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SFEECH BY HEPRESENTATIVE GERALD R. FORD, JR.
GRANDVILLE MEMORIAL DAY EXERCISES
WYOMING TOWNSHIP CEMETERY
MAY 30, 1950

MR. CHAIRMAN AND FRIFNDS ~ in doing honor to the memory of those
valiant men and women whe, by their sacrifices, call to our attention that
true liberty is beyond price, let us recognize that to such Americans as they
the flewers and flags will be but empty tribute if we fall to rededicate our
hearts and minds to these sublime truths which they held so dear. It is alte-
gether fitting that we should pause today amid the din and dust of ocur daily
existence but unless we as cltizens go forward with the torch of freedom seo
magnificently carried by them their sacrifices will have heen in vain.

We are living in urgent times, times in which men search their hearts
and minds for at least a few answers 0 the great and grievous problems with
which we are beset. These are, indeed, times which try men's souls. 7The first
half of the 20th century has been critical, difficult, full of change. Those
te vhom we pay tribute today have zone from this worldly tempest of doubt and
indecision. They have served their fellow man. Their day on earth is done. They
have been tried and not found wanting. They live in the enduring quality of their
hereoic achievements and in the fond recollections of those who lmew and loved them.

We who remain in the City of Man must persevere azainst these tyrannical
individuals, those sinister ldeologies which seek to undermine our institutiens,
sabotage our freedom, and dissipate our conyictioﬁs. Ruthless tyrants like
Stalin and Hitler with thelr godless doctrines inevitaély point the way %o

dishonor and despair.




We vwho are destined toe remain for a while in our earthly harness must
hitch up our belts, shoulder our packs and strike out for new solutions te
the worldt's mighty problems. In the words of Winston Churchill:

"We must be prepared for further efforts of mind and body and
further sacrifices to great causes if we are not to fall back.!

Bach of us at this crucial hour has a responsibility and an obligetion which
is the heaviest and yet the most glorious in the history of the world.

Prior to December 7, 1941 we in this country, our lesders and our people,
were perhaps uncertain as tc the proper course. Because of our relative
immaturity as a natlon this indecision was understandable. In retrespect
our previous failures in the diplamaéic tugs of war between natiens are
understandable because in those trying pre-war years the United States was
confused by Indials lonz standing plight, Chinals complex preoblems, Japants
iniquity, Italyls stupiiity, German's perfidy and Englandts Munich philosophy.
Despite an Imost insoluble combination of circumstances the second great war
for freedom in the 20th Century was won by those who believe in the sanctity
of the individual. It was a world encompassing struggle that left indelible
tragedies and unforgettable memories. However, because the cause was great,
the sacrifices, great and small, will not be esasily forgotien. Annual Memorial
Day Services refresh and rekindle our appreciatien of those we honer. Neverthe-
less, as the days pass by, year in and year out, we should periedically re-examine
cur consciences to see whether or not we as individuals or as a nation are doing
our just share in the never-ending struzgle between democracy and totalitarianism.

Literally speaking, at this very moment the world is again engaged in a
near shooting war. The forces of Soviet Russia and her satelites are arrayed
throughout the globe aganinst the United States and our allies. Unfortunately
this cold war at the moment hangs on = precipice. Some unexpected, some
premeditated incident or perhaps a planned coup concelvably could change the
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cold war 1o a devastating struggle between the men and war machines of all
nations. Only recently that great military leader, Geseral Omar Bradley,

said, and I quete - Mmey I vpoint out agaein, that the international situatien
has not improved in the last eight months;" This statement by the Chief of
Staff was made within the last men‘hh‘and at a time when the General was plead-
ing with the Congress for an extension of the Selective Service Act for another
twe years.

You might ask, and rizhitly so, what are our civilian and military leaders
daing in this heur of erisis. I assure you that the Congress and the top mili-
tary stratezists are working as a team so that our defenses will be as impreg-
nable as circumstances will permit. The legislative branch of the goverhment
mast rely on the trained militarists for the necessary plans. In turn the
Generals and Admirals depend on the Congress for the wherewithal for equipment,
personnel and facllities. However., neither your milifary leaders or your
legislators can prepai‘e for or win a war unless the people as a whole give
their united support to the efforts being mede. 3By sincere and constructive
teamwork this tremendous Jjob can be and will be done.

Some here today who have veal fears in this Atomic Age may wonder what
our state of preparedness really is. We in the middle west should be concerned
for the State of Michigan and our surrounding sister states make up the

industrial heart of the United States. The Soviets know that teo win a war

the industrial strength of Americe must be destroyed immediaztely. As a result
Michigan will be a prime target if and when attack should come. This very

real potential threat to our homes, our factories, our cities, yes, our way of

if that horrible hour should ever arise,
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The problem, make no mistake, has ne easy solution. Those who are now
overcone with a war hystefia and whoe literally see the enemy off cur shores
and in the sky overhead want us te¢ make the United States an armed camp.
Such individuals seek an Army, 2 Navy, and an Air Ferce comparable to that

which defeated the Nazls, the Fascists and the Japs. The cost for such a

peacetime war maching you14 be prohibitive. The United States even in a

cold war era cannot afford 30 to 50 billion dellars annually for national
defense. Such expenditures wéuld bankrupt the nation and make us se weak
internally an enemy would destroy us with hardly o battle.

Several weeks azgo I visited the Natienal Gallery of Art to see some of.
the excellent exhibits. I observed a number of coabs of zrmor belonzing to
knizhts of olde These impressive {igures of steel loocked tough and formidable.
Such is not the case for a small child could push to the ground the coats of
mail with the slightest nudge. Sniny armor means nothing in fighting capacity.
Such figures lack blood and sinew. They have no life. The United States in
time of peace, while we prepare ourselves for any eventuallty, must be certain
that the industrial blood and sinew is kept strong and virile, that circula—
tion continues to flow, that we are capable of fighting and if pushed aside for
2 moment 1o rise and fight agalin as we did during World War II.

