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Remarks of Rep. @erald R, Ford, Jr. — Michigan

January 11, 1955
Mr. Speaker:

Secretary CGeneral Dag Hammarksjold of the United Nations has before
him a recommendation of the Third Committee at the U. N, to transfer the
United Natioms' Narcotics Division fro New York to Geneva, This pro-
posal is clearly not in the best interests of the United States, the
United Naticns, or of the effective control of the illicit narcoties
traffic.

The reasons fof suggesting thes transfer to Geneva are shrouded in
deep political mystery. There are many offices or divisions of the U. N.
which could be taken out of this country. 'vhy was the Narcotics Division
selected? This is all the more strange when one realizes that President
Eisenhower recently appointed a special Inter-departmental committee to
review and coordinate the Federal govermment's programs to tombat narcotic
addiction in this country. In a letter from the Vhite Ho se to Secretary

Humphrey, dated November 27, 1954, the President said," Receipt of the
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Committee's report on both subjects (to define more clearly the scope of

the problems which we face and to promote effective cooperation among
Federal, State, and local agencies) as promptly as possible will expedite
systematic review and improvement of our narcotics programs--local, national
and internationsl."

It seems to me, Mr. Jpeaker, that it would b= most unwise for the
Secretary-General to effect this transfer, and a grave mistake to do it
before the President's committee has an opportunity to report. Opr most
effective work in combating this terrible evil may call for an energetic
international office in this country. To eliminate at this time the
New York Division of the U. N. with its specialized lasboratory could be
disasterous. lhe United States for years has been the world leader in
opposition to the illicit dope traffie. LKight now the problem is as
sarfous as ever, ‘‘ecognizing this thé American legion, Department of
California, through its Commander, Mr., Malcolm M. Champlin wrote Mr.

Hammarksjold on December 2, 1954 as follows:

—s
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I include the first two paragraphs of his letter.

"The American Legion of California has noted a press report a few
days ago of the proposal to transfer the United Nations Narcotic Division
from Nev York to Geneva.

"e wish to protest this move on the grounds that the United States
has a serious narcotic problem which is due entirely to the international
illicit traffic, and that there are many international narcotic treaties
being administered by the United Naticns in New York whieh attempt to
stop the smuggling of narcotics from abroad to the State of California.

e, therefore, consider it vitally important to retain at the United
Nations headquarters in New York its Narcotic Division in order to main-
tain clos= eooperation with the United States, which is one cf the most
important victim countries of this traffic. We feel that the transfer to
Geneva will result in a psychological defeat for your narcotic program,
and we predict that if this transfer goes through it will result in a

decided lessening of international narcotic controls."
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It is quite evident that the transf r of the Narcotic Division to
Geneva would remove it from the watchful eye of American newspapermen and
that its efforts would receive less news coverage. Likewise, it will
be removed from a country which is vitally interested in the strictest
control of narcotics.

The man probably most interested in this problem, Commissioner of
Narcotics H. J. Anslinger, vrote me on December 30, 1954, to say, "ve
are not in favor of this transfer."

The recent Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, the
Honorable Alexander | iley, has been deeply concerned with this proposed
transfer. On November 9, 19¢4, he wrote our Ambassador to the United
Nations, Henry Cabot Lodge, saying, "I cannot help but feel that in view
of the fact that the preponderant effect on narcotics research and on
enforcement effort against worldwide illicit traffic is made by the
United States, that the Division should definitely be kept here in this

country."
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I certainly hope that the Secretary-General will give considerable
weight to the opinion of these distinguished gentleman. In fightin- this
international evil the U. N. needs the complete cooperation and assistance
of the United States and the United States needs the same from the United
Nations  This mutual cooperation and assistance will not be increased by
moving the U. N. Narcotics Division to Geneva.

