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Congress has reconvened and I'm pleased to greet you with the first weekly
newsletter for 1966. May I reiterate what I said a year ago to every resident of
Kent and Ionia Counties: '"Any additional duties which I have acquired as Minority
Leader will in no way diminish my determination to provide you with all the service
which a Congressman can and should furnish. 1 trust that the thought, 'Oh, he is
too busy,' will never deter you from contacting me."” If it appears that I may be
able to help with a specific perscnal or family problem involving an agency of the
federal government, please let me know. I am always interested in your views on
federal legislation and on national and international issues.

THE STATE OF THE UNION: Most Americans, I am sure, were impressed with the
President's State of the Union address and found it hard to disagree with much of
what Mr. Johnson said. The speech was well written and well delivered but we must
look beneath the veneer to get at the crucial issues.

True, "the cup of peril is full in Vietnam." We must achieve there a prompt
and secure peace. This is our prime concern. The President's State of the Union
Message gave us nothing new in this regard and consequently was disappointing.
There had been indications from the Administration that some good news might be
released. Unfortunately there was none and the President could only reiterate, what
had been said many times before, that the U. S. would meet the challenge of
Communist aggression and live up to our commitments to our allies.

On the domestic front, I am afraid the President was being overly optimistic
when he predicted that the budget was about to be balanced. He wants to continue
all the old spending programs, establish new spending schemes at home and abroad,
fight the war in Vietnam - all within a $112.8 billion expenditure and $111 billion
revenue figure. Oh yes, he promised to ask for more taxes if putting the excise
taxes back on automobiles and telephone service doesn't bring in sufficient revenue.
We who have worked so long to get a reduction in the auto and telephone excise
taxes hope that the Committee on Ways and Means, in its consideration of this
problem, may come up with a better means of securing needed revenue. And the
President's proposal to increase the withholding tax will take more money out of our
pay checks but at the end of the year when the books are closed will not increase

the annual Treasury receipts.



The President neglected to point out how inflation has been nibbling away at
the resources of the poor, the aged, and all those who live on fixed incomes. From
figures released by his own officials we koow that under his Administration the cost
of living is going up and up. With prices for food, clothing, and shelter rising
and with higher taxes in the offing, we can well take another and deeper look at the
plcture painted by the President in his speech.

He wants to "overcome crime and lawlessness" by a "stepped-up program to help
modernize and strengthen local police forces." This will help and we are for it.
But the issue lies deeper. Greater emphasis must be placed on individual and family
responsibility. Privileges of American citizenship must be balanced with duties and
obligations.

Mr, Johnson complained about those who call for sacrifice and asked, ''whom
will they sacrifice...the children...the sick...the poor?" It is not the 'whom" but
the "what." Certainly no one asks that the children...the sick...the poor be
deprived of any help. But we can sacrifice the mismanagement, inefficiency, waste,
and political shenanigans which have marked scme government programs, especially the
so-called war on poverty.

The American people will want the Congress to examine very carefully Mr.
Johnson's recommendation for more U. S. trade with the Communist bloc of natioans.
They will want to have adequate assurance that this trade will be in our national
interest and that we will reap benefits at least equal to those gained by the
Communists.

As a people with idealism and a feeling for humanity, we applaud the
President's objection to "colonial rule" and his proposals to 'conduct a world-wide
attack on the problems of hunger, disease, and ignorance.' We have been doing this
for a long time. But Walter Lippman (certainly no rightist) in his syndicated
column on Thursday warned against "globalism'' or the attempt of the idealist to
enforce everywhere in the world his own views of what is right and what should be dece.

Just a personal word on Mr. Johnson's recommendation that the term of a
congressman should be extended from two to four years. This would be a convenience
to legislators. But I like the idea that every Representative must go back to his
people every two years for an accounting and an endorsement. I believe this is
conducive to responsible government.

OUR AMERICAN GOVERNMENT: We have a supply of the latest edition of the 44-
page booklet on "Our American Government' listing 175 questions and answers of
interest to every citizen. If you would like a copy, please let me know at: House
of Representatives, Washington, D. C.

