This document scanned from Box D1 of the Gerald R. Ford Congressional Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.

Y Wik R

JERRY FORD

iy 7, 1955

On the floor of the House the legislative agenda was éxtremely heavy . We
approved the Military Construction and Mutual Security aﬁfhéfiéaﬂion bills which
together legalized about $5.5 billion in federal expenditﬁrés dmring the fiscal
yvear which started July 1lst. Your Congressman is a member of two appropriation
%ubcommittees which are considering the adviseability of'putting up the money
for both programs. It's more than a little hectic attending both subcommittee
hearings and at the same time keep abreast of legislative dévelopments in the
House chamber., From the testimony to date it looks as though both appropriation
resuests can be reduced without impairing our national security. Within‘the next
Aweek the subcammittees will make a final determiﬁétion as to amount of tax dollars
that will be available.

T;e Mutual‘Seéurity Program whiph is primarily military.aid and assistance
for our allies is an effective and economic weapon for world péace.v It is our
aim to help our allies expand their military strength. As.South'Korea, Japan,
Germany and the others enlarge their Armed Forées, the burden on our own forces

is reduced. The enormous investments Unéle Sam haé made in‘the‘past few‘years has
begun to show positive results in important foreign policy édvantages. I‘beliévé
Soviet Ryssia now realizes the United States and its alliesAére”determihéd to
prevent communist aggression.

The Congress has passed a bill to extend for another year the‘$6 biliion
temporary increase in the national debt over the permanent ceiling of $275 billiona

Last August Congress authorized a temporary increase to $281 hillion ex-
piring on June 30 designed to tide the Treasury over the year's low-collection
periods. Now that we haveextended this financial elasticity for an additional
yvear, the Treasury has been proveded with enough f%exibility to again handle
seasonal borrowing problems for the coming fiscal year while meeting the ngw ob-
ligations incur%ed by this_session of Congress. Secretary of the Treasury,

Georgq Humphrey, assured the Congress in committee testimony'that ﬁhe Treasury

can expect to wind up on June 30, 1956, after the insurge of taxes nexi April, with
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the national debt around $273 1/2 billion. At this writing the public debt stands
at $273,393,905,022.25.

Mr. Humphrey held out hope that this year will be the last time the
Treasury will need torequest a temporary increase of the debt limit. In fact, he
indicated the possibility of a $2 1/2 billion cut in next year's budget which
would go along way toward balancing the government's revenues and outlays. The
important thing to remember @bout this is that today Americans are enjoying new
peaks of prosperity while the public debt has béen held at approximately an
even level and Without édditional relianée on government spending.

Secretary Humphrey has informally submitted a unique plan to balance the
Budget each and every year regardless of war or peace. He suggests that Congress
hold all appropriations bills following the usual Congressional consideration
until near the beginning of the new fiscal year and until after the national
revenues for the next year can be most accurately estimated. Then, prior to
‘snding them to the White Héuse for final action, Congress could balance the
revenues and expenditures by -either reductions in appropriations or increages in
taxation. A special subcommiftee of the House Committee on Appropriations has
been appointed to study this approach. }

The' House Public Works Committee favorably‘reported a bill this week which
' authorizes the Sanitary District of Chicago to withdraw a total annual average
~of 2,500 cubic feet of water per second fram Lake Michigan for a 3-year period
during which the effects on the water level can be evaluated. This is apn increase
‘ of 1,000 cubic feet per second. It is alleged that this additional diversion
" will bé less than 1 inch on Lake Michigan and the effects won't be realized for
several years after the increased drain-off starts.

VISITORS: Mr. Donald W. Magoon, Miss Ba.rbaré, Dé.mstra, Miss Shirley Williams,
Miss Rosilyn Ghycels, Mr. and Mrs. Weldon Brumels, Mrf and Mrs. Edward Eyder,

Mr. and Mrs. John Wierenga, Mr. and Mrs. T. S. Vanderveen and family, Mr. and
Mes, Harris B.‘Timmer, Mr. and Mrs. Nick Mol and family? Miss Bertel Buston, Miss
Glbria McAdams, Miss Ruth Brinks, Miss Ruth Leonard, Mr. Ralph Kirch, Mr. and
Mrs., P. B. N;rthouse and fémily, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Vanderhoff and family, Miss

Adaline K. Garcia and Mrs. C. Vorenkamp all of Grand Rapids.
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The President has urgently recommended that Congress, before adjournment,
approve the following five bills whlch are a part of his overall legislative
program. .

ATCMICbPEACE SHIP: The’House may support the construction of an atomic
propelled cargo ship even though it was defeated by the Senate Democrats on a
straight party vote, 42 to 4l. vThere is some cloakroom talk that House Democrats
may abandon partisanship and sﬁpport Ike?s request,

MILITARY RESERVE PROGRAM: The House passed the President's reserve
program and if the grapevine stories are accurate thie legislation should have
smooth sailing in the Senate.

HOUSING LEGISLATION: The Senate has approved new housing legislation but
loaded it down with provisions contrary to the President!s suggestions. One
such provision authorized 135,000 seﬁsidized low rent housing units annually
at.a terrific annual cost for many years to the federal treasury. Ike recommended
35,000 such)units annually for legitimate slum clearance in larger eitiee like
Chicago, Detr01t and New York. I doubt if the House w111 approve subsidized
housing but w1ll approve the extension of F. He 4. and related programs as
proposed by the White House. - \ ‘

HIGHWAY LEGlSLATIdN: This has already passed the Senate but not inA
accord with the Clay Commission Report. The House Committee on Public Works
hasn*t“made up its mind‘whether to follow Ike?s plan for better highways or some
other version. Undoubtedly e cempremise will be worked out on this legislation
prior to adjournment. | .

FEDERAL AID TO SCHOOL‘CONSTRUCTION:’ This is currentlyrtied up in both
House and Senate cemmittees. FThis legislation appears to have the least chance
for favorable actlon this year, Tye Northern and Southern Democrate are fighting
over the issue of segregatlon and other szmllar problems. These intraparty fights
amoungthe Democrats may 1ndef1n1tely delay any legislation 1nvolv1ng federal funds

for school constructlon. ; ;
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DIXON - YATES: The Eisenhower philosophy of electric power development
won another round this week when the President ordered a review of the Dixon-Yates
contract in light of willingness by Memphis, Tennessee to build its own generating
plant. Should Memphis construct its own power facilities the need for the Dixon-
Yates contract will be eliminated as will the need‘for the Democrat proposed
federally financed steam plant at Fulton, Tennessee.
The President has won a victory for Michigan and U. S. taxpayers whether
a plant is built by Dixon-Yates or by the city of Memphis. All ;f us in Michigan
will be spared the cost of féé%ihgﬁthefpowe?“billﬁfor this,favored area. The
primary reéponsibility for péwéf'neédS‘shonld be-placed upon the area tq“ﬁe‘served
and I'm glad tc see Memphis finally assumes its rightful burden inste;d of seeking
unwarranted help from taxpayers thréughdift the U, Se . .
e R S P AT SR ETS
| WATER DIVERSION: '“THe ‘Housé Has passed a bill which authorized the Army
Corps of Engineers tc study the effectéidf;allowing the Sanitary District of
Chicago to withdraw 2;§ééi§ﬁbié feet 5f“%ater a second from Lake Michigan over the
next three years. |
I opposed this leglslatlon. As a result of my recommendation in 1952
the Corps of Englneers is riow copductlng a comprehensive Great Lakes. Basln water
level survey. “It is my hopé that when thisisurvey is’completed we‘will.have all o
the answers that competent englneers can ‘give-us- on this perplexing problem. .
| I feel thaf we should let the Corps of - Englneers finish their job before
any temporary or 1ll~adv1sed action is taken. The comprehensive suryey'by the )
Army Enginééfékshoﬁid be completed within 12 months. I doubt whether Chicago
would be williﬂg tbAéiVe up this two-thirds increase in diversion after becoming
accustomed to it for three years, even 1f the Engineers! report.is adverse to the
City. |

DL N AL N S0 e DE AN S0 N N
T A T R

| VISITORS IN WASHINGTON: SPRING LAKE - Jane Schroedef,er. and Mrs. ’
Ralph W. Cook. ZEELAND - Mr, and Mrs. Alto Snelliﬁ. BEIMONT - Robert F. Goldonngr;;
'HUDSO}VILLE - Rev, Jack Van Dyken, Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Pohler and family. WEST QLIVE -
Rev. G. B. Rozeboom. LOWELL ~ Thomas Moore., ALLENDALE - Howard Kraker, Rgth Kraker
Mrs. Harmvgraker; and Mrs. Johanna Kraker. GRAND HAVEN - Lynne Sims, J. B. Sims,
Kay pronson, Raymond Flsher and family. GRAND RAPIDS - Toby, Louise, Erna, and
Louls Welner, Mrs. Madelyn Schigul, Loretta Kersjer, Georgene.Thomas, T. J.
Hoffman, Mr. and Mrsc Robert. H‘offman, Alice and Hermine Diephuis,. Mr. and Mrs. Paul

Johnson and children, Robert and Susan, Mr. and Mrs. N. C. Neesley.,
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FOR RELEASE July 21, 1955

Although T am strongly in favor of President Eisenhower's Mutual Security
Program, I feel that Congress was Justified in reducing the President®s request
for $3.3 billion by about $649 million. As a member of the House Appropriations
Sub~committee on Foreign Operations I participated in debate during the week
to help justify this cut.

In the past, Congress has appropriated funds for specifically outlined
programs only to discover at a later date that by reprogramming the money was
to other uses. We have also found that those who administered the funds have
committed millions of dollars at the very close of the fiscal year inorder to
show a minimum of unobligated funds. The administrators on too many occasions
have had no firm policy forspending this money at the time the request for funds
were made. This isn®t good business or sound policy. There has been con-
siderable, in fact much improvement in the management of the foreign aid program
under Ike but that doesn®t justify Congress giving a "blank check" to any agency
for the spending of millions of dollars.

1£ is the duty of Congress and your Congressman to check upon those who
spend our tax dollars and to see thab there is no waste or unwise expenditure.
Whnen a close look at a program indicates that it can stand trimming, Congress

has an obligation to cut the burden on our taxpayers.

MEETING AT THE SUMMIT: A leading Republican member of the House Foreign

Affairs Committee, recently expressed one fear about the meeting at "™ he Summi¥
when he said, M"Russia will offer to give up policies which have been unsuccessful
in return for which the U. S. and our allies may give up policies.which have
been successful." President Eisenhower and Secretary D lles are acutely aware
of this fact and are prepared for every eventuality. I have full confidence
in both the President and his Secretary of State.

I havelearned from a high official in the Administration that the State
Department for months has been anticipating and exploring every concelvable move
the Soviets may make at this meeting in order to be prepared to meet any situation.

The disastrous results at Yalta to a considerable degree stemmed from the lack
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of preparation by our negotiators prior to the conference. This error is not
being duplicated in 1955. A member of the House in discussing Soviet Russial's
new attitude had this to day. "The Soviet wolf in sheepf®s clothig is no
different now than before except for a lately given shampooh
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LABOR IN 1955: On July 1 of this year, George Meany, President of the

AF of L, said that American workers have "never had it so good but we would like
to look forward to an even better day in the future." The facts bear out Mr,
Meany's statement. For instance, employment for June rose to arew high of
64 million, the greatest number -in our nationf's history. In Michigan, the
employuent increase of 81,000 achieved between January and May of 1955 was the
largest ever registered in the first five months of any year. By mid-May our
state’s wage and salaried employment had reached 2,334,000 or about 20,000 above
the April level and ébout 142,000 higher than the May 1954 figure. The Grand
Rapids area alone registered a gain in employment of 900 during the past month.
From all indications the Congress prior to adjournment will approve an
increase in the minimum wage from 75 cents to $1. I will approve this legislafion
if and when it comes to the floor of the House. Statements have been ﬁade that
minimum wage laws are unwise. This point of view is now academic, because the
Congress more than a decade ago approved the first Wage-Hour Act. 4 $1.00
minimum today will indirectly and perhaps directly benefit Michigan in that the
sub-standard wages of southern manufacturers will be raised thereby equalizing

to a degree the competitive position of our ngbthern workers and industry.

oo B T T ST TE

ADJOURNMENT ¢ T;e Democrat leaders in the House and Senate have agreed
Congress will adjourn July 30th. This adjournment date may be alright but the
Congress has an obligation to complete its job and do it well regardless of the
desire of any member or the leadership to adjourn at an early date. Let's be
" certain the House and Senate get all their legislative responsivilities done

before closing up shop.