Rather than depend on such defenses, our nilitery strateglsts say this
nation should spend enough each year to prevent us from losing the next war
the first day and enousgh to permit us to win such & war in the long pull.

Too much spent now for military hardware that will be outdated within twelve
months would be Ffoolhardy although such a program would undoubtedly please
those who hysterically seek an iron ring around our shores. Too little spent
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During the next fiscal year, the United States will spend ever 20 billion
dollars, directly or indirectly, for national defense. In other words, approxi-
mately 50% of our 1951 budget will involve defense projects or prograns. (er-
tainly no one can contend that the Congress is neglecting our homeland or
forgetting our allies and friends thfoughcut the werld. Here in part is an
itemized list of the contemplated outlays in fiscal 1951. Department of Defense
14.8 billion. This is for the zuns, planes, ships, bases and personnel. The
Atomic Energy Commission will receive about 960 million. Would anyone deny
that della®s spent for atomic development are purely for national defense? In
the early stages of World War 11 the United States was caught short without
adequate supplies of sirategic and critical supplies. Our govermment wanits ne
part of such an experience again. In 1951 the Congress will appropriate about
733 million for that purpose. The Natienal Advisory Committee on Aviation
is scheduled to receive 56 millien and almost all of thigeppropriation will be
Tor aviation development of a military nature. United Siates relief in occupied
areas will total 300 million and our military assistance program will cost
approximately 650 million. The E.C.A., which has been successful in halting
the march of the Sovieis across Western Turope, needs 3 billion for the next
twelve months. MNilitary public works in this country and overseas require
300 million. These items fotal 20 billiomn plus, and frankly ﬁhat is about
the maximum America can afford in this day and age.

Despite these vast expenditures, and they have been larger in the past
several years, some might argue that the Joint Chiefs of Staff have been aslesp
in the period following the Japanese surrender. The conirary is true.. Your
military leaders have worked in close liaison with the Congress. The

Unification Act, now that the bugs are about eliminated, is preducing resydtfoey,
g
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Since demobilization in 1945 and 1946 the Armed For ces by a slow and te&é?us
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process have been revitaiized. In mest instances the fat has been replaced
with miscle. As a result today the Army, the Navy and the Air Force are in

a better fighting trim for thelr assisned misslons than they were a year ago.
The Services are to be congratulated on achieving greater effectivenesé on
less funds. With the world situatién as it is today, let's be chary about
diminishing further the present potency of our Armed Forces. Unless and until
we win some long sought diplomatic successes in Burcope and in the Far East,

I believe we should restrict additional reductions that mizht destroy the
substance of our military forces.

In conclusion, there has never been a time in the history of the world
when there was such a heavy responsibility upon, buit such a magnificent
oppertunity for, realistic and courageous Americans. We, as a nation and as
individuals, seek Peace and Prosperity. Tennysonls indomitable Ulysses
exhorted his followers, "To strive, to seek, te find, and not to yield."

By following the words of Ulysses, we today in this great nation can
successfully assume our responsibilities and oblizgations to those who have

made the greai sacrifice and those in the gzenerations to follow.




/
mxzmmimmwn.nm.n.
GRAKDVILIE MEMORIAL DAY EXERCISES
WYOMING T0WNSHIP CRMEITREY
HAY 30, 1950
MR, CHAIRMAN AND FRIENDS - in deing homor %o the memoxy of thoss
valiant men and wemen who, Yy their secrifices, call to our atbentien that
trus liderty is beyend price, lot us recoznise that te such Americans as they
the flewers and flags will be tmt emply tribtute if we fail te rededicate our
hears and minds S0 those subline trutha vhich they held se dear. I$ is alte-
gether fitting that we should panse today amid the din and dust of cur daily
existonce but unless ve as citisens go fowwasd with the terch of fyeedem se
magnificenily carrisd by them their sacrifices will have been iz vainm.
We are living in urgent times, times in wvhich mem search their hearts
and minds for at least a fow answers $¢ the great and grieveus preblems with
which we are beset. These aze, indesd, $imes which $ry men's seuls., The first
half of the 20th century has besn oritieal, diffieult, full of change. These
te vhom ve pay tridute tedsy have zons from this worldly tempest of deudt and
indecisien. They have served their fellev man. Their day om eavth is dome. They
have bean tried and not found wanting. They live in the enduring guality of their
hereic schievements and in the feod recellectiens of those whe knew and leved them.
Ve who remain in the Oity of Man must persevers against those tyrannical
individuale, these sinister idsologies vhich seek to undemine cur instituiiens,
sabstage our freedmm, and dissipate our convictiens. Ruthless tyrexnts like
Stalin and Nitler with Shelr godless dectrines inevitably peist the way %o
dishenor and despalr.




Vo vhe ave destined to rexain fer a vhile in cur earthly harmess mast
hiteh up our belis, sheulder cur packs and etrike out for nev solutiens to
the world's mighty problems. In the werds of Winsten Chmrehills

*We mist b prepared for further efferts of mind and bYody and
further sasrifices to great causes if ve are not $e f£all back."”

Zach of us at this erucial hour has & yesponsidilisy and an edligadien wvhich
is the hoaviest and yet the most gloriens im the history of the werld.