MAILING LIST: If you know of anyone who would like to be added to our mailing

list for "Your Washington Review,”" we will be pleased to receive his name and address.
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No legislative business was scheduled by the House of Representatives last
week but this does not mean any lack‘éfycongressibnal activity. In addition to par-
ticipating in the’"Republican Appraisal of the State of the Union," I was the guest
on "Meet the Press" and "Youth Wants to Know' and took part in four other radio or
television programs. On Thursday and Friday I was in Grand Rapids for a series of
talks, discussions, and office appointments. I plan to be home again next Tuesday
for a meeting of the Kent County Council of Parent-Teacher Associations to be held at
the West Godwin School at 6:30 p.m,

WAR IN VIETNAM: 1In his portion of the Republican Appraisal, Senator Dirksen
outlined our Party's policy on the war in Vietnam. He emphasized that we support the
President's peace efforts as strongly as we do his military efforts. We will
support anything which Mr. Johnson does to obtain a prompt, just, and secure peace.
If this can be accomplished by immediate negotiations through diplomatic channels,
we favor such negéfiatidnéi'VIf*the“Ccﬁﬁénder-inGChief'finds that further military
action is necessary to achieve freedom and independence for the Vietnamese, we will
support such action. Knowing that there is no substitute for victory, we will back
the President in his every effort to achieve military or diplomatic success.

Our only objective is a just and secure peace. Our only aim is to promptly
bring home all American servicemen - alive and whole. Our only opposition is to
getting bogged down in an extended and massi&evland war in the jungles of Southeast
Asia, a war which could go on for many years and produce thousands of casualties.

WAR ON POVERTY: We were pleased to hear that the President has finally named
a full-time commander~in-chief in the war on poverty. Nearly two years ago on a TV
program, Sargent Shriver said, "I would say that if Congress gave us what we are
asking for and did not reduce it in future years, that we could look forward in the
foreseeable future -~ let's say ten years or so -- to the elimination of poverty in
the United States."” Two of the ten vears have passed; the war against poverty is in
general disarray. We read in the papers neérly“every day of the misuse of poverty
funds, and disastrous results from highly heralded programs. There are arguments
among the administrators, and resignations of top officials. We sincerely hope that
the selection of Mr. Shriver as full-time director will change the course of the war
and bring some sort of 6rder out of the present chaos.

Qur nation can afford to help all of our less fortunate citizens but it



cannot afford to squander any of the hard-earged dollars collected from you as tax-
payers. Tragically little of the $2.3 billion appropriated to date for the war on
poverty has actually been received by our nation's poor. But the army of officilals,
certainly those in the higher echelons, has béen well taken care of.

Republican members of the Committee on Education and Labor have recommended
and will push for a complete and 1ndependentaaudit of the use of these funds. They
have also suggested a survey of the Office of Economic Opportunity (which runs the
anti-poverty war) to find out the cause of the breakdown in management. Last Wednes-
day there was introduced in the House a resolution (H.Res. 670) calling for the estab-
lishment of a Select Committee of the House to conduct a thorough, bipartisan investi-
gation of the anti-poverty war. Because there has been bipartisan criticism of the
program, we hope this comstructive resolution will receive bipartisan support and be
adopted.

WAR AGAINST INFLATION: Any rise in the cost of living is felt first and most
seriously by the poor and the aged living on a fixed income. The cost of living is
two percent higher than just one year ago. This is the equivalent of a secret sales
tax of some $8 billion annually. Deficit financing and a $26 billion increase in
federal spending in two years by President Johnson is the primary cause of this infla-
tionary trend. We do need to mobilize a war against inflation. Republicans will do
their part by attempting to hold down non-essential, non-defense spending.

WAR AGAINST TAXES: The Committee on Ways .and Means opened hearings last week
on President Johnson's demand that the excise taxes on telephones and automobiles be
increased to last year's levels. We believe no new taxes are needed now -- but there
must be a prudent restraint on spending. Any war against greater taxation requires
first a victory over reckless spending.

WAR FOR ADVANCEMENT: Most social problems can be resolved in the area of
education and training. The poor, the unemployed, the handicapped, and all youth
need education, a skill, or training to meet job opportunities. Republicans have
introduced legislation to give an income tax credit for those who pay the education
bill in the form of tuition, books, taxes, or other expenses. We favor returning
some federal funde to the states for educational use without federal control. We
want to encourage local schools, already established, to meet the needs of drop-outs
and others who require further training.

Republicans are sponsoring a proposal to further encourage industry to train
more men and women on the job. The "Human Investment Act" with a tax credit provi-
sion will do this. The war to advance the position and skill of all our people is
another war we must win.

