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SPpCH BY gp, G!RAIJ) R, JQRD JR, 

.February 51 1* 

Sl'At! CORVEN'l'IOlf M1CHIGAN OPl'OMEl'RIC 
ASSOCWIOI 

Ql"aDd Rapids, MSAbigaD 

pared tor th1a oooaaloa, I lhould like to pnta .. rq reark• vl\h 

I aa n~ 1D ta~r ot a nate controlled Heal~ Inau.ruloo 

teobnioiaD• who treat our altlzeu tor their Ula. 

I aa, howt'er, ~iuoct that eorioua problem uleta 1rl 

DUIIbor ot people. 

I alao aomllloec! that. thoro 1• a aolu\lon \o the problea 

1\J.rtbel'IIOre, I belleTe tM Alleric peop1e WDuld t er Met. th.b 

eu t ra er tbul tollov bl1Ddl1' tho 

' 
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In lm1" disouaalon on tbta yery ~ nbJeot lt seeu 

w1H to • to look at the faetS aad f!IUre•• To be&Sn v1th1 1•" ua 

aee what the Federal Gonrami 1a nov dollla ill the aed1oal. aerYicea 

1'1el4. 

The Boanr eo-laaloD Report briDe• 013 so .. tt&rt,liDC 

Sntoratlon aDd I ~ quote troa one of the C~aeion • a repone; 

liThe Go't'e!'IIMilt ia DOV respoaalble tor Mdical care in 'fti"J1aa 

degn" tor al8oat 241000,000 people or abou" one-sixth of the entlre 

populat.lon. 1J 1947, it vaa upeDdJDa v.U onl" tl,ooo,ooo.ooo or 

rs,..,. t!Ma the 1940 ooat. By tiaoal y•r 1948 thie coat Ju..pecl 

aDOt.her 2QJ. 'l'he total Federal Medical budget tor flaoal ;rear 1949 

was en!Mte4 at tl, 92),ooo,ooo •• 

!he lloo'f"er Coad..aalou Report. goea on to N7 that DO leaa 

thaD 46 dltferean cannmmt apaolea prOYld.e some sort or medical 

Hl"Yloea. the feterau .Adllllllet:ratlon aooOUJJts for 61 per cea." ot 

the total. aDd the amed eerrloes alee up 110re ~half of the 

re..iDder. 

' 



... ,. 
iuto t.vo pr1De1ple olaas1t1oat1onea The tint ol&asltloat.J.on deall 

with the pneral health u a \!bola. !he ftJ'1oua atudiea relatt.Dc 

to oanoer, tuberouloa1a1 ftlleral dbeaaaa an4 other k~ aa4 

oloH~ all1ec1 fialda, are &oocl .-.plea ot thia tn- ot federal 

aotl•1t7• !be aaOODd .U.aattleatloD, d.eala vttb direct Md~oal 

oan of people either 411'ecstq or la4lrM\17 ooDJleO'tced with the 

pel"DMD\ • In thia olaasltS.t.J.a, whiCh I Jd&b,t &4d1 oonatitutea 

&bout 8~ ot the total o:peMiture, auob pooupe ast Veteran~, 

.&.ru4 Poroea peraODUl aD1 their depcdeata, Indlalla and Federal 

laploye ... ... eM , •• •••tpcrb:tug mtcLrlei. 

Bealdea 'Ule aboft tvo olaas1t1cationa lt shoW.d. be 

pointed o\1\ that a. ll\Qiber of gonl'U181lt asenolea OUT)' on aepara\e 

tuaotSona ot their mm. !he Food nd Drug Administr t i on, Depart_. 

Let ua aol'\ltenise a:.re oloHly \he aotl•lt,lea ot the 

Federal gonnaaeat. e Ulu\rat.t by the wol"k ot the Publlo Health 

8emoe. 'lhla sel"Ylee apallde abou\ 1" a1111on dollar• a 18&1' 

' 



_, _ 
in graat• \o 1Dd1"Yl4ua.l atatea tor ftl"S.ou purpoaee, reaearob cover-

Silt a ftet field., nd dlreot The Publ1o 

Health Sent.oe open~•• Z1 boaplt.al..a 1n addition to d1 relief 

fa.ritime 

ag ncie • 

.Uao there 1a D. vide ftrbt7 or state aid propoe.u 

ada1D1stend b7 ttw Publlo Health Sel"Y1oe. Beaid s eneftl. ann\• 

to the etat••J theae r g:ranta peei.f'i c lly tor eweral di .. .:;;.._,,,.,,., 

euoh aa, tubeJ'GUloeta, other co 1c bl diana , III8Dtal UlDe• .. • • 

ftriou et&t.es use such federal graate tor a vlde v ri tv ot purpo•••• 

' 

publla health 1 bar t ori , 41apoat1o eel""r1oee cl n 1n eerrioea. 