Prior to Deceuber 7, 1941 we in this oountyy, our leaders and ous pespls,
veres perhaps uncertain as t¢ the preper courwe. Beosuse of our yelative
Lameturity as & nation this indecision was unisrstaniadls. Ia retvespest
cur previcus falluyes in the diplomatic tugs of war between natiens are
mewummmmmmmMm
oonfusad by India’s long standing plight, Chins's complex preblems, Japan's
intquity, Italyts stupliity, Germen's perfidy snd England’s Munich philesephy.
Despite an lmest insoluble comdinmatien of oiroumstances the second gweat war
for fyvesdom in the 20th Century was wen by those whs belisve in the sanctity
of the indlsidual. IS was a warld sssexpassing struggle that lefs indelible
tyagedies and unforgetiadle memories, However, besause the osuase was great,
the sserifices, great and small, will nst de sasily fozgotten. Anmmual Memorial
Day Sezvices refwesh and rekindle our appreciatien of Shese we hemer. Neverthe-
less, as the days pass by, year in and year ouds we should periodically re-examine
our conscionces to see whether or not we as individuals or as & nation ave deing
our just shave in the never-ending struggle detwesn demovsmay and teotalitarianism.

Liderally spesking, ot this very moment the werld is agsin engaged in a
near shooting war. The forces of Soviet Rassia and her sabelites are srrayed
throughent the globe against the United States and our allies. Unfertunately
oeld war at the mement hange on o precipics. Seme unsxpected, some
tated incident or pertaps a planned soup conosivadly could change the
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0old war 49 a devastaling struggle between the men and war machines of all
natiens. Only recently that great military leader, Gencrsl Cmar Bwedley,
sald, and I quote « "may I peint out again, that the intermatienal situatien
has net impreved in the last eight memths.® This statement by the Chief eof
Staff was made wvithin the last nenth and at a $ime vhen the Gencral was plead-
ing with the Cengress for an extensien of the Selective Service Ast for ancther
twe years.

You night ask, and yighily s, vhat are our oivilian snd militery leaders
deling im this heur of orisis. I assure you thas the Congress and the top mili-
tary strategista are vorking as o teah 8o that our defenses will v as impreg-
nable as oircumstances will permit. The lagislative branch of the govermment
mst rely on the trained milftariste for the necessary plans. Im furm the
Genorels and Admivals depend on $he Ongress for the vherevithal for squipment,
perseansl and facilities. However, neither your military leaders or ywur
legislators can prepare for or win a var unless the pesple as a whole give
their mited mupperd te the efforts being mads. By sincers and construstive
Scamvork this tremendeus job can Be and will de dome.

Seme hore todsy whe have yeal fears in this Atemio Age may womder whal
our states of preparedness really is. Ve ia the middle wost sheuld be concerned
for the State of Michizan and our surreunding sister states maks up the
industrisl heart of $the United States. The Sovisds kmow that S win a vay

the indusirial strengbth of Ameyice mst be destreyed fmmediately. As o resull
Michigan will be a prime targot if and vhen atlack sheuld come. This very

real petentisl threat te our hemes, our fastories, our citles, yes, our way of
life, mst be met. nwmmxn!.mumlmtm&%
4 that hovridle hour sheuld ever arise. M
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The preblam, make no mistaks, has no casy sclutien. Those vho are now
overscne with a var hysteria snd wvhe litewslly see the ensmy off cur shawes
apd in the aky overhead want us $o make the United States an armed cemp.
Such individvals seek an Awny, a Navy, and an Aly Foree comparable to that
vhich defeated the Nasis, the Fascists and the Japs. The cest for such a

poaceting war maching yold be prehdbitive. The Tnited States even in a
cold war ora camnot affesd 30 te 50 billien dellaps axmially for natisnal
defense. OSush expenditures would bankyupt the natien and malke us so weak
interzally an enemy weuld destroy ue with basdly a battle.

Sevoral weeks ago I visited the Natienal Onllevy of A¥s to see some of
the exsellent exhibits. I observed a muber of coats of amer belonging te
knights of old. These impressive figures of steel lecked tough and formidable.
Sach 18 not the case for a small Ghild oeuld push b the ground the ceabs of
mail with the slightest mudge. Sniny ammoer means nothing im fighting oapesity.
Such figuves lack bleod and simew. 7They have no 1ifs. The United States in
¥ime of psace, whils we prepare curselves for any evestuality, mist be certaia
that the industrial bloed and slnew is kept streng and virile, that olivouls-
tiem centixmies te flew, that we avo cspable of fighting and if pushed sside fer
» moment to »ise and fight again ce we 4id during Weyld Var II.

Rather than depend on such dsfenses, our military strateziste say Shis
natien should spesd enough each yeay %o prevent us fyem lesing the next war
tha firsd day and enough to permiy us to win such & var in the leng pull.

Teo much spent now for militery hardware that will be outdated within twolve
menths weald be foolhamdy although such a program weuld undoudtedly please
these who hysterically seek an iyen ring around our showes. Too 1little wpeat
now would likevise be disastreus and would issvitably lead $e another
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During the next fiseal year, the United States will spand over 20 dlllen
dollars, divectly or indiresily, for national defense. Ia other womds, approxi-
nately 50F of our 1951 tmdget will invelve dafense prujechs or pregrams. Cerw
talnly ne one can contend that the Congress is neglecting our homeland or
forgetiing cur allles and friends througheut the verid. Here in part is an
itemised 1ist of the conbemplated cutlays in fiseal 1951. Department ef Defense
158 billion. This is for the guns, planes, ships, dases and persemnel. The
Atomic Energy Commission will reseive aboub 960 milllen, Weuld arzyone dwmy
that de11af¥ 058 for atemic development are purely for natienal defemse? In
the sarly stages of World Var II the United States was caughd short witheud
sdequate supplies of strategic and oritfoal supplies, Our gevernment wania ne
pard of such an experienos again. In 1951 the Cemgress will appreprizte abdeus
733 sillien for that purpose. The Hatlenal Atvisery Committes on Aviatiea ,
10 scheduled to receive 56 miliien and almost all of Shighppropriaties will de
for aviation development of o military nature. United States relisf in escupled
areas will Sotal 300 millien and our miliSary assistance program will cost
appreximately 650 millien. The E.CuA«y vhich has Deen successful in halting
the march of the Soviets across Vestern Buwepe, needs 3 billien for the next
twelve months. Militery podidc works i this ceuntyy and oversess wequire
300 million. These items total 20 PAllfen plus, and frankly that is sbeud
the maximwm Amezics cen afford im this day and age.