VISITORS IN WASHINGTON: From Grand Rapids: Mr. and Mrs. Emil Schulz and

their two children, Lois and Dick, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Steketee, Mr. and Mrs.
- Harm Spaulding, Alice White Johnson. From Sparta: John, Elaine Karen, and Mike

Feichtenbiner. Fram West Olive: Mr., Richard Radikopf.
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FOR RELEASE July 28, 1955

By July 20 Congress had been in session just about 7 1/2 months. During
this period 125 roll call votes and quorum calls were taken in the House of
Representatives. Your Congressman's attendence record for these roll calls
stands at better than 98 per cent. While answering 123 I was required to miss
two. Those missed were the result of absences from the House floor when I was
leaving for Michigan to fulfilll engagements of long standing.

BACKING THE ADMINISTRATION: Cut ot these 23 issues, the "Congressional

Quarterly" selected 29 key measures in which they considered President Eisenhower's
legislative recommendations at stake., Then they figured out the pro-Eisenhower
voting record of each Member of Congress. According to the "Congressional
Quarterly™ my own record of 93 per cent places me in a three-way tie in the House
for the highest pro-administration batting average. Only on two issues did
my thinking differ from that of the President,

These ﬁwo pieces of legislation involved the Alaskan-Hawaii Statehood
©ill and the Customs Simplification proposal which, although rather technical,
would change the method of assessing imports for duty. In this latter legislation,
I did not feel that there was sufficient reason to alter the present system of
determining tariff duties. As for the statehood bill, the Pre;ident had
favored admission of Hawaii but not Alaska. T have consistently advocated the
admisdon of both territories as the 49th and SOth States of the Union and could
not see the justification for splitting the issue at this time.

PRI S M N M S S 3e Ae AL ML M SN S 52
B e ST Tt

WHY SUPPORT IKE? Against the background of my pro-Eisenhower voting

record; just this week I received a letter from a lady who asks, 'Why should
& prosperous industrialized state like Michigan send a man to Washington, to
make laws to please the President instead of the people of his state?

I support President Eisenhower because I am convinced his legislative
program is in the best interests of our Nation and State, In view of Ikefs
tremendous national and world-wide popularity, and because he is the represen-

tative of all the American people, including those in Michigan who gave him
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a handsome 320,000 vote majority in 1952, I feel that by supporting the President
I am serving the best interesis of the people of Michigan and the Fifth Con-
gressional District. Furthermore, President Eisénhower is not only the great
leader of our country but he is head of the Republican Party. I believe that
much more can be accamplished by a team effort. This doesn't mean members of
Congress should be M"rubber stamps® for the President, far fram it, but in the
long run more constructive results can be accomplished if everyone is headed in
the same general direction.-
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CONGRESS AND THE PRESIDENT: Thrqugh the end of June the President had
a .260 batting average on the proposals he submitted to Congress. Of 200 legis-
lative requests Ike has made to the Democrat 84th Congress only 52 have been
approved. Seventy-nine have met with partial progress and 59 have been tossed
aside with no action. . Five issues. have been set back and another five rejected
completely. In the 83rd Republican Congress during 1953 and i§5hylke héd‘a

.659 batting average.
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HOQVER COMMISSION PROGHESS "Gobbledegook! is samething we run up agahst
in the day-to-day business of government. It may refer to letters over-laden’
with words and clauses—-in fact it may be used to denote any governmental enter-
prise, however large or small, but done to excess or carried to extremes. Re-
cently an example of ""gobbledegook™ came into,mywoffice. It was a single-spaced
one and a half page letter from the Department of the Army to tell me they
would nét express an opinion on a certain matter because it was a responsibility
of the Veterans Administration. i&u

The final report of the Hoover Commission said that red tape is costing
the government and industry millions of dollars of unnecessary expense. The
Eisenhower Ajministration has taken more than 50 steps to carry out 145 recom-
mendations of the Commission and the Budget Bureau and Defense Department are
setting up units tc consider and promote others. As a result we can look forward

to great savings in taxpayer dollars.
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VISITORS in WASHINGTON Fram Grand Rapids ; Mr. and Mrs. Rescoe MINER and
daughter Lynn, Mr. Harold R. Van’t Hof, Mr. Richard D. Ver Veer, Miss Ruth Cole;
From Cedar Springs, Miss Charlene Rayce, Miss Barbara‘Price. Fran Belmont,

Miss Valerie Lasher.  From Zeeland, Miss,ﬂarjorie Hoeve. Fram Hudsonville, Miss

Eris Dalman.
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FOR REIEASE August 4, 1955

During the past week the House shattered all hope for passage of any
new highway legislation for this session of Congress. And in deing so it knocked
a big whole in President Eisenhower?'s list of "must legislation® for the 8ith
Congress.

Everybody agrees that a safe and efficient interstate highway network is
essential to our Nation's welfare. Bub as so often happens with projects re-
quiring iarge expenditures of money, the death knell is sﬂruck by those who may
honestly differ over the method of financing. This was the point in the road
construction bill.

The President?®s Highway Program, based on the Clay Heport, was beaten
down by a vote of 221 to 193, I favored the President?s plan which suffered
defeat almbst exclusively along partisan lines. The Republicans stood by Tke
and the Democrats rejected his solution for better highways at the earliest pos-
sibtle date. The Administration's proposal would havé set up a Federal Highway
Corporation as an independent agency of the government to issue bonds and administer
the highway program. The 30-year bonds wpuld be secured by the U. S. Government,
but it was estimated that they could be paid off with the anticipated increase
in revenue from the already established federal excise taxes on highway users.
President Eisenhower estimated that under his expanded highway cpnstruction program
traffic would double in 15 years. If that is‘so, existing federal taxes on
highway users would bring in twice as much revenue. Thisg “pay~as-y§u~go" policy
‘made sense to me.

The alternative to this program of bond financing was a bill sponsored by
Rep. Fallon, Democrat of Maryland, and was submitted to the House by a majority
of the Committee on Public Works. I voted against this bill which went down to
defeét 292 to 123.

Had the Fallon Bill passed, I feel a whole chain of new discriminatory and
inequitable taxes on consumers would have resulted. It called for $12,423 million
to be raised in 15 years on increased taxes from gasoline, tires, deisel fuel,

inner tubes, and more excise taxes on buses, trucks, and trailers. For instance
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Michigan has a 6¢ state gas tax as well as the existing 2¢ federal tax. This adds

up to an 8¢ tax presently paid by Michigan car owners on each gallon of gas purchased.
- The Fallon Bill sponsored by the Democrats as an alternative to Ikef¥s plan would

have increased this to 9¢ per gallon,

High Democratic leadership in the House has intimated that new road legis-
lation is killed for the next session of Congress, too. If true, this will be wn-
fortunate for our entire nation. A safe and efficient highway network is essential
to Americals military and civil defense, and to the fubure ecénomic‘prosperity of
our Nation. I hope the Democrat party leaders will accept Ike's suggestion that a
comproﬁise on:highway financigg.be worked out. It is too important to let parti-

séwship prevail.
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THE SUMMIT DNewspapers all over the world hailed ﬁhe success which met the
President at the PSummit.” LﬁndonQS Liberal New§ Chreonical had this to say about
the Geneva meeting. "iwice Eisenﬁqwer hoisted the meeting ﬁo the_true summit e th
a thousand speeches in Congress‘or the House of Commons, not a hundred inter--—
governmental notes, could have done what one man did who céuld be seen and heard
as he spoke.™

| Tt is especially significant to me that ?resident Eisenhower surrendered
. nothing: ﬁo territory, no established American_policies, and no moral or ethical
principles. Furthermoré, nothing was‘done in secret; all proposals and discussion
are known to the peoplastof the world. And genuine progreés ﬁoward peace has been
achieved, An atmosphere has been created in which we can work outvsoﬁe of the more

serious international disagreements. This is world stabtemanship at its best,
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TEEYS 2USY SCHEDULE On Triday morning July 29th Ike hé& breakfast with
Republican membérs of the Congress, his Cabinet and the White House staff, As he
spoke informally for 15 minutes I marveled at his ability to do what he has done
so ably in the past two weeks. Here is just a part of thatlschedule:‘ ike ne-
gotiated skillfully and successfully at the "Summit'" meeting in Geneva. On his
return he reported directly to the American people and in addition fully briefed
top Democrats and Republican leaders on wﬁat transpired in his éonferences with
the Soviet leaders and our allies. He kept abreast of legislative developments
on Capitol Hill. He earnestly urged Republican legislators abt the breakfast to work
. as a team'for an qffirmative and dynamic ﬁrogram in the Congress. Yet with all

these burdens and responsibilities, Tke looks wonderful and acts healthiker than ever.
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FOR RELEASE August 18, 1955

Congress breke through the usﬁal lesteminuee legislative leg Jam to adjourn
about mldnlght on Tuesday, August 2nd, and barring a special 56381on, will reconvene
on January 3, 1956 h '

In this session members of the Hoﬁse introduced‘7,869 bills,‘and Senators
2,759, Also sponsored were several hundred resolutions on various subjects. Pro-
bably the most ocutstanding result of this Congress hes been the conspicuous lack
of any big issues or really crucial legislation emerging frem these many bills,
Congressienal leadershie came up with 50 original or dramatic legislation of its
own in the session's seven-month 1life span,

We concluded on a note of disharmohyvthough, when the Democrat leadership,
unaele tb pass its own scheme to finance a national highway program through increased
gas and tire taxes, also defeated President Eisenhower's rdad—construction program.
Now while America's traffic problemsAgrow werse with crowding highways and increasing
accident tolls, the highway bill lies dead in the House. I hope this legislation
will be one of the very first matﬁers‘ﬁaken up in the next sessien of Congress.
Your Congressman would favor a special Congressional session to get action on the
badly needed hlghway 1eglslat10n which the country needs NOW.

Congress refused to act on much lmportant leglslatlon which President Eisen-
hower considered eesentlal to bur Nation's progress and welfaye, Among these

measures were the schoolhouss constfuction bill, the President's plan for an atomic

powered vessel, statehood for Hawail, the President's health reinsurance program.

ON THE ASSET SIDE ‘Althougp Congress didn't do as good a Jjob on legislation asethe
President hes done in the field of foreign relations, we can point to a number of
noteworthy and positive features of the recent session. Congress passed the $1
minimum wage whichvshould go far to raise the living standards of many workers\
throughout the country: The White House program for a modern, balanced military
force was accepted, the draft was extended for four years, and Ike's long-sought
Armed Forces reserve pian was approved Ixcept for the publlc housing feature and

several other questlonable provisions the housing blll was good legislation. R
IRV
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SPENDTHRIFT CONGRESS In the Republican 83rd Congress on the President's recommenda-

tions the House and Senate reduced federal ﬁaxes by over $7 billions annually.
This was the largest tax cut made by any Congress during the history of the‘United
States. The reduction was made possible only by the increased economy and efficiency
in the federal government under ITkd's leadership.

Through pursuing a policy of taking more federal responsibility in additional
areas of loéal responsibility, the current Democrat Congress @ay rightly be tabbed
a Y“spendthrift! Congres$.‘ A(careful'aﬁalysis of the appropriaticn bills approved
- by this Congress indicates that many of Tke's proposals for reductions in expendi-
tures have been ignored by the Democrat leadership in Congress. - Most .of the "claimed®
reductions in the Presidéﬁt*s budget were reallykonly bookkeeﬁing man@ipulations.
Furthermore phis.Congress has failed to take advantage of the Hoover Commission

recommendations which are aimed at making government more economical and efficient,

FOREIGN POLICY ACCCMPLISHMENTS In the field of foreign relations President Eisen-
hower has met with outstanding‘succeés with not‘only the Russian leaders but the
Democrat‘Congréssras well., He started out in January with an dverwhelming vote of
aéprqval on a resoiution to defend Formosa. This has been followed by a threé-
year extension 6f Reciprocal Trade;'ratification of the Paris Pact, Austrian FPeace

Treaty, South East Asia Treaty Organization and the Nationalist China Défense Pact.

