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H.R. 9727 provides the controls necessary to prevent further degradation
of the oceans. Passage of the bill represents the culmination of a major aspect
of the President's campaign to save and enhance our surroundings.

To protect our oceans and ccastal waters for the use aud enjoyment of
future generatioms, the House Repubiican Policy Committee urges the prompt

consideration and passage of H.R. 9727.
















Recognizing that centralized administration and enforcement of local
noise limits would be unmanageable, local units of government retain the power
to determine and enforce noise abatement and control levels. Federal action
1s limited to identification of noise sources and promulgation of feasible poise
. standards for specific products.

H.R. 11021, the Noise Control Act o£;1972;.p:g¥;deé for that degree of
noise abatement and control which is appropriate and adequate at this time.

It represents a comprehensive and effective approach to the growing problem of
. noise. detrimental to the human environment. ' The House Republicam Policy

Committee urges its passage. LT T
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Principal provisions of the proposed legislation are:

(1) Not later than January 1, 1976, effluent limitations from point
sources, other than publicly owned treatment works, shall require the applica-
tion of the best practical control technology currently available, and publicly
-owned treatment works shall achieve effluent limitations based upon secondary
treatment not later than January 1, 1976, and provide for the best practical
waste treatment technolog& télbe eméloyed not iatet th;n januafy 1, 1981;

(2) Promulgation bylthe Environhentai'rrotection Agency of effluent
standards for toxic pollutants and pretreatment standards to be met prior to
the introduction of pollutants into publicly owned treatment works;

(3) For new sources of pollutiom, the Envirommental Protection
Ageuncy shall promulgate Federal standards to effect the greatest degree of
effluent reduction achievable by the best available demonstrated control
methods;

(4) Authorization of $18 billion in Federal assistance--distributed
upon the basis of need-for construction of publicly owned waste treatment works,
including sewage collection systems, for fiscal years 1973-1975, and authoriza-
tion of $2.75 billion to reimburse States and municipalities for the unpaid
Federal share of the cost of approved publicly owned treatment works
constructed after 1956;

(5) A $462 million authorization for research, development and
training; .

. (6) A seven-fold increase--to $135 million--in grants to expand and

improve State water pollution control programs.
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(7) A requirement of user charges to be paid to, and for the use of,
the operating agency (a) to assure that recipients of waste treatment services
pay their shares of the costs of operation, maintenance, and expansion of
waste treatment facilities, and (b) for payment by industrial users of that
portion of the Federal share of the cost of construction of publicly owned
treatment works which is allocable to the treatment of their waste;

(8) Programs totalling $550 million to assist area-wide waste
treatment management; and

(9) Measures to facilitate, strengthen and streamline enforcement
of control requirements, including a Federal-State permits system for
discharge.

H. R. 11896 represents a substantial commitment to the protection
and enhancement of our surroundings; its new and far-reaching programs will
make possible giant strides in the campaign to strengthen, expand and
accelerate the Nation's water pollution control efforts. The House Republican

Policy Committee urges its passage.






provides $345 million in Rural Development Act loan funds for water supply
systems in rural areas.

Rural development statutes currently authorize the Secretary of Agriculture
to make grants and loans for water and waste disposal systems and grants for
comprehensive area long-range water and sewer planning. Since its enactment
eight years ago, the program this bill proposes to mandate has been duplicated
by other Federal assistance efforts. Under the Clean Water Act, for example,
communities may obtain more advantageous grants for construction of waste
treatment plants. Also, water systems may be financed from shared federal
revenues appropriately distributed by state and local determination. In
addition, the Farmers Home Administration loan program is available to those
communities unable otherwise to obtain necessary financing for construction
or repair of water systems.‘

In the interests of maintaining a sane fiscal policy and a sound economy,
the House Republican Policy Committeé'supports President Nixon's veto of

H.R. 3293.