Despite these wast expenditures, and they have bean lavger in the past
several yoars, sems might argas thad the Joint Chiefs of Staff have been asleep
in the peried following the Japamese surrender. The oentrery is irus. Yeur
militayy laadews bave vorked in clese lialsen with the Cengress. The
tion Aok, mow $hat the bugs ave about sliminated, is prednsing results.
ace demobilization im 1945 and 1986 the Aymed For ces Wy a slov and tediens
e



precess have been revitalised. In most instanoces the fa$ has deen replaced
with misale. As a yesuld today the Army, the Nawy and the Alr Force are in
a bettor fighting tyim for thelr assismed missions thas they wers & ysar age.
The Services are to be congratulated on achleving zreater effectivensss en
less funds. With the werld situation as 4% is today, let's de chary sbout
diminishing farther the present potency of ocur Awvmed Feress. Unless and wngil
ve win some leng ssughd diplomatis successes in Bupeps and in the Far Zast,
I believe wo should sestricd additionsl yeduotions that might destrey the
substance of our nilitary foroes.

In oonolusien, there has never deen a time iz the histery of the werld
when there was such a heavy respensibility upen, dut such a megnificent
opperiunity foy, realistic and courageous smerisans, Ve, as & natien and as
individuals, séek Peace and Prosperity. Tennmgsen's iniomitable Ulyases
exhorted his followers, "Te styive, to seek o find, and met to yleld.®
By telloving the vesds of Ulysses, ve today im this great mation can
suocessfully assume our responsidilities and ohligations te thoss wha have
made the great saovifice and those in the genorations te follew.



Speech by Representative Gemld R, Fowd, Jr.
GRAMDVILIE (OdORRAL DAY EXEACISHS
Hay 30,.1950

Fr. Chalwan ond friends «~ in doing homor to the memeyy of
those valiant menm and women who, by Sheir esorifices, call te our
ottention that taue liderty is beyond price, let us recosmize that to
ouch \noricuns as they the flowers and flags will be btut empty tridute
17 we fall to rodedic:te cur hoarts and ninds to those sudblime truths
vhich they held so decye If 15 altogethor fiSting Shat we ahould panse
today amid the din and dust of our dally cxistonce bat unless we as
citizens 70 forwnxd with the torch of freedom sc masmificently carried
by them their sacrifices will have beenm vain.

¥o are living in urgent $imes, times in which nen search their
hearts and minde for ot least o fow angwers to the mreat and grievous
problems with which ve are boset. These are, iniced, times which try
nen's souls. The firet half of the 20th centuyy das been critical,
Aiffloult, 2l of change. Those to vhoin we pay tritute today have
gono from this worldly tempost of doubt and indecision. They have
sorved thelr fellov men. Thely day on arth is done. They have been
tried and not found wantinz. They live in the enduring quality of
thoir heroic achievements and in the fond recollections of those who
mow and loved then.

We who remain in the Oity of Man rust persewere agninst those
tyrannicel individnalse, those ainister ideclogiee vhich seck to wnder-
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inevitabdly point the way to dishomer and despalr.

We who are deetined So remuin for a while in cur carthly hamess
most hiteh up our belts, shoulder our pocks and ostrike out for now solue
tions to the world's might rroblems, In tho words of iineton Churchill:

B TR SR
Zach of us st this emolal hour has o responsidility an’ an edlimtion
which 40 the heoviest and yet the most glorious in the history of the world.

Prior to Deceuber 7, 1041 we in this countyy, our lesders end
our people, were porhaps uncortain as to the yroper course. Decsuse of
our relativo immoturity as a nation this indecision wes understandable.
In retrospect our previcus failures in the diplametic tuge of war detween
nations are understandable becamse in those trylng pye-war yesrs the
United States was confused by India's long standing plight, (hima's
complex problems, Jepan's iniquity, Itely's stuiiity, Cemany's perfidy
and Easlandts Muaich philesophy. Despite an almost insoluble combiantion
of circumatances the seocond great war for freedom in the 20%h Centuty
wos won by those whe beliove in the sanobity of the individual. It was
e vorld encompassing struggle that left indelidle tmgedics and unfor-
zettable nemories. Jowever, bocouse the camse wos gyeat, the soerifioces,
great ond small, will mot be easily forgotben, Anmal Memorial Doy
Services refrosh andl rekisdle our apprecistion of those ve hemor. Hover-
theloess, as the days pass by, year in and yeur o, we should periodically
re~oxanine our conscienses to seo whother or not ve as individuwels or as o




Litemlly spesking at this vory momont $ho wordd is soaln
mﬂha&umﬁm The forces of Soviet Mussis and her
satelites are arrayed throughout the glole aminst the United ‘tates
and our alliss. Unfortunstely this cold war at the moment hange on &
precipice. MMMWMWwWMn
planned coup conceivably could change the eold wur o o devastating strug-
gle totween the men and wur machines of all nations., Only recently that
groat nilitary leadew, Oeneral Omay Avadley, sald, st I cuote ~ "may I
point out again, that the intermationsl situation has not improved ia the
1a68 oight months.” This statonent by the Ohief of Staff wos made within
the last nonth and ot & time vhen the Gemorsl was pleading with the
Gongress for an cxtension of the elootive forvice At for cnother $wo
years.

