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This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington.
ek A 0w days ago a House Commerce Subcommittee began considering President
Nixon's plangp to create a special White House ection office to coordinate the Federal
m SRS T

‘rug abuse programs now scatterdd among nine sgencies of the Federal Government,

I cannot over-egghasize the importance of the Reesidentls crusade ageihst drug
”

abuse. Eam supporting the President'sfi§ all-out assault against drug abuse with all
R

Y& ldyner~
the vi.gor at my comrnand. I hope Congre ss acts very qulck'.ly on legislatilre proposals

ﬁz W/“ WM,L%Mf"WW

The epidemic proportions of drug abuse threaten the quality of American 1life in all
G

A
sectors of our society and also S anong our servicemen,
T E—— =

?ao 000
For instance, it is estimated tha # peorle in New York City are heroin users--

p
among them 35,000 chlldren of school age. At the same time it is @ estimated tham

Ll ]

per_ocent cent of oug_men in Vi Vietnam are heroin addictsM S f "
o Fh ambdem”

The mggnitude of the drug menace deﬁnands total and immediate response on- the
part of the Congress and all the forces of government,
P
The President has responded with a four-pronged assault on drug @i sbuse:
= = o SR

1. A new attempt to dry up overseas sources of heroin,

A e S R S D S

2. Increased efforts to enforce the 1aw effectively against declers in illegal
—— e ] !

drugse.

GEREEROSTE

3. A greatly expanded program to detoxify G.I. drug addicts before they are

Es=am

discharged and to put them into a readjustment prograwygat could extend their terms
!

of s =)

h. in anti-drug educational drive aimed prineipally at young people, / FORO\

1

e sgainst [7 5
The Peesident is stepping up our national attemxg abuse on foux\cg;gnts...

becan®e what we whave is a national offensive pointed at this problem,

emEE PR,
. PERSERE TR
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President Nixon plans to name Dr, Jerome H, Jaffe as the head of ighunSmeusmiiemsmmm

the White House Office of Drug Abpse Prevention, DIr. Jaffe is a Chicago pharmacologist

p— .
2 who has directed the,’ statewide @ drug sbuse control program in IMinois, He is noted

for methadone treatment of heroin addictse.
BT . ————,,. TE——"— RESETRS.

pu—.
W While Congress considers whether to set up the #lR White House Drug Abuse

T,
Prevention{llip Office, Dr. Jaffe is serving as the President's drug abuse advisor,

Dr., Jaffe has said that the goals of the new office would be to reduce the national
M

wal rate of drug addiction, cut down on drug-related deaths and drus use in schools, and
s — e

o increase the number of individuals treated for drug addiction.
w
W Meantime, the United States and South Vietnam have just begun the bisgest

S,

—_

crackdown yet attempted ¢if to Wil stem the flow of narcotics to servicemen in the
CEEEERERRETE \gane  R T e T e R T P e e S R B e SO TS SR S SR TS

Vietnam war zome., The drive is scheduled to run for three months., It will cover the
setinsm SR e R [ — TSR

five northernmost provinces of Vietnam, where 903000 of the 240,000 U.S. servicemen in

——

Vietnam are stationed.
Joint patrols of American and Vietnamese military police will mske searches of all

bases and adjacent areas during the three-month drive, The allies have also formed

T G m——

=

P g—
committees to seek out drug fpeddlers and §Ee® are launching an s anti-drug-sbuse

/

educational campaign,

=

The President is asking Congress for $155 million in new funds to fight drug abuse,

Of this amount, $105 million would be used solely for the treatment and rehebilitation

S R PUS——

of drug addicts. On the enforcement side, the I—resident;has asked Congress to set up
WS

G e ———

-9
325 addbional positions within the Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs to increase its

- R e

capacity for apprehending narcotics traffickers,
P i PR el SRR

e -
The additional $155 mildion would bring to ¥ a total of $371 million the Pikds

m—

being sught for fiscal 1972 to control drug gbuse in the United States.
SRR — ——




Much of the effort is directed toward rehabilitation, And in that comnection,
g—— R
the Veterans Administration plans to gs open 27 new drug treatment centers gk by Oct. lo
— [l

Of these new centers, 1l will be opened by the end of this month, and the other® 13 will be
. eneEEEEs e T

- =

in operstion by about Oct. 1l Five centers alreddy are operating, One % of them is in
[ i, P TS

Battle Creek, where work was begun last Jamary.
WS T

” ”
When dll of the VA centers are @il open, VA will be providing mmme annual e care

e gm—

for an estimted 6,000 veteran-addictsw to those already receiving treatment in
NI
rezgu]ar VA hospitds,

This is your congre ssmmmn, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from the Nation's 8spital,

=
I'1l be tdking with yougp again next week--same time, same station,

HH
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This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington,
The recent Supreme Court de@@.sion in the Pentagon Papers Case was a most
significant one, ruling out--as it did--any attempt by the Government to block
7 MeZe 23 H”KW
rior to publieation,
As yow know, this was a six to three verdict. Three of the six Justieces ruling
in favor of the newspapers toock the sbeelutiet view regarding the First Amendment to
the Constitution--the position that the courts lack the power to suppress any press
publication, no matter how grave the threat to security it might pose. E do not
agree with this viE
o,
My position tallies with that of a second group of three justices who Sl held
that the pre ss cannot be barred from publishing any materisl unless it is to prevent
M
direct, immediate and irrepsrable iSRSNI harm to the Nation, NESEERy !his group
decided that the Pentagon Papers did not poss such a threat--and I agrectiiiie with them,
a
The minority group of three justices declared that the courts should not refuse to
enforce the executibe branch's desire to keep the material confidential since it involved
a matter affecting foreign relations,
My basic position is that it should be the function of a democratic govermment

M A
to make public” the ord of past policy decisions on its own--and to maske current

A
policy abundantly clear, This should be prevailing policy except when natiocnal security
» m‘u
actuallyws is endargered, I do not believe MR publication of the Pentagon Papers
pose‘ any thre&t to the national security.
—
In a free society the people are entitled to every Wl bit of information as
long = this does not endanger the national security.

Having sald that, let me emphasize that there sre matters which stould be kept

eonfidential--matbers I would categorize as military secrets, There is no deubt in



my mind that the Government has the right--and should have the right--to classify
as Secret or Top Secret documents invdlved in the confidential planning of high
P ~
military and politidal strategyw® affecting other nations.
There are also strong reasons for keeping certain Government documents conffidential

Mﬂ’w

S
for a dong time, To ppblish verbatim lengthy texts that @B have been transmitted in

code by radig risks @ disclosing something about our eryptogrsphic techniques,
———'n

But as to the Pentagon Papers, the overwhelming indication is that the Executive
Branch itself should have declassified them--and so I have urged that they now do so,

M

If the Dafense Department does not @M declassify the Pentagon Papers, then the
Congress should sdopt a law providing for full publication of this material,

There has been no shoking by the Govermment that publicatio; of this material
would result in irreparable injury to the United States, These are documents that
were collected in 1967 and 1968 for strictly historical purposes, They affect present

'
diplomatic and military operationsg only in an historical sense, There is no good reason
for them to be classified Top Secrete
’ﬂm
The wims Federal 1 ar the papers were supposed to have violated was one guarding
4/
‘3.,...:& toddrer. Tns fa
against ea;pi.on.gge.;1 There was no espionage invdlved in the Pentagon Papers case--only
g
a confrontafion between the Government and a free press @k brought about when the
e S

pre ss insisted on its right to publish information of isNEEESEE great historical
importance,

The centrd point which was raised by the Pentagon Papers case is how the Government
and the news media can bestff function in an open society to serve the interests of the
Nation and its people., It is the duty of the news media to mek out the truth and report

ite It is the duty of the Govermment to protect the best interests of the Nation., Both

the papers and the Administration sought to serve their particunlar ends,



e,
Now that the court has ruled in favor ¢k of the newspapers in the Pentagon Papers

Fﬂ‘
case, the mext step should be to improve our @M classification system. To this end,
»
there should be a regular @ review of materialf;hat has been classified secret to see
whether it should continue to be so ¢l assified, AAn independent board or commission
should be named to carry out this review, This board should remove from the RN
-
classified 1list all material which does not directly affect the national security.

| —
This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from the Nation s @ capital,

I'1l be talking with you again next week--same time, same station,
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This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington,

Mt Lo

The new: fiscal year began July 1, and sgain Congress failsdfto enact the

major money bills to fund the Federal‘ Government's sgenclies for the next 12 months,

Only three appropriations bills have been clnared’ out of the 1l major bills--and
ome of those is for the operations of Congre ss.

Since 196L, there have been 86 major money bills passed by the Corgress, Of
that number, only six were enacted before the start of the fiscal year,

Some people would be inclined to say...s0 what? The ansier is that failure by
Congress to pass sppropriation bills before the start of a new fiscel year breeds
inefficiency and uncertainty in the operation of Government,

Some appropriation bills are not even passed until the following se ssion of
Congre s, and this i@ promotes panic spending during the last fiscal quarter by
agencies trying to dispose of funds they couldg not adequately plan for,

It is time Congre ss gave srious thought to changing from a fiscal year gl
to a calendar year for the funding of Government.

The pattern is cleasr. With the huge budgets the Congre s 8 now considers, the
mid-year fiscal year ending places an unfair burden on the Congre ss and is creating
chaos at the local level where budgets are built around Federal grants.

Many localities even borrow money to tide them over. This adds to costs,

They also delay projects. And this in turn adds to costs.

Many members of Congre ss have introduced legislation to change from the fiscal
to the calendar year, This would bring Congress into the 1970's, budgetwise.

