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Tie Christian aAttitude irn the dtomic age

I'd like to begin my talk tomight witn a story. It begims...
Once upon a time im an old medieval village, the city fathers decided

to have a great festival. (Here tell story of the wire cask.}

Now this story illustrates & point too often forgetten. We cannot
hide from ou.selves nor can we hide from our responsibility to our felloﬁ
man, We may get away with doing next-to-mothing juet as the burghers of the
mediveal :;ié;iz they would,. But sometime the cask will be tapped. The day
of reckoning eventuall, coumes,

We are living now in days of reckomimg. In the atomic age there will be
many such days. They will come not once but over and over again. They will
come when the first atomi§ airship reaches the moon; they will come whem the
dieloeations of fully developed atomic power—-plants begim.to make themselves
felt. They will come a thousand times im a thousands ways yet not even imagim-
abls to our most imeginative thimrkers.

The atomic age will be full of days of reckoming.

With what strength? Witk what spiritual power will we meei these
crises to be?

At this very moment we are locked im the first era of the crisis of
ATOMIC TBRROR.

Will this continue to be a terror until we have blowm ourselves high
wide and hanrdsoms?

This is a sober subjgect, 1t is sober and we must think it through

to the uktimate conslusion.
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To a greater of lesser dejree man has always posaea the power to

destroy himself. The powsr to destrey humanity has existed for humdreds
of years im dozens of diffe -ent manifestations.
. fhavoah

For example, the tyranny of an Egyptian pareph posseded the power
to destroy a segmert of humanity. The opportunists, the powerful, anc the
wicked of all ages possessed a power over their fellowman until man began to

. PN Gl

develope sombhing called ethies. ZEthics -- or the consci®®e which tells men
he has an obligation to his neighbor -- is the root of civilizatiom. Without

it man becomes a brute. Without ethice, atomic power umnleashed becomes a

fearful and dread weapon im the hands of an ememy.

* » »

In our western world the wordx Christian hasa taken on a certain meanming
whick is the core of our ethics.

When we hsar the word "christiam," for example im comtra-distimction to
the word Tatar, we immediately get a visual image of what thasx thingx called
ethics is,

The paraples of tne 8ible with their lessons of humanity and generosity
have been taught us witu a very definite pu;;ose in view, These implant
"consciemeg" —- Christisn consciemce if you will. Without them we are nmo
batter than the brutal fasciast overlord of a concentration camp.

What was Nezism im its lowest form? it was & national crede that denied

§dhw~sﬁﬁq

humaninity. It was the brutality of suchenwald; the ty of a prison keeper

who is said to have made lampsh&es out of human flesh!

* » L4

1 am not one of those who believe that the machine is anti-Christian.
I am not one of thoae wro preaches that im atomic power we have developed

Frankensetin that wil, turan sagainst us and cruss us in tentaclé‘of steel,
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I recognize the damger of atomic matetialiem, 1 cean see it clearly unless

we fully understand the impact of this thimg that has come upon us.

* . »

Cpen up your imaginations for just a momemt. I cannot say —— I am
no scientist —-how far these visions are from being fairy tales —-but I do
know that they are possibles enythimg is possible in the atomic age,

We must use our imaginations unless we are to perish frem lack of
vision and the readiness to cope with the impossible. How will ws zops with
the impossible?

We will copa with the impossible oml; if the tuimg called Christian
conscience is equal to the challemge; omnl; if we understandthat without our

gspiritual values, we too can becowe Frankensteins.
. % #

Yes, a flight to the nearest plamet. %~et's take this iwmaginary flight
whether it's today, towaorow, or a cnetury away im reality,

Some of my firends were discussimz this fantastic suck Keger's vision
the other aight.

They agreed on sevzral principles,

They agreed that-—-

1) such a fl}ghn was possible sgmeday.