lot only does this proposed transfer come at a time when the Presi-
dent's interdepartmental committee is at work, but it follows shortly on
the return of Clement Attlee from Red China. The France-Turkey-United Kingdom
resolution passad in Committee Three seems to have resulted from some of
the information Mr., Atilee obtained on his visit. We should insist that
nothing be done by the U. N. which would in any way increase the influence
of Red China either in the U. N, or in the world at large, We in the
United States must be alert to any effort by the Chinese Communists to
decrease the effectiveness of international control of the illicit narcotic
traffic. Not only are the lives of our children and young people involved,

-

but also those of many otl er enlightened nations of the world.
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Some will say that this is an economy measure, and that money will
be saved by bullding a laboratory in Geneva and transfering all narcotic
work to the Switzerland city. This elaim cannot stand close scrutiny. It
will take many years to amortize the additional cost, estimated at $25,000
required for moving tb .Geneva.

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, I would urge that Secretary~General
Hammarksjold exercise his prerogative to keep the Narcotics Divisién
in New York. We cannot risk weakening an effective weapon against an
international enemy; we don't want to endanger the lives of potential
victims of the vicious dope peddlers by neglecting to protest this move,
I ask my colleagues to urge the.Secretarqueneral to keep this Division
in New York. ! e want to see nothing done which will weaken the rower
of the U. N., or which will cause the people of the United States to be

less enthusiastic in their support of the United Nationms.
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Mr, Speaker =

Secretary General Dag Hammarksjold of the United Nations has
before him a recommendation of the Third Committee at the U,N., to trans-
fer the United Nations' Narcotics Division from New York to Geneva, This
proposal is clearly not in the best interests of the United States, the
United Nations, or of the effective control of the illicit narcotics traffic.

The reasons for suggesting the transfer to Geneva are shrouded
in deep political mystery. There are many offices or division of the U.N,
which could be taken out of this country. Why was the Narcotics Division
selected? This is all the more strange when one realizes that President
Eisenhower recently appointed a speecial Inter-Departmental committee to
review and coordinate the Federal government's programs to combat narcotic
addiction in this country., Ina letter from the White House to Seeretary
Humphrey, dated November 27, 1954, the President said, "Receipt of the
Committee's report on both subjects (to define more clearly the scope of
the problems which we face and to premote effective cooperation among
Federal, State and local sencies) as promptly as possible will expedite
systematic review and improvement of our narcotics programs - local,
national and international,"

It seems to me, Mr., Speaker, that it would be most unwise for the

Secretary-General to effect this transfer, and a grave mistake to do it

(

~
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before the President's committee has an opportunity to report. Our most
effective work in combating this terrible evil may call for an energatic
international office in this country. To eliminate at this time the New
York Division of the UlN, with its séecialized laboratery could be disas-
terous, The United States for years has been the world leader in
opposition to the illicit dope traffic, Right now the problem is as
serious as ever, Recognizing this the American lLegion, Department of
California, through its Commander, Mr. Malcolm M, Champlin wrote Mr,
Harmarksjold on December 2, 1954, as follows,

I include the first two paragraphs of his letter.

"The American Legion of Cglifornia has noted a press report a
few days ago of the proposal to transfer the United Nations Narcotic
Division from New York to Geneva,

"We wish to protest this move on the grounds that the United
Statew has a serious narcotic problem which is due entirely to the inter-
national illicit traffic, and that there are many international narcotic
treaties being administered by the United Nations in Ne$ York which
attempt to stop the smuggling of narcotics from abroad to the State of
California, We, therefore, consider it vitally important to retain at
the United Nations headquarters in New York its Narcotic Division in order
to maintain close cooperation with the United States, which is one of the
most important victim countries of this traffic. We feel that the tras -
fer to Geneva will result in a psychological defeat for your narcotic pro-

gram, and we predict that if this transfer goes through it will result
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in a decided lessening of international nareotic contrels."”

It is quite evident that the transfer of the Narcotic Divisien
to Geneva would remove it from the watchful eye of Aperican newspapermen
and that its efforts would receive léss news coverage. Likewise, it will
be removed from a country which is vitally interested in the strictest
control of narcotics,

The man probably most interested in this mroblem, Commissioner of
Narcotics H, J, Anslinger, wrote me on December 30, 1954, to say, "We
are not in favor of this transfer.”

