pill ot the branch ot gowrnment that eJIPloytaa 2i Jd.llion cirll1ana 

cd controls the dest!JV ot 2 llillion 600 thousand 111litll"y peraoJUMtl. 1ba• bro groupe 

--- L have a pepoll total.liDg $.30 blllion ..... llld together ther · vlll 8peDd I& '/:Z7 

bllllon in fieeal 1966. 

11 • ~wesome power and tba vast apparatu, U used laproperll'1 conld mean tbe vitherlna 

awq md eventual..q the death or the two.p .. v qstem. 

Row, then 1a nothing constitutlonalll' ordained about l"WUli.Dg our govemJilSDt rough 

~t almoat from the start our nation made auch a choice. It was a viM decision. We 

avoided 
__ _.the chaos ot a 11lUlt1~ goverllJII8nt • .fa avoided the loss ot freedom ot the 

~-



It's true t.hat the Dew Houae Bepubllc.a leaderahip hasn't won azv epeotacul.ar 

legbllltbe succeeaes. This has been appropriat.e17 DOted by SOIIII!Ie But ve never 

ca•paignad on a plattorm that b.Y some •tranae alelght of hand or eecret potion 

with l"epr"Od'lcti\IW cRpabU1t1ea a a we could double our numbers and alice the opposition 

Aa yon wall lalov, the nu..,..bera on each aide ot the aiale 1n the Houee hlrYe DOt 

IlaiiOCI"dee The odda 2re rouch• Bt.lt, to coin a phraae .. vi.,_ a little different twlat-

•ve shall overcOJDa. • 

Yon 1D your proteaalon and those of ua 1D IV profeaalon face the s aN poverhouae-

but 1D adUterent wv. 

ua. the Prntdent has Y1ril1aJ.lT ualia1ted resorucea for VOI"ktnc h18 vUl- a writable 

Ropayn~'~disfs 
arm.Y ot .xpar\81 mthal'ttlea, reaearchan, and the like. 

He 1a also k1Dg pt.n of the branch ot government that e~~ploy1aa 2i llUlton ctvtli8DII 

111d controls the deatlJv ~ 2 111llion 600 tboumd allltlr7 peraoDnel. tba• tvo groupe 

ruwe a pqNll total.llng 1.30 bllllcm. ••• • md togetbel" the,r .___will speDd .. ~;1.7 

bUlion 1n fleoal 1966. 

'l'h1 ~wesoDB powr and tbl vast apparatus, lt uaed blproperl;r. could mean the vibl"ina 

awq and eventuall,y the death of the 'Woep_.t¥ qat.a. 

How, than la D>thing constitutlonal]¥ ordained about rUDD!Dg our goverr.Dll8Dt rough 

tw great political part.tea. 

•t almoat froa the start our nation made such a choice. It was a wise decieion. We 

avoided 
--- the ohaoa ot a 11lUltl~ govel'IUII8nt. .fe avoided tha loss ot fl"eedoll ot the 

~-
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Although the new House RepubLican leadership hasn't won any spectacular 

legislative successes, and this has been appropriately noted by some, we never campaigned 

on a platform that by some strange sleight of hand~ secret potion with reproduction 

capabiliti~we could double our numbers and slice the opposition in half before 

November 196t>. As you well know, the numbers on each side of the aisle in the House 

have not changed except in once instance since November 3rd 140 Republicans to 

284 Democrats. The odds are rough. But, to coin a phrase -- with a little different 

twist -- ~~~ shall overcome. 

Perhaps you in your profession and those of us in ~ mine face the same 

powerhouse but in a different way. The White House and all its troops try to spoon-feed 

you and they try to clobber us. The President as "king-pin in the Executive Branch has 

over 2% million civilian employees with an annual payroLl of about $15 billion. In ad- (~11) --
dition, the White House controls the destiny of 2 million 600 thousand in the military (111) 

with a payroll of approximateLy $15 billion per year. The total annual payroll in the 
"=' 

Executive branch reaches the astronomical figure of $30 billion for over 5 million 100 

~~ti::f::o 
thousand. ~~ will spend in fiscal year 

,1 ? 

l9b6 about $126 billion.f ~ ~ ' 

This awesome power and the vast apparatus, if used tmproperly, could mean the 

withering away and eventually the death of the two-party system. Now, there is nothing 

constitutionally ordained about running our government through two great political 

parties. But almost from the start our nation made such a choice. It was a wise decision. 

We avoided the chaos of a multi-party government and the oss of freedom of the single-party 

system, while buil • u into government an additional set of checks and balances. 
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Those of you • coocerDea with the more ob.cure olitical 

happenings in Va•h1:qtoa may recall tb t 1 W<le elec.te4 Min rity I.Aader 
. . 
• of the uae of &.present tivea not lema aa by 18bdal14• vote of 

73 to 67. 

__-=-~ --Thia tri~h aivea me a cert in feeling f k1nah1p wtth the kindly 

fellow 4to bas juat intr duced 10 handaaHly, ycur new Pruiclent, 

Landslide 11 ir. 

ill Blair n4 I, ia fact 1 re livlng proof th t Claaocr cy worka, 

even in the lia.tional Prell Club &epublican caucus.. All you need is 

little Virtue, moderate ne bell of 1 t 

of uc • 

It\ ny weat, ~. ovaftlbel.latng mandata I received :ln J nuury d 
~ ~ r/. 44il'<lc.,. 

the v r1ous personal tr1t.~CnPhl 1 have c.hieved ·~ then have enc raged 

me to appear bef re y today as n uth r1ty ·- the pr b au of 

oppr .. eed min itt ... 
. ../ . 

I COllie here, in f ct, e defencler f ~ dountroddan 1n the 

Gre t S ciety •• the frees, the two-party politic 1 ayetem, and my dog. 

Let • "' firat th t 1 DOt one f th ee who blGaDH the pTeaa 

f r the lepublicaa dia ater f 1 at ~r. 

It VAl 8ll ovenrhelatua plebtaclte aaatut r natl 1 ticket. 

0811bly the flrat oe&At1Ye laD4al1de lD American history. 

!be iatakel of narrov f ctioaaU.am Wble produced this c t atropbe 

muat never be repu.t4Ml -· for even now, r two-party poU.tical ayatem is 

dangeroualy cloee to the brlok f a .. tructton. 



Di~k lovere s ref rred to it th one and one-half party 

~:~ystam, c nd not without aune justice. 

'l'his is er1 s matter indeed for a republic whose long politieal 

life has been bas~d importantly on th unique success of ita bro dly-represcnta-

Uve . twv-party system. 

Those f y u serving ~~e c unications edia nre aeutely ~·re of 

the danger • 

As gu.ar i ns uf the people• s right to knot1, for ex le, you are 

ell to that rl t When c1r traditional p litic 1 

hal ca gets tipped t ~ne idees crazil~4s it is tod y. 

Right now, I know you could do vith lot less lecturing en unity 

and consensus in fa-vur of fm'l more .Pre!i!-identtal press conference nd a 

lot mkre dmtnistrati n candor. 

o could e epublican . 

there are ly 140 of us left c~t · £ 435 

doing to make the majol"i.ty pay us any 

attention. 

But the election wbieu thinned c r r nk• also ltered ur ·rientat!on. 

r;he b&~vieat c au lties w~re ~ng tha most conaerv tive members. 

The result is that the Republic n ber• ip of th HoutJe tod y has 

a heavier con entrati n of these. wo t k. oderate positions in mvst matter~ 
And ye~st is rking withiP th t embership ·hich I n my 

soci4:tt:e$ of the nu e epublic :n lea ersbip are determined to convert 

into be.ttcr decisi ns by this ress nd substanti lly trcuger Republic· n 

re resentAtion in he next Congt"ess. 
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Younaer 1MSl e ecat.aa to the fore in our leacluabtp. 

We hava creatN a new COiaittee n Plaaalna aud laaearc:b under the 

chainaa.uhtp of lept'Uelltatlve ~arlea 1. Coo41e11 of lev Yon which la 

buildiU& up top fll&bt reMarch et.a~f uncler Dr. Villlaa lrendergaat, 

f~r rae~h director for the Bepubliean Battoaal ea.-itt ... 

We • creating apecial ta.t forcea on major aubatantive ta.uaa 

l.n •uc:h rapt~ euec .. a1on th.at one oba4tr'Yer c!eacrl~ u1 u 'an ti-

poverty psoop"aa for &.publican illtallectuala. 

!b ... taek forcea re ullll*f the job of &wel lq conatructlve 

illepublicaa lteraati"f'ee to adainiatration pr grams that we feel to be ln 

need of J.llprov-.nt, aDd to do the Job risht, they oatur lly require 

D4 n t beeauM of &D)' 

1 t-oUtle l ec.pet1tlcn fraa 

lapubllcaa ~·of the cGIUd.ttM JpUned Qaaln.tu 111118 M the 

Dea.oer•t• t -aDd -.cttcare. lb•e ebul4 be ao better te•t--t to tlul 

uaefulaeaa of CQmpetltt W qu te. 
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~lin •• 

not t. ng the xt pl y. 

l'le ten epubl·c er hf.a 

foreign olicy i 

ut :if en in ip rtis n hip 

in or 1 policy in the irit o ur V ndon ·r t that 

tim i. f~ 
s y fcll01.1 tOt:nllml~ .. ~ t:l}!:....;foettiret,_my.~~ ___ _____. 

g tti i to politics. 

in f 

nd it 1a 

Dut -rc. licy 1 rt 

Hey -- ot just 

u lng the 

ite e n 

t.n the 

f inistr t1on 

policy lr dy dot 

for cl .sur of ubltcnn crit ci of for ign 

t e 

br , id nf ti 
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A pubU. Congressman ho visited Vie~ 1 t ember made 

n tndepen t investigation d r turne<l to wlth a w rntng 

that de.sert1ona re bout t cur tA the outb Vietn 

jor sc 1 a 

catrnUnie ted thil \1 rntos t the White House in writing nd 

received n elm ledgament t:h t t e info tion 4d en received -- nd 

ecrat ry of fense. 

Dcserti a tn the South f1•tn e Army tripled in recent eeks, 

just e the epubl1c n C ngrel h d redtcted. cret ry f Defense 

MCN~r therefor w · t ctio e h d t k on the Congressman's 

tl'l t had never seen he w rnt:ag ln 

ueat10D. 