IKE IN BXCELLENT HEALTH On Tuesday of this week, President Eisenhower held a
reception in the Rose Garden of the White House for the staff members of Republican
éongressmen. Frank Meyer, my administrative assistant from Grand Haven, Miss
Mildred Leonard, who lives in Washingto n =nd keeps this office open all the year
around, and Barry Brand from Grand Rapids, all members of my staff attended this
affair. Miss Irene Schroeder, my other secretary from Grand Rapids was on vacation
and therefore unable to attend. |

Althoﬁgh the temperature was in the high 90s and the humidity’extremely
typical of a moggy summer day in Washington, all three reported to me later that
Ike was in excellent health when he came out to greet all the Republican staff
members. He appeared robust, in fine spirits and rather sun-tanned. They all agreed
that the President must be in top physical condition which is rQSponsiBle in large
part for the cheerfulness and enthusiasm by which he tackles_his job in the White

House.
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FOR RELEASE August 26, 1955

A member of Congress after adjourmment and before the next session recon-
venes has two major government responsibilities, First, and this is un-
doubtedly foremost, a Congressman should spend as much time as possible among
his constituents to get thelr reactions in connection with executive policies,
the previous legislative session, and the session coming up.

I have a full 4-month schedule in Kent and Ottawa Counties starting
on September 6th during which time your Congressman looks forward to any
"grass-roots” observations, comments, and suggestions about the operation
of our federal govermment. My office in Grand Rapids will be open during
August, September, October, November, and December and in addition I plan
ﬁo visit all communities in the 5th District one or more times in this period.
Your vievs, recommendations, and problems are welcomed.

Second, a member of the House of Representatives or the Senate has
an obligation between Congressional sessions to see how goverrnment funds are
being spent and whether or not policigg® are being carried out by the execu~
tive branch of the government in conformity with legislative intent. This
function of the Congress can best be performed by first-hand investigation
and analysis. Reading reports in Washington, D. C. on what the Army, Navy,
and Air Force are doing in Germany or Korea is not nearly as effective as
seeing the operation in the field many miles from the Nation's Capital.

The Committee on Appropriations, and your Congressman has been a
member of the group for 5 yesars, is primarilly interested in how U. S, dollars
are being spent at home and abroad. My particular subcommittees are directly
connected with the Department of Defense and the foreign aid program. For

the preservation of world peace and the defense of America the U. 3. has

many military installations and personnel stationed in practically all Anti-
Communist countries. The total dollars spent each year by our government to

build up the "Free Nations" and maintain the "peace" are staggering but if

the basic policies are successful, the effort and burden is worthwhile. o
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Certainly another war would be far more €ostly in lives and dollars.

This all leads up to why your Congressman spent 10 days in France,
Germany, and the Netherlands between August 8th and 18th. It was a rugged
bug very worthwhile investigating trip on behalf of my committee. Upon my
return to Washington a full report of my findings will be filed with the
Chairman of the Committee., TFor the next several weeks my weekly newsletter
will contain my personal observations on the status of our Armed Forces in
Europe and my impressions of conditions b the countries visited,

The‘trip‘frdmAWéshingtog, D. C, to Paris via Militéry Alr Transport
Sérvice along with 45 other U. S. government employees and military personnel
Qas without incident, We left the Nation‘s Capital just a day or two before
Hurricane Connie drenched the eastern seaboard including I'm certain, Betty,
Mike, and Jack. 1'll hear more about that when I get home witﬁ the family.

The first leg of the flight, about 2400 miles from Washington tothe
Azores took 9 1/2 hours. After a two-hoﬁf layover for aircraft refueling
and breakfast fér the passengers the plane took off for the 1400 mile six-hour
flight to Paris. | |

The firsf order of business in Furope was a conference with General
Alfred Gruenther, the tob military man at the North Atlantic Trealy head-
quarters just outside of Paris. General Gruenther has been Commander of all
NATO forces since 1G53. VPresident Eisenhower, then General '"Ike," was the
first military head of the allied forces when the joinﬁ defense program was
initially erganized in 1951,

Ike's problem four years ago was to sell the Kuropean nations on the
ideé of a unified military ekfort for the common defense of the Free Vorld
against Communist aggression. Qeneral Gruenther's aim in the past several
years has been the implsmentation of plans from a paper organization to a
strong joint allied military force. OSubstantial progress has been made in
this anti-communist build up. NATO's military fibre today is impressive
especially to those dictators behind the Iron Curtain. This ever-growing
strength ig my opinion has ccrvinced the Russians in the Kremiin that a waf
with.the U. S. and its allies now or in the.future would likely result in
their defeat. The Soviet leaders appreciating the determination of NATO to
build up military defenses have~now launched their "peace offensive.” Our
problem today in the Free World, including th? U. S., Burope, and Asla,.is to
seek an enduring peace but to realize peace is attained not from weakness but

from strength,
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What actually happens when a member of Congress appears at NATO head-
quarters for a conference with General Gruenther and his allied nation staff?
After the half-hcur drive from Paris you arrive at the area in an American-
made car which gets through the well-guarded gate without difficulty. Flags
frem all the NATO nations are flown on the lawn in front of a functional-type
building. Witheout delay cor formality you are whisked directly to General
Gruenther's private c¢ffice which is about the size of a modest American-home
living room. Charts and maps of Europe from the Scandinavian ccuntries to
Turkey cover much cf the wall space.

General Gruenther himself is a friendly, informal person of medium but
trim build. He is most anxious to lay before you the full picture, not only the
progress which has been made in 4 years, the headaches which exist now, but alsc
the future good and bad. The General has appeared before my committee several
times in Washington plus the conference at NATO headquarters. On each occasion
I have been impressed with his vast knowledge of not only the military situation
but the interrelated econamic and political problems involving the U. 3. and
our Furopean allies. He is candid and factual to the highest degree.

Such a cenfreence lasts about an hour. He points with pride to the
progress NATO has made tc the defense ¢f the Free World. Among many he menticoned
one simple but dramatic case. Four years agc when NATO was in its infancy it
took General Gruenther 12 hours to get Oslo, Norway c¢n the telephcne from Paris
headquarters and part of the telephone lines went through the Soviet Zone of
Germany. You éan visualize how the Russians cculd easily tap the wires in those
hectic days. Tcday a phene call from NATO headquarters goes through tco Oslo in
three minutes with nc assistance cor rather interference from the Scviets.

In an easy but precise and knowledgeable manner General Gruenther points
out that several years ago NATO had 15 impoctent, combined Army divisions which
were c¢nly a token resistance to the mebilized strength cf the Scviet Army and

its satellites. This preponderance ¢f military power in the hands c¢f the Kremlin
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provided nc incentive to Bulganin or KhruscheV’to talk peace.

Referring to one ¢f the many charts in his cffice the General points
out that in 1952 NATO had less than 20 airfields adequate to handle jet aircraft.
In 1955 NATO has 160 jet airbases in the defense zone which starts in ncthern
Norway, covers western Europe and terminates in eastern Turkey. This pctent re-
taliatory airpcwer which the U. S. and its allies pcssess, in my cpinion, has
contributed significantly tec the peace overtures from the Reds.

After an hour of information-seeking questions and fully respensive answers,
the General suggested that perhaps IAmight Iike tc talk with General Norstad,
whc heads up all NATO air operations. This gave me an excellent oﬁpcrtunity te
prebe inte the aircraft and airfield details of the allied ferces.

Over the years from 1942 I have heard a great deal abcut this yeung and
highly‘ccmpetent combat strategist in cur U. S;‘Air Force. In many ways he
rominded me of the late General Vandenberg, former Chief of Staff cf the Aif
Force, whe had well-kncwn family roots in Western Michigan.

We discussed a particular program which General Norstad has spcnscred
ameong several NATO ccuntries whereby they weuld develép and ﬁfcduée new jet
military aircraft sc the burden wouid be less and iess ¢n the Us S. I asked
him specifically abeout the pctency cf the Scoviet Airferce. iHis reply was re-
assuring, emphasizing that the NATO air staff was nct "surprised™ by the allegec
Soviet aircraft developments cf the past 1R months. Unquestionably the Red Air-
force has impréved in recent months but there is ne deubt in the minds cf those
whe sheould knew that the U, S. Adr Force and its allies are far better eguipped
and trained than the Scviets and satellite air contingents.

These conferences with NATO ccmmanders didn't end my day. For four hours
I had several cenferences and briefings cn strictly U. S. Armed Ferces matters
in the EgrcpeameThéatero Perscnnel,’fiscal and acccunting prcblems réther/than
strategic military matters tcok up mest of my time in these meetings. MNeedless
to say the day, a full cne, was both interesting and prcductive.

¥

"
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In five days one can ha:dly see. and fully appraise today's West Germany but in
travelling to and from-Heidelberg, Stuttgart, Bayreuth,’Hof, and Berlin a vivid im-
pression remains‘with me that the recent resurgence of the Germans has made the Soviet
rulers greatly worried. My committee trip was primarily aimed at inspecting U. S.
Army pérsonnel and financial management but I also had the mission of analyzing
West Ggrman readiness to receive U, S. military equipment as a partner in the defense
of the anti-communist family of nations.

The West German economy today is bursting with production and prosperty.
Apparently the German people want to prove to the world that they can join the
U. S. and others as a democratic, free-enterprise nation. The disgrace of Hitler
and the Nazi they want the world to forget. Most informed sources with whom I
talked indicate Germans intend in the future to erect definite safeguards againsﬁ
Naziism and a resurgence of Prussian military rule.

Heidelberg, my first stop, was hardly touched by World War II. I had lunch
with General McAuliffe, who heads up U. S Army forces in Europe. He was the troop
comander in W. W. Ii who replied "utsY when the Germans demanded he surrender
his forces at Basﬁogneor A detailed briefing on overall Army policy in the area was
followed by a flight to Stuttgart for a conference with various field commanders.

Stuttgart was badly.bombed during the last war and much evidence of U. S.

Air Force attacks still exists, Nevertheless the rebuilding job has moved aheadAto‘
an amazing degree. Today as one stands in areas destroyed 10 years ago you are
inevitably impressed with the necessity of keeping America strong milj.tarily°

The next day I inspected the arrival of a new U. 5. Army unit at Bayreuth
and the departure of é similar group for the U, 8. It was a part of ocur Army¥s
program to rotate divisions intact with the one from the "States"Areplacing the
"old hands' right in the field. Under this persomnel rotation plan the new unit
takes o%er the equipment, the quarters, and the deployment assignment with a minimum
of effért and expense., To find out for myself I discussed the details of this
operation with privates, sargeants, and lower'- _ ranking officers in both ocutfits.

All were enthusiastic,
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Incidentally when I was in Bayreuth the annual Wagnerian Festival was in '
progress. We drove around the grounds and walked in the opera house which Wagner
designed himself. Unfortunately there wasn®t time to see and hear one of the
festival events but it was tremendously impressive to get Jjust a bit of the local
at omsphere. |

From Bayreuth I flew in a small Army plane to Hof, Ge:manf’which is Qithin
a few miles of the Iron Curtainvbetweén Czechoslavakia and free Germany. Here I
inspected an Army unit with aipafficularly important military mission. We were
still several miles fram the So&iet border so I flew in a helicopter, ug to but
not over thecIron Curtain. R " - ‘

From the air you look down to see how the Soviets have plowed about a 20-
yard strip all along their side<bf’the line, This-freshly plowed strip apparently
makes it easier for them to track down Austrian, German, Czech, and other sétellite
defectors who want freedom from the iron fist of communism.

The helicopter with the pilot and your CongresamanAlandea at one of the very
small U. S. Army outposts not many yards from the border. I talked with;the Geoles
who are manning 24-hours a day the very rim of our defenses. These American boys
in these vital posts have a serious responsibility as they watch the Soviet and
satellite forces across a few fields and the plowed strip. This small unit and others
like them are our'"éyes and ears™ in the front line of defense against any Soviet
aggressionei Their morale is high and they get the best the Army can provide under
these diffiéult conditions. Beliéve me, they éppreciate their responsibility and are
doink the job well.'

- Qﬁile at the bofder outpost and at Hof 1 interviewed,several’of the German
border patrol. These native German police units assist the NATO forces in their
Vhomelaﬁd.ih’thé detection and apprehension of Soviet agents who seek to slip behind
our lines. The German border pétrolmen with highly trained dogs and tommyguns make
it tough fdr S§viét‘and satellife spies.

| Again if was a loné day for we flew back from Hof, to Nuremberg and then to
Beriin. Next week's newslétter will include my.obsefvatiéns on Berlin which as you

all know i5 afree island in the center of the Soviet backyard.

I hopé to see as many of you as possible at the Republican Fifth Congressional
District family picnic on Sepgember 10th at Kollen Park, in Holland. The.picnic will

begin at 2:30. A pot luck supper arid prizes:will highlight the affair.
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Flying into Berlin over Russian occupied Germany gives one a very strange
feeling. During the flight.up the 20-mile wide air corridor from Western Germany
to Berlin I chatted with the plane crew and as we flew the pilot pointed out
several Red airfields lined with jet fighters, and a couple of Soviet Army bases
with well-used infantry and tank training areas. Paradoxically, just that day
the Kremlin had announced the‘Soviet Armed Forces would be slashed 640,000 by
December 1955. Do they mean it? What is the overall significance?