"REPUBLICAN APPRAISAL": Copies of complete text of the Republican appraisal

which Senator Dirksen and I presented are available upon request to my office.
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year a total of $145.5 billion, This is $26 billion more than last year and $17
billion more than for the current fiscal year. This includes trust fund receipts
(social security taxes, highway taxes, etc.) and an administrative budget intake of
$111 billionm.

A little over $60 billion will be spent on national defenmse including the
Vietnam War. The next largest single item in the administrative budget is the pay-
ment for interest charges which are growing steadily. Over $12.8 billion of our tax
money will go for interest payments next year compared with $9.2 billion in 1962.
This is an increase of $3.6 billion in five years. The budget does not includeone
cent for paying off the national debt which will exceed $321 billion at the end of
next year. When Mr. Eisenhower left office the debt stood at $289 billion; since
then it has been increased by $31 billionm.

Mr. Johnson is upping defense spending next year by $4 billion but he wants to
add $2.4 billion to the cost of non-defense activities. I find it hard to understand
how the President can ask business and labor to avoid price and wage increases which
are measured in terms of millions of dollars when he is increasing non-defense
spending by billions. But I'm certain that the House Committee on Appropriationms
which has opened hearings on the President's requests, will be able to cut expendi-
tures considerably. The Republican Task Force on the Budget is being reactivated to
suggest constructive recommendations for achieVing a degree of economy. Unless we
are successful, the American people can expect a greater increase in taxes than that
now being urged by Mr. Johnson or the serious alternative of runaway inflation.

FOUR-YEAR CONGRESSIONAL TERM: The President’'s recommendation that the term of
a member of the House be extended from two to four years seems to be achleving wide
support. Most of the arguments favoring this proposition stress the convenience it
will provide legislators and their families, the reduction it would bring about in
energy and money expended in campaigning, and the opportunity it will afford the
incambent to develop an expertise. But constitutional provisions should be based on
more solld considerations. I prefer the two~year term to keep the congressman close
to his constituents. This implies that he will not only reflect their views on -
major issues but will assume leadership in formulating these views. This means

.

"running errands for the home folks' by assisting those who have a legitimate reason ..

to expect his help in dealing with the federal bureaucracy. This means demonstrating



to his constituents that he is worthy of their confidence, that they can respect his
judgment. Every two years is not too often for the congressman to put his record on
the line and seek the endorsement of those who have elected him.

Mr. Johnson's suggestion that all congressmen be elected with the President
and serve during his four-year term is receiving less support. Many writers recognize
that the U.S, does not have a parliamentary form of government as in England where the
prime minister (the head. of government) is. the leader of the majority party in the
House of Commons. Our Constitution‘eeparateq the legislative and executive powers and
sets up a system of checks and balances. We want our Congress to exercise independent
judgment and protect us from one-party or one-man>rﬁle. If we are to have the four-
year term, at least one-half of the representatives should be elected each two years.

ELECTORAL CGLLEGE REFORM: The President doesn't go very far, in fact not far
enough, in his~cons;itutiqnal‘amendmenffha alter .the electoral system for selecting.
our president and vice-president. He would simply eliminate .electors as such in ordex
to prevent any elector f:qm-voting for someone other than the,;andidatefof his politi-
cal party. But each state would retain its electoral votes and the candidate who
received the most -popular votes would still get gll the electoral votes. This fact
should disturb those who are devoted to the 'one-man, one §ote" theory. But the.
President ignores it.

It is interesting to note that only six times in our history (1796, 1820, 1824,
1948, 1956, and 1960) did an elector exercise his independence and vote differently
than he wasﬂpiedged. Only eight electors out of over 14,500 acted.this way and, of
course, none éffected the outcome of the presidential election.

On the other hand, in 14 presidential elections since 1824 the winner received
less than 50 percent of the popular -votes. (included are -Mr.Truman and Mr. Kennedy) and
in three instances the victor obtained fewer votes than his leading opponent (1824,
1876, 1888)., 1If we are to amend the constitutional provision relative to the elec-
toral system, we ought to meet this more serious problem.

If Mr. Johmson is truly devoted to the principle of "one man, one vote," he
would advocate the election of the president by direct popular vote with a "run off"
if necessary to obtain majority rule. .