Under ina bi rti an foreign policy, sueh 4 sr rnlng -· 

e ardiess of ita ld t leaat 1 e Teaehed the 

puson co wh it s dir ted, not h rt•cll:'cutted t lower echel • 

t:h1e C eaeman'• warning obvioualy 

yond ny direct contribut1 epubU.e na ght ke to 

aetermin ti of forelgn policy ll the ort t tter f e fidence •• 

confidence betvuu 1 de'l'S l both partiu sed orkt.na closely together. 

nd publtc confideace t t the effoc:tlve pre1ence of lllin rley tbat 'Will 

ot riticlae if cosa ry i helping to • feguard 

of the min rt.ty b ve vested interest :in y 1ndlvidual ego .... 

r eait tton b 

kenaryto erv 

t dieturb!Qa the p _ Within the dllli.ntotr tlo lf 

the interest f the people. 

I 

I 
·I 

! 

I 
I 



Th18 y nnoy the d:ain!stTatton t tmos ut it lao can . 

1ncre s public c nfidcnce in public policy. and this !s important indeed. 

I aupp se you c ld look at the •ttu t1on of ue Rapublf.c na d 

just s y • wh t' • the uso?" 

th admintatr t1on does e a overwhelmed numeric lly 1n Congra8s. 

The Dem cr. tic P rty h D grosaly unfair ln lloc 

c. tte ataff bera ny c tte.ea ·- running e ish e 53 ataff 

bers f one c 1ttee rea onsib e to tbe Democr tlc Cb trman to only 

three et ff ll\flS.'tWers antible tc; the ra.nldng min rf.ty :ll*iJbe· 

of course the nistr tion haa • whole -====---­
Executive BranCh to aupport ita push for etm nt of • 

But e aeptibl!c na re eom1na up with ideas re 

' bel l1atened to -. even though the 

ant to insofar as ctu 1 votes v 11 ble r'e concerned. 

e re coming th i a on a bstantiw tuues a ve re ~~,!!• 

p with fre h 'thought on tb functioning of Congreas itself. 

e tde we re dts.cusain,g right nov 11 th t of re iring when b th 

ttt. ,ez cutiva nd l.egt 1 tf.v bran ea re controlled y tho e p rty th t 

the CODI.ilittees on C ernment Oper tiona of the House nd Senate e under 

contr 1 of e inorlty ~ rty. 

Here uld be genuine vehicl 

the inorlty would be be rd, that the 

for saurtng tb t tbe voice of 

jority ld be eo t ntly ~ notice 

th t lte ctions w re subject to effective nd critiCAl review. and th t the 

publtc vould kn that ny eovar-up f vrOt:J,g-doing ld be. itnpraba.bla if 

not tmpoaaible. 
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l think it 11 s fe to sp culate that were such an idea in effect 

no·~ thero JO\lld be much more public confidence that the ra 1 Bobby kker 

sto-ry had been told, nnd uo doubt ouch ore of the story actually ou the 

record. 

it is crt nt that the norf.ty be b rd -- ilqportant t the 

eople and tmp rtant to th minority p rty itself. -- Lord lcnOV8 we function today under h dicaps in this rupect. 

Every time tba Pl'eaident aneeaes, tbe br de at medi interrupt 

programs for lletins the ewspapers find pace on page one. 

Luel nd bu attJsl. chittedly y be livelier than .ltepublic 

taak force on Economic Opportunity •• but ls lt r lly more tmportant! 

Sb ld Lady Bird 1 a pansy bad take precedence in the newa accounts 

over Republic eff rt• to d 1 with oerf. • new farm roblema Which the 

adminiatr tion ia ignoring? 

And of course, lr:loat every rlean k~• 11 bOut tbos ag1u, 

Hila nd Ucr, the Prui4ent • • picking them up by the ears, the ubaequent 

loneliness of Him over ler'a de th. 

that 1 

Jut ·does lY e outtt.d• -z OWD =i.ly n.d fev tlh!u:>r• know 

~· pr¢04 master of noble golden retriever named uaar! Of 

Wbat • • eo p-oa.t about a Deocr tie oeagle that .U. h.1a 1a0ra 

f.mportaut th n a.publtc aol&m retd.aver! On behalf of &uaar~ I protHt. 

And ou behalf of the American future~ 1 euueat that the present 

political illbal ce ...... hotNVer Mlf-11lfliete4 the voUDd that u lltns 

the publican Party -• is not a aood thiq. 



• 

!he d y-tow y rebuilding f ublic n 

Party :cr..tst bea:t.n in the C0111J:eta and ... because 11 the Bouae -.s.at f ce 

,the voters next yenr -- the e :vLeet burden of the task rnwat be earri.ed 

in the au.•. 
We re out to conect that inl 1 nee. J'a.r froal ,aiahf.ns ' at's 

th u•o~' .. epublicans in the a se are wide open to fr•h id • ad 

ccnfideut that new approoehoa • entbus1o.a and 4ecUcution •Can wtn nev frl.nd• 

for the 'lepubliean P rty nd mBke taP t t ontributlon to tbe future f 

Amer1c • 



The Press Club speech, I think, should make the following points: 

(1) The survival of the two-party system is in danger. 

(2) The nation needs a more vigorous and powerful Republican Party. 

(3) The Republicans (particularly in the House) are trying hard to 
deserve greater popular support. 

(4) The press has a responsibility to see to it that the minority 
party gets a fair hearing. 

The following paragraphs say things that I think should be included 
in the speech: 

I am not sure that the dimensions of the Republican disaster of 1964 
have been fully understood by either Republicans or the press. 

The defeat of the Presidential ticket which received 38.5 percent of 
the vote,in some respects was the worst since the split in the Republican 
Party in 1912. The aggregate vote for Republican candidates for each House 
of the Congress was approximately 43 percent of the vote cast. But the 
election dashed any hope of Republican control of the Senate before 1971 
and the net loss of 38 seats in the House of Representatives reduced Republican 
strength there to one-third of the total membership. 

No less serious was the loss of more than 500 Republican seats in 
state legislative bodies. Although the election gave us one more Republican 
governor than we had before the election (and I salute the five candidates 
who succeeded in standing against the tide), there are today only three 
stat~s in which a Republican governor is supported by Republican majorities 
of both Houses of his legislature. 

Unfortunately, the state lawmakers elected in 1964 are redrawing the 
boundaries of perhaps 200 districts of the House of Representatives and thousands 
of state legislative districts. To the extent permitted by Federal law and 
the courts, they will draw them to perpetuate the minority status of the 
Republican Party. 

* * * * * 
We have seen the operation of consensus politics in the history of 

the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act which will be enacted 
in 1965. In both cases it was mass demonstrations, disorder, and violence 
that moved the Executive to recommend legislati~ and the Congress to enact it 
in Birmingham in 1963 and in Selma in 1965. 



A dangerous precedent has now been set. The impression has been 
given that the way to move the Federal government to action is not by 
reasoned argument around a conference table or before a legislative committee. 
Rather it appears that the way to get results is by mass picketing, by the 
sit-in demonstration, by disrupting the orderly life of a community, by 
situations which always pose the threat of violence and bloodshed. 

I do not blame those who use sue~ tactics when other means of 
securing redress of legitimate grievances are closed. I blame, first of all, 
those who kept closed the ordinary avenues for securing redress of grievances. 
But those who waited for the formation of a consensus before moving to deal 
with urgent problems of basic human rights cannot escape some share of the 
blame. 



growing 

~Yet even in of voting age were 

\ registered to vote in eleven Southern States. For some part of the 

2,800,000 who are unregistered, the franchise is unattainable regardless 

of their qualifications. In some islands of resistance, the Fifteenth 

Amendment to the~~=~u~s still being flouted. ~ ~ 

~ ~ ~tion of constitutional rights must endt'Z ttme oi the 

1966 election. 

The achievement of this goal 

Rights law. Thi.:,.~: 
requires a new and~ Federal Voting 

(1) effective y end the unconstitutional denial of the right to 
4 

vote everywhere in the United States; 

(2) terminate unreasonable standards for registration and voting 

without interfering with the reasonable requirements established by the 

states; 

(3) terminate any discriminatory application of requirements for 

regis~r!lfion and voting. • / '"/ ~ ~ f)~ .. .,.,. •• ;!:;' " 
L~l M,. .. q _...:r~ ~ ~ ~ I -, r I 
The Voting Righ{~ .bil{ which the Administration has submitted to the 
~~·-}~ 

Congress ~ ~o IIICd RDJ of these standards. . ;;.D/ 

This bill appears to affect only th:'~ which have some kind of 

literacy test as a qualification for voting. It does not app l y to f~r 

Southern states in which are found 25 per cent of the unregistered Ne s if
. 

o.J 
< 
a!. 



' 

2. 

of the South -- Arkansas, Florida, Tennessee, and Texas. It does not apply 

to Smith County, Texas, with low voter turnout among · a population of 27 per cent 

Negro. On the other hand, it does apply to Aroostook County, Maine,where ~ 

oneper cent of the population is non-white. 

This bill ignores~discriminatory practices used in the states that 

do not employ literacy and similar tests. 

In the literacy-test states it largely ignores discrimination that 

touches less than 50 per cent of the population. 

