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Setn~r Paratu1 f:lf/'l.f 
'"he United States Coast ~~ -... 

bratea today its 159th birthday. It la a 
day not to be palled over in ailence. 
Too oft,a the services of the Coast Guard 
have been overlooked, though, to be sure, 
It came into ita &lorioua own durin& the . 
war. . . .. 

But the Coast Guard ia primarily a peace­
time service, attached to the Treasury De­
partment It waa Alexander Hamilton wbo 
gave it its start-as the "Revenue Marine" 
-back in 1790. Amona its duties, pleasant 
and unpleasant over the years, have been 
fighting pirates i.nd hostile Indians, pro­
tecting the Alaskan seal herds from exter· 
mination, and blockading Southern ports 

in the Civil War. 
Today it ia eharged with enforcement 

of United States laws on all the navigable 
waten of this eouatry aad, laiOfar as they 
are applieable, oa the hilb seaa. It con· 
ducts the magnificent aearch and rescue 
service that at a moment's notice m9bilizea 
ships. aircraft and radio communications to 
help victims of disaster at sea. It takes 
care of channel marken, lilhtbousea and 

; • lightships. eonducts safety inspections of 
· ships, and fulfllls a hoet of other duties. 

Of all these, the one that appeala moat to 
ua on this Auauat day il the iceberg patrol 
Ia North Atlantic waten. This duty, ex· 

.eept for perieda during both World Wan, 
tbt Coaat Guard baa aecompliahed alnee 
Jt13, a year after the Titmtic disaster. 
Aetually the Iceberg sea10n ia over now; it 
Mnnally lasta -from around March to June 
led thia year began in February and .ended 
• June 15. But euddliq up to an iceberg 
rllht now seems an ideal way to beat the 
._t, and we wish the Coast Guard could 
p out and haul one up the Potomac to 
eelebrate its birthday. It would be most 
.,propriate, we think, aince, like an iceberg, 
oaly about one tenth of the Coast Guard's 
aetivitiea appear above the aurface of our 
eftryday eonsciouaness. 
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