First and foremost the peoples of the world shoﬁld emphatically understand
that in the past two years the United States has reduced its Armed Forces by
450,000 and cut the annuél military exéenditures by $7 to $10 billion. In
the same period the Soviets have openly admitted increased military budgets and .
greater numbers in the Red Army, Navy, and Air Force. In other words,the
Kremlin in 1955 is only doing (if they actually do it) what the U, S. has done
in the previous 2 years.

Tﬁe Berlin airport is Templehof, Hitlerfs fabulous air terminal in the
center of the city with a population of 3 million., Despite the tremendous U. S.
Air Force bombings of Berlin itself, Templehof was not too badly damaged.

For the next two and arhdlf days I inspected the U. 5. Troops, their
barracks and their mission in this city with 4 separate geographical sectors under
the domination of the British, French, Russians, and the U. S. This lack of a
really unified municipal government is an undesirable situation in many ways, but -
the U, S, with substantial German cooperation has been able "in its sector to
expedite economic recovery and war damage reconstruction. This is in vivid
contrast with the lack of similar progress in the Russian zone. One can hardly
visualize without seeing it first hand thé untouched rubble and half destroyed
walls that still haunt the Russian-dominated portion of Berlin.

It is most difficult to comprehend why the Reds have made only a minimum

effort to rebuild their Berlin zone. It is contended by Berliners that Russia
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leaves the many blocks of war ruin as a bitter reminder to the Germans of their
folly in invading Hussia in 1941. This attitude to say the least is sadistic.
It is in direct contrast to Americats policy which is aimed at political and
economic reconstpruction. No Naziism or Prussianism in the political-military
field but at the same time a strong, free enterprise, democratically controlled
nation with sufficient military sbrength tied in with the anti-communist world.

In Berlin I met several G, I.s from Western Michigan, saw their quarters,
ate lunch in their unit mess and talked with their officers. The U. S. military
forces in Berlin are excellent American emissaries from top to bottom and are
making a substantial contribution to favorable German-American post-war relations.

One evening an official in the U. S. Department of State stationed in
Berlin had a small dinner party with a prominent German elected official as a
guest. It was interesting and enlightening to discuss with him local German,
¥uropean, and world politics. He was well informed on the U. 8., having spent
some time in America after the war. Furthermore he expressed the firm conviction
that Germany, whatever her international and internal problems might be, was
adamantly opposed to the Communist philosophy and deeply appreciative of and
attached to the United States.

Before leaving Berlin I spent a few hours driving around the Russian Zone
of Berlin. The people who unfortunately must live in that area look grim and
discouraged when you see them on the streets. The shop windows are not filled
with usable goods for the civilian population‘and I'm told the quality of the
merchandise is vastly inferior to that produced in Western Germany.

I asked the German driver of the car what he thought about the difference
between the Russian and American Zones of Beriin and our econcamic philosophies.
His practical, down-to-earth reply made sense and 1s worth remembering. According
to Eim a Russian Zone German must work 4 times as long as the German in the
Allied or free sector of Berlin to sarn sufficient money to buy a pair of shoes
unequal 'in quality. This was his simple but effective way of saying he and
practically all Germans want no part of Communism with its failing economic
and political philosophy.

Vext week, my comments on a three-day visit to the Netherlands.
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Tye last leg of the European Committee trip from Berlin to Amsterdam was
mostly in soupy flying weather, but as we approached the City of Amsterdam the
skies cleared and for the next three days we had ideal climate. The Dutch
themselves camplained it was much too hot (80 degrees) but compared to August
in Washington or Michigan it was delightful.

Amsterdam from the air or on the ground makes several distinct iﬁpressions,
order and cleanliness. The more one travels about in Holland other characteristics
" appear. They are businesslike but friendly and mighty proud of the terrific
economic recovery made in Holland since the end of World War II. Today in the
Netherlands there is virtually no unemployment. For the past several years the
Dutch government has beén extremely farsighted in seeking new industries sponsored
by foreign capital including the U. S.

The first day I spent talking with the U. S. Army, Air Force, and Navy
attaches who are on the sﬁaff of the American Ambassador at the Hague, Over the
years there has been considerable criticism of the military attache system. The
main contention has been that too many military people have been tied up in this
non-combatant field. In addition many have argued that instead of each service,
(Army, Navy, and Air) having a separate attache staff there should be just one
under a single officer.

| T went into this specific problem in some detail in our Embassy in the
Netherlands. Analysis indicated no overstaffing in this post. There is logic to
the policy of an officer from each'branch of the service being assigned to a
country. The military attaches have the exclusive mission to collect Army, Navy
and Air Force intelligence in the country where assigned. An Air Force officer
wouldn¥t be too well equipped to collect military intelligence on Dutch naval
ships and policies or vice versa.

Also talked at length with our U. S. military advisory officials who are
working with the Dutch Army. Over the years the Netherlands has had an exception-

ally fine Navy but the Air Force is new and the Army has traditionally played



YQUR WASHINGTQN REVIEW - page 2

"second fiddle." Now under her NATO commitments the Dutch are expanding and
improving the Army and Air Force. The U. S. is helping by making equipment

and training officers available., Progress is probably slower than most authori-
ties would like but the Dutch are part of NATO's backbone and will unquestionably
increase their potency in the contest to prevent Soviet encroachments on the

Free World. Incidentally, the Dutch are rightfully proud of tﬁeir contribution
of an Army battalion to thglﬁa H. Forces in the quean‘War° - R

In driving around the Dutcﬁ countryside while travelling from Amsperdan,
to Rbtterdam, totie Hague and to‘other areas where conferencés were held T
learned to admire the fine highway netwqu that covers all of Holland. They
not only build excellent roads but in conjunétion construct paralleling and
comparable bicycle paths. It is almost unbelievable the number of Dutch of
A ali ages who use the bike as the main source of transportation.

One of the highlights of my entire committee trip was an hour?s visit with
Prince Bernhard‘at the Royal Palace at Soestdijk. I had met him in 1?52'wheh
the Queen and the Prince visited America and spe&ifically Western Michigan.
Frotocol probably precludss me from repeating our conversation but I can
certaiﬁly indicate my tremendous admiration for his intense and cogstructive
interest in world-wide problems affecting not only his own @eople but all
nations.

Prince Eernhard récalled the warm receptiéﬁ given the Royal Family in
Grand Rapids, along the highway and in the City of Holland. His memory of
incidents and local people was astounding. |

From Scestdijk to Amsterdém, to the airport and then the long flighi baékf
Aside from mechanical trouble in one engine, it conked out bétween Newfoundland
and New York, the return %o Washington was uneventful. |

A_lot of territory was covered in 10 dgys and in my opinion with worth-
while result§, A comprehensive report wiil be fileq with my Committee Chairman
~and in the next session of the Congress, Which starts January 3, 1956, your

Congressman will be better prepared to do his committee job.
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Now after two weeks of visiting the smaller communities in Ottawa County
in my "mobile office™ I feel a growing understanding of local attitudes and
feeling toward many matters of public concern, On Monday, October 3, when I
go to Marne from 2:30 until 8:00 p.m. I will have visited 10 communities in
Ottawa County. Then on Tuesday, October 4, I will move into Kent County starting
at Cedar Springs follwed by Kent City, Wednesday, Sana Lake, Thursday, and Sparta
on Monday, October 10.

I am finding a great deal of pleasure and satisfaction in meeting local
residents in this informal manner. I want to emphasize that you and your neighbors
are most welcome to drop by either to exchange greetings or discuss‘any personal
or national problem which may be troubling you. Or if you wish to question me
about my voting record, which is available in the trailer, I will be happy to
discuss it with you.

So far the two main problems brought to my attention concern social security
and the farm situation. Many elderly persons have asked me questions about their
eligibility to receive benefits under the social securit& law. Also, a great
deal of interest is shown toward future legislation in this important field.

Farmers of the Fifth District are concerned about present conditions in our
agricultural economy. However, most agree there is improvement this year campared
to 1954, I am sounding out as many farmers as possible to help discover specifi-
cally their problems and their recommendations for‘programs to improve our agri-
cultural economy., Also, I am explaining positive plans being worked out by the
Republican Administration to help the farmer. Distinct progress has been made
and more can be ekpected.

The third subject most generally brought to my attention was the military.
Young men soon to face military service questioned me as to the best time and way
to fulfill this obligation. A large number of veterans have asked me to find
answers to specifiec:muéstions about their individual status with regard to the
reserve or veteran benefits. But interest in the military goes beyond those who

will or have participated actively in our national defense. Qur citizens appear
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to support President Eisenhowerts military policies aﬁd question the experience
and Jjudgment of his critics.

My "mobile officeY is a 31-foot house trailer with two rooms. One of these
is a reception room and the other an office for private and individual discussions.
I have placed in the reception room a number of government publications which are
of 1nterest to many people. One of these, entitled "Family Fare," is a cookbook
publlshed by the Department of Agrlculture whlch has a‘tracted the most interest.
Some of the other publications é&aileble include "Infant Care," my veting record,
social securlty 1nformat10n, mllltary academy catalogues, and budget information.

I w1ll conclude my Wﬂoblle of fice! tour on November 2nd at Standale. By
this time I hone to have detalled and constructive impressions about the attitudes
and opinions of the citizens in Xent and Ottawa counties.

The fine work being done by £he 850’residents of Kent and (ttawa Counties
ano comprise the Ground COoserver Corps has‘beceme more and more obvious to me
since my return home from Washington. These people are enselfishly devoting time

=nd effort to f11¢1ng the gaps left by radar in our air defense system.

Vclunteers serve two-hour perlods with one other person perched in elevated
cveservation posts ab eight—mile intervals throughout the countryside. Naturally
this Yiirst line of civiiianﬁdefenee" is national in scope. However, broken down
to our own Flf b Dlstr*ct 1t adds up to 23 required observation posts. Of these,
15 are in Kent County and elght are in Ottawa County. |

The importance ef the work done by'the Gfound (Observer Cefps cannot be
over-emphasized. Yet an adequate Job is ﬁet being dene in Keﬁt and Cttawa Counties
bacause of too few volunteers; Onlv two posts are manned 2A~hours a c'le;Ly.= This
Leans 168 persons have JOLunteered to keep each of these on a full-time alert. Cut
of the 15 posts 1? Ken uouney six are 1nective as are three posts in Ottawa County.
Those remaining posts onbpart—tlme’duty are averaging 16 operational hours per day.

I hope you can see £hé ecuﬁeAﬁeed fof additional Voluhﬁeers‘to complete
the splendld work already belng done in the Ground Observer Corpso"This work

contributes greatly to our natlonal safetyo

B
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PRESTIDENT EISENHOWER'S ILLNESS

At the time of this writing it is still a little premature to draw any
definite conclusions with regard to President Eisenhowerts illness and his future
in public life. Of one thing we can be sure however, that is, Mr. Eisenhower
always has been a team player in running our national and international affairs.
Therefore, under his Administration we can be sure his policies and our affairs of
state will continue to function smoothly and efficiently during the President's
convaléscence with the team organization he has set up.

In the meantime let us all pray for his full and speedy recovery to a
complete and useful life.

| HHHHBEEHEEERRHEEHERERES

The greatest advantage for me in taking my "Mmobile office! into the 27
smaller communities of Kent and Ottawa Couhties'is the opportunity to discover
Just what the people I represent in Washington are thinkihg about. It gives to
the people I am meeting a chance to also meet at first hand their Congressman
who represents them in the Nation's Capital.

The reasons which are bringing people to my 'mobile office™ vary a great
deal. But in all I am greatly impressed by how well informed the people of the
Fifth District;l have met are on many matters of national importance. I am
learning much from talking with them.

MILITARY RESERVE TRAINING

It is apparent that the Reserve Forces Act of 1955; signed into law by the
President on August 9th, is becoming a more real force in the maintenance of our
national security. Tpe primary purpose of this act is to provide’the trained
manpower regquired by the reserve forces should the need for mobilization ever arise.

This Reserve Act creates three categories of possible reservist training.

One plan is designed for young men under 18 1/2 years of age who wish to perform
six monthé of active duty training at $50 a month in the grade of private. This

is followed by participation in reserve unit training for the remainder of eight .
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vears. Another way tc perform a reserve obligation would be to serve two years!?
active duty followed by service as a member of the ready reserve for a period
which, when added tc active-duty time, totals five years.