2) that if such a flight came tc pas it was not beyond human
imagination that other inhabitants of other plamets misht be
found —-and if tuey were —-- lmmediately we would be dnvolved in
problems esven more complex that terrify us this ucwen® a8 wc
l00K @u uie UMRAPPY ClrCUMBLunCES  ACross Our oceans,

To the era of imtsrplanetary travel, those ocegns will be like
duck pemde. To the era of énterplaneteray communication, problems between
nations otthe world will loock like baskyard squabbles im comparison to the
possibilities of differences between planets.

YES, this may sound fantastic to you. BUT. IT IS NOT fantastic for

the purpose of makimg emphatic what the importance is of Chrietian ethics im



the atomic age.

L L] Ld

The physical part of the man is the chemistry of his body —-the
feedimg, comforting, nursing, and pleasing of this stramge chemistry that
is called "MAN."

The spirtual part of the man ism't something you cun touch, smell,
or see,

BUT MAKE NO MISTAKE -- the physical doecs not comtinue to exist without
the spiritual.

This .. been proven time amd time again in history. It will be

proven many times over.

* » L]

It is to the youth of a matior that the matter of Christian ethics
becomes the most vital comcern. For that reason we are discussimg it here
tonight.

WHY FOR THE YOUTH more tham the oldExsters?

Because many of our battles have been fought anu arenow hkistory. Many
of the things we have done have failed bscause we failed to make tne most of
the opportunity we had to put into effect the Christiam principles.

Perhps we were puzzled. Perhaps we did not kmow hBow to put Christiam
pricniples into effect to their fullest.

It is no. an casy jgb in this comple x world of k.gh pressure and hkigh
destimy %o make ever; move fit the wisest judgement of a Solomon. But we must
kee ' on tryimg —-and that's why the question tomigat is maimnl thke concern 6f
youth, You must be sold on this if you are to be useful. You must belisve
despite every argument to the contrasy.

The keart of Christiam athics is the belief that mau is the sacraed

offspring of the irtelligence amd wisdom of God. AN is more important than
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machines, or progress, or wealth, or power,
MAN is the meanimg ol life, not a tool through whom some shall

express malice and greed.

Contiue wit.. examples:
1) the fallacy of faseism

2} the fallacy of communism --the belief that any means
justify an emd.

The idea of perfectiom all at omce. That's the trouble
wit. commumism, It allows motaing for the human who
must necesearil, progress slowly; unless he is t. be
liquidated outright as millions have. bsen liquidated
in the soviet union.

Now I aak you how can amythimg good come out of the czanal heaps ot

asphixiation chambers and khuman sluwghterhou ss?

But in an atomic age haste, imprudemce, and fear are likely to drive
us to much greater inkumaanities then mere commu.ism unless we are made of

the metal of real spiritual courage.

etc. eto.

Conslusions:

1) were it not for Christiam ethics --alive ana vigorous in
the world teoday -~ we woulatrul, be doomed tc destruction through
our own power.

2) We must be acutely aware of evidencecs of the evil of cruel,
political materialism which is a by-product of the mackine age.

3} We must be willimg to fight for Christian ethics jjst as man
first fought for equality before a cruel tribal law amd freedom from
tryany.

We cannot buy cur way out of what we have created.
We cannot sscape the ultimate responsibility for the use

of that winich we create.

To live in the age to come will tske plenty of guts and



@ vigorous understanding of wiat is the value or Ckristian ethics in

an atomic age.

The value, folks, to my way of thinking is simply this.
It ie the way of survival., It is the way of peace on earth

good will toward men,

Whenever you doubt the valus oi Chris.ian ethics remember that
little story =£ about the great festival of the wine cask.,
TO ME IT TELL3 A WONDFERFUL 3TORY. I thimk if you will remeber

it, you too will never doubt that without ethics tharé is onl, water,

Water is not eneugh for mamrkina., He mus. have mecre thamn that.
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Jerry--

4+ am sorr; that 1 haven't got tiuc to polish up a real good speech for
you on the Christian attitude in the atomic age.

1 uave kmocked outthess suggesiiems for yeu, however, and i know you'd
rather put you ovm words bekind waatever you s&; auyway.