e has been 

~~~ 
that 

--
This bill introduces a strange kind of geographical discrimination. 

It nullifies the literacy test in Martin County, North Carolina, where 

49.9 per cent of the voting-age population went to the polls in 1964, but it 

leaves the literacy test in full effect in Guilford County, North Carolina, 

which registered a turnout of 52.5 per cent of its voting-age population. 

'· This l 1 1 1 rs bill leaves untouched too much discrimination in too 

many places. If it is passed as drafted, the Congress will find itself 

struggling with yet another voting rights bill in 1966 or 1967. 



""~ f 
. ,.,J t.:;(' 1 

4k~tJ) ~~~~?g:;_ 
~&tt~ thj e bE]] will not ~ the j ob~ere will be a Republican 

lvtU, e. ,J,_, ~ 
Voting Rights bill in the House of Repres en a tives. The '~epublican members 

A. 
of the House Judiciary Committee ~the members of the House Republican 

~~ 
Task Force on the Right to Vot~have been at work on such a bill for several 

weeks.~~~ing, among other proposals, those made by Republican Members T,r..,.__s: of the Congress ~fore the President presented his bill. ~te bi ll r~: · 

~ '::!£ uoQJ;:~w~~Ntt.,~ ~ ~ ~ r I 

"/f11111111 



lpaacb by a.p. Gerald 1. ford (I•IUcb) 

MTlOlW. PUll CLUB 

roa 1Jt1A11 'ti!!Pft AT 1 ...... DTCU, 1965') 

Tboaa of you who are coDCaraed vf.tb the .ora obacura poU.U.cal 

happaaiDII ill Vaahi .. toa uy recall that 1 waa elected IUaority I.Aadar of the 

Bouaa not loaa aao by a laadallda vote of 73 to 67. 

Thia trt.UIIpb at.vu .. a certain f .. llal of kt.uhf.p with the ki ... ly 

fallow vbo baa juat f.lltroducad me ao haM .... ly •• your new Praat.daDt, LadaUde 

llatr. 

1111 llair aDd 1, in fact, are lf.villa proof that •e.ocracy vorkl, even 

in the Rat tonal Preaa Club or a bpub Ucaa caucua. 

All you need ll aa ellaaatf.Oil of vlrt•, a IIOdarate a.ount of hard 

work, ancl loti of luck. 

In aay event, tba o....-elaf.Da Ulldate 1 received ia Ja...ary, aDII the 

unbroken record of aucce•••• atnce theft, have ancouraaH M to appear before you 

today ea an auth~ity •• on the probl ... of oppr .. aad alnort.tlaa. 



Aa vaa aaid two thouii&Dd yeara qo -- "Wbere the carcua ta, there 

... 
will the Mil .. aatber ." I • certala DOlle of you are here for aucb a 

purpoae today. 

/ 

Aa you Juaw, football ta reall 

,.l~t-lclaa becaw.e of tile job Heurlt)'! 

flrat lova. 

Jut al~aee lllclll- beat Or•oa ltata ill the aoae awl by 27 polata, 

aad, thrM d8JI later fOI'd beat bta oppoMDt by oaly 6 polllta , perU,• I 

choM the vro~a~ profeaalola! 

I have oftn WODIIared where I would aow be lf I ba4 accept .. CUrly 

J.s ... au1 a offer ill 1934 to play pro ball with the Or- lay Packera •• 

....-,.ootbel--t! t I 

It'• true tbat the Dn Rouae lapubllc• leactarahlp baaa1 t woa allJ 

lpectacular l .. lllatb·e auccaaMa. !lata bu b_.. appropriately DOt .. by 

aOM. Jut w Dever ca.palped on a platfOI'II that •• by aOM atra .. alalaht 

of bud or -lc potloa •• w could double our au.ber1 aDCI alice the 



_,_ 

A8 you wll kDGw, the aUIIIbera on each at .. of the alale lD the 

Bouae haft ~lD .. tba a- aiace lloWIIber tllil'cl ·- 140 bpubUcau to 

2t4 a-ocrata. !be odcla an roup. Jut. to colD a pbraae •• vttb a 

little cllffereat twiat •• -.. ahall overco.a." 

You lD yeur prof-loa ... t~e of ua iD 111 profeaaioa face tba 

a- pcNUboUM •• but lD a cliffU'aK WJ. 

!be White llouH ad all ita cnopa tl')' to apocm-feed you •• aDd 

Cbey tl')' to clobber ua. !be PruideDt haa virtually uaU.11ltad reaourcea 

for worktaa bla will •• a veritable ar., of exparta, autborltlaa, reaeercbara. 

Be ia aleo klJII piD of tba braDCb of aonr ... at tllet ..,1.,.. 

2% llilltoa ctvitta .. ~ coatrola the ... tta, of 2 ail1ioa 600 tboueaDcl 

(;IV ....... •', 
llilitary ,_ao ... l. !beN cvo aroupa baYe _...,,_,..o11 coat tatallilll 

t28 bUliola ••••• ad topther tbay wUl .,. .. o.ar 127 btl lion tax clollua 

I 



.... 
'l'hta .... .,.. powl' and the vut appaacua, if UMd blpl'.-lJ, 

'lbel'a ta aoelat.Da coaatltuc1ooa11J Ol'clal..S about nuf.Da 0111' 

IOWI' ... Dt tbl'oup two ll' .. t pol1C1cal pal'tiaa. 

lut allloat fl'• tbe atart our nation Mda auc:b a cbotca. It vu 

a wf.H claciatoa. Wa nof.decl tba chaoa of a •ltf.•,_.J aovu..ant. Va 

nof.dacl tbe loaa of &ae4Ga of tba af.Dala_,..., •J•t•. And w built into 

IO'MI' ... Dt an ..Wtttooal aat of cbacka aad balucaa. 

lOt onlJ doaa a aCI'OQI aacoad ~tJ provide the alectoraca wf.tb 

laat.alattve altai'D&t1ft8 but alM with a 1'-.rkablJ blab laval of bonutJ 

facta, bUI'att• the bubble of pl'opaaaada, uutufftna tha abtrt aad .,.. .... 

tha cOI'I'upt. You of the nwa Mella can pal'fona JOUI' job batter f.f tba 

ao far out of ktltal'. 



Wbea both the becutive aDd t.aielattw branche• ua cloaiuted 

by the •- political pG'ty, the C:O.itt•• on Covera.nt Operatiou 

of the BOUle aDd ~nate, wbich have broacl illftltiptiaa authority. 

ahoulcl be uDcler the coDtrol of the at.a.tc, party. It ... cu of l .. alU.cl 

colluaiOD when va fUel the auepect ucl the Diltrict Att01'M1 are bloocl 

relati.Ye•. To Mke our' federal aover-t f1mctiOD better, to help you 

aet the facta, lepubllcau in CoDar••• believe thil new lclu voulcl be a 

atep ia the rtaht cltrecttoa. 

Bera woulcl be a aeniDe vehicle to uaura that the voice of the 

atnortty would be beard, that the aajority would be coaatmt ly oa DOt ice 

that itl actione or tDactioDI vera eUbject to effective ancl critical review. 

Bere would be au ueuraace the public tRouP your' help voulcl kDGW that 

aay conr•up or woaaclollla voulcl be blprobab le, if not illpoaaib 11. 

It 11 Hfe to a,.culate tbat with eucb a eet•up there voulcl be 

aora public conflclenca that the rul IGbby Iaker etory bad bMD told. 



... 

Coaare••. We could M)', "What • • the UH 1"' !bat • • no auver fw the 

._ricaa people, for you or fK our•elve•. fortUD&tely, there u a 

coMtructive fenaot riaht aov in the bpubU.eaa farcy. 

We have all"eedy Mde •oae reorpaiaatioa of our interaal .-claiDel"y. 

~ a ... e.u ...zJ ,..J.C.•-C.-

Ibe a.•earch and Plaataa c:-ttt•~ b Wl'kial at loaa•raaae poUq. v. 

are creatf.ft& .,.cial taek forcu on •J• eubetantive ieeuea ill eucla 

rapid eucce•ef.on that one obeerver Hid w were Htti• up "aa anti J&££1 ty 

proar• for ..,ubU.caa lDtellectuale." 

John lbodu, witla a beef ... .,. etaff, u foli.ey eo-itt• cla&U.., 

and thi• reoraaaiucl aroup vtll deal vitb cunaat, UJ•to....,, leaielativa 

about eftlythial it wante to ill tbie ColalftU, .-ci.eulely if it twiete 

a fev erma ae it did ill the Reeear Yictory on aa appropriatioa bill a 

fev vaab qo. BaYartbeleee, ve vUl wiD on aa.e ie•uu iD tbie Coalr .. e. 
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1M .. pulican acrateay iA tba Roue vUl be df.Yenlfted. 

We 111 be arateful for aay »-ocr at lc auppol"t • lloreb or Iouth. -ro 

C41111Mtte vtth the Mlllaf.atratlon, w vlll off•& 

1. Oppoeltlota to Malld.atratin1 • aiM aacl •thod• when we 

thiDk both are woaa; but never obatructlnlla juat for lt• 

own eake. 

2. Coutructbe altenatlYU to MlatDlatratlOD •c:~ vben 

we fHl ca.., are &ac:kU.aa tba rkl!t pobl-, at h.a or abroad, 

tD the wona RJ• llouae lapubllc&M heft alrudJ rec~aUd 

rupoaalbla Jl'opoeala thla,...... lD Mdlcara, aducatloa, bouabl 

J. Workable proar-. -.loped Chl'ouah ouzo tuk f01"C:U 1 to 

Mat tba .aJl7 ~obl- the Mablatratioll la ipol'l'DI or 

-lac:tf.aa. Ve refua to c:ODC ... that ~rat• have a •...011 

n f.d ... f• the aolutf.on of •-•tic: or fOI'af.p •tfff.c:ultf.u. 



... 
4. Wholehearted aupport for the Pr•f.c1eat vbea we thlu be 

ta rf.abt. Ytet ... poU.cJ tD the lut f• weka u the pl"t. 

__,le. JIDre aDd 110re ..,ubltc- heft at8UDChlJ backed tile 

wtthclr .. l. 

OD the ~attc eceae we recall tbat the Collar••• hu enactecl 

three 1•• Oil Ctvtl atahta atDCa 1957. Prop-... hu MaD -·· tD tbe 

Iouth becauae there u a arawtaa public coucteace aacl eeaae of juettce. 

Yet avea tD 1964 far: too MD7 eUatble llqroea of vott• ac• were 

DOt reatatencl to vote to eltrMD loutbel'll ltatea. fOI' ao.e part of tbe 

2,800,000 wbo .... uanauter .. , tba fl'ucbU. " UD&ttataable reaanleu 

of their .ualtftcattne. la IOM Ulasacla of reatatace, the fift•ath 

AMact.at to the CoDatttutioD la ettll INaf.Da flouted. 
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The ..,ubU.caa le .. •ehtp iutata thia •tolactoa of coutttutlnal 

rlabta ~t end prior to the 1966 elecctoa. 

!be achie'YeMDt of thu aoal r .. uine a nw aad acroaa hcleral 

YottDa llaht• Law. !bia laatatactoa ahoulcla 

(1) effecCiftlJ and a,..ciUy eacl Cha uac:cmatituClcmal .. Dial 

of the rtaht to •ot• ~· la tbe Ualted ltatea & 

(2) teraiaate uar .. eoaable atanclarcla for r .. latratloa aad 

wt- without f.atarferl• with Che reuoaabla r .. uu..-a 

eatabltahecl by cbe atat•a 

(l) teraf.aate any •tacrf.lli..._, applicatioa of r .. utr...ca 

(4) abaulcl aot paaallM areaa wbicb are DOC pUty of clucrf.III.Dattoa. 

'rbe Yotf.aa lqbta blll vhlch che Mtataucrat 1oD baa aubatctecl to tba 

eoaar ... falll ·~t of ... ctaa tb••• ataaclarcla. 
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'l'hf.a ltf.ll .,._. to affect ODlJ tbe 11, pouiblJ 10, 

atataa wf.cla baw ._. kf.M of lf.._aq t .. t u a ...-1Uf.catf.OD lor 

wtf.aa. It c1oaa a.& ..,11 to lour loutlaerD atat• ill wf.cla era IOUDI 

25 ,_. cant of the ....... t.at• .. llqroaa of the Iouth -- Arkaaaaa, 

%aU, with low YO&• tunout-.... a ,.,.~a&t.oa of 27 par caDt llqn. 

oae per cant of the ,.,.tat loa f.a .... -wt.te. 

'lhf.a ltf.ll ta•ru thoee ·~ practtcaa UMd f.D tbil 

atat .. that do DOt .. loJ lf.t•MJ aDd alaU• t•ta. 

that touchea l .. a tbaa 50 per cat of tlaa ,.,.latf.oe. 

'l'hf.a ltf.ll ..._..ucae a atr-.. kiM of pop'Aplaf.cal dU.t•t-toa. 

It .. uutaa tba lta.eq t .. t ta lllrtta Ge ''• llorth CUoltaa, -. • .,.. 

49.9 ,_ cant of tlwa wtS.·• ..,.latf.oa wat to the polla 1la 1H4, ltut 

it lanu tbe lf.aw .. , t•t ta full affect ta hf.llord eo-ty, llol'tla _.ll•• 



which rqtater..S a turuout of 52. S p• eent of ita vot taa..... populatf.OD. 

!bia bill leavea UDtouched too .uch cltacrlaination ill too MDJ 

lacea If tt 1a p&lncl u •ratt•, the ~·• will find itMlf 

atruglf.q with yet .other votloa rf.ahta bf.ll f.n 196f or 1967. 

1M Adaintatratf.on1 a bf.ll will not aec011plf.ah all that aJat ba 

done. Under the l...._.llll.p of CoDan•.-n WilU.• llcCullocb of Ohio, 

I believe thera will be a lapubU.can YotiDa af.abta bill ln tba Houae of 

.. publica....._., of tbe BouH J\IIUc.._,. ~ttee, the...., •• of the 

Bouee lapub lic:an faak tofte on the &f.aht to Vote • and otbera, have ben 

at work on auch a bf.ll for · aeveral weka. !bey are couiderf.Da, tiiiODI 

other propoaala, tboee Mele b1 ..,_lie• .....,_, of the Collar•• before 

the Pru!Aient ,nMated hf.a bill. 'lhf.a IIOI'e effect f.ve propoeal vtll be 

nady for coutderatioa bJ tbe HOUM ec-ttt .. on the Judtctay. 