An alternative is proposed in S.J.Res. 7 which calls for proportional repre-
seﬁtation in the electoral college. If two candidates .receive 60 percent and 40 per-
cent of a state's popular vote, they would get 60 and 40 percent respectively of the
state's electoral vote. This is more. equitable than the present system of '"winner
take all" in each state. This plan~alsq preserves. the individuality of the states in
the election of the president and‘conti;ﬁes the slight advantage given to the less
populous states by the electoral system. I supported, this plan when I first came to

Congress and endorse it today.
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W/0f us will agree with President Johnson when he proposes in our Foreign Aid
program "to carry forward the best of what we are now doing in the less-developed
world, and to cut out the wofst." But the "cuts' must be genuine, effective, and deep.
Our mutual security program with some exceptions has served a useful purpose and 1
have supported 1ts basic principles. But we now have sufficient evidence to show that
substantial reductions in expenditures can be made without materially weakening any
good which may be accomplished. I'm sure that the President’'s request for $3.4
billion can and should be cut considerably by the Congress especially in view of our
war expenditures and Mr. Johnson's insistence on increasing non-defense spending.

We were also pleased to have the President stress in his message on Foreign
Aid that 'we must concentrate on countries not hostile to us that give solid evidence
that they are determined to help themselves." But we must be mighty hard-headed abbut
the "solid evidence.” The burden of proof on cooperation and constructive results
must rest with the recipient country.

Of course our aid must go only to those "countries not hostile to us.'" But the
President should have gone further to insist that our aid (tax dollars) go only to
those nations which are helpful to us in the Vietnamese War. Furthermore, I cannot
justify nor support any assistance to those nations which in any way help the North
Vietnamese éggressors.

MR. JOHNSON'S TAX INCREASE: The Committee on Ways and Means has concluded its
h;arings on the‘President's tax increase recommendations. Last Thursday it began to
consider the matter in executive sessioﬁ. Mr. Johnson wants the new tax bill on his
desk by March 1l5th.

It appears that the Committee will approve the President's demand that the
excise taxes on automobiles and telephone service be increased toAlast year's levels.
The manufacturers' excise tax on automobiles (passed on to the buyer) would go from
6 to 7 peréent. Prior to 1965 the rate was set at 10 percent. The tax on local and
long distance telephone service now at 3 percent will go back to 10 percent.

Restoration of the automobile tax will mean an additional $60 million in
revenue during the current fiscal year and $420 million more during 1967. The new
telephone tax will bring in no new taxes before July 1 but will provide an additional

$790 million for the next fiscal year.

The President also wants to change the withholding tax system so that the

>

total amount of income tax withheld from a person's pay check will come closer to
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actual amount of his annual tax, The present system witiiholds $36.5 billion from

63 million taxpayers. Twelve million of these taxpayers break even (within $10 one
way or the other) but 14 million or 23 percent do not have enough withheld to meet
this obligation. On the other hand, 37 milliion employees can expect refunds totaling
$6 billion because too much is withheld., The proposed change will raise the amount
withheld by $1.2 billion and increase the number of taxpayers who break even from

12 million to 29 million. Many taxpayers will not object to this proposal as it will
eliminate or reduce the problem of having to pay a large, and often unexpected, lump-
sum amount when they file their April 15 ipcome tax returns.

The tax bill contains other provisions relative to corporate taxes and social
security taxes for self-employed persons. Some of the proposals are good and some,
like the telephone and auto taxes, we regret. But like all tax bills, this one will
be considered in the House as recommended by the Committee with no amendments or
changes permitted. Generally we have to vote "yes'" or "no'" on the entire bill after
weighing the provisions we favor against those we oppose. There may be one oppor-
tunity to vote separately on one or two provisioné under the "motion to recommit"
procedure. I will explain the House vote after final action is taken,

VETERANS GI BENEFITS: President Johnson has long opposed providing educational
and other GI benefits to those veterans who served in the armed forces after January
31, 1855, the cut-off date for Korean veterans' benefits. Republicans have been
urging legisiation to establish a program of education and training for these veterans
and those now serving in the armed services. Mr., Johnson has finally been persuaded
not to oppose such legislation.

Last week the Committee on Veterans Affairs approved a bill (H.R. 12410)
authorizing a basic monthly allowance of $100 to provide one day of education for each
day of military service. Within the Committee the major arguments were over a $100 or
$110 basic monthly payment, whether there should be 1 day or 1% days of education for
each day of service, whether training should be confined to an educational institution
or include on-the~job and on-the-farm training, and whether this should be a permanent
program or one to terminate when the Selective Service System is eliminated.