This has been a rat-race for me the pasi coupls of momtks, I hope iy will
taper off before long bu. what witi the geverament keeping us*up im the air, we
are an industry goimghalf nuts,

Thanke for tle housing bills, I will study them,

By the way, did you ever get the lclter 1 wrote you at the appartment
regarding yeur future political plame? I'm bsgimming to womdes whether it got
lost in-the mail.

Would you let me kmow if you received it?7

as ever,
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of the eongugatlona[ Christian C.’on/zunu of :/V(tcglgan

THE CHRISTIAN MAN FACES HIS PROBLEMS

I. The demands made upon the Christian Man by organized society
A. By his family
B. By his work
a. His employer
(If in business or profession for himself
it will be his clients)
b. His associates
¢. Trade or Business Organizations.
(1) N.A.M.
(2) Chamber of Commerce
(3 C.I1.0. or A.F.of L,
(4) Trade Organizations
(5) Farm Orgenizationms
(ag Farmers®! Coop
(v) Farmers® Union

C. By His Government
8/ Enlarged scope of government activity
(1; Greater military activity
(2) Government in business
(a) participation in business
(v) supervision of business
(3) Government in practically all walkd
of man?'s life.

D. By His Churcn

II. The Demandsof God
Seek ye first the Kingdom of God
Stewardship
What is the Christian Man's Answer to the demands?
How will he answer the demands?
Wherein does satisfaction lie?
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CHRIST AS THE ANSWER TO TBE‘ QUESTICN OF GOOD GOVERNMENT
(Draft for a radio speech prepared at the request of

No human thing is of more importance to mankind than good
government. Even savage tribes have govermment of some kind, but
human health, sustenance, education, home life, happiness and religion
are all dependant for their development on whether men are well-
governed or ill-governed. To find out what is good government and
to find out how it can be instituted and maintained--these gquestions
constitute a quest of mankind through the ages. It is a task which
grows harder rather than easier, with the march of time, bscause
populations are increasing, the materisl, territorial and economic
basis of civilisation is growing more complex, and the territorial
units of government are becoming larger. It might not be so difficult
for the chief or king of some petty tribe, living in a primitive eco-
nomy, on a small tract of land, to govern well according to the stan-
dards of the day. How different to manage a great commercial and

. industrial and agricultural nation of 150 million people, such as
we have in the United Statea!

Moreover, the standards of vhat is to be regarded as good

government are rising. In former times, masses of people who had
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always lived in the peverty which is the borderline of subsistence
or below it, who had never had any property or freedom or rights of
their own, could exist in abject subjection to some kind of tyranny,
without even knowing hov badly off they were, because they had never
known anything else. This is somewhat the case of the pesopls of
Russia today; they do not know what material comfort or political
freedom is. They have never had either in the thousand years of their
sountry's history. They can take the ruthless dictatorship under which
they live, with all its eruelty, because neither they nor their ancestors
ever experienced anything but despotism. '

But a new spirit is rustling through the world today, a spirit
of discontent and unrest. It is stirring in the jungles of Africa and
Asia, in the teeming cities of China and Europe, in the ancient, arid
regions of the Near East and among the humblest peasants of the Andes.
Somehow, by some sort of subsonscious, subterranean means of communica-
tion as well as by the spread of education (not very great in some of
these countries) the masses of the people have suddenly discovered
that the misery and the ignorance, the slavery and cppression under
the shadow of which they and their ancestors have groaned and lived
and died, is no longer necessary. They do not know much about science
and technolédgy and invention, nor about ballots and free elections,
but somehow they have grasped the idea that a new and better life is
possible for them, and they want it, We do not feel this trend in




this country so much begcause we have alvays, as a Nation, had
almost all the good things thgt 1ife has to offer along these
lines, and we take them for granted. But for a billion other
people in the world, the whole idea is new and it is revolutionary.
Here is the major explanation of the unrest in the world today-
-gomething that we Americans find it sc hard to compeehend. It is
not all an aftermath of the war, vhich will settle down with the
settling of the dust of confliect., It is something deeper than
that and more lasting. It is mankind on the march setting out
with a grim but ignorant determination to get a better life,

This yearning, this determination, is often very naive.
It is exploited by communism. It is turned into destructive
channels. But in itself it is not wrong, because it is the
avekening of mankind.