A full year to pass the sppropriations bills would give Congre ss more time to__‘
take a really close look at what the Executive Branch is asking for, It ;Q-'b_gld

benefit not only Federal fiscal procedure but also the thusands of local



’-2-

»
governments which are left holding the bag when J Congre ss is unable to meet the
fiscal year budget deadline, It is clearly time for a change.
Edusators and college students dependent upon funds from Washington &
iy
relievedpthat Congress has @S passed and the President has signed the amnual
education appropriation bill, This provides time for at least some weeks of plamg:ing
before school opens in the fall,
ARy,
The bill provides $5,146,000,000 for education in the fiscal year §jif bhat began
MmN
last July 1. That sum is more than';half a billion dollars * than B the
M
appropriation for Stsdmlfills the last fisdal year, There were increases in
virtually every educational program, inclunding loans for college students. Even so,
it is le ss than the education lobby demanded, It asppears impossible to satisfy all
such demands,
e
The education bill is only one s of several adopted by the House recently,
e
For example, the Environmental Protection Agency was given & over $3 bill ion for
et
its many activities, Agriculture received $5 billion, plus anothenjjjjj§ biliion for
rural development and nearly $3 billion for marketing and consumer activities.
The House voted $3.2 billion for housing, and the same amount for space
exploration,
Veterans came in for $11 billion, including a sizable increase in funds for
the administering of the many claims arisbng out of the Vietnam War and for
o
hospitals, @l Another $2 billion was voted to support the activities of the
Interior Department.
“
All in all, we voted some $.6.,5 billion during @ June for some 4O agencies
and acfivities,

D gm—
As I mentioned earlier, if S the Federal Budget were on a@® calendar



year basis, Corgre ss could do a better job of considering Executive Branch dollar
requests,

Every year the Congre ss enacts a contiming resclution which permits the
departments and agencies not sppropriated Iorpto continue their operations ,t the

o= I

previous @ fiscal year's level, This is B Just a atopgap...an‘emsrgency
measure which has become routine, It is a poor way to do busine ss,

This is your congre sman, Jerry Ford, reparting to you from the Nation's

capitd, I'1l be talking with you again next week--same time, same station,
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This is your congre ssman, Jérry Fard, reporting to you from Washington.

Last Mondgy morning I @ was among SR some 20 members of the Congre ss who mst with
Pre sident Nixon, foreign affairs advisor Henry Kissinger, Ioferrse—Ssemetems—daliin

“Pwémd and Secretary of State William Rogers at the White House,
P~
I am not at liberty to MR talk sbout what wes discussed at that meeting, but
e
without egjjjjiiigm revealing anything about the White House briefing or engaging in
speculation about the President 's prospective trip to Peking I would like to make a
few comments about U.S.-Chinese relations,

The announcement that President Nixon will meet in Peking with Premier Chou En-Iai

Aonas B and Z ww
is clearly the most startling foreign affairs development .
However, any foreign affairs observer knows that Mr. Nixon has been working for months
to establish some kind of working agreement with the People's Republic of China, This is

g ¢
nece ssary, he feels, if he @ is to bring about the generation of peace which is ¥™ most
-

Sl o agerlyw® sought goals

Without engaging in current speculation, I might say that my immediate reaction
to the President's announcement that he will go to Peking was that a meeting between
Mr, Nixon and Chou En-Lai might conceivably lead to an all-Indochina peace conference

oughout his
of the kind that the President has been seeking Administration,

This thought struck me bec ause the Nixon-Chou En-Lai meeting announcement followed
very closely upon reports that China was interested in negotiations to end hostilities
in the Indochina states. Chou himself spoke of the desirability of convening @m a
Southeast Asia peace conference in which China would play a role.

P

There a re summimmmm formidable berriers to such a solution of the confliets in

Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia, WS including North Vietnam's§il} insistence oy a prior

———

N
settlement of the Vietname 8 War, But the possibility of @ a Southe ast® Asia peace



Conference remains,

To dismiss the possibklity of a Southeast #Asia peace conference would be

-

would have dreamed a few short weeks ago that the

p—
unrealistic, After 4

Bamboo Curtain would and that movement would occur toward a normalizstion

o

of relations between the United@ll States and Communist Chi.na.7 We can all remember
R

when Chinese internal propaganda was directed at hate of the United States. {#llP At

the time, most Americans looked upon the Chinese Communists as the ™wild men" of the

world international scene,

In foreign affairs, almost nothing is impossible, Circumstances change, and
relatimns between nations change.

pm—

Again, without speculating, one can be certain that the JB prospective visit
by President Nixon to Peking will have some effect on Hsnoi--and also on Moscow and
Taipei and Tokyo.

F
Hanoi has maintaired its independence of the 8 Feople's Republic of Chima, but
P ]
the factyii remains thet Peking h s provided Hanoi with sbout 30 per cent of its
Vietnam War supplies--the other 70 per cent coming from the Soviet Union,.

Seeing America and China‘improve their relations has to have some impsct on
the Vietnam War,

The Russians have to react in some way. With armed regiments facing the Chinese
acfo s Siberian borders snd American-supported NATO forces facing them in Europe, the
Russians have to view the new relgations between their two biggest adversaries with
more than mild interest,

6
The Fon@san Chinese and the South $ Koreans will feel real concern, despite

.,
President ¥ Nixon's flat statement that we are not going to abandon our old friends

in seeking new ones, But it is time for normalization of relations with gll other



nationse The South Koreans have grown stronger economically, militarily and in their

—
own democratic institutions, J Hopefully, so have the free Chiness on Taiwan, Is

it sensible for these two nations to exist only on U.S. support—ami—epoticy—efhate

~for the Communist Chinese

time for them to accept the responsibility of independent nationhood and peaceful
co~-existence,

Whatever the total re sults, President Nixon's trip seems certain to turn the
world in a new direction in diplomacyf power balances. And it should move the world
closer to peacee

1

This @B is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from the Nation's

Capitel, I'11 be talking with you again next week--same time, same station,

HHittA
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This is your congre sman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington,

The results of my 1971 congressional questionnaire are now in--and I found them

SIS :
most whgmbiems significant and enlightening,

-n&éeﬁw“

I don't know what the November referendumAwill show & ;n the Vietnam question

because of the way that question will be phrased on the ballot, But my questionnaire
P e i o Y
re a1lts Gnliemeshissim indicate to me that mearly two out of three Kent and Ionia
County residents are oppo ssd to fi_x'mﬁ a date for a Vietnam pullout if this is done
RS, BEEEEEEY e R ]

without any regard for the consequences,
== e ]

Only one-third of the people responding to my questionnaire said they favor a

[ ]

gllout by a fixed date regardle ss of the impact on Vietnam negotiations,

By contrast, roughly half said they favor the present policy of gradual withdraral
[Siakmtean) ORrE—— P P—

(ST,
£ Viet : v W
rom Vietnam while we pursuc wmsmmmme z political settlement of the Vietnam War through

negotiations. And 13 per cent wanted to step up the fighting in the hope of achieving
e

a military victory in Vietnam,

Nearly two out of three fsvored keeping a mesidual force in Vietnam until all
American prisoners¥® of wer are relesased,

Kent amd Ionia residents have wery strong opinions on a number of aubjects, my

—— B e

questionnaire indicated,

Elsht out of-]iare opposed to making food stamps availabls to strikers--somes thing
which is now permigted, Y

— TS
Eight out of 10 favor the welfare reform legislation which the House of
{ = g e SS——

Representatives recently passed, I worked hard to bring about the passage of that

legislation,
R T

~.

Nearly seven out of 10 feel so strongly about air and water pollution%' ihat they
R e \¢

would be willing to pay more in increased prices and taxes--if nece ssag--—to expand

P SR



our efforts to control air and water pollution,
; ;
Nearly eight out of 10 would like to see Federa]l ik legislation enacted which

would require grocers to mske unit pri.cing of food items available to shoppers so that

NS~ (RN

people could compare the per pound cost of various brands at a glance,
et a———

[ sl

More than six out of 10 made it clesar that Kent and Ionia Counties are basieally
=S -

conservative, They opposed deficiﬁ Federal financing to stimulate the economy,

Kent and Ionia residents are pretty much split over the question of imposing
wage and price controls on the sconomy, Better than half--53,6 per cent--favor strict
—— | (SOERESTTNNRDS [E— e
comtrols; L1.6 per cent did not think it was a good idea; and the rest were undecided.
L e —— E———
Ope of the most perplexing problems facing the American people today is what

mm—
to do about Mwe the tremendous rise in State and local taxms and how best to finance
e S SR—- T #

the need for local servics
[ -——A
If I had simply asked my constitusnts whether or not they favor President Nixon's
plan to share $5 billion in Federal income tax revenue with the states and local units
P o
of government, I believe a heavy majority would have said "yes." But ¢l instead I
asked my constituents Yo choose between various wiij@ weys of handling the problem of
————— pra——
financing statec weix and local needs, The g balloting therefore was split among

the various choicese

The largest number--37.7 per cent--said a percentage of Federal income dmmm tex
[ E————

ey 202090909092 SSmEbes

e
revenue should be returned to the Stat.s?' and local units g of governmenty 25.5 per

cent favored increasing State and local taxes and cutting the Federal income tax;
- E———— (ST NecpRESSSEEAD, R, S P

*\
13,9 per cent favored a Federsdl ‘mmisewes takeover of all welfare costs; and 7.8 per
P W L N RS s

s EE——
—

cent favored increaij;ng Federal grants for local matching programs,
R el P T,

.
(e,

I feel that my annual @ congre ssional questionnaire is very much worthwhils,
— ”

It provides me with guidance on how to vote on crucial questions of the # day. @
—— — J—— e



The results help me to r&a_lf_e up_my m-i_rgl_ how to z&.tg_ on the various bills coming
before the Congre ss, One letter writer, however, objected to the thought that the
questiomaire results might influence my decisions, 'We did not," he said, "send
you to Congress to be a rubber stamp,” I would like to assure _I';i=m and everyone mix

else at this t_i_m_e that I am gt a rubber stamp for anyone.