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!bu overall blueprint few l.epubltcan taaialattve acttoa 

la buect on vbat w c.oacatve to be our ht1 to the 4S pw cent of the 

•rtcu elec.t•ate vbo put • f.D offic.e, and to the ,...le .. a 

It l8 baeacl on the harfi truth chac the &apubltc.u PU&J to vta 

lll 1966 aaet earn aDd nplD tba r..,.cc of •111 aUU.ou of votera ·-

&Del tt caa1 t do chu bJ atttf.aa on the aW.U.-a aDd •Ullaa for an 

tatamatloDal or ._.tic c.atutropba to produce a call for a ctumaa M 

l..._ahtp. 

It ia baaed alao on e pl'ofoUDII convtc.ttoa that aGMthf.aa aore 

than talk of uaf.&J and couauua ta 4•..tad ~ the chall•••• of OUI' 

tt.ea. 

We aubac.l'tbe to tbe obaanattou of lenat« Robert A. raft ta 

1951, eadornct bJ Joba r. baMdy tn 1960, that "tf you penalt ..,..1. f) 
to untcy to bl'ba aa ..,. to al&f.c:ila, - ............ not •lJ' tbe 0:. 
coaatituttolllll U.bentee of our c.oantl'J, but even tea futUl'e exleteuee." 



we raiM the .-.ctoe of whether tt ta eftOUih tn th ... 

U,a of deaa• aDd t._U for our PruU.t to eoatf.DUe to aet a 

a cODHnaua polttlef.an tut ... of a atatUMD wbo leeda. 

Vaf.tf.na f• a conaauua can and often doaa Man f&Dol'iaa 

It can aDd cloaa 118&n twwactloe until the rtota atart •• 

vhathu f.n laqoa 01' f.a lelM. 

Ntf.afaetlon -- ac:COI'dllla to •~ wll-kaalm eol--.f.ata -· to our 

poU.cJ f.a Iouth Ytat - a one of "lraatf.va f.nacttoa." 

to •• thia f.a a fautaatk coac.,t ·- batt• duerf.bed, 

,_bapa, u ·~ ,_.l,af.a." 

Yet thia attitude vaa reflect .. lD the ltata of the Unf.oa 

lllanaa, wblc:h hlleated that tbe tataraattonal aeane vu ao illproved 

that we could all bu& forllt tt tn fa.or of doa.attc affaire. 



!be clleatta, of RA!O ta all ut &pond by the *1111n1atratta. 

laaaer aDd lululnao thumb 'bef.r noau vttb --ma ..,uatty. 

ADd the dla~ttve votcu 1n the -..crattc ••r'J not nly 

national crUU •• CbeJ alao ralae the vert II'&Ve ..... of a Cc I mtat 

-'acalculatton •• to our tnteatloaa 1D Ytat ... aDd lolth ... t Aaia. 

We believe 1a bep1DI the ball on the __,,. aoal 11ne •• 

DOt bact•,...lha to our I0-7acl U.DII before ata'tlaa the neat play. 

fKeip policy 1a fin aM dactatve on the aide of &Mclom aad ill the 

aat loraal tatereat. 

But tf e'MI' there waa a tt.a f• broed•aauaed rotvel of pauiDII 

bt•pal'tiMaablp f.D fonf.p polkJ ta the ap1rtt of the late lenetor 

Arthur Yaade-.a, that tt. 11 now. 

lenator • .....,._,, who va -.y tellw t~. 

reapoutble for 1111 ptttDa tnto poltttca. 



-u-

Be antw4 .a a thouPtful c:O..,t of tt. aatln1 • beat 

latereata la fOI'eip polf.cJ Mttera wlllch ..,_. tt. __.leu ,..,le 

-aatftc:eDtlJ wll •• aDd lt la a coacept wlatc:h I would be honond 

to ulp to ...... ...,_. c:UI"nat pollcJ la Iouth Ylet -· 

•ut fenlp pollcJ bl-pertlaa'Milf.p ta the Ya.....,_a ,.&tKD 

_... aeautM o-ultatln ac:roaa ,_.,,. liMa la .. tKalaf.Da pollc7 •• 

DOt juet uataa tbe _.lie- for aft••thouabt vf.rMiow u ... lJia. 

It dou aot .... D MrelJ a a..-ou to the White Rouae ta a --•t 

Joar .... tt ..a fOI'ec:loaure of ..,ubltc• c:rltlc:U. of fcwelp 

pollq vheD w are c:oavtac:ed the jdldalatl'atioD ta woea. 

a-a of OUI' pnbl-. ,_ttAnaWlJ a lack of •ltJ. baft beea 

c:reat .. bJ ..,_ltc-. Oil behalf of -.tca•a futvn, I auaa•t that tbe 

preHat poU.ttc:al ii~Nlaac:e •• hcMmal' .. lf•lafllc:t .. •• ta DOt a · aood tlaf.Da. 



ta f.t• appeal, or ~ueat .. to haw 8ucb a '-•• banver uafaf.r 

the cbal'ae ataht be •• aDd attll attract the MjOI'tty of the electoraae. 

!he blah ar..,.. of .oderatf.OD with UDHlft•h uatty 18 aot •ly 

c~ boi'••·HDH fOI' • political Party ·• tt 18 alao repreHDtattft of 

the people ad lD U..ID& with tMI _._lytDa aeatua of the -.rtcaa 

political ay•t•. 

1M .., • ....._ rabuUdlaa of ..... llcaa poU.cy ad tba Party 

.uat bqlD lD the Coaana• •• aDd becauaa all the BOUM ••t face the 

voter• aut,._., the hMYte•t burdaa of the taak -.t be carried ta the Bouu. 

We eta to cOftect that blbaluce •• to re-a•tabltab two•pat"t7 

aovar .. at. rar fr• 1-..ctaa our fate, Bo•• lap•u.cau are wtda opa 

to freab ld ... ad collfW..t that DW .,..o.cbaa, full pG'ttclpattoa, 8DII 

n....,.d dedf.cattOD ca MI.'D MV. frtaad• for the lapul»ltcaa PRay, ad Mica 

aa blportaDt contributioD to the future of ._rica. 



D. RooMwlt. wbo ooce ilatroduced the White Bouee Pn•• Corpe to 

Wluton CburcbUl •• "'lr belo* wolvu.• Let • acW • footnote -

the Preef.dent MJ haft eo. reeenacioae about taldaa you into hle 

confUence, but leDAtOI' Dlrben aad I 4o not. 



Speech by Rep. Gerald R. Ford (R-Mich) 

NATIONAL PRESS CLUB 

FOR RELEASE ON DELIVERY 
AT 1 P.M. EST, March 25, 1965 

Those of you who are concerned with the more obscure political 

happenings in Washington may recall that I was elected Minority Leader of the 

House not long ago by a landslide vote of 73 to 67. 

This triumph gives me a certain feeling of kinship with the kindly 

fellow who has just introduced me so handsomely -- your new President, Landslide 

Blair. 

Bill Blair and I, in fact, are living proof that democracy works, even 

in the National Press Club or a Republican caucus. 

All you need is an allegation of virtue, a moderate amount of hard 

work, and lots of luck. 

In any event, the overwhelming mandate I received in January, and the 

unbroken record of successes since then, have encouraged me to appear before you 

today as an authority -- on the problems of oppressed minorities. 



I? 
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I now await your grilling somewhat in the spirit of Franklin 

D. Roosevelt, who once introduced the White House Press Corps to 

t.Jinston Church i 11 as "my be loved wo 1 ves." Let me add a footnote --

the President may have some reservations about taking you into his 

confidence, but Senator Dirksen and I do not. 

# # # # # 



World affairs will continue to call upon our energy and courage. 

But today we can turn increased attention to the character of American 

life. 

(Excerpt from President Johnson's State of the Union Message - Jan. 4, 1965) 



"First of all, I regard my own responsibility in this field as 

making available to all of you all of the information that I can consistent 

with the national interests on as fair and as equitable a basis as possible. 11 

* * * * 

"Second, I consider it the responsibility of the press to report those 

facts to the American public as fully and as -- as possible and in the 

best perspective possible. 

"The press, of course, also has the right and has the duty to comment 

on the facts in any way that it sees fit. But that is a right and not ~ 

responsibility." 

(Excerpt from transcript of President Johnson's News Conference on Alabama 
and Vietnam- at the LBJ Ranch on March 20, 1965). 



. Matter of Fact 
Johnson's Cuba II 

• • • • • By Joseph Alsop 
: : ..; c; ,.. 
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1 • uot sure that: tH dbMDiiou of the l.epuhltca cliuatu of 1964 
have beeR ~lly waderetood by either lapublteana or the press. 

!be cle!ut of tbe h'eatd.ellt:l&l t:iebt which received 38. J perceat of 
the vot:e.ta some •.-pecta waa the woret atace the apllt ta the 18pvblicaa 
Puty ill 1912. !be &SP"ea&te vote foe lepu.bU."" c.aa4ld.&tu .for each Bouse 
of the Congreaa wae apprCI'Jdately 43 puc•t ot the vote cut. But the 
elect1oa daahed car hope of Republican coatrol of the Senate betoce 1971 

nd the net loee of 3t seats f.a the House of :bpr•ea-t.attvu a"edue.t &epubll 
etreaath there to oae-thircl of the total ... ~tp. 

Mo lue ter1011a vu the lou of •ore thaD 500 1les*bllcan 1eata ta 
state l .. lalatl..ft Dc.ll... Although the electf.oa pv. wa one 11110te J.epvbllcu 
SO¥a'aW thaa we ha4 MfOl'e tbe el-.ctleta (aad I aalute tU f"" c&n4lclat .. 
who auccuded ta ataaU.111 ••tut the tlcla). thKe are t:o4q oat,. three 
atatea in wbteh a &epublteu ao.uaor 18 supported "' ~U.ca •J~1t1• 
of boda Bouaea of hla l .. ulat~~n. 

ISO ortu~etate la•akue elected ill 1964 are n8awt .. the 
bouzuiariea of perbap dittricta of the Bouse of hpnleot&tlvaa and chou 
of state l..UlatS:n 4 atr1ctl. .,o the •tet perad.ttM bf P.clftal 1• and 
the courts, they will dr• th• to ,_,etuac.e the minority etatu.a of the 
Republlcaa Ja"J· 

• 



1 

We b-.e eeen tba op~ation of coaeena~ polltto• 1D the history of 
the Clvtl tiabta Act ef 1964 and the Vottna IJ.pta .kt which vUl be euettld 
1a 1965. Ia both caue it wu IWII daaonatratione, dtaor4ez' • aDd vtolnce 
that aoved tbe IKec•tve to re.c:< eod lepalatt.a &lid the COQ,gress to tmact it 
in lt.S.a&ha ln 1963 and ill lela& Ul 1965. 

A dangerous precedent baa 11011 beaD aet. the fapruat. hu bMn 
given that th. way to aove th• recleral sowenatmt to aottOD ta not by 
l'ftBODM uauuat arOund a cODfueaca ta•l• Ol' before a llptlative c.~tcee. 
R ther 1t appeue that the W&J to pt reaulta f.a ,a.y maae pickftilla. J.y the 
sit-b. deaoo.ttl'atton, by 4laruptJ.aa the ordftly life of a c• r mity. 117 
aituattou vblch lwaya poae the tlu:eat t>f vit>leace &M 'b1oo4ahed. 

I 4o not bl- thoae wbo use euch tactua ltba othir.r uane of 
securing r.drus of leatttaate ll'iwmeM are cloafiCl. 1 bl••• ftrat of all~~ 
tboaa who kept cloaed the ordinary avenue• for securina l'edrua of pi8¥&Jt.C ... 
But tboae who valtecl f~ t.M t~ttoa of a conseuua hfore aoviaa to c!Ml 
vltb ura•t pl'o'b1- of b4sic m.an l't.pta camwt eacape 1'12le allQ'e of the 
bl ... 



Wlt•drawai.Deata .... J 

\ .. 
China Says It's Ready . ~ . ,, . 

To Assist Viet Reds ~·.· 
Korea-Type.W ar • 
Is Seen If Peking 
Sends in Troops 

Prom News Dlapatebea 
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NATIONAL PRESS CLUB S.PEECH 

March 25, 1965 

Those of you who are concerned with the more obscure political 

happenings in Washington may recall that I was elected Minority Leader of the 

House of Representatives not long ago by a landslide vote of 73 to 67. 

This triumph gives me a certain feeling of kinship with the kindly 

fellow who has just introduced me so handsomely, your new president, Landslide 

Blair. 

Bill Blair and I,in fact, are living proof that democracy works, even 

in the National Press Club or a Republican caucus. 

All you need is an allegation of virtue, a moderate amount of hard 

work, and one hell of a lot of luck. 

In any event, the overwhelming mandate I received in January and the 

unbroken record of successes since then have encouraged me to appear before you 

today as an authority -- on the problems of oppressed minorities. 

There is a passage from the Bible -- "Where the carcass is there will 

the eagles gather." I am certain none o;'ou are here for such a purpose today. 

As you know, football is really my first love. I only becamfe a 

politician because of the job aecurity! 

But since Michigan beat Oregon State in the Rose Bowl by 27 potnta, and, 

three days later Ford beat his opponent by only 6 points, perhaps I chose the 