These people~~in China, in the Near East, In Russia,
and elsevhere--vant good govermment, but they do not know what
good govermment is. They have never even seen it from afar, in
many cases.

Fortunately for us, we have a fairly clear idea what we
mean by good govermment. ]En the main it would be true to say thatA
here in America we have alweys had good government. Our task is
to understand it, to keep it, to improve and develop it, and to
open the way for its blessings to permeate the sarth,
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What 1s good government aceording to our ideals?

I should say that the first element of it is that which
was expressed by the Pilgrim Fathers in the very first instrument
of government which they drew up, the Mayflower compact. It is that
there shall be "a government of laws and not of men". That means the
end of arbitrary personal government, by king or prince or commissar
or politburo., It means that no one can cast a citisen into prison or
bring him before a firing squad, without due process of law. It means
the writ of habeas corpug, it means the Bill of Rights, it means the
econstitutional guarantees of the rights of individual citizens to
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness., It means freedom.

The second element of good government, I would say, lies
in its representing the collective will of the psople who are governed,
"government of the people, by the people, for the peopls". Laws are
to be expressions of the collective mind. There are various mechanisms
for achieving this, but all go back to the ballot-box and the frese and
unfettered election. What a glorious privilege it is for the free
American to go to the polls, and know that he, poor and obscure as
he may be, has a voice in the selection of his rulers. You cannot
have good government without that right in the hands of the people,
nor when that right is left unexercised.

Thirdly, good government means that the laws and the actions

of the authorities who execute it, are based on respect for the common
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man, Good government does not mean absence of authority--we respect
authority; vhat we sre against is tyranny, and special privilege. 'lor
does good government mean charity and benevolent despotism. There have
been such governments in the world, sometimes honestly seeking the well-
being of the people but not founded on respect for the individual. Ches-
terton, a well-known English writer of the last generation, said "Demo-
cracy is founded, not on pity for the common man, but on respect for

the common man.” This is an essentially Christian idea, and it goes
back to the Christ who died for every man, placing a mark of inesti-
mable value on each human being.

Finally, it is important and elementary for every thought of
good government that it shall be honestly administered in the interests
of the whole people by conscientious and unselfish officials. No system
of government, however perfect in theory can be good, when public offi-
cials are dishonest, or slack, or stupid.

These four prineiples are fundamental to good government.

What we sometimes fail to grasp is that this kind of govern-
ment makes great demands on everybody connected with it. It does not
function sutomatically., It is not & kind of political machinery which
we can set in motion and then go off and leave to run itself. It demands
more intelligence, and skill, and above all, more unselfishness, than any
other kind of govermment. It demands self-control. In short, it demands
character.




-6-

Unless we can show among our holders of office, among our
leaders of thought, and among our plain citiszens, enough character,
our democracy will fail.

There is a phrase in the Uld Testament which seems to me
in place here. "The mountains shall bring peace to the pecple, and
the 1little hills, by rightecusness.” Who are the mountains in this
text? They are the "big shots"—~the President and the Governor and
the Mayor, the Judges and the generals and the legislators and the
cabinet members, and losally the sheriffs and t.ho eounty couneilmen,
They must be righteous if the people are to have peace, and there
is no escape from that conclusion. But the obligation does not
rest only on the "big shots". It rests also on the "little hills®,
And who are these? Well these are the "little people" in government.
The people with ocne vote, the good neighbors, the storekeepers and
vorking men and the housewives. No peace or prosperity for a demo-
cracy without their righteocusness too., In the long run they have
more to say than the "mountains® as to what the laws shall be and
how they shall be enforced and how much unselfish loyalty to the
general interest as against spescial interests there may be. High
mountains snd little hills--together——shall bring peace to the people.

Good government, then, depends to no small degree on the
high caliber of the sitizens, leaders and ordinary people alike. Nor
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is there any substitute for the right kind of men and women, the
kind which an American poet praved for.