or looal tuDe!• \o pi'09ide direct treatlle.ld tor patieDtJ 'With venerea 
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4lHale, t.uba1"CCIlloala, •Dtal disease or otlwr au-au. In 

flftry inata.nce, the leclen.l. Aid procraa proYidea that any penon, 

reprdleaa ot eoonoaic na'\ua, ia e.ntlt.led to dla~11 81\d 

t.ecliat.e treatMtrt. I aa 1D geeral asree-nt with t.he hcteral 

goYera&ata act1Y1t.iea to date in th1e lpbere bu\ re we ce'\tl.na 

our ctollarla worth ou\ of the amey approprSated and apeat1 t,et, t a 

look at 'What ~h• HOOYer 008U11oD eaid on tbe tubJeot.. 

"!he 110at ltr1k1Da illpnaalou made upon ua 1D our atud7 

1a that tbia ttDOl"JJIua Federal lledical proj eot haa been tmkred into 

lllld ia now bela& conduoted vlt.hout. ny central pl n, without. nen aD.f 

elKr cleeialaD aa to eertaill of the large cl ot the belletlctariea 

t.o be OOYend, with DO eltillate ot the ult coat or ot the effect 

upon other baalth J~H.aurea for the aatloa. 

a.Uer oaea, obtain f'Unda ch y.,.;r1 ereot their ow hotpit.ala to 

~ tor their own ellea\ele, aDd aoapete wlt.h ch other tor aoaroe 

peraouel, v1th no regard for the tacUt\S.a aw.U. ble in, or the 

' 
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oo.t. It. 1a proceedin with DO adequate thou t aa to whether 

S.t. can etatf ita hoapS.tala to 11•• pod o.re, nd vlthou\ an;, unUl.S 

pl.aD \o Oll to do the job. 

One oonolU81on tuJI.deMDt.al \o all othere 1e inescapable& 

det!Dit.iaD ot '\he enent of the responaib111t1ee, am an or«anlnt.t.oa 

ot the tr....SOU. role the J'e4enl GoYera.eDt 1a play!Da 1D \he 

ooutitut,e the paat ud preMil\. What about the Muret 

A quick elmo• at \he lecblatln actioD duri.D& the 

tlor&. hul.J )00 bUll pertaining to health were iat.roduoed b7 
~,J. 

-bere duriag the rtrn .... loll ottcoasn... s ..... were paased 

by both houaea vldle 14 otbera were apprw.S la one houe Olll7. 

' 
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lor your 1D.f'oiW.t1on I'll 11at aneral of thele aeaaurea. 

!he Boap1t.al Survey and Coutruotlon Aet Men.Den\1 ot 

1949 was paaeec.t 'b7 both houe• aDd beoue law on .lprU 151 1949. 

!hu law ext.eada the durat.Son ot the Boapltal. 8uJoft7 and Oonat.ru._ 

tlon A•t troa 1951 \o 1955 &lid inorea.aea the awa aut.borlzed to be 

aoa-prottt hoapikl• rroa t7s,ooo,ooo to t1~,ooo,ooo. 

A maaber or btllJI, 1nolud.i.DI one of rq own, have bee 

SD.troduoed tor the eatabl1.m.ent. ot a Jlaltlple Soleroata Institute 

bl the Publ1o Beal.t.h Serrtae. This institute would be 11allar to 

tho•• already eetabliahed for cancer &Dd h8&l't reHaroh• Such a 

propoaal wou.ld authoriae the needed expea41turea for the Tltall7 

' Perhapa the 1101t oozxtl'QTeraial aeaaure introduced d1.1J'bc 

the laet .... lo:A, and one that I woul.cl like to dl&CUII in so• 

detail, 11 ""'"Sdtmt ,.....,,. propooal tor a prepaid~ f'"'', 
heal\11 !D~Ura~U~e procraa, better kDowll as s~lalhed. ICedeotne. WltJJ.rJ . 
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Mr. Truman' s blessing ten more or lese lden\io urea were 

1ntrodueed 1D the Senate d seftll 1n the Hou e . a gene 

at.ter these propos a would prcwSde tor the follovSnl benetlt.at 

(a) Prodde Federal ~· to aohoola - in order to 
tram Mdloal and teohD1oal. peraOimel. 

(b) Grant addltlDul *41oe.l f\mda tor reaearoh 
perta1n1Dg to cause, preYctloa, aDd Mthoda 
of 41apoau 8Dd. trea'\unt ot nrioua dlaeaaea. 