wrong profession! 

I have often wondered where I would now be if I had accepted Curly 

Lambeau•s offer in 1934 to pay pro ball with the Green Bay Packers -- perhaps 

on the Supreme Court! 

Since January 4th something tells me that I failed to score the point 

after touchdown on several occasions. 



-2-

Although the new House Republican leadership hasn't won any spectacular 
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Speech by Rep. Gerald R. Ford (R-t·~ich) 

~'ATior~AL PRESS' CLUB 

FOR RFLEASE ON DELIVERY 

at 1 P.H. EST, t:arch 25, 1965 

Let's take a look at the Republican Party in. the !louse of Representat1.ves. 

It's true that the new Fouse r.epublican leadership hasn't won any spectacular 

legislative successes. This has been appropriately noted by some. But we never 

campaigned on a platform that--by some stran~e sleight of hand or magic potion--we 

could double our numbers and slice the opposition in half before ~lovember 1966. 

As you well know, the numbers on each side of the aisle in the House have 

remained the same since November 3rd---140 republicans to 294 Democrats. The odds 

are rou~h. But , to coin a phrase--with a little different twist-- ·we shall 

overcome. 

You in your profession and those of us in my profession face the same powerhouse 

--but in a different way. 

The tVhite llouse and all its troops try to spoon-feed you----and they try to 

clobber us. The President has virtually unlimited resources for working his will-·· 

a veritable army of experts, authorities, researchers, propa~andists and the like. 

He is also king pin of the branch of government that employs:2~1/2 million 

civilians and controls the destiny of 2 million 600 thousand military personnel. 

These two groups have a payroll cost totalling $28 billion ••••• and together they 

will spend over 127 billion tax dollars in fiscal 1966. /¥' ~ ~ ~ (J (/ i:? L r C 4 J//9 
Jv 1 I'#- hJ J;:.- 1..1 A o 1 t... A-~ 1r t ,v A or- A ~ ~ ,\. P A , c ..v ;1:: ~ ;y l:J / 

This awesom,lpower and the vast apparatus , if used improperly, could mean the 

withering away and eventually the death of the two-party system. 

There is nothing consitutionally ordained about running our government throu~h 

two great political parties. 

But almost from the start our nation made such a choice. It was a wise 

decision. He avoic:!ed the chaos of a multi-party government. He avoided the loss of 

freedom of the single party system. And ~e built into government an additional set 

of checks and balances. 

Kot only does a strong second party provide the electorate with legislative 

alternatives but also with a remarkably high level of honesty and frankness. 

Our American news media have a noble tradition in demanding the facts, bursting 

the bubble of propaganda, unstuffing the shirt and exposinF the corrupt. You of the 

news media can perform your job better if the relative strengths of our two parties 

are more nearly in balance and not so far out of kilter. 
I 

t.Yhen both the Executive and Legislative branches are dominated by the same 
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political party, the Committees on Government Operations of the Rouse and Senate. 

~..rhich have broad investigatine authority, should be under the control of the 

minority party. It smacks of legalized collusion when we find the suspect and the 

Olstrict Attorney are blood relatives. To make our Federal government function 

better, to help you get tne facts, ~epublicans in Con~ress believe this new idea 

would be a step in the right direction. 

Here would be a genuine vehicle to assure that the voice of the ~inority would 

be heard, that the majority would be constantly on notice that its actions or 

inactions were subject to effective and critical review. Here would be an assurance 

the public through your help would know that any cover-up or wrongdoing would be 

improbable if not impossible. 

It is safe to speculate that ~vith such a set-up there would be more public 

confidence that the real Eobby Baker story had been told. 

The Democrats certainly have us overwhelt!'ed numerically in Con~ress. ~\1e could 

say: · ~-Jhat 's the use?" That's no ans\ver for the American people, for you or for 

ourselves. Fortunately there is a constructive ferment right now in the P.epublican 

Party. 

We have already made some reorganization of our internal machi.nery. The 

Research and Planning Committee is working at long-range policy lve are creating 

special task forces on major substantive issues in such rapid succession that one 

observer said we were setting up 'an anti-poverty program for Republican intellectual&' 

John Rhodes, with a beefed-up staff, is Policy Committee chairman, and this 

reorganized group will deal with current, day-to-day legislative problems. 

On the basis of simple mathematics, the Administration can pass about every-

thing it wants to in this Congress, particularly if it twists a few arms as it did 

in the ~!asser victory on an appropriation bill a few "'eeks ago. Nevertheless we 

will lifin on some issues in this Con~ress. ' 1ore importantly, Republicans will build 

a record for a substantially stronger representation after November 8, 1966. 

The Republican strategy in the House 1dll be diversified. Fe '11 be grateful 

for any Democratic support, North or South. To compete with the Aoministration, we 

will offer~ 

1. Opposition to Admmmistration's aims and methods when we think both 

are wrong but never obstructionism just for its own sake. 

2. Constructive alternatives to Admmmistration schemes when we feel they 

are tackling the !~eht problems at home or abroad, in the ~rop~ way. 

House Republicans have already recommended responsible proposals this year ilJ.\'' · 

medicare, education, housing and Appalachia. i:'~···:. ' ~~·..~ 
-.J 
< 
"~ 
\.--" 
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3. Uorkable progratrs, developed throu(!h our task forces, to meet the many 

problems the Administration is ignoring or neglecting. We refuse to 

concede that Democrats have a monopoly on ideas for the solution of domestic or 

foreigu difficulties. 

4. Hholehearted support for the President when we think he is right. Viet-r-;am 

policy in the last few t-1eeks is the prime example. :•'1ote and more Republicans 

have staunchly backed the President while more and ~ore Democrats have 

changed their tune to favor immediate ne~otiation and tail-between-our­

legs withdrawal. 

On the domestic scene we recall that the Congress has enacted three laws on 

Civil Rights since 1957. Progress has been made in the South because there is a 

grot·dng public conscience and sense of justice. 

Yet even in 1964 far too many eligible Negroes of voting age were not 

registered to vote in eleven Southern States. For some part of the 2,800,000 who 

are unregistered, the franchise is unattainable regardless of their qualifications. 

It~ some islands of resistance, the Fifteenth Amendment to the Cons~itution is still 

being flouted. 

The Republican leadership insists this violation of constitutional rights must 

end prior to the 1966 election. 

The achievement of this goal requires a new and strong Federal Voting Rights 

taw. This legislation should· 

(1) effectively and speedily end the unconstitutional denial of the 

right to vote everywhere in the United Sta~es· 

(2) t~rminate unreasonable standards for registration anc voting without 

interfering with the reasonable requirements established by the states· 

(3) terminate any discri~inatory application of requirements for registration 

and voting, 

(4) should not penalize areas t-Thich are not guilty of discrimination. 

The Voting Rights bill which the Admmmistration has submitted to the Congress 

falls short of meeting these standards. 

This bill appears to affect only the 18, possibly 20, states which have some 

kind of literacy test as a qualification for voting. It does not apply to four 

Southern states in which are found 25 per cent of the unre~istered Negroes of the 

South -- Arkansas 1 Florida, Tennessee, and Texas. It does not apply to Sr:1.ith County, 

Texas, with low voter turnout amon~ a population of 27 percent Negro. On the other 

hand~ it does apply to Aroostook County, Haine, l~here only one per cent of the. 

population is non-white. 
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This bill ignores those discriminatory practices used in the states that do not 

employ literacy and similar tests. 

In the literacy··test states it lar~ely ignores discrimination that touches 

less than 50 per cent of the population. 

This bill introduces a strange kind pf geographical discrimination. It 

nullifies the literacy test in Hartin County, North Carolinat where 49.9 per cent 

of the voting-age population went to the polls in 1964, but it leaves the literacy 

test in full effect in t?uilford County; North Carolina, which re~istered a turnout 

of 52.5 per cent of its voting-age population. 

This bill leaves untouched too much d:f.scrimination in too many pleaces. If it 

is passed as drafted) the Conpress will find itself strugglin~ with yet another 

voting rights bill in 1966 or 1967. 

The Adtt:inistration 's bill will not accomplish all that must be done. Under 

the leadership of CongressMan Hilliam HcCulloch of Ohio I believe there will be a 

~epublican Voting Rights bill infue House of Represeca£ives that will be more 

comprehensive in its application. The Republican members of the H~use Judiciary 

Com~ittee, the members of the House Republican Task Force on the Rieht to Vote and 

others have been at work on such a bill for several weeks. They are cons:f.dering, 

anM'lg other proposals, those made by Republican "embers of the Congress before the 

President presented his bill. This more effective proposal wil. be ready for 

consideration by the House Committee on toe Judiciary. 

This overall blueprint for Republican legislative action is based on what we 

corceive to be our duty to the 43 percent of the American electorate who put us in 

office£ and to the people as a whole who face ever~creasing Federal domination and 

erosion of their liberties unless an articulate opposition functions effectively. 

It is based on the hard truth that the Republican Party to win in 1966 must 

earn and regain the respect of many millions of voters and it cantt do this by 

sitting on the sidelines and waiting for an international or domestic catastrophe 

to produce a call for a change of leadership. 

It is based also on a profound conviction that something more than talk of 

unity and consensus is demanded by the challenges of our times. 

Ve subscribe to the observation of Senator Robert A. Taft in 1951, endorsed by 

John F. Kennedy in 196C. that ·if you permit appeals to unity to bring an end to 