God, give us men! A time like this demands

Strong minds, great hearts, true faith and ready hands;

Men whom the lust of office does not kill;
Ven whom the spoils of office cannot buy;
Men who possess opinions and a will;
Men who have honor; men who will not lie;
Men who can stand before a demagogue
And damn his treacherous flatteries without winking!
Tall men, sun-crowned, who live above the fog
In public duty and in private thinking;

For while the rabble with their thumbworn creeds,

Their large professions and their little deeds,

Mingle in selfish strife, lo! Freedom weeps,

Wrong rules the land, and waiting Justice sleeps.

There is no substitute for character in good government,
and in the formation of character there is no substitute for the
influence of Christ.

Not primarily our glorious constitution, or our boundless
natural resources, or our Americsn business enterprise, have made the
Nation great. These things are sontributory. The fundamental fact is
that there have been enough people here from the beginning, who have
been dominated by Christian influences, to make a glorious citisenry.
They are the foundation of the Republiec and its chief wealth.

The sncient Hebrew prophet Isaiah preached what iz called
the "doctrine of the remnant®, At a time when the majority of his
people seemed to have reverted to lower ways, there was a "remnant”,

a minority indeed, who held fast by the highest ideals. And the Nation,
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said Isaiah would be saved because of the existence of "the remnant",
Christ had something similar to say of his followers. They were "salt®,
he said. "Ye are the salt of the earth". Now salt is the great pre-
servative, the principal preservative in the older times, the only |
available means to 'eep gocd food from spoiling. What Christ and the
Hebrev prophet were alike saying is this. If there is in the population
even a minority, who hold fast to the highest ideals, there is hope
for the safety of the whole group. So it has been in this eountry.
Our democracy has been preserved, and God grant it will be preserved
in the future, because there are enough citizens who are committed to
the way of Christ to develop for themselves and their children all
those qualities of charscter that make for good citisemship. Ewen
those vho are not professedly and actively fonoﬁrl of Christ are
influenced by the dominant tone, There is a set to the atmosphere,
ereated perhaps by a minority, but spiritually and morally compelling
to the majority--and you bave a nstion capable of governing itself well,
To spsak in this vein is not to belittle any genuine religious
form, because all are nearer together than they seem. Christ's influence
was in the tradition of Isaish. It was never better expressed than by
another of the Hebrew prophets, when he exclaimed, "What doth the
Lord thy God require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy,
and to walk humbly with thy God?" Here are the three things that make
the foundation of good citisenship--justice, kindness and reverence,
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It 4s in the function of all genuine religion to bring justies, kind-
ness and reverence into human life, and wvhen they are present, demo-
cracy is sae, whether in Washington or at the county-seat. A4s Presi-
dent Truman pointed out the other day, in an address to Federal,

State and local law enforcement officers called to discuss a drive
against organised orime: "The fundamental basis of this Nation's law
was given to Moses on the Mount, The fundamental basis of our Bill
of Rights comes from the teachings we get from Exodus and 8t. Matthew,
from !saiah and St. Paul. I don't think we emphasize that enough
these days."

There is & wider angle to this question of Christ and good
government, and I do not think I should fail to point it out, because
of the critieal nature of the international situetion at this time
in our national history. There is unfolding before the opening eyes
of the American people a new problem, Can we preserve our gevernniut,
our liberties and our peace, if the whole world does not have good
government, liberty and peace?

We have been sesking to stem the destructive trend of the
communist movement toward world power by political measures like the
United Nations, by military measure such as strengthening our srmament
and producing atomic bombs, and military aid to threatened Burope,
and by economic aid on the most generous scale. The long-range
"Point Four® program may do more than all these, given time. But are
these things enough? Will arms, food, money and inventions bring good
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government to the world, or must we be ready to export something
more spiritual--an idea, an ideal, a faith and an enthusiasm~—and
if so, what shall it be?