The recent Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee,
the Honorable Alexander Viley, has been deeply concerned with this proposed
transfer. On November 9, 1954, he wrote our Ambassador to the United
Nations, Henry Cabot Lodge, saying, "I cannot help but feel that in view
of the fact that the preponderant effect on narcotics research and on
enforcement effort againstsworldwide illicit traffic is made by the
United States, that the Division should definitely be kept here in this
country."”

I Certainly hope that the Secretary-General will give considerable
weight to the opinion of these distringuished gentlemen, In fighting
this international evil the U,N. needs the complete cooperation and
assistance of the Upited States and the United States needs the same from
the United Nationse This mutual cooperation and assistance will not be

increased by moving the UeN. Narcotics Division to Geneva,
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Not only does this propeosed transfer come at a time when the Ppesident's
interdepartmental committee is at work, but it follows shortly on the
return of Clement ttlee from Red Chipa. The France-Turkey-United Kingdom
resolution passed in Committee Three seems to have resulted from some of
the information Mr, Attlee obtained on his visit., We should insist that
nothing be done by the U,N, which would in any way increase the influence
of Red China either in the UeN, or in the world at large,s We in the United
States must be alert to any effort by the Chinese Communists to decrease
the effectiveness of internatiomal control of the illicit narcotic traffic.
Not only are the lives of our children and young people involved, but

also those of many other enlightened nations of the world.

Some will say that this is an economy measure, and that moneywill
be saved by bgilding a laboratory in Geneva and transfering all narcotic
work to the Switzerland city. This claim cannot stand close scruitnye.

It will take many years to amortize the additional cost, estimated at
$25,000 required for moving to Geneva,

In conclusion, My, Speaker, I would urge that Secretary-General
Hammerksjold exercise his prerogative to keep the Narcotics Division in
New York. We cannot risk weakening an effective weapon against an
international enemy; we don't want to endanger the lives of potential
victims of the vicious dope peddlers by neglecting to protest this movee,
T aék my colleagues to urge the Secretary-General to keep this Division in
New Yook, We want to see nothing done which will wgaken the power of the
UeNe, Oor which will cause the people af the United States to be less

enthusiastic in their support of the United Natioms.
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Mr, Speaker -

Secretary General Dag Hammarksjeld of the United Nations hasn
before him & recommendation of the Third Ceammittes at the U.N, to trans-
fer the United Nations' Narcotics Division from New York to Geneva, This
propesal is clearly not in the best interests of the United States, the
United Nations, or of the effective comtrol of the illicit marcotics traffie.

The reasons fer suggesting the transfer to Gensva are shrouded
in deep political mystery. There are many effices cr division of the UN,
vhich could be taken out of this country., Vhy was the Narcotics Division
selected? This 4s all the more strangs vhen one realizes that President
Eisenhower recently appointed a speeial Inter-Departmental committee to
reviev and coordinate the Federal government's programs to combet marcotic
addiction in this country, Ina letter from the White House to Secretary
BRumphrey, dated November 27, 1954, the Fyesident said, "Reeeipt of the
Cenmittee’s repert on both subjeets (4o define more elearly the scops of
the problems which we face and to promote effective cooperation among
Federal, State and local sgencies) as promptly as possible will expedite
systemmtic reviev eand improvement of our narcotics programs - loeal,
natiomal and internatiomal,”

It seems to me, Mr, Speaker, that it would be most unwise for the
Seeretary-Gensral to effect this transfer, and a greve mistake to do it
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before the President's committee has an eppertumity to repert. Owr most
effective work in combating this terrible evil may eall for an energitic
international office in this eountry. To eliminate at this time the New
York Division of the Us, vith its specialized labaratery could be dises-
terous, The United States for years has been the world leader in
opposition to the illicit dope treffic. Right now the problem is as
serious as ever., Recognizing this the American legion, Department of
California, through its Commander, Mr, Malcolm M, Champlin wrote Mr,
Hemmarksjold on December 2, 1954, as follows,