criticism, we endanger not only the constitutional liberties of ouroountry, but 

even its future existence. 

We raise the question of whether it is enough in these days of danger and 

turmoil for our President to continue to act as a consensus politician instead o~ 

a statesman who leads. 
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Faiting for a consensus can and often does mean ignoring little problems uutil 

they become big ones. 

It can and does mean inaction until the riots start -- whether in Saigon or 

in Selma. 

As recently as January, the President was referrin~ t,.rith satisfaction ·--

according to some well knor·m columnists--to our policy :f.n South Viet-Nam as one 

of ' creative inaction,~~ 

To me this is a fantastic concept -- better described, perhaps, as dynamic 

paralysis." 

Yet this attitude was reflected i11 the State of the Union nessage ~ wh:f.ch 

suggested that the international scene ,.1as so improved that t<7e could all but forget 

it in favor of domestic affairs. 

The disarray of NATO is all but 'ignored by the Administration. Nasser and 

Sukarno thumb their noses with seeming impunity. 

And the disruptive voices in the Democratic Party not only undercut the 

President in his conduct of foreign affairs at a time of national :risis· they also 

raise the very grave danger of a Communist miscalculation as to our in~entions in 

Viet-·i:Jam. and Southeast Asia. 

tie believe in keeping the ball on the enemy's goal line--not back-pedaling to 

our 20-yard line before starting the next play. 

The President can always count on Republican support when hisfbreiP.n policy 

is firm and decisive on the side of freedom and in the national interest. 

But if ever there was a time for broad-gua~ed revival of genuine bi•partisanship 

in foreign policy in the spirit of the late Senator Arthur ~7andenberg, that time 

is now. 

S~ator Vandenberg, who was my fellow townsman, was largely responsible for 

my gettin~ into politics. 

Ee arrived at a thoughtful concept of the nation's best interests in foreign 

policy matters which served the American people magnificently well -- and it is a 

concept which I would be honored to help to expand beyond current policy in South 

Viet-Nam. 

But foreign policy bipartisanship in the Vandenberg pattern means genuin~ 

consultation across party lines in determining policy -- not just using the U.epublicans 

for after-thought window dressing. 

It does not mean merely a summons to the tVhite House in a moment of crisis, and 
•l 

then calling in the photo?raphers and announcing Republican endorsement of an : 

Administration policy already determined. 
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Nor does it mean foreclosure of Republican criticism of fore~ policy "1hen we 

~re convinced the Administration is wrong. 

Some of our problems, particularly a lack of unity, have been created by 

0,epublicans. On behalf of America's future, I sul\gest that the present polHical 

imbalance -- however sclf··inflicted-- is not a good thing. 

Under our system no Party can be doctrinaire, sectarian, narrow in its apt>eR.l 

or nisreprescnted to have such an image, however, unfair the charge mi~ht be-- and 

still attract the majority of the •Jlectorate. 

The high ground of moderation "1ith unselfish unity i.e not only common horse·· 

sense for a political party--it is also representative of the people and in keeping 

with the underlying genius of the ~merican political system. 

The day-to··day rebuilding of Republican policy and the Party must begin in the 

Congress ~-- and because all the House must face the voters next year, the heaviest 

~urden of the task must be carried in the House. 

He aim to correct that imbalance -- to re-establish two-party government. Ji'ar 

from lamenting our fate, Bouse Republicans are wide open to fresh ideas and 

confident that new approaches, full t>articipation, and renewed dedication can earn 

new friends for the Republican Party and made an i~portant contribution to the 

future or America. 
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Let's take a look at the Republican Party in the ~ouse of Representatives. 

It's true that the new House Republican leadership hasn't won any spectacular 

legislative successes. This has been appropriately noted by some. But we never 

campaigned on a platform that--by some stranee sleight of hand or magic potion--we 

could double our numbers and slice the opposition in half before ~lovember 1966. 

As you well know, the numbers on each side of the aisle in the House have 

remained the same since November 3rd---140 ~epublicans to 2f4 nemocrats. The odds 

are rough. But, to coin a phrase--with a little different twist-- 'we shall 

overcome. 

You in your profession and those of us in my profession face the same powerhouse 

--but in a different way. 

The l~ite House and all its troops try to spoon-feed you----and they try to 

clobber us. The President has virtually unlimited resources for working his will--

a veritable army of experts, authorities, researchers, propagandists and the like. 

He is also king pin of the branch of government that employa ·2~1/2 million 

civilians and controls the destiny of 2 million 600 thousand military personnel. 

These two groups have a payroll cost totalling $28 billion ••••• and together they 

will spend over 127 billion tax dollars in fiscal 1966. 

This awesome power and the vast apparatus, if used improperly, could mean the 

withering away and eventually the death of the two-party system. 

There is nothing consitutionally ordained about running our government throu~h 

two great political parties. 

But almost from the start our nation made such a choice. It was a wise 

decision. Pe avoided the chaos of a multi- party government. He avoided the loss of 

freedom of the single party system. And we built into government an additional set 

of checks and balances. 

Not only does a strong second party provide the electorate with legislative 

alternatives but also with a remarkably high level of honesty and frankness. 

Our American news media have a noble tradition in demanding the facts, bursting 

the bubble of propaganda, unstuffing the shirt and exposing the corrupt. You of the 

news media can perform your job better if the relative strengths of our two parties 

are more nearly in balance and not so far out of kilter. 

When both the Executive and Legislative branches are dominated by the same 
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political party, the Committees on Government Operations of the !-!ouse ar.d Senate) 

which have broad investigating authority~ should be under the control of the 

minority party. It smacks of legalized collusion when we find the suspect and the 

District Attorney are blood relatives. ·To make our Federal government function 

better, to help you get the facts, Republicans in Conpress believe this new idea 

would be a step in the right direction. 

Here would be a genuine vehicle to assure that the voice of the ~inority would 

be heard, that the majority ~·rould be constantly on notice that its actions or 

inactions were subject to effective and critical review. Here would be an assurance 

the public through your help would know that any cover-up or wrongdoing would be 

improbable if not impossible. 

It is safe to speculate that with such a set-up there would be more public 

confidence that the real Bobby Bakex story had been told. 

The Democrats certainly have us overwhelmed numerically in Con~ress. We could 

say; ' ~·Jhat 's the use?'' That's no answer for the American people, for you or for 

ourselves. Fortunately there is a constructive ferment right now in the Republican 

Party. 

We have already made some reorganization of our internal machinery. The 

Research and Planning Committee is working at long-range policy. We are creating 

special task forces on major substantive issues in such rapid succession that one 

observer said we were setting up ;an anti-poverty program for Republican intellectua::S." 

John Rhodes, with a beefed-up staff, is Policy Committee chairman, and this 

reorganized group will deal with current, day-to-day legislative problems. 

On the basis of simple mathematics, the Administration can pass about every­

thing it wants to in this Congress; particularly if it twists a few arms as it did 

in the Nasser victory on an appropriation Lill a few weeks ago. Nevertheless we 

will t11in on some issues in this Congress. ~1ore importantly, Republicans will build 

a record for a substantially stronger representation after November 8, 1966. 

The Republican strategy in the Rouse 111111 be diversified. He' 11 be grateful 

for any Democratic support, North or South. To compete with the Administration, we 

will offer; 

1. Opposition to Admtmistration's aims and methods when we think both 

are wrong but never obstxuctionism just for its own sake. 

2. Constructive alternatives to Adrommistxation schemes when we feel they 

are tackling the Fi~ht problems at home or abroad, in the~~~~ way. 

House Republicans have already recommended responsible proposals this year in 

medicare, education, housing and Appalachia. 
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3. Horkable progrru:s, developed through our task forces, to meet the many 

problems the Administration is ignoring or neglecting. We refuse to 

concede that Democrats have a monopoly on ideas for the solution of domestic or 

foreign difficulties. 

4. l.fuolehearted support for the President -v1hen we think he is right. Viet-Nam 

policy in the last few ueeks is the prime example. :rvrore and more Republicans 

have staunchly backed the President while more and more Democrats have 

changed their tune to favor immediate negotiation and tail-between-our­

legs withdr~wal. 

On the domestic scene we recall that the Congress has enacted three laws on 

Civil Rights since 1957. Progress has been made in the South because there is a 

growing public conscience and sense of justice. 

Yet even in 1964 far too many eligible Negroes of voting age were not 

registered to vote in eleven Southern States. For some part of the 2,800,000 who 

are unregistered. the franchise is unattainable regardless of their qualifications. 

In some islands of resistance~ the Fifteenth Amendment to the Constitution is still 

being flouted. 

Tne Republican leadership insists this violation of constitutional rights must 

end prior to the 1966 election. 

The achievement of this goal requires a new and strong Federal Voting Rights 

Law. This legislation should· 

(1) effectively and speedily end the unconstitutional denial of the 

right to vote everywhere in the United States 

(2) terminate unreasonable standards for registration and voting without 