On the same day last week, Eabruery 15, 1950, the nevs-
pepers recorded three demands for this spiritual weapon for the
"gold war®, A distinguished lawyer and public man, 'fr. John Foster
Dulles, told a college audience: "There is confusion in men's souls!
Only a revival of the Western world's sonocept of the dignity of the
indididual, and its explanation to the rest of the world, he said,
would avert a triumph of Soviet despotism. On the same day, appeared
an editorial by one of America's leading business editors and columnists,
David Lawrence. He wrote: "We can mobilize our spiritual resourdes,
too... What a Christian opportunity to focus on truth--and 'the truth
shall make you free'. What a chance to kindle the great spirit of
mankind! What a time for a spokesman with the meral power to win
Russia to our side! What an hour for construetive planning and
leadership!” And on the same day, over in Edinburgh, Winston Churchill
was telling British electors: "I feel that Christian men should not
close the door upon any hope of finding a new foundation Bor the life
of the self-tormented human race. what prises lie before all peoples
if they are worthy of them--pesce, food, happiness, leisure, weadth
for the masses never known or dreamed of; the glorious advance inte

a period of rest and safety for all the hundreds of millions of homes
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where little children play by the fire and girls grow up in all
their beauty, and young men march to fruitfulness in all their
strength and velor. Let us not shut out the hope that the burden
of fear and want may be lifted for a glorious era from the bruised
and weary shoulders of mankind."

Have we any great and all inclusive and inspiring concopt.
to set against the dead and godless materialism of the communists?
Have we what a delegate from one of the little countries to the
United Nations, Dr. Charles Malik of Lebanon, asks us for, when he
says:

"The only effective answer to Communism is a genuine
spiritualized materialism which seeks to remove every trace of
social injustice without loss of the higher values which constitute
the very soul of the West.... We must hope and pray that there
will develop in the Western world a mighty spiritual movement
vhich will rediscover and reaffirm its glorious hidden walues, and
fulfil]l mankind's longiﬁgs for a more just order of things, a more
beautiful world, a New Heaven and a New Earth."

Yes, my friends, we have such a concept. It was given
us by Jesus Christ, It was the very heart of his message, the core
of his teachings, the constantly roiforatod theme of his discourse,
but it has been strangely by-passed in the long history of Christian
thought. It is the concept of the Kingdom of God. Obedience of




mankind to the divine will -1n all relations of life until the

world itself becomes truly His Realm., It covers Wimston Churchill's
bright picture, and Charles H4alik's plea, and vastly more besides.

It 1s a dynamic idea. We should take it up and proclaim it without
hesitation as the basis of a new ideology, more powerful than anything
else in the world., In our own lives and homes, and businesses, and
government, and in the world at large, we can make the goal of our
spirits the petition which Christ put at the forefront of His prayer:
"Thy Kingdom come! Thy Will be done on earth as it is in heaven!”

[s. Arthur Devan
National Defense Analyst
Foreign Affairs Section
Pebruary 21, 1950

8ADivw
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CHRISTIANITY AS THE MAWOR STRENGTH OF THE DENOCRATIC WORLD

I, Ite Emphasis on the Individual

A poor woman who lived in a community where Christianity was
not functioning very dynamically, complained that some of the neighbors
failed to treat her as an equal. 5he said she thought Christianity
ought to bring us all dowmn to the same level. She just had her direct-
tions reversed, Christianity brings us all up to the same level--all
receiving the gift of 1life from the same Eternal Creator, all potentially
redeened by the same Saviour of men, all alike bound to stand bafam the
Judgment Seat of Christ (Roman 144103 2 Cor. 654¢10). There is no other
relizion so demooratie as Christianity and no other govermment so
Christian as a demooracy. \

Wherever democracy has been tried without Christianity it has
failed. In ancient Lthoul‘-nouuy of a sort was tried, but without
Christien principles in the heart of the great "demos™ selfishness soon
brought political disintegration. Their democracy was nmot for the world,
not for all of Oresce, just for Athense=not even for all of Athens, not
for the slaves of Athens, not for any but the closed eircle of fuii

oitizsens. "'t was not so much the growth of democratic prineiples, as

1/ Prentice, V. ¥, The Ancient Greeks. p.l52.




the ambition of politicians and the greed of the common man, which
produced the extreme demccracy of ancient Athens.®

The Roman Pepublic was still less democratic, with its patricians,
plebians, and slaves. :

The rise of true democratic principles awmaited the working of that
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leaven which Jesus called the Kingdom of Heaven. It has not yet | d

the whole lump, but it is working.