You might aak, and rightly so, vhat are our civilisn and militawy
Loadors doing in Ahis hous of orlsls, I asoure you thet Sho Congress and
the top nilitazy statogiets are vorking as o team so0 that our defenses will
be as impregnable as cireumstances will pemmit, The logislative dsanch of
In tumn tho Oonerals and Admiwels dopend on tho Comgress for tho vhorewithal)
for oquipment, personmol and facllitics, However, neither your wmilisary
leadore nor your lepisloters cun nvepare for or win a wor unless the people
as o whole zive their united support to the efforts delag nade. iy sincere

Somo hore today who have real fonrs im this Atomic Age may vonder
vhat our state of preparedness reslly is. Ve in the niddle wost sheuld de
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up the indnstrial houwt of the United States. The Soviete imow that to
vin o w.r the industrial strength of Amorics mot be destreyed lemedlstoly.
As-a vosult Michigen will bdo o prime target 4f and when atback ahould come.
This vory real potential thaieat to our homss, owr fastories, our cities, yes,
ouyr vay of 1ife, must be met. In ny lnmble opindon I believe we will mest
the challenge if that horridle hour should ever ~rise.

The problem, male no mistake, has no easy solution. Those who
ure now ovorcome vith a war hysteria end who literally see the onety off
ocur shores and in the ey overhesd want us to nake the United States an
armed comp. Such individuals seok an Amy, o lavy, and an Aly Force comparable
o tint which defeated the Hasis, the Fooolets and the Jepm. The cost for
such a peacotime wor machine would be prohibitive. Tho United “tates oven
in o cold var emm cannot afford 70 to 50 billiem dolleve snmally for
notional defense. Such empenditures would henkrupt the nation and rake ng
50 vook imtermally an ememy would destroy us with hamly & battle,

Sevorel weoks anp I visited the letional Oullery of Art to ses some
of the oxcellent exhibits. I sbeerved o mwber of costs of amor belonging
%o kmighte of old. These impressive fimes of steel looksd oush and forade

abdle. Such L5 not the case for a smell child comld push %o the ground the
coats of madl with the siightest mdge. thiny ammor means nothing in fighting

copsolty. Such figtres lack blood and sinew, They have no life. The United
States in time of peace, vhile ve prepare onrsclves for any eventuality,

mat Yo cortaln thet the industrial Mool and sinew is kopt strong sad virile,
that eireulation contimmes to flow, that ve are capable of fishting and Af
wwmnﬂumumwnummwmm
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Rather then depend on ouch defenses, cur military statesists
say this nation should spend enough each yoar $o prevent us fyom losing
the naxt wer the fipet day and enough to pomit ua to win such o war in
the long pull. mumu.mmmmnnh
outdated within Swelve months would be foolhapdy althoush such & program
vould wndoubtedly nlease those who hterically seek on iron ring around
our shoyes. Too 1little spent now would likewise de disaatrous and would
inevitably lead to another rearl Maxbow.

During the next flscal year, the United States will spend over 20
villion dollare, directly or indivesctly, for matiensl defense. In other
vords, approximtely 50° of our 1951 buiget will involve defense projects
or progems. Covtalaly no one com contond thet the Congress is nesleciing
our homeland or forgebtting our allles and frionds throughomt the world.
Here In raxt 49 an ftemisod 1ist of the contesplated cutlays in fiscal
1951. Department of Defomss 14.8 dillion. This ia for the mms, planes,
ships, bages anl persomnel. The Abomic “morgy Commlission will roceive
asbout 960 million. Would suyone deny thnt dollars spent for atomic develop-
nent cre purely for nutiomal defenso? In the carly stages of vorld Wey II
the United States wos caught short without udesuate spplies of stmtesic
and critical supplies. Ouy govermment wants no part of such an exporience
agoein. In 1951 the Congress will apprepriste about 733 milliem for that
purpose. The National Advisory Committee om iviation {g scheduled to ro-
cotve 56 milldon and almost all of this sppropristion will be for avistien
dovelopment of o military notuse. United States relief in ocoupied areas
nately 650 million. The MeOuhey which bog beon successfull in halting the
nmarch of the Soviets across Vestorn Husepe, needs 3 billion for the nems
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twelve monthge }ildbawy public vozks in this country and overseas remive
300 nillicns These items total 20 Billfon pdus and Itenldy that 4s sbout
the maxfmm Americe con afford in this day and age.

Dosplto these vast exieniituves, and thoy have been Lorger la the
past sovessl yeurs, some night argne tiat the Joint Chiefs of 5talf heve been
seleep 4n the perded folloving the Japaness surrender. Ihe contrury is tsue,
Your militery leadews have worled in close 1islson with the Congress. The
Unification Ast, now that Sho bugs are about oliminated, is jrodueing resuls.
Sinod demobilization in 1945 and 1946 the srmed Feroes by & slow and tedicus
procoss have been revitalized. In most instances the fat has beon roplased
vith nsale. As & sogult today the Amy, the Yavy and the Alr Fowes ave ia
a botber fighting trim for their assisned missions than they were & yoar asoe
The Jervices are to be coagmbulated on achlevin: groater effectivencss on
loss funds. With the wordd situation as it Lo today letbs be chary adbout
dininishing furthor the present cotenqy of cur Ammed Torces. Unless and
until de win some loag sought diplomatic succosses in Burope and i the Jar
Fast I beliove we ohould restrict additlomal roductions that night destrey
the substance of cur military forces.

In comclusion, there has nover becn a timo in the hlstony of the
vorld when thoye wos suck & hoavy respensidility upon, tut such a magnificent
opportunity for realistic anl coureseeus imoricans. We, s & natiom =ad as
individnnle, seck Fence and. Prosperity. Tongsonts indomitadle Ulyuses
exhorted his follovers, "To strive, 50 seek, So find, and not to yleld."