(o) Pronde p-Urt.a aDd loan• tor oaJ"l'11DI out a 
progr of locatlDg me41oal peraoanel and faoUitlea 
1n e a that are abort of thon personnel aDd 
taoUltiea. 

(d) Praride 8Dd aasl.t loc aDd st te He lth Unite. 

(e) Prorlde tor prepaid personal health ael'Tloe 
nef 1 edic 1, dent , home nursing, hoapl•al 

aD4 auxUJary Hl"Yloea. 

It la ~ predict i on that the Pre aid~ ' • government 

OODtrolled Slid t'J.Danoed Medio 1 plan vUl beOOM aD blpor\ant ueue 

1ll the pnam ••••loa. !he leclllatlon vUl DO\ be appraYed br the 

Slat Cozacreaa, 1R faot I dCGbt 1f 110re than~ Mllbera of the Bouse 

would Tote in tbe atrirat.ln at the pre ent t e. The propoal 

vlll, hownr, be a •Jor laaue ill the eleot.1ooa between Republtaau 

probl• cloea exlat t.hrougDou\ \he country. Pr~ our ow at.a\e of lllctllf.gaJl . 

' 
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here are so cold f ote and ligures: 

Per C~p1t IDeo .. 1946 

Gener Hosp. de per 
1000 pop. 1946 

llaber of per110u per 
~·1c1AD 1940 

luaber of pereone per 
det18t 

7~6 

1,978 

I am sorry I haTe DO figures on your profeee10D Which has 

been doing aa excellent ~ob 1Jl JOur field. 

Roll I re lize tull well th t these ratios y hc.vc chan ed 

stnoe 1940 1946 end th t the aYe.11abU1ty of die 1 s rvic a 1n 

h improv d, but I doubt it e now hnv nou trained 

pereomel to t th de nd. 

Michig n, long with her 1 ter etatee, ~ • uthoriz d to 

participate 1n th hoapit 1 construction n fit of th Hill-Burton 

L&v. !hilt progr vat inauge t d the 80th Congr as 1n 1947. A 

pz1.or1 ty lin bas d on neac! h-

the result with loc hospitals being completed throu out the t te 

, 

-------
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by the joint use of f der 11 state ... loc 1 fuade. It 1111 t mterellt 

you to kno~ that Mich1 n vas ~uthoriz d to reoeive oYer two million 

•msuaJ ly in federal f't.mds for this progr • 

!he Univ ... s1ty of Mich~ n Medic l School nd the JUch1g 

State M dical Society have en Yer,r .ctive 1D helping phy 1c1ane looate 

1D rural ar e. I know from reliabl eouroes that yo r A soci tion 1 

also king a d t 1n d ftort to chiev the same results and I 

ooaplS..Dt )'OU on euch progr • Th 1 st grndllll.t 1 t the 

Univ r ity showed the hi est per cent in ite history of yo 

vUlin to st blleh p ctice in rural ocu•m1t1ee. Y s , on th 

'Whole, our sta.to c n be proud of our profe s1onal p opl the etepe 

tbey baYe taku to solve the bealth proble • HoveYer, w t DOt 

atop but r th r should re-double our efforts. 

Ve b re 1n Nichig ae well as oth ro throu out the United 

a.nr-Dt red,llent tlon aa propos d by Hr. Oecar Evin nd othere 1n 

the tede bu.r ucr tic hier rchy. !he p ople of this co1mtry are 

' 
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d din olution. 'W c nnot t a 1 y nd blissfully cont nd 

th r ie no probl t for t cont ry 1 tion bly tru • h 

p ople of thi country do DOt w: t, · dditionel regim nt t ion 1d goYeraMIR 

control ut rather eeek a tree nt rpri e pl n without undue goTe~-

nt 1 int rfer c • I•a c rt in th t thoae wo ve th tool -

n ly 1 our doctor dant1eta, our tr ined t chn1c1 n , our 

YOl t ry h " ur 1 cted gov 

ott1o1ala vtll bf unit effort f1ncl the antNer. 

'Wh t p rturb o gr t xt n is th 11 hth art d, non-

fe.ot po t of Yie of our itizenl!l to the 

Administr tion' pro • or pl f w d ys o, I r c iv d a 

letter fro youn r who nc t t h would be 

1D ta't'Or of Soei lized M icin 1 of r e t r o 1 exp r1ence. 

