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Semper Paratus 7@{1{7

Fhe United States Coast / cele-
brates today its 159th birthdsy. It is a
day not to be passed over in silence.
Too often the services of the Coast Guard
have been overlooked, though, to be sure,
it came into its glorious own during the
war, : .

But the Coast Guard is primarily a peace-
time service, attached to the Treasury De-
partment. It was Alexander Hamilton who
gave it its start—as the “Revenue Marine”
—back in 1790. Among its duties, pleasant
and unpleasant over the years, have been
fighting pirates and hostile Indians, pro-
tecting the Alaskan seal herds from exter-
mination, and blockading Southern ports
in the Civil War,

Today it is charged with enforcement
of United States laws on all the navigable
waters of this couniry and, insofar as they
are applicable, on the high seas. It con-
ducts the magnificent search and rescue
service that at a moment’s notice mobilizes
ships, aircraft and radio communications to
help victims of disaster at sea. It takes
care of channel markers, lighthouses and
, ~ lightships, conducts safety inspections of
' ships, and fulfills a host of other duties.

Of all these, the one that appeals most to
us on this August day is the iceberg patrol
ia North Atlantic waters. This duty, ex-

' {eept for periods during both World Wars,
the Coast Guard has asccomplished since
1013, a year after the Titanic disaster.
Actually the iceberg season is over now; it
sormally lasts from around March to June
sed this year began in February and ended
oa June 15. But cuddling up to an iceberg
right now seems an ideal way to beat the
beat, and we wish the Coast Guard could
ge out and haul one up the Potomac to
eslebrate its birthday. It would be most
appropriate, we think, since, like an iceberg,
only about one tenth of the Coast Guard’s

activities appear above the surface of our
beryday consciousness.
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