The third category applies tc¢ persons who were serving on active duty when
the act became law and are released from active duty prior to July 1, 1957. These
persons may Jjoin a reserve unit and participate for 1 year which fulfilis their
Ready Reserve obligation. Tpe remainder of the eight\yéarstay'beyspeﬁt~iﬁ the

Standby Reserve.

POST QFFICE ECONOMY

With its 40,000 outlets and one-half million employees our Post Office é
Depaftmeﬁﬁ is agtuélly the world's largest business., It handles on an average
175 million pieces of mail each day and as a side line it operates the world's
largest savingé bank; rIn past years the Post 0Office Department has shown annual
deficits of about $500 millién. This deficit has had to be made up out of the
generalltax receipts. |

This year the situation is encouragingly different. Policies adopted by
Postmaster General %rthur Summerfidd and put into operation this year will reduce
this usual deficit to $360 million, saving the American taxpayer $140 million.
And accof&ing to Swmmerfield new methods and policies are being worked out which

will bring additional savings in the future with promises of impfoving service.

DEFENSE AND SMALL BUSINESS

During thé first six msnﬁhé of this year defense contract awards to
small businesses totalled 23 per cent of ali those made by the Department of
Deferise. This compares most favorably with an avefage’of 18.8 per cent for the
preceding four and one-half years. It is gratifying to see small firms getting
a larger share of defense procurement. In June alone these'sméii buéiness concerns

received $632,000,000 in net defense contract awards.
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Much is being said about agriculture, present farm prosperity,and its
possible impact at election time. Before we make up our minds about the farm question,
first we should attempt to pinpoint the problem in realistic terms, and then find
the causes so as to eliminate them.

Is farm income declining and are we in a so-called Magriculture depression?®
Per capita net income of farm people was $930 in 1952, $304 in 1953, and $907 in
1954. Farm real estate valuations jumped by two per cent from 1954 to 1955. Farm
debts are only 11 per cent of farm assets, as compared with 19 per cent in 1940
and 21 per cent in 1930.

On the other hand, the parity ratio, which describes prices received by
farmers against those paid for goods and services, dropped from 113 in February, 1951
to 94 in January 1953. Now it stands at 8L. So almost two-thirds of the drop in
farm prices took place between 1951 and January 1953, and this was under a Democrat
Administraticn. One-third of the drop in farm prices has taken place under Ike's

Administration.

A REAL SQLUTICN

¢

During World War II the United States placed agriculture on an emergendcy
war-time footing zeared to increase food production. This war footing was baéed
on rigid price supports for corn, cotton, wheat, tobacco, rice, and peanuts and the
program was in effect until the 1955 harvest. The Republican 83rd Congress enacted
a flexible price support plan to apply for the first time to this fall's crops.
Under the Democrat rigid price support po}icy farm prices not only started to decline
but some $7.5 billion worth of surpluses were accumulated and it does cost the
federal treasury a million dollars per day for storage fees on these surpluses.
This year total agriculture production may break all records.

Now Secretary of Agriculture Ezra Taft Bensonts efforts to shrink the govern-

ment~held surpluses and to modify the role of government in "managed Agriculture"
are piling up illogical, inaccurate and distorted political charges against him.
Yet it seems that in order to place our agricultural economy on a permanent and soliépg

footing, we need (1) to reduce our surpluses and (2), equate production with markets. ot



The Hepubliéan farm policies are working toward these goals. The flexible
support program was legislated with this goal. Secretary Benson is making vigorous
and imaginative efforts to discover new outlets at home and abroad for our farm
preduce. Agriculture exports were increased in the past 12 months by almost 10
per cent. Research is being conducted with many types cf products to find new and
expanded uses for them. Likewise, in the field of marketing research much effort is
being directed to holdihg down cests and improving marketing efficiency.

I don't want to oversimplify or explain away the plight of our farmers. A4s
I am talking to farmers ofthe Fifth District in my "mcbile office™ I learn of their
attitudes and problems. At the conclusion of my comprehensive tour of Kent and
Ottawa Counties I will undoubtedly know the general point of view of our Fifth

District farmers. At that time I will give a full report.

STRENGTHENING FEEE ENTERPRISE

American businessmen,encouraged by the prosperous economic outlock, plan to
spend about four per cent more for new buildings and cquipment this year than they
spent last year. The Office of Business Econamics says business will spend about
$27.8 billion for expansion in 1955 compared to $24.8 billion last year.

And while prosperity continues the Republican Administration has been trimming
many government costs and cutting unnecessary personnel off the payrolls; When
President Eisenhower toock office there were 2,365,862 persons on the federal civilian
payrolls. The latest cém?arable figure, for July 31, 1955, places the total at

_%,187,0215~-— 178,841 less than when President Eisenhower took office,
~This means an annuai saving of $743,263,196 in salaries. It alsoc means less:
bureaucratic red tape and less federal tampering with local and individual areas

of initiative,

FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

The armed forces increased their consumption'of milk by nearly 100 million
pints from November 1954 through June 1955 under a special program to stimulate
expanded use of milk for troop feeding and hospital messes. And the Department of
Defense is practicallyvfinished in writing a new joint-services supply catalog.
Already over 100,000 duplicated supply items have been pruned with a $7 1/2 million

saving to the taxpayers.
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FOR RELEASE October 20, 1955

Often considered the most outstanding printing job done anywhere, when
Congress is in session the "Congressional Record" prints daily the proceedings
of the Senate and House of Representatives.

The debate and discussion entered in the M"Congressional Record" provides
valuable day-to~day information on crucial issues before the Congress. And as its
name indicates, the pages from the "Congressional Record" offer a lasting record
of what Congress has done and considered. Experts in shorthand take down every
word uttered in éach Chamber which at the close of the day are consolidated, indexed,
printed, and distributed by early the following morning.

Approximately 38,000 copies are printed for each day's session at a cost of
$1,206,107 in 1954. These are mailed to libraries, newspapers, schools, and key
individﬁals throughout the nation. Also, each Congressional Office receivee two
copies of the preceding day'sM"Record" every morning for its own use and 4,000
copies are distributed among government agencies in Washington.

If you would like to have a copy of the "Congressional Record" from the last
session to see what is it like, drop me a line and I will be happy to see that one
is sent to you.

SHRHMEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEREE

FEDERAL FLAG PURCHASING

The Federal Government is a big flag purchaser, and until recently even
manufactured some. In 1952 the Navy, for instance, mad@ 5,300 and bought 6,000
flags° In 1953, however, the Navyvbought all of its ensigns, 22,100, for $145,000.
This year the Navy is purchasingvevsn more flag;.

Fiags that fly over Government buildings are bought and distributed by
the General Services Admiqistrationo »It‘orders 8,000 a year, apd supplies them

to buildings other than the Post Office and Defense Departments.




CIVIL RIGHTS AND CONGRESS

In the last session of Congress, 111 bills and resolutions affecting civil
rights were Introduced. But civil rights legislation made virtually no progress
whatsoever under the Democrat majority in the Congress.

Only one measure, a non-controversial bill to permit federal employment of

Mongolians, was passed by the House; the Senate acted on no civil rights legislation.
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SPEAKING ACTIVITY . -

My schedule has been a full.one since i‘retgrned‘td Miohigén from Washington
early in September. Presently a typical day for your Congreésman may inélude‘twéA
or three morning hours-in the office followeq by a late morning speakihg engagement
usually at a high school, theﬁ lunch with a speech before a service club. At
2:30 I have been arriving at my "mobile office! remaining there until after 8;00 Dello
Usually another speaking engagement or TV appearance will follow this ﬁaking me
into the late evening hours. |

I have been most fortunate to have had thése opportunitigs to talk and
speak before scheool and civic groups, church clubs, secrvice clubs, and military
organizations. | |
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SERVICE MAIL AED SURSIDY

A report by.the Civil Aeronautics Board shows the trend in‘subsidizing
airlines which carry United States mail is decreasing, Goverﬁment subsidies paid
to this industry for the fiscal years of 195§ and.l?57 will be reduced to
$48,500,000. This figure represents a decrease of $23,SO0,000'6r 33 pér cegt less
than the subsidy for fiscal year 1954 and $7,200,000 or 13 per cent less’than ﬁhe
subsidy for the 12 months in fiscal 1955, |

A rumber of reasons are accountable fo: this decreééing ﬁééd fbf sdﬁgidy
for airlines which carry the mail. These include: (1) The higg level of econonic
activity enjoyed by the industry; (2) Expanded and l&w«cost transportétion by air
coach; {3) The increased volume of military maii noving by coﬁmercial air carriers;
and (4) Increased efficiency on the part of the air lines, |

Tgis reduction in airline subsidies is definitely an accomplishment of the

Eisenhower Administration.
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JERRY FORD

October 27, 1955

Little known, yet a vital element éf our democratic process! I am
referring to the éonsent calendar in the consideration of which your Congressman
participated during the last $eséi§n of Congress.

Three Repdblicans and three Democrat Eembers of Géngress are selected
by thelr respective House party leaders to serve as Mofficial obJectors" onn the
censent calendar. In 1950 your Congressman was first appointed anMofficial objector"
by the Republican leadership in therHousc. I have continued in that capacity during
the 84th Congress. |

The ccnsent calendar is adapted only to legislation which is not expected
tc became centroversial or draw political lines. After legislation of this kind
has been reported from a committee, the chairman may request that it be placed on
the consent calendar. I was on the consent calendar dealing with public bills.
There is also a consent calendar for private bills. On the first and thirﬁ ¥ondays
of each month these bills come up before the House for unanimous approval. But
prior to this, I would receive, along with the cther members of the objectors of
the consent talendar, the legislation recommended by the various comittees with
an analysis of each bill.

When this legislation would ccme up for House approval any member might
register his cbjection. But it is the duty of the Wofficial objector® to have
sifted the bills and resolutions tc prevent the unwitting passage of any measures
which may pessibly prove controversial or political in nature.

Should someone objgct to the passage of any legisla&ion brought up in this
manner, the bill is held over for the next consent calendar. If three persons
object the secend time, the measure is taken off the calendar to follow the same

procedure as arny other bill in the Heuse.

HEEEEEEEEREEEEHERRER

MOBILE QFFICE REPORT

Now after visiting 22 communities of Kent and Ottawa Counties in my "Moblle
Office" I feel thls project has been extremely successful. With only two exceptlons,
and thosa very brlef I have been occupled constantly by local re31dents coming to

thls "offlce." Soﬁar I have met and talked privately wlth approxxmately 800 persons

ey, ot
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in this marner. Later I will report to you more fully on the results from my

Miobile Office™ tour.

STREAMLINING GOVERNMENT

During the first three years of the present Administration, the F.deral
government spent $36 billion less than it would have, had the "spendthrift®
policies of the preceding Administration been continued. This sﬁmArepresents a
saving of nearly $1,000 for every family of four in the United States.

The Republican tféﬁd tbwérd streamlining government has been apparent in
al branches and agencies. For instance, the Army's standardization of tank parts
will save taxpayers $560,000,000 during the next 10 years. And the Bureau of
Engraving has cut operating expenses by an estimated $1,350,000 a year starting
this November 1 through improving‘methods and modernizing equipment. The Department
of Defense recently announced that through the sale of surplus, obsolete and
worn-out materials in the fiscal yea£ 1955, it was able to collect $143 million.

This represents the highest percentage return on these sales in four years.

REMODELING THE CAPITQOL

Last year Congress appropriated $5 million in the-first move to give our
United States Capitol Building a face-lifting. And each successive session of
Congress can be expected to make additional appropriations until the work is
completed.

The lést major construction work on the Capitol was completed in 1865.
Ever since then Capitol architects have recognized the need tc correct the archi-
tectural defect which has placed the Dome off center and too near the Capitolfs
front side. Present plans call for a 4O-fcot extensién of the front or east side
to correct this long-standing architectural faulf.

These same plans make provision for a more substantial central portion to
reface the sandstone structure_which has been there since the cornerstone was
laid in 1793. Also, the addition will make space available fer much needed

office quarters, committee rooms and restaurant facilities.
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JERRY FORD

FOR RELEASE Novewber 3, 19855

Americans can be extremely thankful for President Eisenhower's rapid recovery
from his illness. It also seems as though we can be grateful to Dick Nixon and
the manner in which he has measured up to his responsibilities under the Constitution
as "first in command® during Ikets absence.

Dick Nixon has been a sincere, conscientious and constructive Vice President
who through tireless effort and with President Eisenhower'!s wholehearted approval,
molded his office into an active and dynamic force for carrying out Administration
policy. HNow the whole country is profiting from these qualities the Vice President
is exhibiting as the temporary leader of the Eisenhower team during the President's
convalescence.