H.R. 12410 also provides home loan guarantees, medical care for non-service connected
disabilities, and job preference in federal employment. The legislation is scheduled
for passage in the House this week. %&4g\ éy;;%§§ gﬁkﬁJ}u*'\ﬂ\iiA%,\“ngdv4kbv’ 4

COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES: The first yea—and-nay vote of this gj%£¢1;
sesslon came on a $450,000 authorization for the Committee on Un-American Activities
to carry on its investigations. It was approved by a vote of 299 to 24. Of the 24
opposed to continuing the work of the Committee, which is now centered on the Ku Klux

Klan, five were Democratic Congressmen from Michigan. Until a better method for
keeping subversive, anti-American elements under surveillance is developed by the

House, I will continue to support this official committee of the Congress.
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Mdent Johnson's tax increase propoaals.have cleared the Committee on Ways
and Means and probably will be considered by the House next week. The Committee
accepted Mr. Johnson's recommendations except for a few minor changes in the with-
holding tax schedule. Eventually each employee will fill out a new form relative to
his withholding tax which will be refigured so that the total amount deducted from
each pay check will more nearly approxiﬁate his éﬁhual tax. The bill as approved by
the Committee also increases the excise taxes on automobile and telephone service to
last year's levels.

MORE JUDGES: The only major legislative business scheduled for this week is a
bill authorizing additional federal judges for certain district and circuit courts.
None are specifically for Michigan but the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals which
includes Michigan will get two more judges to work with the six presently authorized
for the Court which sits in Cincinnati, The number of appeals presented to this
court has increased from 340 in 1961 to 558 in 1964. During the same period the
backlog has increased from 199 to 422 pending appeals.

The bill (5.1666) authorizes six more permanent and four temporary circuit
judges, and 30 additional permanent and 5 temporary district judges. While all U. S.
Judges are appointed for life, temporary judgeships may be createa in a given judicial
district or circuit., The new judge is appointed for life but Qhen the next vacancy
occurs it is not filled and the "temporary judgeship" disappears.

A VOTE ON ECONOMY: So often Qhen we say we want to reduce federal spending, we
are met with the question, "What will you cut?" This question was the clear and
simple issue in the roll call vote on February 3rd: Should we authorize the expendi-
ture of $9.5 million of our tax funds to help build an Inter-American Cultural and
Trade Center in Miami, Florida? This is a project of a select interest group to try
to promote more trade with Latin America. But it has been in the mill a long time and
is far from essential in wartime.

We must ask whether this is a juétifiable tax expenditure when defense and non-
defense needs of the federal government are at current levels. I thought not as did
140 members of the House including all Republicans from Michigan. But we lost when
201 of our colleagues voted for more spending. Eight Democratic Congressmen from

Michigan were in this group.
THE PUBLIC DEBT: According to the official report of the U.S. Treasury on

February 1 the national debt stood at $322 billion. One year ago the debt totaled



$318.3 billion. This is a $4.7 billion increase in twelve months and means an
additional annual interest charge of $156.5 million.

FREE WORLD SHIPPING TO NORTH VIETNAIl: At a time when the United States is
fighting to protect freedom and the free world, it is disconcerting to learn from our
friend, Rep. Charles Chamberlain, that "in 1965 there were more free world ships than
Communist ships engaged in carrying goods to and from North Vietnam." According to
unclassified information a total of 119 free world ships arrived in North Vietnam last
year. Sixty-seven of these were registered under the flag of England; 19 were Greek
and 18 Norwegian. It is true that the majority of these ships are hired or chartered
by Communist countries or are under lease to shipping concerns in Hong Kong, but this
does not ameliorate the situation. In fact, of the five free world ships which
reached North Vietnam ports in December, all were under charter to Communist governments,
but four of these ships loaded their cargoes in free world ports (Belgium, Hong Kong,
and Japan). Furthermore, as Rep. Chamberlain points out, the unclassified figures do
not present the complete picture and that "the true figure is more thar double what we
are being told."

This situation emphasizes at least two significant truths: (1) The American
people are not being given the facts about Vietnam to which they are entitled and
which would in no way give aid and comfort to the enemy; (2) The Johnson Administra-
tion is not using every proper and avallable means for applying economic pressure on
Hanoli. Last year the President objected strenuously to a provision which would have
prohibited our foreign aid from going to any country whose merchant ships trade with
North Vietnam. I supported this restriction and continue to urge the President to use
every means at his disposal to wage economic warfare against North Vietnam, including
cutting supply routes, be they on land or sea.