I incluie the first tvo paregraphs of his letter,

“The Aperican lLsgion of California has noted a press report a
fow days ago of the proposal to transfer the Unitel Nations Narcotic
Division from New York to Geneva,

"We wish to protest this move on the grounds thet the United
States has a serious narcotic problem which is due emtirely to the imter-
national illicit traffic, and that there are many intermational marectic
treaties being administered by the United Nations in Ne§ York whieh
attempt to stop the smuggling of narcotics frem stroad to the State of
Califernia, We, therefore, ccusider it vitally important to retain at
the Tnited Naticns headquarters in New York its Narcotis Division in order
to maintain close cooperation with the United States, which is ons of the
most important victim countries of this traffic, Ve feel that the tres -
for to Geneva will result in a psychological defeat for your marcotis pro-
grem, and we predict that if this trensfer goes through it vill resdt

—



Page 3
in a decided lessening of international marectic semtrels,®

It is quite evident that the transfer of the Narcotic Division
to Geneva would remove it frem the watehful eye of American newspapermen
end that its efforts would receive less news eoverags. Likevise, it will
be removed from a country whish is vitally interested in the strictest
control of narcotics, '

The man probably most interested in this preblem, Coomissioner of
Narcotics H, J, Anslingsr, wrote me on December 30, 1954, to say, "Ne
are not in favor of this transfex,®

The recent Chairman of the Sgnate Fereign Relations Committee,
the Homoreble Alexander Wiley, has been deeply comoem. +d with this proposed
trensfer, On November 9, 1954, he wrote our imbassydor to the United
Netions, Henry Cabot Lodge, saying, "I cammot help tut feel that in view
of the fact that the preponderant effeet om narcotics research and on
enforcement effort againstsworldwide illieit traffic is meds by the
United States, that the Division should defimitely be kept here in this
eouatry,*

I Cartainly hope that the Secretary<Gemsral will give considerable
weight to the opinion of these distringuished gentlemen. In fighting
this internatiomal evil the U,N, needs ths eomplete cooperation snd
assistance of the Upited States and the United States needs the same from
the United Nations, This mutwsl cooperation and assistanse will not be
increased by moving the Ui, Narcetics Division to Ceneva,
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Not only does this proposed transfer come at a time when the President's
interdepartmental committee is at work, but 4t follows shortly on the
return of Clemsnt Attlee from Red Chima, The France-Turkey-United Kingliom
resolution passed in Committes Three seems to have resulted fram soms of
the information Mr, Attlee obtained on his visit, Wy should insist that
nothing be done by the U/N, which would in any way insrease the influence
of Red China either in the UM, or in the world at large, We in the United
States must be alert to any effort by the Chinese Commnists to decrease
the effectivensss of intermatiomal comntrol of the illieit marcotic traffic,
Hot only are the lives of our children and young pecple invelved, bus
alse those of many other enlightened mations of the wo.ld,

Some will say that this is an economy measure, and that moneywill
be saved by byilding a laboratory in Geneva and transfering all narcotic
work to the Switzerland city, This elaim camnot stand close seruiltay.

It will take meny years to amortise the additionmal eost, estimated at
$25,000 required for meving to Ggneva,

' In conclusiom, Mr. Speaker, I would urge that Secretary-General
Hammarksjold exercise his prerogative to keep the Narcotics Division in
New Yerk, We cannot risk weakening an effective weapon against an
international enemy; we don't want to endangsr the lives ef poteatial
victims of the vicious dope peddlers by neglecting %o protest this movee.
I ask my colleagues to urge the Sgeretary-General to keep this Divisica in
fiev Yook, e want to see nothing dome which will weaken the power of the
Uollyy ©or vhich will cause the people of the United States to bs less
enthusiastis in their support of the United Fatioms,
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before the President's committee hes an opportunity to report, Owr most
effoctive work in ccmbating this terridle evil mey call for an energitic
international office in this country, To eliminate at this time the New
York Division of the UsN, with its specialized laboretory could be disas-
terous, The United States for years has beem the world leader in
opposition to the illiecit dope treffic, Right mow the problem is es
serious as ever, Recogiizing this the American lLegion, Department of
California, through ite Commender, Mr, Malcolm M, Champlin wrote Mr,
Hemmerksjold on Decgmber 2, 1954, as follows,