From the days of Thufu the pyramid builder to fitler the GCerman
Fithrer, individuals have existed for the -‘o of the Covermment and for
the glorification of' lts rulereewhere Christianity has been repudiated.
But the words of the Oalilean still reverberate, "Neither be ye called
masters:s for one is your Master, even Christ," and while this word relates
primarily to spiritusl things, it has wider and unavoidable democratic
implioati-ns, 8o that Opesimus becomes the brother of Philemon rather thah
his slave, and eventually all slaves and wmasters, by the same token become
brotherse

Christ and Christianity emphasize the worth of the individual soul,
with its eternal possibilities and values. Only an un-Christian dictator-
ship could have its Valmedy and its Duchenwald.

Christianity is not only goed to the individual but it is good for
the individual, It does something for him, It develops him, Tt brings
out his hidden possibilities and values, It makes him unafraid to speak
with kings, because he has been in comsunion with the Divine.




As democracy stands or falls on the quality of its individual
components, what better gpuarantee of a worthy permanence, than that
every individual should be Christiani

If democracy with its blessings, is to be more than provineial,
it must be based on & true universalism of sympathy and purpose. There
is no other force working to this end so powerful and so worldepervasive
as Christianity, in vhich, "There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is
neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all
one in Christ Jesus." (Gal. 3:28),

v

11 Its View of Soclety

Christianity's view of Society is based on its evaluation of the
individual, as we have just seen. Tut these individuals are not isolated;
they are in relationship with one another, If these contacts are mutually
helpful and constructive, peace and prosperity follow, otherwise, there is
discontent, strife, and the probability of experimenting with undemocratic
formg of government, Here Christianity states the ideal and sets the
example for a well articulated and happily funecti-ming society.

Not only dwe Christians called "brethren" because all are born again
of the Spirit of CGod, but a closer relationship is indicated by a welleknown
metdphor, Ve are members of the same ‘body, Nembers of a family do somee
times quarrel most bitterly, but whoever found occasion to disparage his own
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1, Por the bedy is not one nem-

hor. but many,

15 If the foot shall say, Because I
sm not the hand, I am not of the

bedy; is it therefore not of the
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This is describing the church. The more of this Christian unity
we can pet into the hearts of men the better our whole society will be.
The better our government will be, The fewer the false statements that
will be eireculated about our fellow workers in govermment: Fow this would
cut down irresponsible and unjust charges of "Fascist” or "Communist"
directed at associates in our great demooracy! And how it would stimulate
our appreciatiom for the work of others whether great or lowly.

num.rﬂnuﬂy.‘mghntmorﬂumhmm
who clean the floors and dust the walls just leaving with their mops and
pails and cloths? I often think how utterly impossible it would be for
the United States Covernment to funotion without their work, If a
cmm-nornm@uﬂhsﬁuuwmnumt
his work is dependent on that of the char-womenm. Ve are all one body, and
wtumlﬁoﬂlnnh—hﬂdwmw:ﬂw
on its other members.

This principle finds its fullest expression in Christianity., There
is a lesson also for all society. '

A friend of mine who works in the Goverment in Washington tells how
heartened he was to overhear his Division Chief talking on the telephome
one day about some emxployee who had resigned and had changed his mind and
wanted to be reinstated. The Chief was saying "Techpiecally we are not under
any obligations to him. Legally we do mot have to do anything for him, but
under the circumstances, I feel that clearly we are morally obligatede-and
that should guide our action,”




If management and labor and all the individuals forming our
complex society would be guided by Christian principles of unselfishness,
the world would soon be safe for democracy, and what is more democracy
wo:ld be safe for the world,