OUR BALANCE OF PAYMENTS: During 1965 the United States lost $1.7 billion in
gold, the largest amcunt in any one year since 1960. Our gold reserve is down to
$13.8 billion, almost $10 biliion less than was held in 1952. This has occurred
simply because our government and people are spending more abroad than foreign
nationals and governments spend here. This is a serlous matter and one which the
President recognizes.

On page 151 of his 1966 Economic Report, iHMr. Johnson says, "If a deficit
(balance of international payments) continues too long or becomes too large, the
strength of the country's currency can be impaired. There is, 1in fact, an absolute
limit to any country's ability to continue in deficit; eventually, it must run out of
reserves as well as borrowing capacity."

But having said this, the President acts as if there were no danger -- govern-
ment spending abroad is to go on as usual and no effective means is adopted or advo-

cated for reducing the deficit and halting the outward flow of gold.
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P week the House of Representatives will debate and undoubtedly pass the
"Tax Adjustment Act of 1966" (H.R. 12752), the bill embodying President Johnson's tax
increases on automobiles and telephone service. “The bill also provides for changes
in the withholding tax. So many employees will receive a shrunken pay-check after
April 30th as a result of these changes.

The bill establishing additional federal judgeships, scheduled for action last
week but not brought up, 18 on the agenda for this week. The House also is expected
to consider supplemental defense and foreign aid authorizations.

Because Tuesday is Washington's birthday, no legislative business is planned
but the traditional reading of our first President's Farewell Address will be observed
Rep. Patsy Mink, the Congresswoman from Hawaii will read the Agddress this year.

UNIFORM TIME LEGISLATION: The House Committee on Interstate and Foreign
Commerce 1s expected to report a bill establishing uniform dates for daylight saving
time. States and local communities will still be able to decide whether they want to
observe daylight saving time.,  But if they do, it must be between the last Sunday in
April and the last Sunday in October. Presently, there is a wide variance in the
date for change—over in those states which observe daylight saving time. 1In 19
states daylight saving time is not observed at all. -

. BANKRUPTICY IN THE GREAT SOCIETY: Individual and business bankruptcies have
increased 63 percent in the past five years. During fiscal year 1965 over 180,000
new bankruptcy cases were filed in federal courts compared with 110,000 in 1960. 1In
addition over 28,000 persons came into bankruptcy court under a provision of the law
{Chapter XIII) which allows them to seek assistance of the court in paying off their
obligations over a perlod of years.

In 1965 over 163,000 employees and non-businesses went into bankruptcy as did
17,000 businesses. In 1960 the comparable figures were 98,000 and 12,000. This
means a 68 percent raise in bankruptcies among individuals and non-businesses and a
42 percent increase during the last five years in:business bankruptcies. During that
same perlod the population growth was only 6 percent.

Legislation has been introduced in both the House and Senate which would require
any employee (wage earner) filing for bankruptcy to demonstrate that he should not be
required to follow the provisions of Chapter XIII. In other words, the burden wouldbe

placed on the bankrupt wage—earner to prove that he should not be required to pay his



debts over a period of time under supervision of the court. Presently, he has a chaice

of doing this or of taking advantage of the regular bankruptcy proceeding. Many au-

thorities, including the Judicial Conference of the United States, frown on this legis-
lation on the basis that it threatens to undermine the principle of rehabilitation

implicit in the bankruptcy system. However, the Senate Committee on Finance has just
taken favorable action on a similar proposal in connection with its consideration of
a House-approved bankruptcy bill. This matter was brought to my attention recently

by a Grand Rapids credit union which felt that some of its employed, wage-earning
borrowers who had gone into bankruptcy should be expected to pay off their debts.

MEDICARE DEADLINE: All those who may be eligible for "supplementary medical
insurance" under Social Security (Medicare) are reminded that the deadline for
signing up for this insurance is March 31. :Anyone who was 65 or older by January 1
must sign up by the end of March or wait until October 1967 to do so. Those who
became 65 after January 1, 1966 have until three months following the month of their
birthday to sign up.

This "supplemental medical insurance," costing $3 per month, will help pay
certain doctor and puggeon fees, home health visits, and other medical services not
covered under the hospitalization provisions of Medicare. The voluntary medical
insurance plan becomes effective July lst.’