By folloving the vonds of Ulyases ve tolay in this great nation om suo-

cosafully assume cur pesponsidilisties and obligntions to those vho have mude

the great sscrifice and those is the genomtions to fallow.
o




Spessh Wy Representative Gemald R. Fexd, Jr.
GRANDVILLE MEMORIAL DAY EXERCISES
Wyoming Tevnship Cemetery
Hay 30, 1950

Nr. Chairman and friends - in doing honor to the memory of
those valian® men and wemen who, by Sheir sasyifioss, eall to our
at$entien that true 1idezrdy is Deyend price, let us yecognize that $o
such Americans as they the flowers and flags will be but empty tribute
if we fall to rededicate our hearts and ninds $o these sublime twuths
vhick they held so dear. IV is albogether fitting that we should pause
today amid the din and dust of cur dally existence Put unleas we as
citizens go forwazd with the terch of freedom so magnifiocently carried
by them thelr sacrifices will have beer wvaln.

¥e are living in urgent times, times iz which mexn search their
hearts and minds for at least a few answers So the zreat and grievous
problems with vhich we are deset. These are, indeed, times vhich tyy
nen's souls. The first half of the 20%h centuxy has been critieal,
difficuls, full of changs. These Yo vhom we pay tribute today have
gone from this worldly dempest of doubs and indecisien. They have
served their fellow men. Theip day on arth is done. Thay have been
tried and not found wanting. They live in the enduring qualidy of
their herolc achievements and in the fond recollectiens of those whe

Ve vho remain in the Oity of Man smst persewere agninst those
tyvamical individuals, those sinister ideoclegles which seek to under-

mine our imstitutions, sabotage our freedom, and dissipate our convictions.






Literally speaking at shis very moment She world is again
engaged in & neay shooting var. The foross of Sovied Russis asd her
satelites are armyel throughout the globe against the Untted States
Movﬁ'mioi. Unfertunately this cold war at the momen$ hangs on 2
precipice. Soms unexpected, some mmmum incident or perhaps a
planned coup conceivably could change the cold war to a devastatiag strug-
gle betwean the men and war machinmes of all natiens. Only recently that
great nilitary lesdey, General Omay Bredley, said, and I quote = "may I
point out again, that the internastienal situation has not impreved in the
l1ast eight mentha." This statement Yy the Chief of Staff was mads within
the last menth and at & time when the Semeral was pleading with the
Congress for an extension of the Selective Service Aet for amcther twe
years.

You might ask, and rightly se, vhat are our civilisa and militaxy
leaders doing in this hour of orisis. I assure you that the Congress and
the top nilitary stategisls are vorking as a %eam so that our defenses will
be as impreguable as ocliroumstances will pemmit. The legislative dranch of
the govermment mast sely on the $Srained militarists for the necessary plams.
In furn the Generals and Admiynls depend on the Cemgress for the vhorewithal
for equipment, persomnel and facilities. EHowever, neither your milisary
leadsys nor your lsgislators can prepare for or win a wor unless ths people
as s vhole give thelr united support to the sfforts being made. By sincere
and constyactive Seamwork this tremendous jJob can e and will de dsne.

Some here today whe have real foars in this Atemic Age may vender
wvhat our state of preparedness really is. Ve im the middle west sheuld de

for the State of Michizan and our surrounding sister states make
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up the indnsdricl heart of the United States. The Soviets know that %o
win 2 var the indusivial strength of Avmerics mst be destreyed imuediately.
As o vomult Michigan will be a prime target if and when at$ack should come.
This very real petential threat to m_u-he-». our fagbories, our cities, yes,
our way of life, st de me$. In my Inmdle opinion I delisve we will meet
the challenge if that herridble hour should ever arise.

The preblsm, make no mistake, has no easy solutien. These whe
are now overcome with a war hysteria and who 1itexully ses ths ensmy off
our shores and in the sky overhsad want us to make the United States an
atmed camp. Such individuals seek em Amy, a Navy, aod an Air Force cemparvable
to that which defeated the Nazis, the Fascists and the Japs. The cost for
such a peacetime wer maohing weuld be prohibitive. The United States even
in 2 0old var era canmot afford 30 to 50 billdem dollars anmually for
natisnal defense. Such expenditures weuld bankrupt the nation and maks us
so waak internally an ensmy weuld destroy us with hamly a battle.

Several wesks ago I visited the MNational Callery of Art to see some
of the excellent exhibits. I observed a mumber of coats of armor belenging
%0 kmights of old. These impressive figuves of steel looked $ough and formid-
able. Such is not the ease for a small child could push to the greund the
coads of mail with the slighiest mdge. Chiny aymor means mothing im fighting

capaoity. Such figuves lack blood and sinew. They have no 1ife. The United
States in time of pesscs, vhile ve prepare curselves for any eventuality,

mist be certaim that the industrial bleod and sinev is kept streng and virile,
that oirculatien contimmes $o flow, that we are capable of fizhting and 1f
aside for a moment %0 rise and fight agein as ve did during World war IX.
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Nather than depend on such defenses, our miiitary stategists
say this natiom should spend encugh each year to prevent us from losing
the next war the first day and enough to pemmis us %o win such a wvar in
the long pull. Mmﬂmtm_tornmmmmtwmu
outdated within twelve months would be feolhandy although such a program
would undoubtedly please these who hmterically seek an irenm ring around
cur shores. Too 1itile spent now would likewise be disasprous and would
inevitably lead %o another Pearl Harbow.