interfering with the reasonable requirements established by the states· 

(3) terminate any discri~inatory application of requirements for registration 

and voting 

(4) should not penalize areas which are not ~~ilty of discrimination. 

The Voting Rights bill which the Admmmistration has submitted to the Congress 

falls short of meeting these standards. 

This bill appears to affect only the 18, possibly 20, states which have some 

kind of literacy test as a qualification for voting. It does not apply to four 

Southern states in which are found 25 per cent of the unre~istered Negroes of the 

South -- Arkansas, Florida, Tennessee, and Texas. It does not apply to Smith County, 

Texas, with low voter turnout among a population of 27 percent Negro. On the othe~ 

hand, it does apply to Aroostook County. Haine; 't~There ot!ly one per cent of the 

population is non-white. 
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This bill ignores those discriminatory practices used in the states that do net 

employ literacy and similar tests. 

In the literacy-test states it largely ignores discrimination that touches 

less than 50 per cent of the population. 

This bill introduces a strange kind of geographical discrimination. It 

nullifies the literacy test in Iiartin County, North Carolina, where 49.9 per cent 

of the voting-age population went to the polls in 1964, but it leaves the literacy 

test in full effect in Guilford County, North Carolina, which rep,istered a turnout 

of 52.5 per cent of its votin~-a~e population. 

This bill leaves untouched too much discrimination in too many pleaces. If it 

is passed as drafted, the Congress will find itself strugglin~ with yet another 

voting rights bill in 1966 or 1967. 

The Adt!:itiistration 's bill will not accomplish all that must be done. Under 

the leadership of Congressman 'tiilliam HcCulloch of Ohio I believe there will be a 
a 

Republican Voting Rights bill infue House of Represenutives that will.be more 

comprehensive in its application. The Republican members of the House Judiciary 

Committee, the members of the House Republican Task Force on the Right to Vote and 

others have been at work on such a bill for several weeks. They are considering, 

ammng other proposals; those made by Republican Hembers of the Congress before the 

President presented his bill. This more effective proposal will be ready for 

~onsideration by the House Committee on the Judiciary. 

This overall blueprint for Republican legislative action is based on what we 

conceive to be our duty to the 43 percent of the American electorate who put us in 

office, and to the people as a whole who face ever~creasing Federal donination and 

erosion of their liberties unless an articulate oppositiotl functions effectively. 

It is based on the hard truth that the Republican Party to win in 1966 must 

earn and regain the respect of many millim1s of voters and it can't do this by 

sitting on the sidelines and waiting for an international or domestic catastrophe 

to produce a call for a change of leadership. 

It is based also nn a profound conviction tha't something more than talk of 

unity and consensus is demanded by the challenges of our times. 

t-Je subscribe to the observation of Senator Robert A. Taft in 1951, endorsed by 

John F. Kennedy in 1960. that 'if you peTmit appeals to unity to b~!ng an end to 

criticism 9 v1e endanger not only the constitutional libert!es of out. rountry s but 

even its future existence. 

We raise the question of >vhether it is enough in these days of danp;er and 

turmoil for our President to continue to act as a consensus politician instead of 

a statesman who leads. 
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Waiting for a consensus can ar1d often does r.1e.an ignoring little problems until 

they become big ones. 

It can and does mean inaction until the riots start ·-whether in Saigon or 

in Selma. 

As recently as January, the President was referring with satisfaction --

according to some well kno'~ columnists--to our policy in South Viet-Nam as one 

of 'creative inaction. 11 

To Me; this is a fantastic concept-- better described. perhaps, as 'dynamic 

paralysis.·' 

Yet this attitude was reflected in the State of the Union nessage, which 

suggested that the international scene was so i~proved that we could all but forget 

it in favor of domestic affairs. 

The disarray of r::ATO is all but tignored by the Administration. Nasser and 

Sukarno thumb their noses with seeming impunity. 

And the disruptive voices in the Democratic Party not only undercut the 

President in his conduct of foreign affairs at a time of national crisis· they alsc 

raise the very grave danger of a Co~nunist miscalculation as to our ineentions in 

Viet-Nam. and Southeast Asia. 

~!e believe in keeping the ball on the enemy's goal line--not back-pedaling to 

our 20-yard line before starting the next play. 

1 The President can always count on Republican support when hismreign policy 

~rm and decisive on the side of freedom and in the national interest. 

But if ever there was a tine for broad-guaged revival of genuine bi•par:isanship 

in foreign policy in the spirit of the late Senator Arthur 'Tandenberg, that time 

is now. 

Stmator Vandenberg, who was my fellow townsman~ l'las largely responsible for 

my getting into politics. 

Ee arrived at a thoughtful concept of the nation's best interests in foreign 

policy matters which served the American people magnificently well -- and it is a 

concept which I would be honored to help to expand beyond current policy in South 

But foreign policy bipartisanship in the Vandenberg pattern means genuine 

eonsul tat ion across party lines in determining policy -- not just using the llepublicam. 

for after-thought window dressing. 

It does not mean merely a summons to the ~Vhite House in a moment of crisis, and 

then calling in the photo~raphers and announcing Republican endorsement of an 

Administration policy already determined. 
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Nor does it mean foreclosure of Republican criticism of foreign policy when we 

are convinced the Administration is wrong. 

So~e of our problems, particularly a lack of unity , have been created by 

Republicans. On behalf of America's future 1 I suggest that the present political 

imbalance -- however self-inflicted-- is not a good thing. 

Under our system no Party can be doctrinaire, sectarian, narrow in its appeal 

or misrepresented to have such an image, however, unfair the charge mi~ht be-- and 

still attract the majority of the electorate. 

The high ground of moderation with unselfish unity is not only common horse­

sense for a political party--it is also representative of the people and in keeping 

with the underlying genius of the American political system. 

The day-to-day rebuilding of Republican policy and the Party must begin in the 

Congress -- and because all the House must face the voters next year, the heaviest 

burden of the task must be carried in the House. 

We aim to correct that imbalance -- to re-establish two-party government. Far 

from lamenting our fate, House Republicans are wide open to fresh ideas and 

confident that new approaches, full participation, and renewed dedication can earn 

new friends for the Republican Party and made an i~portant contribution to the 

future or America. 

######### 
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Let's take a look at the Republican Party in the Rouse of Representatives. 

It's true that the new Fouse r-epublican leadership hasn't won any spectacular 

legislative successes. This has been appropriately noted by some. But we never 

campaigned on a platform that--by some strange sleight of hand or magic potion--we 

could double our numbers and slice the opposition in half before '1ovember 1966. 

As you well know, the numbers on each side of the aisle in the House have 

remained the same since November 3rd---140 ~epublicans to 2S4 Democrats. The odds 

are rough. But, to coin a phrase--with a little different twist-- '"e shall 

overcome. 

You in your profession and those of us in my profession face the same powerhouse 

--but in a different way. 

The Hhite Uouse and all its troops try to spoon-feed you----and they try to 

clobber us. The President has virtually unlimited resources for working his wlll-­

a verita~le army of experts) authorities! researchers, propagandists and the like. 

He is also king pin of the branch of government that eT.ploys 2~112 million 

civilians and controls the destiny of 2 million (00 thousand military personnel. 

These two groups have a payroll cost totalling $2fl billion ••.•• and together they 

will spend over 127 billion tax dollars ir> fiscal 1966. 

This awesome power and the vast apparatus, if used improperly, could mean the 

withEring away and eventually the death of the two-party system. 

There is nothing consitutionally ordained about running our government throu~h 

two great political parties. 

But almost from the start our nation made such a choice. It was a tvise 

decision. ~-1e avoided the chaos of a multi-party governt11ent. Pe avoided the loss of 

freedom of the single party system. And we built into government an additional set 

of checks and balances. 

t:ot only does a strong second party provide the electorate with legislative 

alternatives but also with a remarkably high level of honesty and frankness. 

Our American news media have a noble tradition in demanding the facts, bursting 

the bubble of propaganda, unstuffing the shirt and exposing the corrupt_. You of the 

news media can perform your job better if the relative stren~ths of our two parties 

are more'nearly in balance and not so far out of kilter. 

tJhen both the Executive and Legislative branches are dominated by the same 
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political party. tt.a Co1Tlrrittt'es on Covi:'rnt'ent 0:ecattons of the Eouee and <:.enate, 

which have broad investigating authority, should be under the control of the 

minority party. It SMacks of legalized collusion when we find the suspect and the 

District Attorney are blood relat:ives. To make our 'Pederal government function 

better) to help you get the facts, ~epublicans in Conrress believe this new idea 

would be a step in the right direction. 

Here would be a genuine vehicle to assure that the voice of the ~inority would 

be heard, that the majority would be constantly on notice that its actions or 

inactions were subject to effective and critical review. Here would be an assurance 

the public through your help would know that any cover-up or wrongdoinR would be 

improbable if not impossible. 

It is safe to speculate that with such a set-up there would be more public 

confidence that the real Bobby Baker story had been told. 