HOOVER COMMISSICN PROGRESS

The second Hoover Commission, a bi-partisan group, has made 31/ recommendations
designed to modernize and make our government perform more sdgonomically and effi-
ciently, Many of the Hoover Commission Reports are now being put into effect within
the Executive Branch of Goverrment and the Administration has set up machinery to
vake action on more of these proposals to streamline the executive branch of the
federal goverrment.

Of the Hoover Commission recammendations 46 per cent do not reguire the
approval of Congress fcr action. The dollar savings which can be attained through
these prcposals are substantial and accerding to the Commission should be reflected
in lower taxes.

For instance, the Commission®s Task Forces estimated that $360 million a year
could be saved on overseas economic activities, $340 million on food and clothing for

the armed forces and $151 mijlion on transportation.

TIMBER FOR THE FUTURE

The Department of Agriculture issued a report recently containing some vital

irformation about future timber requirements for our Nation. It peointed cut that our

timber requirements are expected to be so high by the end of the 20th century timbér

growth will need to be from 70 to 120 per cent greater than it now is,




The United States including Alaska, controls 8 per cent of the fcrested area of
the world and 15 per cent of the timber under exploitation. Yet the country has
nc prospect for an excess of forest land because of increasing industrial uses for
timber, as well as the downward trend resulting from land cleared for agriculture,
highways, and urbanization.

The Secretary of Agriculiure has directed that several important programs be
intensified immediately to help increase and preserve United States timber résouroes.
These steps include’improved fcrest management  to minimize the dangers'of loss from

fire, disease, and insects; research to improve forest quality and increase production;

and the search for new locations for planting.

PENSIQN FUNDS

h Our elderly citizeQ§ have growing assurance of financial securiiy if the vast
vension fundsAbﬁilt up by private industry and the government are any indication.
Corporation pension funds have}passed the $11-billion 'mark. This figure represents
an increase of 77 perucent during the past three years. And pension funds méintained
by state and local governments had jumped from $6.4 billion in 1952 tc $8.7 billion
in 1954, These increases were made possible by the present high level of national

prosperity.

——

TRUE TO THE TEST

In 1949 a léfyéar~old girl, Helen Liu Kalsbeek came to the United States from
China on a six-ﬁcnth visiﬁor‘s,visa. At the date her -visa expired I‘ﬁas privileged
to assist in obtaining fef Helen a stay of deportation which extended her visa
indefinitely and made hef eligible for citizenéhip.

At this time a number of people had faith in Helén who és a child had endured
many trials during the éeveral wars in China. After World War II an American
missionary in China adopted Helen and brought her to Grand Rapids.

Last week those who had falth in Helen as a 12-year-old immigrant girl were
shown that, now as a 17-year-cld senior at Christian High School in Grand Rapids
and a U, 8. citizen, Helen has lived up to-thié faith. For Tuesday hight, October 26,
Helen Liu Kalsﬁeek tied for top honors in the 1955 high school eséay contest sponéored
by the Grand Rapids Real Estate Board. Topic of the essay: "adhat The Biil of

Rights Means to Me.”



al S wi,

/ /

JERRY EORD

FOR RELEASE November 10, 1955

My "mobile office"™ tour is now history but many memories remain of the
experiences gained from meeting the people living in and around the 27 small
comnunities I visited.

I believe that there are actually two different sides tc a tour such as
I tcok of the Fifth District. One side concerns the educational aspect that
cames through meeting people and listening to their comments and observations
on matters of importance to them. Then there is the less serious side which
involves the personalities and ceompatibilities of people of all ages, occupations
and interests. Next week I will report on my observations of what the residents
of the Fifth District are thinking about national and world issues. But this
week I want to tell you something abeout the people I met and a few interesting
events arising through becoming better acquainted with them.

TALKING TO SCHOOL GROUPS

In all I had 863 private discussions with individuals in the ™mobile
cffice? between the regular hours of 2:30 and 8:00 p.m. But this doesn't tell
the whole story of my visits tc these communities. In 15 areas I spoke to local
high and junior high school classes. At Borculo 28 seventh and eighth graders
took time out from their classes to ride their bicycles to the "mobile officel
where I spoke briefly while they gathered around the trailer.

In Mllendale T spoke tc students from the local consolidated school as they
changed buses enrcute home and in Cascade a school bus brought 50 seventh and
eighth graders to the trailer. At Lowell 70 members of the eighth grade civics
classes {(and in Jamestown 7 members) came to the office and questioned me as a
group about the functioning of our government.

OTHER GROUP MEETINGS

Also. in 15 communities I was privileged to speak to local service groups
before my office hours and attend suppers or coffee hours after leaving the
trailer office, At Belmont I met the Township Board and a number of local
citizens in the Township Hall from 8:00 until 9:00 p.m. A similar informal

- Qk

evening affair was staged by the Chamber of Commerce at Cedar Springs; there ﬁ?ﬁf?ﬁlﬁb\\
®

& Iuncheon at Hudsonville and a meeting with civic leaders in Byron Center,

=33
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I attended a jointly sponsored pot-luck supper at Altoj while at Harvard I was
nhorored with an invitation tc have dinner with a family in their home. At

Caledonla and Cascade, as in other communities, I met Township and village officials,
Eighty residents of Allendale came to a dinner in their new Township Hall for the
largest single gathering of my tour,

SQUME SIDELIGHTS

Ls I have indicated, I had the privilege of sampling the excellent hcme-style
cooking of many housewives throughcut Kent and Ottawa Counties. These included
home-made pies and a number of excellent hot dishes which would often arrive around
the dinner hour.

At Borculo the local businessmen presented me with a simulated American flag
made from red. white. and blue gladioli. In Zeeland a farmer gave me a dozen

double-yoked eggs which were not cnly unusual but the Ford family found them to

 be of excelient quaiity. At Sparta and Marne I was again reminded of the delicious

apples greown in our vicinity with presentations of several half buschels by indi-
vidual-grewers, Or several occasions folks gave me flower bouguets for Betty.
Experiences cuch as these represent a sort of special heart-warming compen-
sation for being your Representative. I am very grateful to each and all for this
thoughtful hosp.tality. Another such incident occurred at Marne when two children

of about eight years brought a bouruet of garden flowers saying 'We picked the

I3

7

et we could find.¥ And at Nunica a group of Boy Scouts on a scavenger hunt

¢

nad to cbtain the signature of your Congressman as one item in their assigmment.

MAKING ARRANGEMENTS.

At times there seemed to be endless details involved in making my "mobile
office" tour. I had to depend largely upon local people in the ccmmunities visited,
and on Tom Boss who with his father efficiently hauled the trailer from community
to camunity.

sPrior to visiting a town we needed a satisfactory location, an electrical
cutlet. and samehow to get the word arcund that we were coming. Ted Olmstead,
who sells house trailers on Plainfield Avenue just outside of Grand Rapids,
provided the trailer. DBut before we could move into the first community the
detail of location, insurance, and adeguately eguipping the 31-foot "office™ needed
;o be met. A1l this never could have been accoamplished without the kind assistance
and response from people throughout Kent and Ottawa Counties.

It has been a wonderful experience for me. Thanks to everyone for all the

help.
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YOU ARE INVITED TO A CITIZENS® METTING WITH
CONGRESSMAN GERALD R. FORD, JR.
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 14 e, M,

EOBART SCHOOL

TOPICS FOR DISCUSSIOM:

i
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The disposal of federally owned land in Ottawa County.

(Should it ke returned to private ownership? If so, how?)

TJ

ighting the European Pine Shoot Moth.

e

Tariff duties on Christmas trees.

Same provlems of blueberry grovers.

Dear Frierd:

ed to meet with other citizens
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of the West Olive area to discuss the above topics with

5
L

o

your Congressmarn he Robart School on Monday evening,
Kovember 14, at 7:00 P. ¥, I do not plan to make a speec

but rather to partis a general discussion of those

topics in which you are interested.
Mr, Clarence Reenders, Chairman of the West
Ottawa Soil Conservation Foard and Chairmen of the Conser-

o
I
i

vation Committeec of the Ottawa County Board of Supervisors

has kindly consented to accompany me Lo this meeting. We

oq

e especially interested in determining what jyou, as

citizens of the area, believe should be done with the

rally own land in your community.

We hope that many of you will meet with us so

that we may have the benefit of your thinking.
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FCR RELSRSE November 17, 1955
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This week I am presenting a few of the major problems and suggestions that
came to my attention during the two-month tour with the "mobile office.™ Almost
70 per cent of the visitors to the trailer had either a pérsonal problem involving
an agency or department of the federal government or a suggestion for changes in
existing federal laws. Approximately 30 per cent of those who stopped in while
we covered 27 communities of Kent and Ottawa Counties wanted to say hello and
extend a friendly welcome.

Social Security legislation seemed to prompt the most questions with the
exception of queries about agriculture. In a subsequent newsletter I will
summarize what appear to be views of Fifth District farmers on the complicated and
controversial farm issue.

SOCIAL SECURITY QUESTIQNS

In 1954 the Congress extended the coverage of Social Security to include
farmers and several other occupational groups. Many older farmers are apparently
anxious to retire under this new pension in the law which went into effect
January 1, 1955. To qualify as a beneficiary the farmer must be extremely careful
that his business arrangement for the operation of the farm fits the requirement
of the law. In addition, during 1955 the farm proprietor must earn at least $400
in net income and during the fipgt six months of 1956 he must have a minimum of
$800 in gross income if he intends to retire at that time.

For the past year various farm organizations and the Social Sccurity Ad-
ministration, the latter with local offices in the McKay Tower in Grand Rapids,
have sought to explain these prcoblems in detail but still legitimate questions pop
up. This difficulty appears inevitable where th¢re is new legislation and '"big
government" invades a previously uncharted field. As a word of caution, may I
suggest that anyone who is in doubt about his rights under Social Security should
immediately contact the Social Security officials in Grand Rapids. Such action

might prevent future difficulties.

AMENDTING THE SOCIAL SECURITY ACT

One visitor came up with a very sound suggestion for change in the existing

Social Security Act. If the Mbreadwinner" in the family passes on while covered



by Social Security, the widow and minor children receive survivorship benefits.

The existing law states that the widow may not earn more than $1,200 per year without
losing these survivorship benefits. This so-called earning limitation is bad enough
in its application to those over 65, but it is especially harmful when it prevents

a widow from earning sufficient wages to raise her minor children. I§ is my intention
to sponsor a bill teo remove this unscund and illogical’éarning reétriction.

Other preblems involving Social Security related to the amouﬁ£ of monthly
benefits, the soundqess of the reserves and the need for incréasing the tax on
‘boﬁh‘employer and employee. Several suggested that it was wrong to perpdt those
who wereAnqt American citizens to be Social Security beneficiaries, particularly

those who live overseas. This suggestion has merit.

PRCBLEMS FROM THE MILITARY

L number of visitors tc the "mobile office! had problems with the Veterans
“ Administration. There were several G.I.s whc were having tfouble getting prompt
VA medical exams. Others wondered why it was taking so ibﬁg for the VA to process
their pension, disability, or educational applications.' One visitor‘stopped in to
teli us what excellent medical and surgical treatment her father, a World War I
veteran, had received at the VA hospital at Dearborn.

Alsc, a number of parents and young men stopped in to inquife about military
service problems. I was able to point. out the various alternatives for service
in the’Army, Navy, and Air Force including the new volunteer program which requires
only six monthst? active duty.

RATLROAD CAR REFLECTORS

Three callers ﬁrged that Congress pass legislation to require tﬁe railroads
to place reflectors on the sides of their cars. ~During the past several months
in Western Michigan there have been fatal accidents‘whéﬁ the driver cf an aubtomobile
neglected ¢ see a train passing a rural crossing at night. Apparently it is
often»impossible to detect a train ab such a crossing., During the lasﬁ session
of Qongres§ a bill was sponscred by a member of the House of Répresentétives from

Towa to require the railroads to install reflectors on the sides of all cars.

Cur of'fice contacted the Interstate Ccmmerce Commission to get their reaction

to such a requirement. The ICC's response was not encouraging. I intend to in-

vestigate this problem further when Congress reconvenes.
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FOR RELEASE November 23, 1955

Since President Eisenhower's inauguration and the changing of government
reins from Democrat to Republican on January 20, 1953, great progress has been
made toward government economy. In these weekly reports I have presented numerous
examples of economy measures put into;effect by Ike's Administration through
streamlining government operations, elimination of red tape, and the abolishment
of unnécessany agencies.