During $he next fiscal year, the United States will spend over 20
billion dollars, directly or indivestly, for natienal defense. In other
vords, approximately 507 of our 1951 budget will involve defense projects
or programs. Certainly no one can comdend that the Cengress is nezlecting
ouy homeland or foxgebiing our allies and frisnds throughout the world.
Here in pard is an itemized 1ist of the centemplated outiays in fisaal
19%1. Deparimsmt of Defense 14.8 bdillien. This is for the guas, planes,
ships, bases and persommsl. The Atomic Energy Commission will receive
about 960 millien. Would anyone demy that dollars spent for atomic develep~
ment are purely for natienal defense? In the early stages of World Wep 12
the United States was caught short without adequate szpplies of stwategic
and oridlcal supplies. Our govermment wants no part of auch an experience
again. Ia 1951 the Oongress wilk apprepriate about 733 millilem for that
purpese. The National Advisory Committes on Aviation is scheduled %0 re-
coive 56 millien and almost all of this sppropristien will be for aviatien
development of 2 nilitary nature. United States velief in occupied areas
will total 300 millien and our military assistance program will cost apprexi~
madely 650 millien. The B.0.A., vhich has been successfull im halting the
march of the Soviets across Western Nuwepe, needs 3 billdom for the next
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twelve months. Military public vorks im this country and cverseas require
300 millfon. These items Sedal 20 billdon plus and frsnily that is sbout
the maxiwm Amerios can afford im this day and age.

Despite these vast expenditures, and they have been larger in the
past seversl years, some might argue that the Joint Chiefs of Staff have beem
aslesp in the period folleswing the Japanese surrendier. The contyery is $mus.
Your nmilitary leaders have worked in closs lisisem with She Congress. The
Unifioation Act, now that the bugs are about elimisated, is producing vesulis.
Sinod demobilization in 1945 and 1946 the Armed Foyves Yy o slow and $edisus
Process have beea revitalized. In most instances the fat has beer replaced
vith miscle. As & vesult Soday the Army, the Navy and the Alr Force are in
& better fighting trim for thelr assismed misslons than they wers a year agoe
The Servioes are %0 be congwvatulated om achieving greater effectiveness en
less funds. Vith the vorld situation as i% is today let's be chary aboud
diminishing further ihe present votenay of our Armed Foroes. Unless and
until ke win some long sought diplomatic successes in Burope and im the oy
East I delieve ws shovld restrict additional reductiens that might destroy
the substence of our military fowoes.

In comolnsien, thore has never been a time im the histoxy of the
Werld when theve was such s heavy responsibdility wpen, tut such & megnificent
opperiuaity for realistle and coursmgeous Americans. We, as a nation and as
individunls, seck Pesmce and Presperity. Tennyson's indomitable Ulywses
exhorted his followers, *Ie strive, to sesk, %o find, and not %o yleld."

By following the wowrls of Ulysses we today in this great natiom can suce
cessfully assume our responsidilities and obligations %o those vho have made

she greanl sasrifice and those in the genomtions to follow.
i




Speech by Representative Gersld R, Ford, Jr,
GRANDVILLE fEMORIAL DAY EXERCISES
¥yoming Township Cemstery

May.30, 1950

ire Chairman and friends-eein doing honor to the memory of those valiant men
and women who, by their sacrifices, call to ;.mr attention that true liberty is beyond
price, let us recognize that to such Americans as they the flowers and flags will be
but empty trihute if we fail to rededicate our hearts and minds to those sublime truths
which they held so dear, It is altogether fitting that we ahould pause today amid the
din and dust of our daily existence but unless we as citizens go forward with the torch
of freedom so magnificently carried by them their sacrifces will have been in vain,

le are living in urgetn times, times in which mea search their hearts and minds for
at deast a few answers to the great and grievous problems with Which we are beset,

These are, indeed, times which try men's souls, The first half of the 20th century has
been criticel, difficult, full of change. Those to whom we pay tribute today have gone
from this worldly tempest of doubt and indecision, They have served their fellow men,
Their day on earth is done, They have been tried and not found wanting, They live in
the enduring quality of their heroic achievements and in the fond recollections of
those who knew and loved them,

We who remain in the City of !!an must perserve against those tyrannical individuals,
those sinister ideologies which seek to undermine our institutions, sabotage our freedom,
and dissipate our convictions, Ruthless tyrants like Stalin and Hitler with their godless
doctrines inevitably point the way to dishonor and despair.

We who are destined to remain for a while in our earthly harness must hitch up our

belts, shoulder our packes and strike out for new solutions to the world'!s mighty probe

lems, In the words of Winston Churchill: . S F0Ry
L3 N
"We must be prepared for further efforts of mind and body and %) 1;\
further sacrifices to great causes if we are not to fall back." % &
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Each of us at this cruical hour has a responsibility and an oblication whicﬁ is the
heaviest and yet the most glorious in the history of the world,

Prior to December 7, 1941 we in this country, our leaders and our people, were
perhaps uncertain as to the proper course, Because of our relative immaturity as a
nation this indecision was understandable, In retrospeet ocur previous failures in the
diplomatic tugs of war between nations are understandable because in those trying preewar
years the United States was confused by India's long standing plight, Chinal's complex
problems, Jappn'!s iniquity, Italy's stupidity, Germany's perfidy and §ngland's Munich
philosphy. Despite an alsmost insoluble combination of circumstances the second great
war for freedom in the 20th Century was won by those who believe in the sanctity of
the individual, It was a world encompassing struggle that left indelible tragedies
and unforgettable memories, However, because the cause was great the sacrifices, great
and samll, will not be easily forgotten, Annaul Memorial Day Services refresh and rekindle
our appreciation of those we honor, Nevertheless, as the dayé pass by, year in and year :
out, we should periedically reeexamine our conseiences to see whether or not we as ine
dividuals or as a nation are doing our just shnre in the nevereending struggle between
democracy and totalitarianisam,

