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HOY YOU CAN MJOY POLITICS e
By Oorald . Yord, v,
5¢h Consrossionad Distelct of Michismn

It alvays seens to amnse ry frlends that ame con enjoy politdes.
¥hen I returned from ny firet year in Vashington the question was fromently
cskod: "Aven't you pretty disiliunsioned with the trdals and Sridtulations of
o Congressman’s 1ife? v

Fronkly, 1% not dleillusionsd., Thore's nothing o bo dlee-
appointed about in politics i you approach the problem with a cortain
besie roolisne Politiclans ave no wores and no better than other Imwmn
beingss That'e one proposition you met aceopt 4f you're golng to enjoy
polisical 1ife.

There are cther realitios ong met face. Don?t hope $o have rmch
privegy in your day to day liviag. Tou ave o public servent, and as such
you mist be cccessidle, in fuet you should make 4% your business to be
availeble. lNememder this: the imdividual problem of every distreught
constituent is most important to the pereon seching sdvice or assistunco.
The officeholdor must pus himeolf in he shoes of his constituent rather
than visualise himeelf as the "bls" men whose ald or advice is desived.

Fomget the glowy of politics - there's none in 18, Just Sake it
as you would ony other difficult jJob, and if you 1ike to work: youtll de
heppys There is no "soelal socurlity® in holding office. You must de
roady to scoept any and all disappointnonts.

Yany o past Congressman has siven vent to bittermess when the
miblic turned him to pastare. 1 can never underetand or appreciste e
attitude. muﬁnnammummmw?o
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polls. Chanoos are, however, you won't got licked if you've done an
honost, iatelligent and encrgetic Job.

Unfortunately most private tmeincesmen ave afmid of polisios.
Rolatively few queliffed youns men have the dosire or confidence to sive
it a try. My advice i9, If you like poople, if you've intorested in luman
relationships, if you deve physiosl stanina, go to 188 Amorice comstantly
noeds now blood in the political aremn. Any antedated officeholder should
welcome o conteost on the fasues whon & qualified, young and more ecnorgotic
eitizen 1o villing %o be o candidate. The public ot all $imee should have
a cholce. The vobers are cntitled to the best jossible representation.
When & change is desirnble andi necessary the mblic 4s entitled to a chance
to nake 1%, Hleotions by default are unheslthy for all concornod.

Inevitably quostions arise whem friends quis me sbout politice.
"hat about mechine politiea? Are all politicians indebted to someone?"
To the first cuestion oy answor s very simple. Only lasmy officeholders
and officeseckors can be controlled by rachino politdcs. fSuch men txy to
find the oasy read to public leadewship. Such imdividuals soll their souls
because they are $00 lazy to do tho cssential vosk that tullds porsonal
strength at the polls or bocanse they ave Just plain dishonost and den't
corde

st & politician nocessarily be the puppet of any group or
clique? My anower is an eephatic "no". The career of our owva Senabor
Aptimy e Vandenberg is perhaps the outstanding evidance for this point
of view. Our senlor Sonntor was never indelted to anyone except his many
personal frionds and admirers vho have wopcatedly helped him succeed in
his succossive bids fer offico. tmnmmmmn:?/ \

Paro Vo }/

_n



A lack of proper pyepamation is a scrious mistake made YW
nost agplrants to public office. A successful candidate mmst Imow
1iterally Mundreds of peopls and thoy must have confidence in him.
Mo con only be indepondent if ho personally is in contact with
mndveds of voters. The fear of being defoated beocamse some "big-
vheel® t'roatens to tum votes aoninst hinm ie the undedng of zany
s pelitician. No matSor what the pressure group may be -« o county
oy state machine, an orpanised lodby, or & hostile newspaper - an
honest politician will rise or fall oa the mmboer of persomal friends
he can mlly to his fold. The styongest weapon in o politlced cem-
paign is the good credited $o you Yy word of mouth, If you imow
enough people -~ and they feol they lmow yom = thore's handly o polisiesl
maching or pressure group in the coundyy thot can defeat you. Such a
fundamental foundation, of course, noans hard work, but that's pert of
the samo.

Zecoming financially odlimted to any group or faction is porhape
the culckost way of hitting the skide towsrd political dependence snd
oventusl cblivion. It's o elmplo axiem « control the rurse strings
and you contrel the man. Too many othewwise homost officeholders have
slipped on thet benane ekdn. ‘Vhon a politiclan acoepts more thon o fow
dollars for his cupalgn fyon any one individual, he's troading on
dangorous ground, ropular suwprort through neny small contridutions
uwmwmwu,wmvmumumm

Dren thoush campaign funds sre moot helpful, money is not neo-
osserily the Open Sosame So offfce. A mndred frionds who Inmow the
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candidato and beliove in him ore more valuable than an emal mmbor
of costly billbeards, It's surprieing hov o dunived friends rultiply
into o thousand or more. lHomey is mot tho koy %o political succoss.