The Democrats certainly have us overwhel~ed numerically in Congress. ~e could 

say Hhat 's the use?'' That's no answer for the American people, for you or for 

ourselves. Fortunately there is a constructive ferment right nm.; in the Republican 

Party. 

We have already made some reorganization of our internal machinery. The 

Research and Planning Committee is working at long-ran~e policy. We are creating 

special task forces on major substantive issues in such rapid succession that one 

observer said 'We tvere setting up an anti-poverty program for Republican intellectualsn 

John Rhodes, with a beefed-up staff, is Policy Committee chairman, and this 

reorganized group will deal with current., day-to-day leP.;islative probleros. 

On the basis of simple mathematics, the Administration can pass about every­

thing it wants to in this Congress; particularly if it twists a fev arms as it did 

in the i':asser victory on an appropriation Lill a few '-'eeks ago. Nevertheless 'iJe 

will Hin on some issues in this Congress. : rore importantly, Pepublicans tvill build 

a record for a substantially stronger representation after November B, 1966. 

The :\.epublican strategy in the l!ouse tdll l:>e diversified. r.re '11 be grateful 

for any Democratic support, North or Douth. To compete tvith the Administration, we 

will offer. 

1. Opposition to /ldmli:iUstration' s aims an.d methods t-lhen we think both 

are wrong but r.ever obstructionism just for its own sake. 

2. Constructive alternatives to Admm&istration schemes when we feel they 

are tackling the F~2ht problems at home or abroad, in the ~ron~ way. 

House Republicans have already recommended responsible proposals this year in 

medicare~ education, housing and Appalachia. 



-3-

3. Horkable progrars, developed throup-h our task forces. to meet the many 

problens the Administration is ignoring or neplecting. Be refuse to 

concede that Democrats have a monopoly on ideas for the solution of domestic or 

foreign difficulties. 

4. T:Jholehearted support for the President 't-then we think he is rip.ht. ViE:.t--Nare 

policy in the last few ueeks is. the prime example. "1om and more Republicans 

have staunchly backed the Pres:f.dent while more and more Democrats haye 

changed their tune to favor immediate neJlotiation and tail-bet~veen-our­

legs withdrawal. 

On the domestic scene we recall that the Congress has enacted three laws on 

Civil Rights since 1957. Progress has been made in the South because there is a 

Rrm·Jing public conscience and sense of justice. 

Yet even in li64 far too many eligible Negroes of votinll age were not 

registered to vote in eleven Southern States. For some part of the 2.800~000 w~o 

are unregistered, the franchise is unattainable regardless of their oualifications. 

In some islands of resistance, the Fifteenth Amevdrn.ent to the Constitution is still 

teing flouted. 

The lJepublican leadership insists this violation of constitutional rights must 

end prior to the 1966 election. 

The achievement of this ~oal requires a new and strong Federal Voting ?-ights 

law. This legislation should· 

(1) effectively and speedily end the unconstitutional denial of the 

~ight to vote everywhere in the United Staees 

(2) terminate unreasonable standards for registration anc'· voting -without 

interferinp.: with the reasonable requirements established by the states· 

(3) terminate any discrirdnatory application of requirements for registration 

and voting 

(4) should not penalize areas vYhich are not guilty of discrirdnation. 

The Voting lU.:::hts bill which the Admlilit.istration has submitted to the Congress 

falls s~ort of meeting these standards. 

This bill appears to affect only the 18, possibly 20, states which have some 

kind of literacy test as a qualification for votinr,. It does not apply to four 

Southern states in which are found 25 per cent of the ur.re~istered Negroes of the 

South -- Arkansas, Florida, Tennessee, and Texas. It does not apply to Snith County, 

Texas, with low voter turnout amon?.; a population of 27 percent Negro. On the other 

hand. it does apply to Aroostook County~ T>-1aine lvhere only one per cent of the 

population is non-white. 



-4-

This bill ignores those discriminatory practices used in the states that do net 

e"llploy literacy and similar tests. 

In the literacy-test states it largely ignores discrimination that touches 

less than 50 per cent of the population. 

This bill introduces a strar.ge kind of ge.ographical discrimination. It 

nullifies the literacy test in !i.artin County, ~~orth Carolina, where 49.9 11er cent 

of the voting· .. age population went to the polls in 1964 ~ but it leaves the literacy 

test in full effect in r:'uilford County, North Carolina, which rep,istered a turnout 

of 52.5 per cent of its votin~-a~e population. 

This bill leaves untouched too much discrimination in too many pleaces. If it 

is passed as drafted} the Conpress will find itself strugglin~ vith yet another 

voting rights bill in 1966 or 1967. 

The Adtr:inistration" s bill will not accomplish all that must be done. Under 

the leadership of Congresst"an Uilliam FcCulloch of Ohio I believe there will be a 

~epublican Voting Ri~hts bill infue House of Represen~ives that will be more 

comprehensive in its application. The Republican members of the House Judiciary 

Conmittee. the members of the House Pepublican Task Force on the Right to Vote attd 

others have been at work on such a bill for several weeks. They are considering~ 

an~g other proposals, those made by Republican ''embers of the Congress before the 

President presented his bill. This more effective proposal will be ready for 

consideration by the House Committee on the Judiciary. 

This overall blueprint for P .. epublican legislative action is based on -.·hat we 

conceive to be our duty to the 43 percent of the American electorate who put us in 

offices and to the people as a whole wl:-o face ever-:bcreasing Federal donination and 

e~osion of their liberties unless an articulate opposition functions effectively. 

It is based on the hard truth that the Republican Party to win in 1966 must 

ca'!'n and regain the respect of many millions of voters and it can 1 t do this by 

sit::.ing on the sidelines and l-7aiting for an international or dor.1estic catastrophe 

to produce a call for a change of leadership. 

It is based also nn a profound conviction that something more than talk of 

unity and consensus is G.e!"'anded by the challei'-'4es of our times. 

l,Ie subscribe to the observation of SerLator '?obert A. Taft in 1951, endorsed by 

John F. Kennedy in 196\.' ., that · if you permit arpeals to unity to bring an end to 

criticism. we endanger not only the constitutional liberties of ouroountry, but 

even its future existence. 

We raise the question of 'vhether it is enough in these days of dan~er and 

turmoil for our President to continue to act as a consensus politician instead of 

a statesman who leatis. 
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Waiting for a consensus can and often does nean ignoring little problems until 

they become big ones. 

It can and does mean inaction until the riots start ·- whether in Saigon or 

in Selma. 

As recently as January s the :?resident was referrin~ t•rith satisfaction ·­

according to some well knOt,'tl columnists--to our policy in South Viet-Nam as one 

of 'creative inaction.·· 

To Me this is a fantastic concept -- better described~ perhaps~ as dynamic 

paralysis." 

Yet this attitude was reflected in the State of the t'nion lfessage; which 

suggested that the international scene was so improved that we could all but forget 

it in favor of dotr.estic affairs. 

The disarray of i:ATO is all but tignored by the Administration. rrasser ancl 

Sukarno thumb their noses with seemins impunity. 

And the disruptive voices in the Democratic Party not only undercut the 

?resident in his conduct of foreign affairs at a time of national crisis· they also 

raise the very grave danger of a Communist ~iscalculation as to our ineentions in 

Viet--7 iam- and Southeast Asia. 

t:e believe in keeping the ball on the eneny' s goal line--not back-pedaling to 

our zo .. yard line before starting the next play. 

The President can always count on Republican support when hisfurei~n policy 

is firm and decisive on the side of freedom and in the national interest. 

But if ever there was a tinP. for broad-guaped revival of genuine bi•partisanship 

in foreign policy in the spirit of the late Senator Arthur ~rsndenberg, that tine 

is now. 

S~ator Vandenbere, who was my fellow townsnan, was largely responsible for 

my gettin~ into politics. 

Ee arrived at a thoughtful concept of the nation's best interests in foreign 

policy matters which served the American people magnificently t-ldl -- and it is a 

ccncepc which I 't'10uld be honored to help to e)l'pand beyond current policy in South 

Viet· 'Nam. 

But foreign policy bipartisanship in the Vandenber~ pattern means genuine 

consul tat ion across party lines in determining policy -- not just using the P~epublic.an: 

for after-thought t-7inr.lo~.r dressing. 

It does not mean merely a summons to the l\lhite House in a noment of crisis, and 

then calling in the photop.raphers and announcing Republican endorsement of an 

Administration policy already determined. 
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Nor does it mean for~clo~~of ?epublican criticism of foreigo policy when we 

are convinced the A<.~ministration is wr on~. 

Sol'le of our problems, particularly a lack of unity.· have been created by 

Republicans. Or behalf of America's future. I suer.;est that the present political 

imbalance -- however self-inflicted~- is not a good thing. 

Under our system no Party can be doctrinaire, sectarian, narrow in its appeal 

or misrepresented to have such an image, however, unfair the charge miv.ht be-·- and 

still attract the majority of the electorate. 

The high ground of moderation with unselfish unity is not only common horse­

sense for a political party--it is also representative of the people and in keeping 

with the underlyi~g genius of tr.e AMerican political system. 

The day-to··day rebuilding of Republican policy and the Party must begin in the 

Congress --- and because all the House must face the voters next year, the heaviest 

burden of the task must be carried in the House. 

He aim to correct that imhalance -- to re-establish two-party government. Far 

from lamentin~ our fate, House Republicans are ~ide open to fresh ideas and 

confiC:.ent that new approaches, full participation, and renewed dedication can earn 

new friends for the Republican Party and made an i~portant contribution to the 

future or America. 
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