This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford#, reporting to you from the Nation's

capitals I will be talking with you again next week--same time, ssme station,

¥
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This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington,

e
Congress has begun an August recess thatgfip runs from the close of business

« =
August 6 to Sept. 8. An August congre ssional recess now is mandatory@® in odd-numbered

G
years wapmESEe under the legislative & Reorganization Act we passed last

yoeare

Maybe some people think Congress ought to work right through the year without
/ . " /
+*h, %@L’Vﬂ \%»1%/;17%v/r/7‘£"'
a break, but even congre ssmen need a vacation./ The provision for an August recess
*s put into the Reorganization Act because year=-around sessions of Congre ss have become

a pattern in non-election years,

P N —_——
Last year Wl the full year wasn't time enough., Congress had to come back #mto
W—

WIS vork for the first lame-duck session in nearly two decades.

The result has been that congre ssmen with families have had no real holidays

with their wives and children i.n\%'years. And as the average age of congre ssmen

and senstors has dropped, the number of them with children still in the home has risen

proportionately.

As one of the members with a relatively young family, I welcome the recess.

qm—— i
course, 1 ® dlso will be @B using some of the recess time to visit with

“
I will be 4l touring wemEMeEEE Kent and Ionia Counties in my mobile office from

hrou :
CopiggbiuteninuipeiCunsamumtmt—" 205t zi‘k—fgm 26 and again from August 30

YORJ
But if' 's true that family life suffers in the Cohgressional job--and' &"the (>
Augus

time together,

o ot gt
Coming in the middle of a year-long session, such a recess can
/

[ s . WZ?; Z Lt vk eodidc.ts :7:&%,/42’

-- bhe&r—%egéel&ﬁ:ve
-

g v j’;}_‘y:‘:f"*d( ).t_/ 7 &Y Aiaspm
4 / ~




D

ﬁ
respons ib&il itiese
act
Other th appropristions bills for the fiscal year which started last July 1,

Congre ss hasn't done much so far, Only four of the 5L major legislative requests by

the President heve been passed by both Houses of Congre ss up to this time,

p-

So this Con ms to need some kind of reinvigoration w
0 s gress see s - gora , .

Mt of legislation awaiting action is

formidable.
-

Major bills with no floor action yet by either body include the heal th maintenance
organizations act, national health insurance partnership act, higher education
opportunity act and national foundation for higher education, a new consumer affairs

program, new drug abuse legisla tion, the act creating a legal services corporation,
™

veshsisanpepnisienensipiaseny 211 of the generzl and special revenus sharing Wl

measures, and all of the Cabinet reorganization legislation to streamline the Federal
govermment,

Then there's the Welfare Reform and Social Security legislation, which is through

an
the House but is awaiting Senate action; %e Draft Law extension, which has i

passed both Houses but is staélled .

AW \,m/t L ‘uf’ YT VAt

lhere are, of course, many bills which have not yet been passed by either House
s

EE— A
of Congre ss--the Federsal Executive Act; new MR controls on pesticides; mimmssse land and .
water conservation fund amendments; nationsl land use policy legisl ation; hazardous
substances and noise control acts; power plant siting and ocean dumping control
-~
legislation; and a rew wild§erness preservation act.
-
The work @ shead of the Congress is a tall order, and only a portion of the
bills now before the various committees will become lzw this session, But/that is no

o ,,LcAl/[a/T :

reason to decida/[that more can't be accomplished this JEge year, I think Congress



still can compile an impre ssive record for the year if Democrstic leadem®s in the

po—— SR, ;
Congress will dpnmmimblesdmss team up with (NSNS Republicans to act in the best

interests of the country. %h\ M &Ué VWIV ,F v

/
Dol e W-‘ / - o I A
This is Congresswan Jerry Ford reporting to you from the Nation's Capital, This

will be my last report during the August recess. I will be talking with you sgain

P
the sssmmpiy weeckend of Sept, 11 and 12 over this same station,
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This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington.

With Congress resmming work roughly three weeks after the President's sweasping new

economic proposals, it's acgood tin;e to look at what h‘legislative
activity lies ghead,

Last danuary in his State of the Union Message the President set forth six great
goals for the nation--full prosperity in peacetime, welfare reform, the restaration of
our environmment, compriéhensive health care for all Americans, sharing of Federal income
tex revenus with state and local governments, and complete reform of the Federal Government.,

The major economic proposals recently unveiled by the President are aimed at
.achieving the great goal of prosperity in peacetime,

This means Congress should move quickly to implemsnt what the President has
proposed-=-repeal of the 7 per cent ambomotive excise tax, speeding up the scheduls d
increase in personal income tax exemptions by a year, and enactment of a 10 per cent
one-year investment tax credit to be followed by a 5 per cent investment tax credit,

These are the tools we need to build ; prosperity in peacetime while at the

same time liquidating our investment in Vietnam, It is important also 5m

- :
W that we cut Federal spending by $L.7 billion

to offset the revenue losses the Treasury will suffer from$ the recommended tax cuts.

The holddown in Federal spending will mean delays in carrying forward two of the
Presidant's great goals--Federal revenue sharing and welfare reform, The Presiient has
askdd Congress to postpone revenue sharing for three months and welfare reform for one
year, These are reasonsble requests, which I feel sure Congress will abide by,

The House passed the President's welfare Feform legislation last May, I/‘If{ﬁ ﬁ%ai}}

[
facing stiff opposition in Sen, Russell Long's Sgnate Finance Committees. W&ﬁiant and’

\d
need this legislation, although the effective da#be pospoﬁed.

N\ &

L “‘!_»‘
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There is & hope for action on revenue sharing in some form or other, It will
venue shar e
obviously be compromise legislation, but some kisﬁ 0I4bill should smmmcoms out of
the House Ways and Means Committee. This would be’® no small accomplishment, since
",
Ways end Means Chairmem Wilbur Mills vowed earlier this year to kill ¥ revenue sharing
AMW:
e 9

Health care legislation probably will go over until next year. There just does not
seem to be time enough to put together major legislation of this kind this year, what with
all the other big bills the House Ways and Meand Committee is wrestling with,

The envérommental report card is pretty goode The President's Council on Environmental

[ i
Quality is MMM doing an excellent job, and so is the relatively new Environmental
Protection Agency.
We also have last year's Air Quality Amendments, which set air quality standards
that promise to reduce air pollution to World War IT levels within the next five years,
E——
There also is progress in Congress on 88 a tough water quality act, long demanded by the
Administration, If this act is passed before the end of this year, it will clean up a
.,
major portion of municipal and industfial pollution over the next severaljijils years.
However, coglete water cleanup is at least a decade awgy.

Under prodding by the Administration, Congre ss also is beginning to move on such
vital environmental are = as land use policy, toxic substances and noise, So :we are
coming along quite well in the envirommental area,

Reorgamization of the Federad government is a big job which has a long w2y to go in

the Congress, But I do know this--the .Eogle want a general revamping of the Federal



Govermment's executive branch, My own 1971 questiomnaire indicated that seven out of
e -

10 Kent and® Ionia County residents ¥l believe the Federal Government should b_e

reorganized and the number of cabinet departments reduced from 11 to 8, as proposed by

the President.

g,
Congre ss has a lot of work S ghead of it, and I believe Congress should stay
S

on the iob until its work has besen comgle'hado

This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from the nation's capital.

I'1l be talking with you sgain next week--same time, same station,
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This is your cohgre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington,
[ e
For the third time since last S Decemier a railroad strike has come and gone,
And so the pressure is off, Yet the need for Federal legislation to deal with national
s,
emergency - tr mxsportation strikes is jge just as real and urgent as ever, In fact, now
g—
is R the best time to legislatéf in this area--whem we are not operating in a cri@.e
atmosphepe,

Whhnever a railreed strike does hit us, whether a gemeral or a selective sbrike, the
result is uncertainty, confusion, and great damage to the economy, In fawt, crisis
conditions are created which threaten to deprive American families of the necessities
of life, We cannot dlow such conditions to continue,

The path for Congress to follow is clear, It must enact permanent legisla tion to

A
deal with swsmmssmsse national emergency strikes in tramsportation and end the periodic
chaos that disrupts all of our lives,

Labor should have the right to strike. This is recognized as the working man's sole
weapon, But it seems clear that in the case of the railroads the right of the selective

—

strike should be circumscribed so as to provide the public wm with sppropriate safeguards,

Whatever the kind of legislation enacted--whether it follows closely the President's

——
proposals or not--the meed for such W legislation cannot longer go unheeded by the
Congre sse Otherwise Congress will periodically be forced to intervene in railroad
strikes or the nation will be plagued with whipsaw type selective strikes,
-

Additional railroad em strikes are still very muech a possibility., The settlemsnt

earlier this summer did not desl with three major issues--any one : of which conld

TR
develop intop a wellk crisis in a matter of weeks, _—

A\ RN S
o

7 %
j' \

These issues are the matter of employing firemen on diesel 1ocomotive(s; plus tha

9
i
wage disputes between the railroads and shopcraft workers and signalmen,
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I would like to turn now to another problem that urgent1y= needs attention--the need
to reorganize the Executive Branch of the Federal Government,

I am speaking of the President's p@poal to reorganize eight of the Cabinet
departments into four new departments--human resources, community development, natural
resources, and economic development,.

This plan mekes a lot of sense, It should be particularly appealing to those who
believe in a strong Presidency and would like to ses Govermment work at its best,

The four new departments offer opportunities to eliminate overlapffing programs
and to institute more efficient operation and cost cutting. The proposed reorganization

p— .
could be a big step toward convincing the American t axpsyer that ée our governmental
hi ble of ing him something for the t hy .
machinery is capable of giving him something for the taxes he is paying
Twentieth~century problems will not be solved with 19th-century organizationse.
A
The Federal Government cannot hofe to eimx administer more than 40O major domestic
programs with an organizatién that was set up to handle forty.