Svinzing back to the 'nshington secene, o Concressmn is frecuently
aghed what of the lebbylsts vho ave repubed to wicld so much power over
our foderal loglolations The grestest lobly in the wordd is the yublic
1te0lf and that's as 46 should be. A etrong neuber of the Fouse is not
lntisddated by pressure groups or ninority factions sorcaning for spoclal
privileges. Anyono vho protends $o control two, thyve or five thousand
votos is o fiund in 999 inctances out of o thousand, Anmoricens are
0% sheep 0 bo led around blindly in this ramner by some self-styled
loblydsts The loblyist who trles to threaten a representative is an
imposter. Howover, I do £ind loblylsts useful in many sespecte: put two
loblyyiste on oppouite sides of the fence working to prove their point
and you'll have two of the most thorough rescarchers you can find. Ilobhy-
iste con and should be used in thie way. That is their legitimate function
end nothing olses

e Adninistmmtion hos demo o great deal of Solkins cbout the
legislstions lLobbyists are sald to be luriddng behind evermy door on
tered lobbyists vho mst identify tholy rmaster and their income, are
not all poveriuls Actually the greatest sinsle and most dangorous
group of loblbyists are thoso in the fodernl govornment iteelf. ¥hea
the bureancrats set out $o pressure for an aypropriation or a legle-

lative proposal, fenatows and Hepresentatives should be on M/y RN
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Govornment oxperts should de called upon to testify before Consressional
Unfortunstely, some top Wureancrats do not so limdt thelr propagenda
activisies and vhen en the warpath tholy technlomes ave pretty ruthless.

The fear of insecurity in of?100 has boom ot the Dottom of moss
cases of iafidelity vhich came to public view should not be taken as a
nomm of ot politiclans ave ke, I Imov guite woll most of the young
mon in the Rouse of Nepresentatives and can homestly soy they are o fine
group of citigsens and deveted %o their particular political philesophye
They vill remain in Veshington Sust as lone ce they koep working toward
the true apirit of tholr jobs: namely, %0 sorve the public intellisendly,
honestly, and wvith cournge.

It 1s vegrettable that more young mem 4o not make a cayeer of
poldties, Iikowise, 1t is unfortumate that youmg tusinessmen who have
a great stake and intorest in tholr comrmnity do mot soe £1% to give more
timo to routine political affaiys. All businegssmen today hove a vital
stako ih the political affalivs of the nation.s The Sax situation alone
noocosearily affeots rructically every decision.

You don's have %0 Yo an offiocsholdey to onjoy politics. Fow
most citizens 18%s catisfactiosn enough to Imew that thelr public affalive
are in the hands of cepable leaderse Dut what canl a young businsssnan
eontritute to polities if be hamn't $imo to sm for o full-time office?
The angwer 1s really simple - devote somo loisure Sime to political
affelvs,s Tou will find 1% 42 fan and wvon't cost anything except o few
hours? vork. ‘
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18%s always surprising how fow people really understand uhat
palios & political party what 18 fa. Assuming $hot you'ze net 1007
0014 on $he polley statements or oven the candidate o csndidates
of the party you have supportod at the pells, what are you golng to
do shous 18! Vhere do you otars?

Pivet of all, theve is mo such thing ss o politiesl party sside
from tho citizens who particlnate in ite cssentinl but routine sctivities.
Traditions, pyinaiples and othor eloments do corey on od infinitum ub
the participants, the tmo fidwe of a political party, are alweys changinge
In 2y opinion, ond of the greatest faulte of our two majer parties 1o that they
cre dominated hy rofessienals mther than amatours. Owveatness in party
politics is alwnys at 1%s hishest moosnro whon nonprofeseionals get in
and throw thoir wvelsht around. Professiomal politicians loath amateurs -
The explanation io stsple. They fear amatouss. And Wiy not! Amteurs
can not bo bought. Although you ns sn amaSeuy mey not find yourself
welommo af the £ivst party mthoring you ottend, don't bo dmuahed off
or intimidated. De pationt and pereistent. Thevols a place on the team