Be 1• nov tt nd1 ich n St Colle and for th no in.al sum ot ' 

~ h at t d he reoeiYed t200 worth of ic 1 care. It 1 b18 con-

tion that if be h d to y the t200 1D c sb h could aever aT 

• T c f l cy of th 

I,_ .. 
y 
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that he doesn ' t realize someone had to pay the oth r 195.50 and tb t 

h s a te.xpay r c~as very auoh one of thos person • 

This ple exruuple woul be multipli d ny 1m s ~er 

if we bad th Pr ident te proposal on the statute boo s. You lalov and 

I know that the ~~ected deduot1aa. from the va~e e rners p y uill 

n ver cov r the ru1tioip t8d cost• mider th .AdJiinietration•• pl n. In 

real.it7 th Mjor port on of the cost vill f ... 1 directly on the 12011 

deplet d federal tr a8Ury &Dd 1n turn on fed r 1 t ·xp ye s generally. 

I realize tull well that the UDited St t s h s 1Dd1Y1duala 

an families who do not h ve ade tat r sources to enable thea to pay 

tor good m die - care. P*o't1.s10D au t made to o re for the h l th 

needs of the eople. Senator T f't has su ted one .~ro ch. 

.bother is a voluntary plan 'Which v1ll co as ell oi 1zene 111 the 

lover inc bracket • It 1e rq und rstanding tb t in M1dl.1gcn our 

' 
priv: te m die l insur ce _lnns are xptmd:ing their cov rage to t ke 

in 11 \llo -waat tbe aemoe. Perhaps w t w need 1 co. h1nat10D or 

!b.e British ystem of cmmpul ory gov ... nt ina nc at 
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as a test tube for scientific lysis. By the OTerwhelming weight 

of authority 1 the vidence clea. ~y indicates thB. the exp rill nt. of 

the labor gave ent in thct country h s been an unauccessful experiment. 

Let m re. d to you n excerpt from one who should know the f .ots. He 

11 a doctor from England, a veteran of the Royal Air Force. He .tatea, 

"Nine years s. o I uated from medic 1 school lllld began s en lat.ern 

1n a hosp1t~u 1D Gre t Brit s.n. Four monthn a o I beg· s sn intern 

1n a hospitnl hero in the U.S. Jh t happened in tbos int rTeniDg 

years? The govo ~nt health sche e of Gre t Brit in. J ft r coming 

bnck from five ye rs o service \lith the M dical Dr ch of the Royal 

Air Force, t entered lerge genere~ oractice in en industrial area 1D 

Gre t Britain end th• t, o cou e, 1 the cluo es to .ry I 

I ve work d under thi ritieh r:1'1 rvice and fouDd 

it so objectionable, both per onally nnd s phyoici- , th t I felt 
, 

compell{:d to (J"e 11 ~ ties--and th y e r 1 ties--with home aDd 

friend and profess1o: a1 background nd come to etnrt re&."l- nd from 

the bottoa-1n no.,. country. You 1ee th re arc some things th·rt 



- 14 -

not \lorth doin at an;r price nd working thet sort of government 

medioino ee ed to e ao intolerabl , thnt I -de this ento s 

person 1 deoinion. And I am not <.U.one in m ing this bre • You 

Briti coll e here ill the u. s. bee use the 

probl of obtaining dollars is elmo t an insurmount ble one for 

Englis n . But they are st .. eeming out of Grc t Brit 1n to the Brltiab 

DomiaioJls. 'l'h11 is hardly the . ction of men who are h ppy :ln the 

pr ctice ot their cho~en prof salon. JJolievo me, ona does not e 

euoh n deoiaion rea~fly.• 

!o "" y of t ink 1 compulsory H nlth Insurance viol t.ea 

ev rything this country a atood for end prosp r d under du ing the 

laet 150 ye· a. lmped ents vould prod~ te n the t .chniciana t 

ri ts d privi leges 1.D. his cho e prof aion. Th · is the un -

lievable cost f otor ~lab is not v1dely kno or p recie\ed. Co pulsion 

and not choice per the entire progr • TheB re but f v of 

the reasons 'Why thi . rogr m 1 not in ccord w!th our s1c /,;m. ric 

concepts or princ1pl s. As lte look back OYer the history ot our gr t 
,/ r 'I' 

( 
country t we nll r c 1.1 tbe many 11011entoue and co plex problea our ~ 

1' 
J 

, 
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r-eople have had to f~ce from time to t e. In practically all 1n-

•trunces, the p ople of the United Stetes olved those roble 8 not 

by absolute gov rnment 1 intrusion into yo:.1r life and min but rather 

by a conoentrated effort of tree men 'WOrltiil,g honestly, consc1entiouely 

end induetriouoly to the colllllOD end. 

'l'ha~ 1 di 8 d gentlemen, brings to a. cloa ..., ddress. 

I urge you all to C1n tbe pro lem serio consider tion. Ve ar a\ 

the croesroade of momentoua deo1eion t t re uires scholArly aDd 

una lfiah thinking. 

' 