The time is long overdue to rearrange the old-line Federal Govermment agencies,
Coordination is no substitute for getting the boxes in the right place 2nd giving one

S
man authority enough to be held completely wlliillllk responsible for community development,
natural resource developmsnt and human resources.

President Nixon's proposals have come out of the work of task foreces that studied
tthis problem in both the present and the previous administrations,

lhere should be no partisanship involved in finding the answers to the problem of

government organization, There is credit enough for everybody to share if the Congress

works out a solution, based on the Presidsnt's proposals, & ghe fact that the proposals

trace back to the Johnson Administration is further evidence that partisanghip has

nothing to do with the handling of this problem,



Some people may find the ;problem of governmental organization= dull, It is
anything but thatpe It is most challenging,and the rewards for a solution will be
greates The truth is that we face a major crisis in America if we do not alter our
institutions to fit our changing times,

This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from the nation's

ﬁ
capital, I'118R be talking with you again next week--same time, same station,

HH i #
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This is yowr congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington.

Full voting at the a ge of 18 is the law of the land, now that the 26th
Amendment to the Constitution has beeﬁ ratified by the states,

Our nation's young people who fall into this 18 to 20 age bracket--more than
11 million Americans--can now participate in electing officials at all levels of
government,

As 18-to-20-year-olds approach voting for the first time, it is important for

—
all of us to recognize and understand what concerns @ young people, These concerns
will guide their cloices as they exercise their full rights of citizenship.

Recently Steve Hess, chairman of the White House Conference on Youth, reported
to members of Congress on aaAconference. He discussed certain themes that kept
recurring among the delegates to the conference, Hess believes that the 1,000
confex-'ence delegates represented a cross-section of the nation's youth and that their
views are gemerally held by young people today.

I believe these views siould be heard=--by parents, by teachers, by other young

—
people, and by elected officizls &b at all levels, Therefore I would like to quote
from Hess'!s reporte

Hess summarized the five main concerns of young people as expressed at the
White House Conference,

Of youth infolvement, he said: "Young people are not seeking to escape from
the system but rather are demanding agreater voice in the decisions that affect their

lives, This comes at a time when governmental and ednecaticnal policies, in particular,

have tended to prolong the time of life which we call !youth.!' Young peop

Q

seeking measures which will shorten, not px}ong, the time between childho &,and

adulthood."



On "community control and participation"‘ Hess said: "The Youth Conference
[ttt g —————

=
delegates generally proposed programs that put control in--or at leastmmElsubstantial
participation by--thoss most affecteds They felt that ecology must be a people-oriented
P
movement stressing community involvement. They favored g grass roots pargicipation
in plamning and implementation of all programs involving the social and physical
well=being of people."

On equklity: "Throughout the conference, there was the recurring theme that

EeEES,
the ideals upon whieh this country was@ founded have never been a reality for all its
people, The delegates ®alled for an end to dis¢riminatory practices, racial and
otherwise, Young people have been t aught by their elders and teachers to take seriously
and 1literally the words of§@ the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution,

g

particularly its Bill of Rights, They therefore question why #ill8 these rights are
not extended to all Americans.,"

On libertarianism: "Liberty, a Conference Task Force said, is the freedom of
all human beings conscientiously to choose their own way of 1ife when their choices
do not limit or harm this right of others. Some at the Conference cited libertarianism
as the fastest growing youth movement in America, This doctrine has a strong influence

——————,
on youth's ypemessss acceptance of an all=volunteer army and their strong support of
the right to privacy."

On huma jon: "The youth delegates were especially sensitive to what they W
viewed as threatsi#to 'dehumanize society.' They saw these threat.s: coming in part
from 'uncontrolled technology.' Yet they were not anti-technology per se. Rather they
recognized the contrébution that technology has made and the contributions that it can
make in the future, if properly used, The delegates called for 'more meaningful work;!

for ¥less impersonal employer-employe relationships;! for attempts to 'tailor jobs to



fit the individual;! for a flexible four-day week; and for greater partisipation by

workers in decision making,

]

Thew‘expre ssed by these youth delegates are indeed thought-provoking.

We must take their opinions into consideration--not only because the se young people

will be our future leaders but because by giving them= the right to vote at age 18
— .,

we have @ placed them in the mainstream of the political SR process.
This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from the nation's capital,

I'1l be talking with you again next week, same time, same station,

i T
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This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington,
Some 200,000 of our senior eitizens filled out a questionnaire recently and
P
made clear to the rest of us the s tremendous problems that exist among our
aging population,

More than half of the people who filledws out the questionnaire said they don't
have enough money to make ends meet., Fifth-five per cent said they can't afford to buy
the food they like, More than half said that to get by they must spend less than $200
a month, Twenty per cent said they are limited to less than $100 a month. And 17.k

e .
per cent said they sometimes fesl €@kthey have nothing to live for,
“Whd e

The questionnaire which produced the ss results e di stributed GENES at more
than 6,000 community meetings for the elderly known as Older Amsricans White House
Forums.

The forums were organized as a curtain-raiser for a year of meetings, regional
hearings and 1oca1&l State White House conferences leading to a national conferenee
in Washington the week of November 28,

[

John B, Martin of Grand Rapids,§ who is Specisl Assistant to the President for
Aging, is director of the Wh@e House Conference,

John sgys the questionnaire sampling emphasized that the meny and complex problems

—— )
related to income are the mostiifil important concern of our older ecitizens, Beyond this,
the questionnaire results will be useful in pinpointing the issues to be taken up at the

White House Conference on Aging,

a—
The §J preliminary tabulation revealed that 71.9 per cent of those WS

answering the questionnaire depend on Social Security psyments alone for income while

-

/7 <ORD ,\

/
16.9 per cent also rely on earnings. Only five per cent sid they got money;?from

wad

\%
v J
relatives, S



=l

Most of those sampled said they live in cities or small towns where the NN
majority of the forums on aging were held, Eighty-one per cent said they are happy
where they live., Almost 50 per c ent said they own their own homes. Of 35,3 per cent
whé live alone, women outnumbered men three to one. This reflects in part the greater

P
number of women able to attend the forums but also @l indicates some facts of aging=-
et
that there are more @ older women than men and that life expectancy is increasing at

a faster rate for women than formen.

XA

g——— 5 - B
In all the asttention @SN focused on welfare refor

t ié little recognized
ﬁ
that the omnibus we@are reform bill passed last May by the House contains mahy
Pt
provisions highly important to our @8R senior ahtwwmme citizens, This is one of the
reasons why the bill must also be approved by the Senate.
The House-approved bill, H.R. 1, provides a guaranteed annuzl income for the poverty
element among senior citizens. This will be welcome because most of the five million or
m
more senior<diiR citizens in this group are living solely on Social Security or
W
what little welfare they can obtain in most states, NEEpEEySEENSEESR Our senior
citizems are extraordinarily proud and want to be independent. Only two million have
been willing to  ply for welfare even though the remaining t hree million in the poverty
=y
segment are living in shocking quarters, nndez@ourished, going without medical attention,
and suffering in other ways.
H.R. 1 also provides for automatic increases in Social Security benefits to
eompensate for increases in the cost of living, The National Republican Coordinating
==0f which I wgg a member--
Comitte_chomnded in 1966 that such legislation be enacted.s Since then it has been
supported by large numbers of Republican congre ssmean, The President has also urged that
such legislation be approveds
H.R. 1 glso would increase widow's pensions, This also was recommended by the

Republican National Coordinating Committeee The increase is from 82% per c ent to 100



per cent of her husband's benefits,
A
4

H.R. 1 further provides for % the ceiling of the retirement test.

QIS
The President has urged that the ik amount a retired individual between the ages of

65 and 75 cen earn without forfeiting any part of his Social Security benefits be
increased,

So HeR. 1 would be of considerable help to our Senior Citizens. I supported it
vigorously in the House, and I would hope the Senate would e help us complete action
on this mostd important §#bill before the end of this year,

This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from the nation's capitadl.

I']11 be talking W with you again next week--same time, same station,

it



-

M I .have introduced legislation which will make a limited
amount of a family's educational expenses a deductible item for income

tax purposes. I am working on another approach, the tax credit plan,

which may be introduced shortly. W ?74'\) 'A& 41
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This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington,

Today I wogld like to talk with you about a number of topics, Firset of all...aid

i i
Han (“d - Sapnantt :‘*[ ﬂ(, Moen~ :
to hools, We have a tremend y problem in eommection with su»r p-oﬁ‘kg o

b gt

I glerns
schoolls, Many of them are being forced to close., In fact, they are closing at the
rate of one a SR day.