Yow would you 70 about spending some lelsuze time on politios?
W¥here would you stamd? Vhat would you do? Tho answers andl susgestions
roqire o brief roview of the fumdsmentel politicel orgsnisntion chards

12 you hove nover had any exporfence in politiocs thore's o falry
chance you've nover heard of o County Conventione In Michisa the key
to the sitnation is the County Comvention. MNach voting precinet - thatts
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your own noighborhood aren « clocts a delogmte to the County Convention.
Semevhoye in an obscure comer of the relmary perty dallot you wAll find
a nano or two tuched mwny and more often than not fifty votes for ane
condidate will eleet him,

Tiow nany timos have you cone into a votins booth and vondored
vhenyou should eleet for “delesmte"! You've probadly never heard of
the inlividnals vho heve token the troudle to put thely own numes on
the ballot as o candidate for dolomte So the County Convention. The
roquisite potitions can be obtained frep your County Clesis. Twenty-five
sisnatures on a potition filed with the County Closic puts your nmme on
the tallot. In altogethor too muny casos someond with o selfish motive
hag bdothered to sponsor o mumbor of delosnte candidates. rrofessicnals
and "bossos” Imow whore to pit their styength. The county delemte is
the kay to "boosisn". If you want an uncontrollod local convention et
e bnch of dologtes in the f£ield, 2y not ram yourseld for delemte
this epring? It Sakes only o fov nimutes to noninate youreelf Yy oire
culating your pobtition and lotting your friends Imov you want 0 parti-
cipate in the offulve of your govermment. The oxperience will prove
mest intorestinge

flext, lot's asoume that you've decided to yun for delagnte. Your
petitions have Ybean filed. You round wpy fifty frionds in your nelghdbor-
hood and sot them to pull your lever, Yos, you're elocted. I8's probobly
that simple. Now you're in politics and the fun begins.

Your chief duty as county delognte is to attend the Coummty Con-
vention which is held within a veek or ten days aftor the primary cloction.
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As o duly elocted delegnbe o noties wAll be sent frem the County Closk
giving you the dotails as to time and place.

The County Convention should be o vitel mthoring of citisens ine
terosted in the tmwe representative povermment. Unfortumstely in many
m“mmmmammhm
past have carried ont an ostablished routine.

Tho delontes to tho conventiom cloct a chalmmn ond other convention
officors. Froquently delegntes will adeopt perty platforms sinilar to the
poliey statements aporoved at state and natiossl convestions. In moat
instances, hovevor, a county convention will not draft an all-inclunsive
party policy statemont b mather approve individual yesclublons porsinent
to the oxoa and ite prodlems. This 4s vheye well-infomed sngteurs can be
constmetively helpfuls If you nre a delegste and want to promote a specifie
point of view on & local, ¢tate or national issus, by all mcans come o
the convention with your mesclution and the nocessary focte to suppors your
Ldoae : _

The County Comvention in sddition hae $his impertant fwnction. Zach
county in Michisen sends a mmbew of delogates b0 the rerty state conventlons
Kent County precincts and Sovmahips eleot approwimately 150 delegates to the
County Comwention and im tun send adout 00 delemtes to the State Convention.
The state delogates nomally ave those who were elected at the precinet
level and vho want to porticipate in the perty deliberstions with othore
fron 21l ovor the stato. A little persomal carpalming ot the County Con-
vention usually inmures desisnation cs & dolesnte or altormate to tho State
Conventiens |
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The State Convention is vhere the chormoter of tho rarty is
lowgely detormined. A party io pretty much what iis lolegates and
candddatos malke of 18, At the party State Convontion this £all the
following officers will be nominated: Scovetary of State, AtSorney
Genoral, “tate Treasuwer, and aiiSor Cencval,

Althoush these mem ave not the “top brmas" of the party, for there
prinory mothod, tholy conduet in office hne a lot to do with the pudliels
estinmate of a party's qualiffentions for future approval,

Aftor attending ono or more stato conventions you should have
the "fecl® of polities. TYou will have an insight on hov losel and state
political prohlems are lMandled. Your initisl reactions night not de teo
satisfoctory tut pleasse be patients MNoze good will result fyom your
participation than from your abeence,

Becomne State Convemtions are large and wideldy affairs ~ in
‘our own state there are approximtely 1500 delogmtes - mite often some
individual or mroup sesmes o position of leaderehip bLehind the soones.
This con beo, and ueuelly is, o self-sppointed leadorahip at the influence
i only as srest as the mmber of delegntes that con be influenced. A
"gtate-wide rochine’ ocnnmot exist unless dolesmtes are willing to follow
o certain inlividual and his cohorts and one of tho oaslest accomplishe
nmonts th:t anatours can achieve is the breakwup of the nicely planned
stratesies of professionals. Irofoasionnl politicians dlow thoir corks
when ematours ness things up 50 to spesk, Iike thoe witeh in the Oz books,
thay dissclve in waler - Shoy can't got to first bose 1€ indepondents
throw & ecket over them.
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It hos boen ry odsorvabion thot moet of the time the only reasen
the "ogses" of a convention set what Shey vent is becanse delegates are
indifforont or uninfomed. A qualified candldate con be promoted and
nomin:ted at a State Jomvention vhem delegntes are well-informed os to
his neribds.