Mainly as a result of these and other steps which have led to less federal
spending the prospect for a balanced budget for fiscal year 1956 are excellent
provided: 1)'Federal spending does not rise above current levels, and 2) the
present high levels of business aztivity and consequent federal revenues are
sustained.,

DEFICIT TREND DECLINING

~

e In fiscal 1955, which ended June 30th, the goverrnment had a deficit of
approximately four billion dollars, that is total spending of all kinds out-ran
réceipts of all kinds by this much.r Secretafy of the Treasury Humphrey in August
estimated a deficit for fiscal 1956, ending next June 30th, of $147 billion.
However, this picture according to more recent forecasts, is likely to be brightened
because of government revenueé collected by virtue of a continued and expanded
prosperity of most of our people, combined with additional etonomies by the
Administration.

If there is a balanced budget should Congress cut taxgs or apply the potgntial
surplus to a partial reduction of thg federal debt$ At the present time it costs
the taxpayers of the United States over $6’billion annually in interest on the

- federal debt of approximately $275 billion. It might bg wise to forego a tax cut
in 1956 and apply the surplus to a reduction of the annual interest payments.

CONTINUING FEDERAT OPERATIONS

T The United States Government has become the biggest factor in the life of
our country. It is the largest employer, the biggest owner of capital assets,
and the biggest spender of money. This year alone your federal government will buy

about 25 million pencils and 150 thousand erasers. dJust in Washington, D. C. the

government owns 155 buildings and leases another 86.



With its many agencies and bureaus the federal government has grown pro-
portionately seven times faster than the nation?s population in the past three
decades.

The General Services Administration (GSA) is the "housekeeping™ agency
of the federal government which manages this vast organizational bureaucracy.

GSA buys the supplies, cleans the buildings, and stores the records. It is a
governmental housewife, of sorts!

Thfough souno business practioeo GSA héo.saVed yoor fedéfal government
vast sums of monoy. For iﬁstanco, réceﬁtly wﬁeh iﬁe'civil Defeﬁse Administration
needed a half—mllllon blankets, instead of g01ng out and buying them~~-as the
government used to do~~-GSA was able to flnd enough surplus blankets belonging
to the Veterans Admlnlstratlon and the Navy to flll CDA requirements. This
resulted in a $4.25 million saving. This incident indicates very definite progress
in the effort toveliminaoe ﬁaste and éxtfavagance iﬁ‘fhe civilian ageﬁéies of
the govefnment.‘

President Eiseﬁhoﬁér;ﬁas éeéﬁ makiog‘sﬁéédy'pfogress in recuperating from
his iliness. As in the past when a President was ill, the questions arose of
Just how to handle an accurate and honest flow of publlc 1nformat10n about a
pr631dent1al dlsablllty. When Pre51dento Cleveland and F%anklln Roosevelt fell
1ll the publlc was denlod any accurate ;oport of thelr condltlons, when Woodrow
Wllson be ame dlsabled the publlc recelved onlg plecemeal 1nformatlon.(

WQ arg in égéeement wzth James Russell ngglns, Vice President and Execﬁtive
Editor of thekwashingfon Posﬁkand Tlmos Herald, who said recently that Press
Seoretary James Hggefty's oanollng of facts about President Eisenhower's illness
is "an example of opeo oealing ﬁhét should not oe lost'ﬁpon others in government."

PRESIDENTIAL STATISTICS

Theodore Qoosevelt at L2 was the youngest Presldent while William Henry
[
Harrlson at 68 was the oldest. Abraham ulﬂCOln'S 6'&" made hlm.the tallest
and aamos Madison at 5*&" was shortest. Wllllam,Howard Taft's 300 pounds gave

hlm the top welght. John Tyler w1th 14 had the most chlldren of any President.

James Buchanan was the only one who never marrled°
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FOR RELEASE December 1, 1955

The NATO Status of Forces Treaty was severely criticized during the past
session of Congress and a number of persons have asked me about it recently.

It is often stated that this treaty gives foreign nations the privilege of
punishing American servicemen stationed abroad, and that the rights of these
Us S. citizens are endangered.

The best explanation of this problem I have seen comes from Deputy Under
Secretary of State Robert Murphy in a statement before the House Committee on
Foreign Affairs.

Murphy points out that troops stationed in a friendly foreign nation are,
and always have been, subject to the criminal laws of that nation. In the
absence of the Status of Forces Treaty, the foreign governments would have the
right to arrest and try any American accused of a criminal offense., But
because our government believes that our troops stationed abroad deserve special
protection, the NATO Status of Forces Treaty was approved.

CONTENTS OF THE TREATY

By this Treaty, foreign governments agreed that they should have jurisdic-~
tion only over criminal offenses committed while the American serviceman was
off duty. Those offenses committed while the man is on military duty are to
be handled by the U, S. Military authorities.

Secondly, the Treaty gives the U. S. authorities the prerogative to reguest
local officials to waive jurisdiction and turn the man over to U. S, military
commanders for trial. It is significant to note that of the many servicemen,
employees, and deyendents sent abroad where the Treaty applies, there have
been about 6,000 criminal cases which fell within the jurisdiction of the local
courts. In 70 per cent of these cases the local authorities have either
dropped the charges entirely or voluntarily turned the accused person over to
his military commander.

Finally, the NATO Status of Forces Treaty guarantees certaln basic rights
to those American servicemen who are tried in foreign courts. These are
comparable to the safeguards which the serviceman would enjoy iﬁ a Us. S. military

court martial, including the right to counsel and the American right of being
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congronted by witnesses. Out of the total of 6,000 cases mentioned above, only
85 persons have been imprisoncd by local authorities in NATO countries, and as
of May 31, 1955 only 22 were actually in prison in these countries. Most of the
sentences have been very short. The maximum sentence thus far imposed is 5 years,
for highway robbery with violence at night by two men against an old taxi driver.
Secretary hurphy contends that our agrecments with foreign governments
outside the NATO group are just as faverable to our servicemen. This would
appear to be the case from the testimony before the Congressional Committee.

TREATY MAKING

The formulaticn of treaties, as well as the complete conduct of our
foreign relations, is the responsibility of the President and his Secretary
of State. Their diplomatic representatives negotiate a treaty, making every
effort to obtaln the most favorable conditions for this countrys The document
which they eventually present to the President must be approved by him.

However, under cur Constitution, a treaty must pass one more hurdle,
ratification by the U. S. Senate. Generally, the Comittee on Forcign Relations
studies a treaty thoroughly, and holds public hearings on it. The Committec
may then recommend to the Scnate that it ratify the treaty. The treaty will
be nonefrective unless ratified by a two-thirds vote of the Senate. The Senate
approved the NATO Status of Forces Treaty by a 72-15 vote. Among its supporters
were Senators Taft and Knewland, and Senators George and Johnson,

LATEST POPULATION FIGURES

Michigan shared substantially in the 10 1/2 million growth in U. S.
population between April 1, 1950 andeuly 1, 1954. According to a report just
issued by the Bureau of the Census, liichigan grew 10.3 per cent between these
dates. Our State’s population stood at 7,028,000 on July 1st. Migrations into
Michigan which totaled 151,000 in this four-year period added a great stimulus
to our 656,000 increase.

Michigan is one of 10 states whose populations have swelled over 10 per
cent since 195C. If this trend continucs, our State of Michigan following the
nation-wide census of 1960 should have 20 rather than 18 Membors of the House

of Heprecsentatives,
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Congressman

JERRY FORD

December 9, 1955

Thi¥ past week the Ford family méde the 680 mile return triﬁ to our Nation's
Capitol. We left Grand Rapids on/Monday morning, December 5th, andynow Betty, Mike,
Jack, and I are busily engaged in unpacking and settling down aggin;for the next
session of Congress which convenes on January 3rd. ‘

My Grand.Rapids office in the Michigan Trust Building will kéep hours until
shortly after Christmas when the rest of my staff rejoins me inﬁWashington. But from
then on I suggest that, if you wish to contact me about any préblem.or,legislative
matter, you address your letter to the House of Representatives, D. C} It will reach
me much quicker in this:yay. |

THE COMING SESSIQN

Next week 1 expect to start getting my desk in order for the coming session.
A nurber of highly controversial issues can be expected to come up which include:
the expanded highway-constfhction program, changes in social security legislation,
Hoover Commission Recommendations, fiscal problems including any tax cha%ges, private
versus public power, and agricultural programs. These issues require important back-
ground }easarch and study. I hope to do some of this in pecember before ﬁhe mad
rush of next session gets underway. Alsé, some committee work has piled up between
sessions which demands attention prior to the first meeting of the Appropriations
Committee, I expect to devote:a goodly share of my time to these matters during the

next few weeks.

VARIETY OF INFORMATIQN

Despite some politically inspirea criticism, the Anti-~Trust Division of the
Department of Justice has teen extremel§ active lately., ForAthe year ending Sep-
tember 30, 1955, for example, 52 rew cases were filed«-}h‘civil and 18 criminal.

These 52 new cases represent a sha;p incrgase over the‘recent past. Thus in fiscal
year 1952, 20 new cases were filed;'in fiscal year 1953, 33 new prgceedings were
brought; and in fiscal 1954, 32 new}anti;trust cases were launched. The bulk of these
52 new cases.involved traditional hérdcore Sherman Act violations, such as price-
fixing and allocation of territories. In other words, Ike's Department of Justice

has cracked down on anti-trust violations.
H
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Government officials report that, in contrast to former years, the question ™"



most frequently asked by farmers who are plagued by too little or too much and in-
dustries seeking new plant locations is about the availability of water. Symbo-

lizing the intensified interest in yater 1s the Department of Agriculturets 1955
Yearbook entitled "Water." This 752-page book is devoted to drought, floods, normal
sources, and uses of water., The book's 95 chapters are authored by 149 top-notch
specialists on the varied aspects of the problem. A copy may be obtained from cither
the Superintendent of Documents, Washington, 25, De Ce for $2.00 or Members of Congress
have a limited supply for freg distribgtion on a first-come-first-serve basis. |
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The Buréaquf Iﬁﬁernal Revenue has made a new addition to this year's taxpayer
information. In recognltlon of the grow1ng need for a publication dealing exclusively
with income tax law and regulatlons applzcable to farmers and ranchers, the "Farmers’
Tax Gulde, Income and Self-Employment Taxes" is available from your County Agricul-
tural Agent, the District Dlrector of Internal Revenue, or if you wish, by wrltlng

your Congressman.

In August of this year I spent three days in Berlin checking on U. S. Army
expenditufes and‘@ol;cies. While there I saw first-hand evidence of the 10;000 )
refugees a month wﬁo afe fleéing‘Communist oppression by seeking haven in the Western
Zone. This déntinuous fléw of refugees has had an amazing result. Communist-
controlled East éermany has ?ecome the only area in continental FEurope with a declining
population losing‘almost two and three-quarters million of its inhabitants iﬁ the past“
ten years. DMNore thaﬁ 2,704,680 Germans have fled from the Soviet Zone into West
Germany. This amounts to more\than 15 per cent of East Germany's 1946 population of
17,314,000, ‘I;last‘ Ger'many'é population today is 16,840,000,

The number of post offices as’of July 1, 1955 was about half those of 1900, a
total of 38,316 as against 76,688 at the turn of the century. However, in 1900 nearly
95 per cent, or 72,455, of the offices were fourth-class, while only 194 were first
class. . Out of today's total of 38,315;offices there are but 14,942 fourth;class or
slightly lesé ﬁhan éO per cent while nearly 10 per cent or 3,613 are currently.first
class. | | | |

This class differentiation is based on receipts, that is, amount of‘étamp saleé
plus sevefal oﬁher smaller types of reverues. This reduction in p6°t offices'sﬁ m
largely fram populatlon shléts, better roads with the corresponding extension of

Rural Free Dellvery serv1ce, and faster means of dellveryo
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Congressman

JERRY FORD

Talking with about 40O Western Michigan farmers individually and many more

in groups in 1955 gives one a rather good insight into what our agricultural
problems are. A limited few farmer visitors to our Mmobile office! were bitterly
angry and you can iﬁagine what they sald. In contrast most of the others were
conscientiously concerned with the present "pricefsqueeze" and naturally wondered
what the future had to offer.

Here’s a listing of some farmer complaints: 1) Since January 1951 to the
present., prices received by farmers have generally gone down while prices paid
by farmers for the things they use have increased. 2) Trle price support legisla-
tion whether it be the rigid 90 per cent of parity on the so-called six basic
crops (corn, cotton, wheat, tobacco, rice, and peanuts) or the new flexible program
is discriminatory against our type of farmers in Kent and Ottawa Counties. 3) The
full-time farmers are concerned about the competition from the part-time farmer
who works up to 40 hours a week in a factory or at other employment but at the
same time milks a few cows, has several hundred chickens, and plants, harvests,
and sells wheat, corn,or other crops.