The Constitution provides for separation of church and State, and I personally

believe very deeply in this principle., This rulses out any gire,ct aid to parochial

whoolnw However, something must be done to SR assist parochial

schools in the currsnt sitution,

P .
W - ' E
'l e

The problem of helping pmqi schools of all denominations is one that Congress

willl have to help solve, I have psrsonally been seeking a solution to this problem for

3 1. »
VeV WY UL
’

»\ = / UL
many years through a bill which would provide the B parents of pareehiei school

PV
children wi ,’tax relief,

e
,v_',f.J-,\,.j\-.:J‘*« #ﬁ;
Various ways to @i help have been tried, The Suprfieme Court last June 28 ruled
invalid an agtempt by the State of Pennsylvania to purchase non-religious educational
S —— sald.
services from sheshbsmsmsmchurch schools, The Coupt * this plan would invite "political
division along religious lines,® It also sald the plan involved “excessive entanglement”

Mstwevwewsle betwoen Church snd State. In Rhode Island, a plan was dov@nd to supplement

the salariss of lay teachers in parochial schools with State funds, The Court vetoed this

atte
'7% the same grounds as the Pennsylvania Plan,

Now the tanition voucher system has been proposed. Under this plan, the State regards

P el W

every child of school age as entitled to an equal share of public funds for education,

#—‘—*
The sum could be appliedfl® toward instruction in anmy school where the min
oy

requirements of the State for educational mmmpedsk quality are being met. The State would
'g_._....__-»-—-—?-i [ " D iR .

have nothig to do with operation of the schools or with payments to the taachers, The



Q=

student's parents wo@.d select the school their c¢hild would attend and would pay the
voucher to school authorities,

This has been described as a "freedom of cloice™ plan, There would be no monitoring

Sl e N e ] e

)
of church sgencies, or investigatiom of church #EmEk teaching practices,

A test case is under way. It will undoubtedly go to the Supreme Cowrt for final

[ ==

decision, Jurists say that careful reading of the #ll Suprems Court's decisions in the

ﬁﬁm
Pemngylvania and Rhode Island cases indicates that a spmuingiSEENNS voucher system of

help for parochial schools would be acceptable, Court approval would give Congress the
e
green light to SN formulate a workable voucher tuition system that would remove

M
much of the present controversy overpugjisiillsixparochiaid and would provide more

availablor schooling for youngsters across our land, e A ] ”
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Now I would 1ike to turn to the Senate-approved campaign reform bill and
s
emphasize my @ strong support for this measure, I hope that the Democrat-controlled
House of Representatives will take affirmative action on it, The Senate bill has
a number of virtues, It provides for a Federal Elsctions Commission, sets limits on
=
anditable, enforceable expenses) provides for total disclosure, It S is not
S
essential that the House pass the Senate bill verbatim, but it should not sim stray
P e )

very farjp from its basic pmsmislgms provisions and prineiples,

On another subject, T would like to comment on the recent action by which K
Congress repealed the Emergency Detention Act of 1950, This is an Act that became
law over President Truman's & veto 21 years ago. The objective of the Act was a

secure dmerica, an America free from domestic insurrection, The Act has never been

used, Yet it presented a threat that under conditions of internal Jismme stress a
\

President might be led to ' Eainst some portion of our popnlation.h-
T AT kgt
" = /(‘
wennee-iSERPD Novsinstiraasiabelegauy Fear of its possible mx use prompted

L e |
feelings of YAm distrust toward the Federal Government,



s
I therefore supported repeal of the &Ml Emergency Detenfion Act of 1950 and was

pleased to see Congress wipe it off the books,
There must be trust between our citigzens ad their govermment if we are to have &P
an orderly society, We do not need a law on the bocks that provides for the Wi

[ e
establishmentf of concentration camps, We can protect ourselves against nbosunr- or

i.n/ ctionists without such laws, 7& ﬂd‘ﬁ‘ ";'im,m/ b %j fﬁ-‘»";u ,7)-: /L
/ g :
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This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from the Nation's Capital,

I'l]l be talking with you again next week--same time, same station,

i
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This isgpyour eongre sman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington,

The key to the success of the Pre sident's price and wage stabilizetion program
is cooperation from labor, Nothing is more important, If lsbor gives the program

R, RS,
ite support, it @R definitely will succeed, If MlNMm the leaders of organised
labor refuse to support it, it will fail,

We have made an excellent start with the 90-day'= price and wage freeze, The
evidence indicates it is working, Wholesale prices went down O, of 1 per cent in
September, the first full month of the President's price-wage freeze., This was the
first drop in wholesale prices in 10 months. It was the biagest wholesfale price drop
in five years., And the price of industrisl commodities went down for the first time
in seven years,

Add to that the fact that unemployment went down in September, and the message
seems mll@able. The President's New Economic Policy is working.

”
On the intermational @ front, adjustments are being made and actions taken to
PN,
WP set up a new monetary system in which Americe can compete SESNESEM fairly once again,
_~

Meantime, the Congress is scting to stimulate our sluggish economy., The Hogso
has passed--and the Senate is now considering--the Revenus Act of 1971, This Revenue
Act, with its consumer and business ¢t & cuts, will give the economy a big forward push,
Ueneddemmiatin, A1) of us will benefit from cuts in personal income tax exemptions, ‘l’hoso'
who use the standard deduction insteadfld of itemi,ing their deductions will get a Sk
bresk, And an estimated 10 million automobile buyers will save an average of $200

P>
apiece on their Wil purchsse of a new car,

It is estimated that the New Economic Poliey will creste 500,000 mew jobs,
/2

My own prediction is that unemployment will drop below 5 per cent by |the middle

of next year,



wfo

I believe the outlook is for strong, steady growth in the national economy, with
declining inflation and unsmployment,

g S = o e

Some labor leaders have attacked B the imswhinmiieniimmmll House-approved tax cut
bill as a bonanza for business, These attacks are wild and irresponsible and entirely
off target.

Tax cuts bensfitting the consumer total $12.4 billion under the House-passed bill

M‘
when you add in the savings from repeal of automotive excise &l taxes, If you just
o p—
figure the individusl g incoms tax cuts alons, they add up to ) nearly $5.7 billion--
g
$p billion 370 miliion &8 this year, $3 billion 230 milliom in 1972, and $1 billion
s
90 Bl million in 1973,
The only part of the tax bill that could be considered pro-business is the
A
reinstatement of the WBEMNR 7 per cent investment tax credit. And the only reason
the tax credit is being reinstated is to stimulate the economy and create jobs—-not as
a bonansza for business, The tax cut represented by the 7 per cent investment tax
credit is offset by a reduction in the depreciation allowance granted busine ss last
[ -
Jane, 1 under new MR faster tax e writeoff rules,

I am firmly convinced that when the entire new economic program is implemented,
this country will be on the path to high growth in the economy along with price
stabilisation,

g,

@But a8 I mentiomsd a2t the ontset, the new program camnot succeed @ unless
leaders of organized labor cooperate with the Administration,

This 1s certainly no time to be playing union politics, nor is it anytims to be

playing partissan politics, There is too much at stake for all of us, for the entire

Nation, It is in the best interests of every American to bring about stabiligation

of prices--and we cannot stabilize prices without Sjmmestettitsbupsweges placing some



restraints on wage increases,
m

This is why I said immedistely after Phase 2 of the Nmssinesssbeslmages Price and

Wage Stabilization Proglam was announced that its success would depend on a high degree
-

of good ¥ citiszenship on the part of all Americans,

I personally believe that our citizens will respond to the challenge posed by

g » — =

this need 1 for restraint in memssx pricep and wage increases, We must win the
battle against inflation,

This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from the Nation's

capital, I'll be talking with you asgain next wek--sams time, same station,
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This is your congre ssmen, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington.

Omexefctin

One of the most pressing legislative needs in this country today is for
Federsal law which will protect the consumer from those fixrw firms which engage in
deceptive advertising, packaging and lebeling t ricks, the use of hazardous substances
which may =g improve appearsnce or taste but are harmful to health, and lapses in product
design and quality control,

am

I mix therefore pleased that the House has approved a strong, sensible, worksble
and effective Gonsumer Protection Act,

This new Consumer Protection Act, if approved by the Senats, will creste a new
Consumer Protection Agency within the Federal Govermment, It will be an independent
agency mkimx in theRxxExsxitux Executive Branch of the Government., Its responsibilities
will be to represent the consumer in the proceedings of other Federal agencies; to
handle and follow up on consumer complaints; to develop and di sseminate information
of interest and value to consumers; and to generdly protect and advance consumer
intérests on a broadfx front, In short, twxmiix it will be the Voice of the Consumer
on a natimwide basis,

lhere was a fight in the House on the bili, There were those who sought to
weaken the lsgislation and those who wanted to make the new Consumsr Protection Agency
a super-cssr agency which would have created administrative chacs, Fortunately, both
of these moves were defeated,

The truth is that the new agency will have ample power to appear before other
Federal agencies on behalf of the consumer., Not only that but the new sgency could
obtain judicial review of any Federel agency proceeding and eould compel aggwy action

where there is undue delay or failure tom complete a proceeding,

The new £x House-approved consumer bill also would generate a flow of Mox;htian



from the Cxwsmmrm Consumer Protection Agency to other Federal sgencies to alert them
tc consumer needs and stimulate corrective mgx action, The % bill also provides that
the Consumer Protection Agency report to the Congress and maks recommendstiwmgzzfarzx
any new legislation that might be msemdxx needed to b enefit smmsmjexrx consumers,

Ones thing should be made clear., The new Consumer Protection Ageney would not
a;t up a testing laboratory and make announcements concerning "best buys" for consumsrs,
There will be product tests, but these will take place in connection with cases before
the
mkimy Federal regulatory agencies or in comnection with studies of hazardous housshold
products, This testing will be done by the National Bureau of Standards or xx a similar
agencye.

The intent of the new Consumer Protection Bill is to employ the Consumesr
Protection Agency to make use of existing Federali resources mmipy on ks behalf of
the consumer and to promote the best interestsmfx of the consumer through cooperative
action,

The bill spprabedx approved by the House is stromg legislation, It recognizes

that every agency of the Federsal Government must give heed to consumer concerns,

And now I would 1ike to turn to amnother topic=-direct election of the Presidant

of i the United States,
[ oy g

As you know, many of us sought tobringq§ about the enactment mm last year of a

Constitutional Zmendment providing for direct election of the President but the bill
g

died in the Senate after passing the House with the required two-thirds majority.