Applications have been mailed to most folks over 65. But if you need an appli-
cation or have any questions about it, please contact our local Social Security Office
at 50 Ransom Street, N.W., Grand Rapids. The telephone number is 456-2241.

STUDENT AID: For the past few weeks our office has been enjoying "student aid
in reverse." Miss Miriam Farber and James R. Hooper, Michigan students at George
Washington and American Universities respectively, have been working in our Washington
office on a volunteer basis. We have made good use of their services and appreciate
their help on Friday afternoons and Saturday mornings when they can get away from
their classes and studies. Miriam, a graduate of East Grand Rapids High School, is
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Farber, 2930 Bonnell Street, S.E. Jim's
parents, now in Kalamazoo, formerly lived at 2226 Nelson,S.E. Jim graduated from
Ottawa Hills High School.

STUDENT SEMINARS: We had opportunity last week to meet some high school and
college students who were in Washington for special seminars in public affairs.

Calvin College was represented as was Huntington (Ind.) College whose delegation
included a student from Caledonia. On Thursday I spoke to over 70 western Michigan
Methodist young people in the House Chamber.

AGRICULTURAL YEARBOOKS: We find that we have on hand about 100 copies each of

the 1962 and 1963 Yearbooks of Agriculture. The 1962 edition is entitled, "After a

Hundred Years" while the 1963 book is called,"A Place to Live." A request for either

or both will be honored as long as our supply lasts.



Congressman

JERRY FORD

March 2, 1966

President Johnson's tax increase was approved by the House of Representatives
last Wednesday by a vote of 246 to 146. If the Senate goes along with this bill
(H.R. 12752), the excise tax on telephone service will go up from 3 percent to 10
percent on the first day of the month following a 15-day period after the President
signs the bill. The tax on automobiles goes up from 6 percent to 7 percent on the day
after the bill is signed. Approval of the bill will also mean shrunken pay-checks for
many employees after April 30th when the withholding tax will be readjusted.

An effort was made before final passage of the bill to eliminate the excise tax
increases but this motion was defeated 207 to 187. I voted against the increase in
the excise tax on automobiles and telephone service. We have been working for years
to reduce the excise tax on automobiles and had made some headway. Now the President
selects this item and telephone service, which certainly is no luxury, for a special
tax burden.

Furthermore, I have stated repeatedly that if the Johnson-Humphrey Administra-
tion would make a genuine effort to reduce non-essential, non-defense spending we
could carry on the Vietnam War at the current level without additional taxes. As the
Republican members of the Committee said in their report on the bill: "The Administra-
tion is asking the American taxpayers to tighten their belts to the extent of some $6
billion in increased taxes and accelerated tax payments. The Administration should
make a commensurate effort to tighten its belt. Non-essential expenditure should be
cut back and the initiation of new programs deferred until after the emergency. We
must be prepared also to win the war at home--the war on inflation.'

Because I agree with this statement, and because I object to an incrdase in the
tax on telephones and automobiles, I voted against the bill on final passage.

FOREIGN AID AUTHORIZATION: Republicans succeeded in attaching an amendment to
the $415 million supplemental foreign aid authorization bill prohibiting U. S. assist-
ance to any nation that permits its vessels or aircraft to transport any goods of any
kind to North Vietnam. However, the President can alter this rule if he determines
that it 1s working against our own national interest.

In fact, the amendment is largely symbolic since none of the nations for whom
aid 1s specifically provided by the bill carry on any trade with North Vietnam. The
amendment's significance lies in its expression of the intent of the Congress relative

to aid to those who help the enemy.




APPORTIONMENT OF STATE LEGISLATURES: The Senate is expected to take up this
month Senator Dirksen's proposed constitutional amendment relative to membership in
state legislatures. Under the ''one-man, one~vote' rule of the U. S. Supreme Court,

membership in both houses of all state legislatures must be apportioned solely on the
basis of population. This has upset the practice in most states, including Michigan,
Wherein one house was apportioned on the basis of population while membership in the

other body was determined on the basis of geography, political subdivisions, and popu-

lation. This decision of the Court also caused the present difficulty faced by our
own state Supreme Court in attempting to set up an acceptable apportionment plan for
Michigan.