Litérally speaking at this very moment the world is again engaged in a near
shooting war., The forces of Soviet Russia and her satelites are arrayed throughout the
globe against the United States and our allies. Unfortunately this cold war at the moment
hangs on a precipice, Some unexpected, some unpremeditated incident or perhaps a planned
coup concievably could change the cold war to a devaﬁtating struggle between the men and
war machines of all nations. Only recently that great military leader, General Omar
Bradley, said, and I quidte = "may I point out again, that the international situation
has not improved in the last eight months,” This statement by the Chief of Staff was ~
made within the last month and at a time when the General was pleading with the Congress

for an extension of the Selective Service Act for another two years,
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You might ask, and right}y so, what are our civilian and military leaders doing in
this hour of crisis. I assurz you that the Congress and the top military strategists
are working as a team so that our defenses will.be as impregnable as circumstances will
permit, The legislative branch of the govermment must rely on the trained militarists
for the necessary plans, In turn the Gemerals and Admirals depend on the Congress for
the wherewithal for equipment, personnel and facilities, Hovev‘e'r, neither your military
leaders or your legislators can prepare for or win a war unless the people as a whole .
give their united suppoert to the efforts being made, By sincere and construective teamwork
this tremendous job can be and will be done,

Some here today who have real fears in this Atomic Age may wonder what our state of
preparedness really is, We in the middle west should be concermed for the State of Michigan
and our surrounding sister states mske up the industrial heart of the United States,

The Soviets know that to win a war the industrial strength of America must be destroyed
immediately, As a result Michigan will be a prime target if and when attack should come,
This very real petemtial threat to our homes, our factories, our cities, yes, our way of
life, must be met, In my humble opinion I bid2ieve we will meet the challenge if that -
horrible hour should ever arise, =

The problem, make no mistake, has no easy solution, Those who are now overcome with
a war hysteria and who literally see the enemy off our shores and in the sky overhead
want us to make the United States an armed camp, Such individuals seek an Army, a Navy,
and an Aif Force comparable to that which defeated the Nazis, the Fascists and the Japs.
The cost for such a psacetime war machines would be prohibitive, The Unit.ed States even
in a cold war era can not afford 30 to 50 billion dollars annually for national defense,
Such expenditures would bankrupt the nation and make us so weak internally an enemy would
destry us with hardly a battle,

Several weeks ago I visited the llatiml Gallery of Art to see some of the excellent
exhibits, I observed a number of coats of armor bilongimng to knights of old, These

impressive figures of steel looked tough and formidable, Such is not the case for,
child ecould push to the ground the coats of mail with the slightest nudge., Shing



means nothing in fighting capnci,t';y. Such figures lack blood and sinew. They have no
lifp. The United States in time of peace, while we prepare ourselves for any eventuality,
must be certain that the industrial blood and sinew is kept strong and virile, that cire
culation continues to flow, that we are caﬁcbln of fighting and if pushed aside for a
moment to rise and fight again as we did during World War II.

Rather than depend on such defenses, our military strategists say this nation should
spend enough each year to prevent us from losing the next war the first day and enough to
pernit us to win such a war in the long pull, Too much spent now for military hardware
that will be outdated within twelve months would be fodlhardy although such a program would
undoubtedly please those who hysterically seek an iron ring around our shores. Too little
spent now would likewise be disastrous and would inevitably lead to another Pearl Harbor,

_ During the next fiscal year, the United States will spend over 20 billion dollars,
directly or indirectly, for national defense. In other words, approximately 50% of our
1951 budget will involve defense projects or prograia. Certainly no one can contend ‘..t
the Congress 1s neglecting our homeland or forgetting our allies and friends throughout
the world, Here in part is an itemized 1list of the contemplated outlays in fiscal 1951,
Department of Defense 14.8 billion. This is for the guns, planes, ships, bases and pere
sonnel, The Atomic Energy Commission will re;oive about 960 million, Would anyone deny
that dollars spent for atomic development are purely for natiomal defense? In the early
stages of World War II the United States was caught short without adequate supplies of
strategic and oritical supplies, Our govermment wants r;o part of such an experience again,
In 1951 the Congress will appropriate about 733 million for that purpose, The National
Advisory Committee on Aviation is scheduled to receive 56 million and alsmost all of t:is
appropriation will be for aviation development of a military nature., United States relief
in occupied areas will total 300 million =mnd our military assistance program will co,t
npproxinatel‘y 650 million, The E.C.A, which has been successfull¥ in halting the march of
the Soviets across Western Europe, needs 3 billion for the next twelve months, snéury
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public works in this country and overseas recuire 300 millien, These items teh\&()



billion plus and frankly that is about the maximum America can afford in this day and age,
Despite theee wast upadituﬁl, and they have been larger in the past sveral years,
some might argue that the JointX Chiefs of Staff have been asleep in the period following
the Japanese surrender, The contrary is true, Your military leaders have worked in close
liason with the Congress., The Unification Act, now that the bugs are about eliminated,
is producing results. Since demobiliszation in 1945 and 19b6> the Armed Forces by a slow
and tedious process have been revitalized, In most instances the fat has been replaced
with muscle, As a result today the Army, the Navy and the Air Force are in a hetter

fighting trim for their assigned missions than they were a year ago, The Services are to
be congratulated on achieving greater effectiveness on less funds, With the world situation
as it is today let's be chary about diminishing further the present potency of our Ammed
Forces, Unless and until we win some long sought diplomatice successes in Surope and in
the Par East I believe we should restriect additional reductioms that might destroy the
substance of our military forces, _‘

In conclusion, there has never been 2 time in the history of the world when there
was such a heavy responsibility upon, but such a magnificent opportunity for realistic S
and courageous Americans., We, as a nation and as individuals, seek Peace and Prosperity,
Tennysen's indomitable Ulysses exhorted his fllowers, "To strive, te seek, to find, and
not to yiold."' By following the words of‘ Ulysses we todsy in this great nation can suce
cessfully assume our responsibilities and obligations to those who have made the great

sacrifice and those in the generations to follow,