I have now joined with 32 other congressmen of both politieal parties in introducing

ct-slection
a new Amsnduent, Direct election of the President is the

- -
only system which guarantees that the basic $8 democratic § principle of one-man,
- p——
one-votef will be carried out in the selsction of our @ Chief Exscutive,

g - ”
Under thegg® present Electoral College system, a state's @ entire electéral vote

* H
is m» cast for the candidate winning the most votes in that state slsNSwEN even if he does



not win a majority.
But it is %who vote for Fresident, not states, Whether an American lives
[ “
”
in Michigangy or Delaware, Mississippi or Illineis, his chonnt as much as
any other American's,

It is important, too, that a Third Party candidate like George Wallace of
Alabgma not have the leverage to throw a Presidential election contest into the U.S.
House of Representatives, where deals would be made to determine who would be the
next President of the United States,

This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from the Nation's capital,

s -
I'11l be NGENR talking with you again @ next week--same time, same station,

i
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This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington,
-

One of the most complicated subjects ever to # face Congress is that invelving
various environmental questions, And it is definitely a subject which has given rise
to soms hasty and irrespomnsible actioms,

Téce, for instance, the flap over phosphates, You know environmental groups
authoritatively rate public officials on their votes, statements and stands on matters
relating to ecology. And‘yon no doubt recall how the envirommentalists were quick to
give high marks mbers of the House Govermment Operations Committee for a study
and report on the harm being done to our enviromment by the inereasing use of phosphate
dotorge&s.

Well, if the committee's report had stopped right there--with a warning sbout the
increasing use of phosphates, it would have been all well and good,

Therex ispgpno question that soms lakes and slow-moving streams which have a certain
chemical beclance are adversely affecbed by the excessive stimulatinn of slgae growth
which results when sewage dumped into them contains a high level of phosphates,

Although phosphates are present in many other kinds of sewage, including human
waste, the committee was quick to condemn laundry detergents which have contributed to
a sharp increase in the consumption of phosphates in recent years because of the
improved clsaning properties phosphates have to of fer, Soms members of Congre ss became

-
s0 excised they wanted to Wil ban allp phosphate detergents suggested that a new
chemical known as NTA or an old compound, caustic soda, be used instead,

Other members of Congre ss objected on the groul@ that NTA's effects had never
been tested, It was also pointed out that the dangers of caustics such as ggmttc soda

were known--damage to eyes and other delicate hugan tisshe, Furtharnon,éfio do away

with phosphates in clesning agents altogether would reduce cleaning propexiti\cﬁ “and

increase risks of bacterial infections, Soms members of Congress also pointed out



that a good sewage treatment plant which prevents the dumping of undertreated sewage
SRR
inte lakes andugllp streams can eliminate the phosphates after they have dons thsir
iy
good cls aning work and before they have contributed to what My is known as eutrophication,

Now coms the U.S. Surgeon Gemeral, the Administrator of the Food and Drug
Administration, the Administrator of the Emnvironmental Protection Agency, and the
Chairmen of the Council on Environmental Quality to say the same thing soms Gongre ssmen

L P
weres N saying two years ago, They noted that the NSl best way to deal with all

g
phosphates is to treat sswage before it §is 1s dumped. Jhey pointed out that tests
e -
of NTA indicate it may do serious harm to children and pro@n.nt women sndigm that
caustics account for thousands of injuries every year, some of them permanent, They
o

have even urged gulig governmental units which have banned phosphate detergents to
reconsider such bans and to act instead to improve their sewage treatment plants,

So this is evidence of hasty and irrational action on the part of those who act
without proper thought and knowledge on W) behalf of ¢SRS environmental
improvement,

Let me turn now to anothor tepic-~-that of drug abuse, One of our highest national

[ g
priorities must continue to be a conpx”hcnsive drive 8 at all levels of govermment to
stamp out drug abuse,

On the federal level that effort :has continued unabated, Federal outlays for

ﬁ ﬁ
drug abuse smepwesss control and prevention programs have nearly triplediill@ over
the three fiseal years 1969 through 1971, rising from an estimated $67.9 million to
#166.4 million, For the current fiscal year, the budget cslled for $206 million, and
the President since has requested an additional $169.4 million in supplemental funds

to further expand the fight against drugs.

S last June 17th the President by executive order gmg established the natiomal



Special Action Office for Drug Abuse Prevention, At the same time, the Presidemt
ask rw
the office a8 three-year life span and authorisze it to coordinate ths various

programsgpnow handled individually by a half-dozen Fedsral departments and sgencies,

It may take longer than three years to bring about final solutions to dmerica's

g

drug sbuse problems, But at 3l least with the new Special Actién Office for Drug
Abuse Prevention we are moving in the right direction,

This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, specking to you from the Nation's Capitcl.

I'11l be talking with you again next week--same time, same station,
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This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington.

I believe parents have the right to have their children go to school in
their own neighborhood--not be bused fbi miles and miles and for a large part of
the day just to satisfy some court's idea of racial balance among the students in
a particular school.

To me, it doesn't make sense for parents to work hard to buy a home in
a certain neighborhood and then have their children forcefully transported long
distances to some school far away from their home.

That's the reason I am trying to get the Justice Department to intervene
on the side of the Grand Rapids Board of Education and neighboring school boards
in the busing suit now pending against them.

The President is opposed to forced busing te achieve racial balance. His
position should be presented to the court by the Justice Department.

I am opposed to forced busing to achieve racial balance. I am therefore
supporting a proposed constitutional amendment that would end forced busing to
achieve integration. A discharge petition currently is on the Speaker's Desk
in the U.S. House of Representatives. 218 signatures are needed on this petition
to bring the proposed anti-busing Constitutional Amendment to the floor of the

House for a vote. I hope the effort succeeds. [a

D

Let me turn now to another topic that is currently the subject of much ngfti’ﬁiﬁ:

LTI

( /2N
in Congre ss--foreign aid, I & think it was irresponsible of the Senate WP to kill

g
this year's foreign aid bill, espscially at a time when the MmN President is seeking

g =t
toda implement a policy of negotiatimn in foreign Wil sffairs in place of confron@ion.
I have voted for reductions in foreign aid many times, but I have always supported the
4

program in principle becanse I think it prcm’f}na world peace, That continues to be my



We shonld alter

e m.,.ﬂét"

the old foreign aid gram to make it fit the times, but we should not destroy it.

yys A o e U 2l ol
future of the underdsveloped nations of the=wesrid-hangs in ths balance,

7

I would like to turn now to the Question of making the collective bargaining

position,

process work in the tiansportation industry.
Mire than a year and a half ago the President sgiiies sent Congre ss & legisla tion
[ =™
that would giw the Chief Executive more power andsiis more flexibility in deal ing with
P’
railroad and othsr ® transportation industry strikes of national emergency proportions,
pﬁh

The legislation languished sl in the House Interstate and Foreign Commerce

e
Committee wntil just recently when the Transportation Subcommittee finallymm concluded
hsarings on the Administration's bill and a number of other plans. Attention focused
primarily on a bill #ip authored by Rep. James Harvey, Republican of Saginsw, Michigan,

No timetable has yet been agreed upon for finaliszing the legislation and getting
it the rest of the way to the floor of the House of Representatives, With the crisis
of the longshoreman's strike facing us, there should be prompt eonsideration, But I
do not have any great hopes that the chairman of tho%’ onmﬂttoe, Democrat Harley Staggers
of West Virginia, will move the bill very soon,

All of the bills pending before the subcommittee seek to encourage collective
bargaining, Most of the proposals give the President an arsenal of alternatives to
encourage settlemsnt of a major labor dispute in tramsportation or to prevent a strike

g
from disrupting our entire gm economy. The options include provisions for imposing
an alditional cooling-off period, partial operation or selective stfikes to give both
management and labor some leverage for their positions while negotiations contingedy and,

' 7

IS
finally, somes form of compulsory arbitration or binding settlement tied to one BHf the

final offers of the negotiating parties,



Whatever finally emerges from the Commerce Committee--if a bill does come out--it
will have to be a delicately balanced package, Not only are the rights of labor and
managemsnt imvolved but the publicts righ'i: to reasonable service from one of our most
vital industries,

There must be some action in this vital area, and I will continue to press for it.

This 1s your congre smen, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from the Nation's capital,

I'11 be talking with you sgain next week--same time, same station,

it HHF
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This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington,

This past

Itk week the House of Representatives failed to give the required two-thirds
majority to a proposéd Constitutional Amendment which would have allowed voluntary
prayer or meditation in the Nation's public schools, There was a healthy majority
fod the amendment but we fell 28 short of the required two-thirds majority.

Iax am deeply disappointed that the Prayer Amendment failed to get two-thirds,
But with 80 per cent of the Amsrican people fugxxzimg in favor of allowing volunmtary
prayer or meditation in the public schools, I believe the day will come when the
Supreme Court will either reverse its decisions of 1962 and 1963 or thexfxnyx a
Constitutional Amendment permitting prayer or meditation in the public schools will
be adopted.