III _Its Intellectual Trukk

It was the Rovan officlial who signed Christ's death warrant that
asked,perhaps with an agnostic snoer or in sarcastic umbelief "What is
mrmnummn.hmwmhmuuu
Life" even the ome who told those who believed om Him, "and ye shall kmow the
truth, and the truth shall make you free.” Christianity end democracy
demand truth, They love truth, They do mot fear truth, Im this respect
Christianity is the bulwark of democracy, and demoerscy aids Christianity.
Neither the one mor the other cam shut an irom curtain om truth, Only the
opponents of both Christianity and demooracy can do that,

Christiani ty demands faith, But faith is not what the little girl
said "believing something that fsn't so." Faith and Christianity involve
spiritual mysteries that are beyond the range of our fimite reason, but
these mysteries never demand that we stultify the intellect which God has
given use All falsificati:n of history in order to glorify one race or nation
is un=Chrigtian and undemocratic, So great is the affinity of Christianity
for truth that one of the greatest Apostles writes of those who "believe a
1lies that they all might be dammed who believed not the truth.”

(2 Thess, 2511 12).
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IV, Its Leader - Christ

Hero worship is a matural humen propensity. As children we
play "follow the leader” and we never outgrow the urge., Human leaders
have made and ummade history through the ages=-they have come and gore,
and have left the world a little better or a little worse for their
passinge

Mo other has made an impact on history comparable to that made
by Jesus of Nazaréth. Every other great leader has been

"limited in some way to the interest of his owm
people, or empire, and set in o position, mwore
or less decidedly, to the rest of the world, Put
to Jesus alone, the simple Galilean carpenter,
it happens otherwisej that, never having seen a
nap of the world in his whole life, or heard
the name of half the great nations om it, he
undertakes, coming out of his shop, a scheme as
much vaster and more difficult than that of
Alexander, as it proposes more and what is more
divinely benevolent] This thought of a universal
kinzdom, cemented in Oodeewhy, the immense Roman
empire of his day, constructed by so many ages of
war and conquest, is a bauble in comparison, both
as regards the extent and the cost! And yet the
rustic tradesman of Galilee propounds even this

i
:

in
simple and quiet, as if the immense reach of his
plan were, in fact, a matter to hi
tion."

|

"Sor is this allj .eeit is a plan &8 universal in time, as it
is in the scope of its objeots, It does mot expect to be
realized in a lifetime, or even in many centuries to come.
He calls it »~?erstandingly, his grain of mustardeseed which,
honn:.s to grow, he declares, and overshadow the whole
earth,

3/ Bushnell, Horace, The Character of Jesus, pp. 35,36.




Such a divine Leader we have in Jesus Christ. And we believe
it certain that the day will come when it will be truly said, "The
kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lard and of his
Christ, and he shall reign for ewer and ever.” (Rev. 11:15 Revised
Standard Version)e

Such a Leader demands followers. That is our part,

"ﬂn!onofﬁo‘gmforﬂl t war . . »
Who follows in His Train?"

Allow me to close im words of another, who presents the
wondrous beauty and power of the Christ better than I could find

words to tell:

This one perfect character has come into our world,
and lived im it; filling all the molds of astion,
all the terms of duty and love, with his own divine
manners, works and charities, All the conditioms
of our life are raised thus, by the meaning he has
shown to be in them, and the grace he has put upon
them. The world itself is changed, and is no more
the same that it wasj it has never been the same
since Jesus left it, The air is charged with heavenly
odors, snd a kind of celestial consciousness, a sense

of other worlds, is wafted on us in its breath, Let

the dark ages come, let society roll baclward and
churches perish in whole regions of the earth, let
ififidelity deny, and, what is worse, let spurious pfety
dishomor the truthjy still there is & something here
that was not, and a something that has immortality in
it. Still our confidence remains unshaken, that Christ
and his alleguickening life are in the world, as fixed
elements, and will be to the end of times for Christianity
is not so much the advent of a better doctrine, as of a
perfect characteri and how can a perfect character, once
entered into life and history, be separated and finally
expelled? It were easier to untwist all the beams of
light in the sky, separating and expunging one of the
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