Boglonaldian plays o iz, and perhaps an ossomtial, pedt in a State
Convention. Iigumtively spealing cvery town and city seels o rom on the
party slate and vhen the horso~tmuding beging various delemtions nay vobte
in blocks, fovever, this is not compulsory if you are a dnly cualified
delognte and want %o act indepondently. If the individuel delogntes ina
delegntion elect to vote independently, they may. Such indepondence 1s an
mumwp-mmmumwhumwm
of the supor stateglsts. If thowe are no "blocks® to Do traded, 4% is well
nigh Lmpossidle for any one poreon to domin:te the comventione A qualified
candidate with o lmndred porsonal friends in o comvention hns an omcellent
chanoe of retting nominated, especially if those frionds ave scattered
1iterally about the state. It s wholesome thet a ven seeking office at a
state comvention nood not necessarily be oblimted to any boss or faction.
Strong candidites cam stand alono.

Like = pyramid, the willding dlocks of vhich party politics ia
comprised bulld wpwuad So the national conmventiom lovel. Delegntes o
national conventions, at least from Michisom, como frem the "grass-roots®.
Some states bind tholr delogntes to vote for the Fresidential candiiate
in vhose nomo they lnve doen elected. Othors are freo to do an they ses
£it. lany aincere party membors fool that a matiomal comvention invariably

/as
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comes up vith the wyens ren for the party and the nation. Semething con
be dome abeut this altustion dub it talkes a tremendons offort by = growp
of amteurs vorking tooth-and-nall for o worthy candidste to jut him
over, It would be tough to #id o party of the prefessional "king mokers®
-u-m-ni-m.ummumu. I personally feel it's
1ike the one thut nominated Wondell Wilkie, whem ho went o the comvention
the "boye" sadd he Aidn'$ huve o Chineman's chance. Amateurs mede him o
"rosidontial candidate and under difforent cireumatances he might well
have prewailed,

You con enjoy politics 4f you do not lose your pationce. You will
goldom be diseppointed if your motivations are umselfish. Seldon do nany
modern roliticlans entor the fmy ampecting politiosd apoils snd cash gings
The move cormon failing is sreed for fame and prestice. TDosens of spectosmilar
political figures have sowed the soods of their own demise by belng too
cobitions wvithout wrmating the publie trust they soughte

Voters are not dwsb. Dospite the abeumd interprotations of
notlonsl selitios with which Hollyweed rogah:'ﬁfl. tine to time,
incampetents 4o nob ot very far i this gime. Nocall for the moment
NWMM‘WWW-&M“

o8 you ses £i%. Is thore any gyeat man in the snmals of our history

vho wos not sincere? Is thero any great mam vho wog not homoe$? Is thore
any groct man who wos not down to the core o dovoted ammteur who hed os
his only motive service to his countyy in the bost way he eaw £isy If




mosgured by o man's indopendonce and courage of comvietions They
enjoyed politios, certainly. Thoy eajoyed it or tiwy sover would
office demanda.

Folitlos can be fane It can be ome of the finest sources of
peresonal satisfmction o ren can experience. 0 serve others well is
after all one of tdo hishest motivations in our olvilisation.

Let ne nmge your sarbicipation. Degin by sunalng for pmoinet
dolagte i your own neighborhood this Zall., Our nation 1s going
through some of the most crdtical yoars in the hotory of mankind. The
prodlens ve face eall for leadership of the hishast calidro, and the
rublic as o whole deserves = choliee botween candidates. In the renbs
of those vho bolonz to the Junioy Chamder are men who can provide the
sort of loadershiy Amorice needs. Yeu too can enjoy politics - just
take it step by stepi be pationt and porsistent, and above all doa'd de
discouraged if 1% takes a 1idtle vhile to bring adout the chengos you
doom nocessarys The changes you and others desire undoubtedly should
be made. Who else but you can bring them abdous?