I supported the proposed Prayer Amendment for three reasons, I believe the
Supreme Court made a mistake in its interpretation of the First Amendment to the
Constitution as it applies to Fx prayer in school, £ I believe the Congress has a
responsibility to give the American mx peopls the right to decide this question
through their State Legislatures, And I believe the proposed Amendment deserved
two-thirds spproval of the House on its merits,

In saying the Supreme Court erred in 1962 and 1963, I side with Supreme Court
Justice Potter Stewart who dissented from the decision of the majority in both
the New York Case in 1962 and the Pennsylvania and Maryland cases in 1963,

In the New York Case, Justice Stewart stated: ®The &mtixs Cowt says that
in permitting school children to say this simple praysr, the New York authorities
have mk established 'an official religion.' o¢..l cannot sse how an 'offf.gig;_ge'."ligion'
is established byXwkxtimg letting those who want to say a prayer say ﬁt. On the

22

contrary, I thikk that to deny themxtimx®x wish to these children to Joit;in v



reciting this prayer is to deny them the opportunity of sharing in the spiritual
heritage of our nation,"

itzkexinturestingxtmzmekexikat -
I ggree with Justice Stewart when he wrote in the Maryland-Pennsylvania cases,

"The choice involved...1s one for each community and its school beard, and not for
this Court, For, as I have said, religious exercises are not constitutionaily
invalid if they simply reflect differences which exist in sweiwityx the society from
which the school draws its pesople, They become constitutionally invalid only if the
administration places the sanction of secular authority behind one or more particular
religious or irreligious beliefs,"

In my ® judgment, Justice Stewarf 1s correct and the Supreme Court decisions on
praysr should some day be overruled,

We hlvé dorx of ten heard it said that "The Constitution is what the Suprems Court
says it is." But the Constitution belongs to the American people and not to the
Supreme Court. That is why I say that when thers is overwhelming m public opposition
to a significant Supreme Court decision, the Congre ss owes it to the American people
to give them a chance to pass on the merits of the issus., Unfortunately, the House
did not do that Xwst this past week,

The proposed Ba Prayer Amendment should have received two-thirds House approval
on its merits. The proposed Amendment would have only authorized public school
officlals to do what the House of Representatives does at the opening of each daily
se ssion=-join in a few minutes of praysr,

AV a time when there is generalem corcern in the country over the state of public
marals and ethies, we ought to promote those polices which uplift and inspire our

people, The Suprome Court sgrees that "we are a religious people whose institutions

presuppose a R Supreme £ Being," Our Constitution and the policies carried out under



it ought to encourage, not discourage, that concept.
would
The Constitational Amendment voted onix in the House a few days ago smfm not have
establishied a religion. It would sixi!ply have permitted the free exercise of it.
It would have confirmed the American people's determination to emphasize the place of
religion and the spiritual in the life of our nation.

This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from the Nation's capital,

I'1ll be talking with you again next week--same time, same station,

HH#HE
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This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washingbon,

This past week the House passed legislation which I think will ultimately lead to
a cure for our most dreaded disease, cancer,

The bill the House approved is known as the National Cancer Attack Act of 1971,

S—
It mPR represents the launching of an sll-out effort to conquer cancer, It gives
new vigor to cancer research, It provides for increased organizational efficiency

=

within the Nationdl Cancer Institute. It WM strefamlines the Institute's administrative
procedures, It calls for greater funds for the fight against cancer and sets the
cancer-fight budget apart from that of the parent agency, the National Institutes of
Health,

With this bill, the House committed itself to providing for the cancer fight $L00
million this year, $500 million next year, and $600 million the following year--$1%
billion over the next three years,

But the cancer attack bill does much more than simply assure adequate funding

=
for a resemrch program, It mmms reestablishes programs to help psople immediastely==
[

cancer control programs, It reestablishes programs such as @ testing for the early

g PR Ryery,
detection of breast cancer, cervical s cancer, andesssegulbusmms oral cancer which
were phased out a year ago. It also authorizes generous support of existing clinical
research centers and the establishment of 15 new cancer research centers across the
country.

Dt is my belief that the National Cancer Attack Act will invigorate the best of
biomedical science toward finding solutions to a complex@ and devastating disease, The

bill provides every opportunity to overcome the torments of cancer, //"«i- ey <

§ =
|
\

The need for the cancer attack program is great, Of the 200 million An;‘é;;icans

\\,‘_

G
now glive, 50 million will develop cancer Wl at present rates of incidence and 3L



—
million will die of it if betterymgs methods of prevention and treatment are not
discovered, Cancer deaths last year were eight times the number of lives lost in six
years of war in Vietnam, five and one-half times the number killed in automobile
accidents, and greater than the number of Americans killed in battle in all four years
of World War II,
g
So there was no question of the meedf for the program, The only difference which
-
developed§ in Congress was over the approach, The Senate passed a bikbd which sets up an
independent cancer attack agency. The House bill provides indspendent budget authority
o
but otle rwise keeps the cancer attack effort within the Nationali@ Institutes of Health,
g

This differsnce has to be resolved. Whatever the outcome, the —Mgainst
cancer must be won,

In other action, the House ha passed a bill which for the first time brings
the manufacture, distribution and use of pesticides under control of the Federal
Govermment,

- g
Up to this@ time we've justiif had a labeling law--a law requiring that labels
s jamcry
on pesticides set forth the S ingredients and instruckions for usegs of the product.
= .

Now all pesticides are grouped into two g8 categories--general and restricted,

And Semseslishieame those that are Wl restricted can only be applied by wmmsisi somebody
licensed to use %or by someone working under a licanse; applier,

The bill » givesih the Environmental Protection Agency roadgl authority @R over
the manufacturs, distribution and uss of pesticides, EPA has the power to restrict or
P even to cancel the registration of a particiilar pesticide if it decides that

L o]
pesticide is an imminent hszard,

Some of the states have already adopted very tough laws concerning pesticides,

m’ - S
So the House voted to give States the power to impose more MEBgR rigid requirements



concerning pesticides than those of ths Federal Government, I strong supported this
R Ty

provision since Michigen is@is one of those statements in the Sssmpgssssem forefront of
the pesticide control movement,

I think the pesticide control bill spproved by the House is good legislation,

-

It strikes a delicate balance between what must be done to protect the envirorgnent
and what is important in allowing effective control of pests,

This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from the Nation's capital,

I'1l be talking with you again next week--same time, same station,

e
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This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington,

MMM.M

President was not shown the respect due the chief emcutive of the United States,

—AFL=GI0-Fresident -George Meany was definitely ruds to the Presidént,

M
_Jpart from this ; that the

=

==
day @ price freeze

"
Was _a succe ss, JZ/&A-),- g

-, ﬁ;;; LMML'tMMuswA«f ZZ\)/W g I wdvq y
the latest Bureau of Labor Sl Statistics

gt

report shows wuipesfgiepsesustesisnaiegs that the ssbesdmlbs incresse in the cost of

living slowed in Octobsr to the lowest pace in more than four years, The rise in the
[evhmse ﬁ
p—
cost of living lastgm momth was about one-half the month-to-month rise before the August

15 freeze of prices,

At the same time, the gross national product rose by $17,7 billion, Unemployment

declined 0,2 of 1 per cent,

@«2};/ ‘7605@,'

natiomally rose over the 2 million mark.
v,

So the President's Nsw(lzconali.c Policy is workin@m
—— "‘.. : e ;

Now I would like to take a look with you at the $71 billion Defense Department
appropriation bill passed by the House before the Thanksgiving Rece ss,
P
First of all, let me point @ out that the fiscal 1972 defense budget represents
only 6.5 per cent of our gross national product., That is the lowest it has been, in
A
terms of GNP, in nearly iumgiesisb 20 years,
I also want to emphasize that more than half of the bndget--sz-
per cent, to be exact--consists of pay and benefits for approximately 2.4 &gllion ‘

N

military and about 1 million eivilian personnel,



e

At the same tims, the defense bill cuts military personnel by 1 million below the
~ P )
peak of Viat&um War sSpgeeam strength of 3,5 million in 1968, At the end of this
M :
fiscal year, youiNENEENNNS our armed forces will be at their lowest strength in more

than 20 years,

By the end of this fiscal year we will have some 200,000 fewer personnel in uniform

than in 196k, the year before the big escalation in Vietnamp, Yet in 1964 persomnel costs
R

sy
were only L3 per cent of the budget while today they account for S2g8R per cent,

The reason for that is inflation, Inflation has hit the military budget hard., It
explains why we cannot cut the military budget more and keep our strength up.

Inflation has added more than $17 billion to the personnel costs of the Dspartment

g
of Defense, and that figure does not include the recent militarygp pay raise.
s

I would like to meke another very important and dramatic point. @l The fiscal 1972

e
militery budget does not {fJJls provide for even one additional strategic missile or one
e —

g
additional strategic §i» bomber--despite the fact that the Soviet Union has surpassed the

’m

United States in the number of intercontinental ballistic missiles on MBS launchers,

- - .

T 3 shoudl add that the United States still maintains an g adequfate and crediBffle
strategic deterrent force, since the number of our missile-~launching submarimes is roughly

g =2
equal Wl to those of the Soviet Union and our manned strategic W bombers far outnumber
those of the Soviets,

While the Strategic Arms Limitationfp Talks are in progress, the Unised States has
reﬁ:iained from increasing its strategic nuclesr forces. However, the Soviet Union has
increased her strategic forces rapidly during the same period,

ﬁ S,
The fiscal 19728 defense WMl appropriations approved by the House totalled

— g
$2.5 billion lessf than was requested by the Administration, The House #ll Committee

on Appropriations felt that the @ amount approprissed is sufficent for adequate military



SRS EIE R e R ——
strength.auinpeaniaupslgs I sgree with the Coomittee that we mmm must maintain military

e
strength adequate for our national survival, The wmmgms size and spsed of the Soviet
[
military{fl) buildup has been such that we camot make major reductions in military outlays
at this time,

A g,
This g is your congre s=man, Jerry Ford, M@ reporting to you from the Nation's

o X
‘ capital, I'll @ be talking with you again mmp next week--same time, same station,

HHFHHF
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This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from “ashington,

The foreign relations of the United States have changed dramatically in the past
three months, with President Nixon's announcedf visit to China and his planned gy trip
t0 the Soviet Union in late May of next year. Currently the President is setting dates
for consultations with our Free World partners in advance of his trips to the summit in
Peking and Moscow,

Following these initistives by the Presldent, we can see the ocutlines of a new
world posture for the United States, We are turning, as the President promised, from
confrontation to mgoﬁiation. We are striving for a new generation of peace,

@,

A new quality of realism dominates American policy under President Wl Nixon,

Mzinland China, with its 750 million people and membership in the nuclsar club, will
==,

now be considered a sovereign nation as @ we adjust our policies in Asia to meet

changed economic and political conditions there, Following our military withdrawal

from Vietnam, we will continue to provids support under the Nixon Poctrine for our

non-Communist friends in Asia.