The full-time farmer also looks with misgivings at the so-called hobby farmer
who is a city fellow that bought a farm without expecting to make a livelihood from
his investment. 5) The wheat support program is most irritating because of its
acreage controls and the disenfranchisement of many farmers by the 15-acre limi-
tation on the vote referendum.

DIFFERENCES IN MICHIGAN

The record shows that Michigan agriculture is quite différent from farming
in other areas, particularly when compared with the big wheat farms in the
Kansas, South Dakota, and Montana regions. Their farms of 1,000 or more acres
dwarf ourg, and with such large acreage they can mechanize their operations to the
maximum. Their weather and soil vary from that in Michigan. In addition, wheat
and the amount they produce for the market place differs from that of the West
Michigan farmer. Wheat in the plain states is a "big" crop while here its
importance is minor compared to dairy, and poultry production. Despite these basie
contrasts a Michigan farmer is in effect bound by the same agricultural legislation

including acreage allowances, cutback penalties, and price supports.



The red tape and regimentation of the price support laws irritate our farmers,
and particularly so, when they get so little, if any benefit. Kent and Ottawa
County -farmers see whatever benefits there are from these programs accruing to the
big plain state wheat farmers, the North Carolina tobacco grower, the Missiséippi,
Texas, and California cotton farmer and the Georgia peanut grower. Simultaneously
they hear the city folks complaining about Uncle Sam owning $7 billion in*férm;
surpluscs with relatively Xittle of it coming from their Michigan farms. They know
that Michigan farmers as a whole get less than 15 percent of their income from price
supported commodities. Yet when anuninformed city fellow condemns the farmer for
his alleged dependence on Uncle Sam, the Michigan farmer is chastised with the rest.
ThisAblanketrcriticism rubs the wrong way our enterprising farmers who work long
hours with a big dinvestment in land and equipment.

ALTERNATIVES 1IN THE OFFERING

What's the answer? The Democrat leaders including Stévenson, Harriman, and
. Williams: favor the re-enactment of the. 90 per. cent: of parity on the six basic
crops. Under such a law which was in effect until the 1955 harvest season the
Federal Government had accumulated; directly or indirectly, surpluses valued at
over $7 billion. In addition, while this law was in effect farm income dropped
about22 per cent and the parity ratio slumped. from the January 1951 high of 113
to the September, 1955 figure of 8i.

in other words, under the Democrat-spensored legislation as ‘a cure for the
currentfarm ills, recent history shows that farm prices dropped and sarpluses'
zoancd upward. Furthermore, it 1s admitted by thc advocates of this policy’thét
thore must be further acreage cutbacks and increased penalties. It is also agreed
that 90 per cent rigid supports on wheat and corn kept feed costs high to the
detriment of the dairy and poultry producers. It should be noted that about a dozen
Democrat Senators out of 49, including former Sceretary of Agriculture Clinton
Anderson, voted against 90 per cent supports last yecar. They were in the minoriiy
in the Democrat Party but they are the admiﬁted agriculture authorities in their

party. They might -well do sc again on the ground that higher subsidies stirmulate

)

.
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surpluses and aid the big farmer more than the little fellow.
But what have the Republicans to offcr? In next week's newsletter, I%11

indicate the G. 0. P. approach ard several perscnal suggestions.

y
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FOR RELEASE December 22, 1955

Last week I listed ggme complaints farmers of Wostern Michigén éxpréssed to me
between the sessions of Congress.  %£rmérs are‘desply concerned ovérthe~effects of
the current "price—sQueeze,ﬁ national farﬁQlegislation discriminating against liichigan
agriculture, govefnment controls,4éhd"irritation caused by part-time and hobby farmers.

This week I will indicaté ihé Repﬁblican approach as well as a few personal
suggestions to solve this perplexing and most seriouswproblgm.

FARM THCQME

Farm prices and total income are down, but the big drop came under rigid 90
per cent supports. That is, the pariﬁy-ratio of 113 in February of 1951 dropped to
94 under the Truman Administration. Under the Eisenhower Administrafion, whichi
operated with the same rigid price'éupport law until last fall's harvest, the parity
ratio dropped from 94 to 84 where it stood last September when the Republican fiexi»
ble support’law came into efféct;.’Per capita net income of farm people was $930 in
1952, 5904 in 1953, and $907 in 1954, and 15 per cent higher than in 1947, Under the
rigid support legislation vaétAmafket glutting'sﬁfpluses wereAQreated toﬁalling $7
pillion and stored by the goverrment at a cost oflabout 81 million a day.

{?hére ié wide agreement that the farmer is not sharing fairly in our ﬁresent
hizh level of national prosperity:.fEut the real issue boiié down to ﬁférm income,™
and not necessarily‘thé level of price supports. Farm incomefmgsy.be réised; the
T guestion reﬁaining is‘"how?" The record proves rigid supports.on a limited number
. of .crops are not the answer in either the sﬁort pull orrthe long haule

SLIDING PRICE SCAIR

TﬁéjAdministration s well as the majority‘of the Republipan,ﬁgmbers of Congress
, favof the flexible subpofi prograrn for thé six_basic Crops. Republican policy opposes
rigid supporté ?ggause-the record cleariy‘indicatgs‘thgy creatgd a distcrted_market
with zooming surpluses, declining incames, and excessiﬁe federal regulations. Rigid
pricc suppor*s wera deolgned and leglslated for a Nartlme econamy when peak production
was encouraged gna essenulal,

The huge surpluses bullt up ﬁnaer rigid pmicé subports have a very adversc
effect on the market;‘ For instance, when the Septemﬁérwcrop report estimated the

soybcan crop down 8 per cent from August the market jumped 20 cents a bushel. The

same September report estimated corn production down 10 per cent, but the corn markect



dicdn% budge. The soybean market was not clogged by a surplus; the corn market
VidGe

The flexible support program on the six baeic crops. was legislated with tws
tbjects in mind which seem necessar& if we are_to:piade-our agricultural econany
on a permanent and solid peacetlne footlng. Theeevare; xl) te reduce our surpluses
and 2) equate productlon wlth markets; Republiean ferm;policies are working
toward these goals., e ﬂ' o P

4

REFTUEMENTS DESIRED

L

To gain the méximﬁm'benefits for our, farmers through the flexible support

program the fellowing mieimﬁm ;eéiefene in the law should be cansidered by the
Congress. To better«meee tﬁe‘neeae ef the diveree national farm pattern,_including;f
Hichigan agriculture, a reglona_ or 1nd1v1aual state basis for legislation is
highly de31ra01e. In cther words farm leglslatmon whlch is helpful to Kansas
agrlgs ulturé is not necessarlly sound for a lichigan farmer. ‘Consequently federal
agrlcultural leglslaflon should have exceptlovs or provisions ‘which are spec1f1callv
designed to apply to agrlculture in states llke Ilchlgan. .

g Second to malntaln and encourage the famlly type farm, provisions of law
must insure that the small farmer shares in the benefits of‘the law to the same
aegree as the” 1arge, commercmai;tjpe farmer. Jlis applles partlcularly to the -
&,SOO 000 farm famllles of the country whlch struggle along-on a: cash income of
$1,000 a year or less‘A Unfortunately 1n the last session in the Democrat-
controlled House and Senate the Congress cut down the amount reqpested by Ike

‘and Secretary Benson for aid to these low»lncene farmers.,

BENSQU 'S PROH%%{

Secvetary of Agrlcultufe Beneon fecentl& outllned a program to supplement
the flexible support law and help equalize farm income with that of nther segments
of the national economy. It includes: ﬁl) .A steppedfup progran ofvsurplus '
disposal and expansion ef exports. Suesﬁenfiel pregraespis?being_made on this
part of the program.‘ E#eryone is familiar with'Secretary Benson‘s decision to
make surplus commcdltles avallable to rellglous groups for distribution to the
needy overseas. (2) A v1gorcus purchase program to. remove, market gluts. (3)

An enierged programn of 3011 conservatlon and 1ncen§1ve payments to divert

cropland into grass, trees, and forage and (A) .Expansion of the rural development
program for low~1ncane fermers w1th addltlonal credlt and ~management assistance.
(5) uxpanded reoearch to emph351ze lower productlon costs and new uses for

farm crops.
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- Another. yuletide season is upon us and bninging with it Christmas and the

. New Year. Let's hope and pray that through the lessons of 1955 we have learned
to live m:ore, constructive lives in 1956. - |
" First and foremost, the Fords extend to all ocur very best wighes for 2

‘happ&,f%ealthy, and_succesgful 1956. The spirit of Christmas iy very conspicuous
in Washington as‘i“know it is back home in Michigan. It would be a much better
~world if this joyous holiday spirit could continually be present in the affairsk
of the‘coming year.. Witthhis personal note should be added the hope that Peace
on Earth may be mq?efceﬁtain and secu;é with the well-being and prosperity of the
past'expanded and énlargéa for the benefit of all, now and forever more.
| OUR FELIGIOUS NATION. |

Rellglous prlnclples are deeply rooted in our Amerlcan way of life. History
traces the rellglous roots of our Natlop back to its -founding and early settlement
by humble people seeklng religlous freeddm‘ Our Congtitution guarantees "that
all men are“crggtgd~eqpali;ﬁha; they are endcwed‘by‘their Creatgr with certain
inqliengble;;ights5,tﬁV Andtattthisbtime,each ye;f ;; are reminded of Him whose
pgrfect 1ife taught us the principlfé-b?'ﬂhich:we:try to guide our actions.

The strong\feeling’tqwgrd matté;§ §f‘aképi;iﬁqgl_papure has not been lost
in our government through the years~1}if}anytﬁinga it has growm stronger with
our government offigials;ée@icated;tpithe preservaﬁion of yalges upon’whichlthq
United States.was f§unded.'

EVIDENCE OF RELIGIOUS INTERE§‘

A number of natignal practices have“béen mélntalned and ‘encouraged ﬁhrough
the years which reflect the basic religious nature of Americans. Not only does
this include Christmas, but Easter and Thanksgiving as well. Also, ours is one
of two countries in the world whose national legislature opens each daily session
with a prayer by a chaplain. ?resident Eisenhower direcﬁed‘when‘he,became Chief
Executive that his Cabinet meetings commence with a prayer. This practice has

been faithfully followed during the past three years.




In accordance with a Congressional Resolution of April 17, 1952, President
Eisenhower proclaimed October 26th as "National Prayer Day." In the Spring of
1954, a Director of Religious Policy was appointed in the United States Information
Agency to help show to the world "the way in which our Biblical idealogy is the
basis for our democracyM and to show that we are a Mmature, intellectual, and
religious™ nation.

Last Spring a Prayer or Meditation Room for Members of Congress was opened
Just off the rotunda in the Capitol. And the phrase M"under God" has been added
to the pledge to the flag, indicating our debéﬁ&énée upon Him. Also, in the
fecent session Cengress voted to place in the future the phrase "In God We Trust"
on our paper money as well as on our coins.. It may'take at least five'§éars to
do ihis, however, as the phrase wiil only be added to new plates as ﬁhey are
prepared by the Bureau of Engfaving and Pfihting. |

A1 thle nebioam synbolise and folty $9 Sub surfdabed tiaout wiless. smeh
of us, as.ﬁubiic-bfficiéisvénd b;ivétéﬁcitizens, live our religion anq practice
its precepts. | |

" The néﬁlééésién of £Bé Conére;s obéné'ét ﬁoon on Tuesday, January 3rd but
that morning at 8:00 A.M. the National Council of Churches and thézwashingfon
'chéfationwof Churbﬁéé will again sponsor'thé traditional sérviééifér all govern-
ﬁent officials and théir fémilies. This annual inté?éénoﬁinatiohal_servibé is .
.inéended fbfiall:aﬁoﬁg thé.Legislétive, ﬁxecutive;'ahd.Judicial“branches of the
.Govcrnment who desire to pray for the nation, for pEééé'and justice, and to make
a fresh dedicé£ion at the opening of the new légisiati;e'ééaéén. This‘fitting
aﬁd proper service is always well attended. |

The Fords, Mike, Jack, Betty, Sugar (Afamily dog),vand Dad made the tfip
back to the Nation's Capital without incident. We are'lobking forward to the

forthcoming session and hope visitors to Washington wili-stop in to see us.

Recent visitors to Washington include Mr. and Mrs. Wendell Emery and Mr. Robert

James of Grand Rapids.
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