1 inclule the first two paregraphs of his letters

“The American lLegion of Cglifornia has noted a press report a
fow days ago of the proposal to transfer the United Nations Nercotic
Division from New York o Geneva,

“We wish to protest this move om the grounds that the United
States has a serious narcotic problem which is due entirely to the inter-
national illicit traffiec, and that there are many intermationsl narcotic
treaties boing administersd by the United Natdons in Ne§ York which
attempt to stop the amgeling of narcotics from abroad to the State of
Galdfornia, Ve, therefore, comsider it vitally important to retain at
the United Nations headquarters in New York its Nareotiec Division in order
to maintain close cooperation with the United States, which is ome of the
most important vietim countries of this traffic., Ve fool that the tras -
for to Genova will result in & psychological defeat for your marcotic pro-
grem, and we prediet that if this tremsfer goes through 1t will result
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in a decided lessening of intermational narcotic controls.®

It is quite evident that the tremsfer of the Narcotic Division
to Geneva would remove it from the watehful eye of imericen newspapermen
end that its efforts would receive less news coverage, Likewise, it will
be removed from & country which is vitally interested in the strictest
control of parcotics,

The man probably most interested in this problem, Commissioner of
BHareotics i, J, Anslingsr, wrote me on December 30, 1954, to say, "Ve
are not in faver of this trensfor,®

The recent Chairemn of the Senate Foreign Relations Committes,
the Honorable Alexander ¥iley, has been deeply concerned with this proposed
transfer, On November 94 1954+ he wrote our imbassador to the United
Nations, Henry Cabot Lodge, saying, "I camnot help but foel that in view
of the fact that the reponderant effect om narcotics research and en
enforcement effort againstsworldwide {llicit traffic is mede by the
United States, that the Division should definitely be kept here in this
country,."

I Certainly hope that the Sgeretary<iemeral will give considerable
weight to the opinion of these distringuished gentlemen. In fighting
this international evil the U,N, needs the complete cooperation and
the United Nations, This mutual cooperation and assistance will not bs
ingreased by moving the Ui, Harcotics Division to Cenewn,
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Not only does this proposed trensfer come at a time when the President's
interdepartmental committee is at wark, but it follows shortly en the
return of Clement Attlee from Red China, The France-Turkey-United Kinglom
mmuc-umm‘u—bmmum-.«
the information Mp, Attlee obtained om his visit, Vp should insist that
nothing be done by the U, which would in any way increase the influence
of Red China either in the U, or in the world at large, Ve in the United
States must be alert to any effort by the Chinese Commmnists to decrease
the effectivensss of internatiomal control of the illieit narcotic traffic,
Not only are the lives of our children and young people involved, but
also those of many other enlightened nations of the world,

Some will say that this is an economy measure, and that momeywill
be saved by byilding a laboratory in Geneve and trensfering all narcotic
work to the Switzerland city. This claim camnot stand close serultny,
It will take many years to smortize the additional cost, estimnted at
$25,000 required for moving to Gghewa,

In conclusion, My, Speaker, I would urgs that Secretary-Generel
Hammarksjold exercise his prerogative to keep the larcoties Division in
Few York, Ve camnot risk weakening sn effective weapon against an
international eneny; we don't want to endanger the lives of potential
victims of the vicious dope peddlers by neglecting to protest this mov-e.
I ask my colleagues to urge the Segeretary-General to keep this Division in
tiev Yowk, Ve want to see nothing dons which will weaken the power of the
Upllgy Or vhich will cause the people of the United States to be less
enthusiastic in their support of the United Natioms,