Under Senator Dirksen's plan (S.J.Req. 103) the people of each state would vote
to determine how membership in their own legislature is to be apportioned. They would
vote on this issue every ten years followipg the U. S. census. Under the Dirksen plan,
one house of the legislature must be electeg from districts formed on a strict popula-
tion, one-man, one-vote basis. The othe; house could be apportioned in the same
manner, OR its members could be chosen by districts established on the basis of geo-
graphical area and political sub-divisions or on factors other than population. The
two plans would appear together on the ballot in a state-wide referendum and the voters
would make a specific choice. This is fully consistent with the "one-man, one-vote"
concept and with the basic principles of democrqtic rule.

I have endorsed Senator Dirksen's proposed constitutional amendment. I find it
difficult to understand the position of those who endorse the Supreme Court's rule but
object to letting all the people of a state decide how-their own law-making body is to
be elected. -

A HOME FOR THE VICE-PRESIDENT: Committee hearings were opened last week on a
bill (H.R. 12944) to provide a $750,000 home for the Vice President. According to its
sponsors the mansion will be "a three-story, brick and stone structure, three-car
garage, with grounds properly landscaped and fenced" on a site at the U. S. Naval
Observatory in northwest Washington.

A senior Republican member of the Committee on Armed Services raised this
question: ''Why should we at this time concern ourselves about furnishing an expensive
house for the Vice President, admittedly needgd, when the Secretary of Defense refuses
to use the funds we have already appropriated to furnish proper housing for our
fighting men?" He pointed out that some of our servicemen have been living in little
more than barms, even in tents, and that Secretary McNamara had shelved an appropria-
tion for necessary military housing on the basis of other budget demands and that it
would add to inflation. If this is true, why the rush for an expensive new home for
the Vice President? This is one expenditure that can wait. I hope the House

Committee on Public Works kills the bill.
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Thursday passed the bill forcing cotton farmers to pay $1 a bale to finance cotton
promotion and research. Opposed by both the Farm Bureau and the Farmers Union, the
bill will cost cotton farmers at least i}S,OOO,GOG a year and give the Secretary of
Agriculture control over sales promotion for cotton products, magazine and TV adver-
tising, and research. He will have a vé;o over a;l spending plans and projects. This
compulsory check-off system would be put into effect when approved in a referendum by
at least two-thirds of the cotton growers OR by votes cast by ;hqse who produce two-
thirds of the cotton. Ifythe latter method is used, the big producers will be in con-
trol. And the Secretary of Agriculture is to say how the votes will be counted. A
ﬁotion to apply the‘“one~man, one-vote" rule was defeated 191 to 185.

| fhe final vote was close, 189 to 183, with most Republicans opposed to the
élan. ‘But enough Democrats felt the heat and "rubber-stamped" the President's demand,
éotes were changed at the last minute to provide the margin of victory.

| VDEFENSE AUTHORIZATION BILL: The 392 to 4 vote in the House last Tuesday on the
55.8 billion supplemental military authorization bill was a vote in support of our
servicemen in Vietnam. It was a vote in support of our determination to resist
dommunistic aggression. It was not necessarily a vote of confidence in the manner in
which the Johnson-Humphrey Administration has been handling the war.

| The bill authorizes appropriations for additional aircraft, missiles, and
military comstruction during fiscal year 1966 which ends on June 30th. In a unanimous
feport, the Committee on Armed Forces expressed a “reservation' as to the necessity of
the legislation. It was concerned with the possibility that many items which would
have been purchased in 1967 were simply moved into the 1966 supplemental request ''with-
éut any real program for acceleration,"” and said that "obviously no military advantage
éuuld be gained by such a bookkeeping situation.'! In expressing this reservation the
Committee indicted the Pfesident and the Secretary of Defense but agreed to give them
a chance to prove their contention that these funds were needed now. The Committee
assured members that progress under the bill "will be closely followed."

Nearly $3.2 billion of funds provided will go for aircraft. Secretary McNamara

reported that in 1964 we lost 38 airplanes and 24 helicopters in hostile action. 1In
1965 we lost 275 airplanes and 76 helicopters. The Secretary predicted higher losses

for 1966. About $1.8 billion from this bill will go for replacement of aircraft losses.



CONGRESSIONAL RESOLUTION ON SOUTHEAST ASIA: President Johnson has cited the
resolution adopted by Congress in 1964 (Public Law 88-408) as a legal basis for the

war in Vietnam, This resolution noted that naval ships of Communist Vietnam had
attacked U.S. vessels in international waters (Gulf of Tonkin) and that these attacks
were a part of North Vietnam's campaign of aggression against its neighbors. The
resolution went on to say that "the United States is a<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>