In our relations with the Soviet Union, new realism on both sides has recognized
a mutual interest in reducing the risk of nuclear war, There are signs that an agreement

s P
or understanding on the P deployment of nuclear missilesg@ will result from the
Strategic Arms Limitation Talks, Should these talks indeed prove succe ssful, they will

Eeo

prove that with hard bargaining and diligent negotiation we can @B avoid a new spiral
of the nuclear arms race, This will free our energies for more useful attention to
the hot spots of the world, such as the Middle East and Pakistan, where dangerous
threats of escalation could arise,

A
V S
In announcing his visit to Moscow, the President referred to "recent .&ancos in’

\

bilaterdd and multilateral negotiations involving the two countries.,” It 13’\.&&4:0



assume this inclnded the SALT Talks,

Souﬁ'ees close to the Talks, which resumed in Viemna on November 15, indicate a
good prospsct for limiting anti-bailistic missile systems on both sides and a fair
prospect for a limit on offensive missiles, Also, the Unitied States is urging a
rolated reduction of nuclear missile-carrying submarines, although this may be hard
to achieve,

A sign that the talks have momentum can be ssen in the interim SALT agreemsnt on
accidental nuclear explosions, signed September 20 in Washington by Secretary of State

~
Rogers and Soviet Foreign Minister Sl Gromyko., This agrsement calls on sach side to
notify the other promptly should the threat of an accidsntal nucle ar@ launch or
detonation arise, It also transfers the "hot 1line" between Washington and Moscow to
the satellite communications system,
o~

I am convincedii® the barga&ntng from strength carried on by this Administration

at SALT has earmned the respect of the Russians, The prospects for agreement today
P

are related, in my view, to our own decision to proceed with strategic & weapons

development—-including the ABM system~-during these talks,

Mezntime, there is no question that the Middle East dispute needs cooling off,

Events in the Middle East have been dominated by reports of an estimmted 20,000
Soviet personnelf including more than 100 combat JJl® pilots using the most modern
fighter alrcraft, Egyptian President Anwar Sadat, who visited Moscow in October, has
warned that unle ss a peaceful settlement of the Arab-Israeli § dispute 1Fached %within
a year® fighting will resume,

I believe President Nixon should give priority to the Mid@le East question in his
discussions with Soviet leaders, He should seek from them a clarification of their

int§entions in the Middle East,



ﬁ
Over the @i past year and a half, the Nixon Adninistration has made some progress

'* bringing Arab and Israeli positions closer on the question of extending the present

ceasefire and reopening the Suez Canal, - 3
Lefd LAVLLAN
We now cannot affford to let any nation misjudge the s readime-ss of the United
- :.Z:( ‘/.;MA P -._l 3 ?\

Vil
States w%

“vf-4he _Middle-Fast-diepete,

This isg your congre ssman, Jerry Forc:l, reporting to you from the nation's capptal,

I'"1l be talking with you sgain next week--same time, same station,

HH
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This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting from Washington,
All of us are interested in the state of the economy, and all of us should
S, -
be interested in st bringing a halt to the inflation which has visited hardship
on 80 many of us,

It's time now to cut through all the talk of confusion in connection with

Phase 2 of the President's BN New Economic Folicy and ask ourselies
T,
just where we have been and silm where we are going.
— p—
What has happe@d since President Nixon announced ¥ a 90-dayfllle freeze on
W —
prices and wages back on August 157
g
Interest rates have come down, with prime bank rates cut from 6 percent«lip to
- 5%, per cent, The Federal Bessrve discount rate has gone down from 5 per cent
P— pu—
to L-end-3/4 per cent, and mmmige home mortgage rates and consumer loan rates @B have
followed the dowmward trend,
-4
Prices have been heldS® down and have remained steady. Wholesale prices declined
in Sepbember for the first time in 10 months, while the consumer price index rose
only o2 of 1 per cent in September and ,1 of 1 per cent in Octobeér, The October
increase was the smallest rise since April of 1967--nearly four years, This compares
with the average monthly consumer price rise from March through August, which was
ot of 1 per cent,
Rents also have stabilized, A government su.tivey of 5,000 rental units shows

that only 1 per cent of the total increased after the freeze went into effect,

Unemployment dropped to 5.8 per cent in October and although it edged up

slightly in November, totalme employment moved past the 80 million mark fo _gthé" A

first time in our history. P



=2

For the three months--August, September and October--the nation's industrial
e
output moved upward, reversing the il downward trend detected in July., Housing
= ;
starts, nationsflly, climbed 5 per cent in October over the amnual rate in September.

New car sales have continued to improve, setting a record for the first 10 days
of November for sales of American-made autos,

And the nation's output, measured as gross national product, rose at a 3.9 per
cent rate during the third quarter of this year. That's percentage
point ahead of the preliminary estimate of 2.9 per cent,

T,
The figures WsmilEE® now in show that the "freeze ™ part of the New Economic
Policy was successful in damping down the price and wage pressures that have fed
ﬁ
inflationary g psychology for so longe And this was accomplished without
halting economic growth.
m

Now that we are in Phase 2 we can emsmmbuiswsmmes expect to see some fluctuations,
The freeze is off, But we should see more sunshine than clouds in the future--in sl
spite of those who keep predicting bad economic weather ahead for their own political
advan tage.

—
Phase 2 has a lot of thingsyR going for it. Inflatimnary preasure on prices

A
and wages should lessen, In addition, the QR new tax cut bill will provide
enough stimulants to prod the economy into a broad recovery,
The big problem is the obstructionist stand being taken by the organized labor
p——
members of the President's Pay Board, the attitude that the fight « il against
inflation doesn't matter,

I was pleased to see the President's Price Commission refuse to pass the entire

~big
soft coal wege increase along to the public in the form of adprice boost for coal,

This may force a majority of the Pay Board to stiffen their spines and resist



F
cbwwage increases, The tragic game of wage and price@ ls apfrogging

that we have been playing has got to stop, It is time for just plain common sense--and
; o=
that means holding infla tion to at least the 2 to 3 per cent @ goal which the President

has set,

This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from the Nation's

capitale, I'll be talking with you again next week--same time, same station,

Y
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This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington.

The 92nd Congre ss has wound@p up its first session--and it seems appropriate
to do a little stock-taking at this time on just what kind of a job Congress did this
Yeare

The record is spotty. It is wmmmm uneven becsuse the Congre ss passed a half
a dozen major pieces of legislation but this contrasted with long periods of
inactivity and delay, The fact is that Congress failed to act on roughly three=fourths
of the 56 major measures President Nixon has labelsd as "must"” legislation,

What were the gccomplishments? Chiefly, they were passage of tax cut legislation,

-

the extension of wage and price controlge authority, the 1l8-year-old vote amendment,
health manpower legi®lstion, campaign spanding refom, and a draft extensiom with
provisions aimed at establishing an all=-volunteer army,

From my viewpoint, the big disappointments were the failure to enact gl

e,
a program for sharing Federidl income tsx revenue with the States and slil@local units

S
of government on a percentage basis; W failube to reform the obsclete welfare system;
@l failure to enact new ways of dealing with national emergency labor dispgtes in

N ==
transportation; Wk failure tog@ reorganize the Federal cabinet departments; and failure

[ %
to abolish the Electoral Collesge system andggy provide a better msthod of W elscting
the President.
In the area of accomplishments, I was parkicularly pleased about enactment of tax
M
reduction legislationdgiiiik because it is definitely nseded to stimula te the

economy . ;

The tei cut bill raises the $650 personal income tax exsmption to $675 thi;éha}” ’/"7.//‘

and to $750 for 1972, It also raises the standard deduction from 13 per cent tkq)s
3

-

per cant, with a ceiling of $2,000, effactive in 1972,
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The tex reduction bill repeals the Il 7 per cent automobile excise tax,
retroactive to last August 15, and wipes out the 10 percent excise tax on light
trucks, retroactive to Sept. 22,

To stimulate the creation of new jobs, the bill restores the 7 per cent tax crediit

e,

ANEOENEEe for investments in new industrial wsmm equipment.

The new tax cut bill will be a boon to working parents, It permits working parents

with income of le ss than $27,600 to @mNMBEENS take income tax deductions of up to

<

WY SEAENSNS EEE SEN ey

$.,800 a year for day care of a chil%m The full deduction can be
taken only by those with total{siililsm incoms of not over $18,000 a year,
[y [,
Now I would like towillk call your atfention to a new g proposal which President
[
Nixon @k sent to the~Congre ss in the closing days of the session=-a bill aimed at

moving this count@ forward dramatically in the area of pension security for the

jr==
American working 3gms man, This is a retirement benefits bi.ll.whi.ch I am co=-sponsoring

== tirement security
becsuse I believe it to be the most Sk important advance 1nw

e,
legislation since Social Security was Sl introduced,

S —
The 4Nl program of security in the retirement benefits bill would do the
-
following: It would set a minimum standardff} in law for the vesting of pensions--in other
words for preserving pension rights of employes even though they leave their jobs
.*.
before retirement, It would allow employes who wish to Wil save independently for their
o—

retirement or to supplement employer-fi.naneed‘ pensions to deduct on their income tax
Peturns the sums set aside for these purposes, It would also allow self-smployed
persons who are already investing in pension plans for themselves and their employes

to take a more generous tax deduction than they now receive.

There is no subject more important to the individual American than retirement

R security, It is tragic when a person enters upon his retirement years with an



Caiss,
inadequate incoms-=so that he must live out his @B twilight years in poverty and

M
misery, Every effort must be made to enssumbsbisbalURNEEENS blot out this

American tragedy.
And now I would like to take this occesion to wish everyone listening to me
e
a very Jg® merry Christmas and a most happy New Year, This #wi11 be my last
radio report of the year from Washington, I will resums my weekly reports from
R,

the nat.ionos capitadd=game tims, same stetion--when Congre ss gl gathers for

its second session in January,





