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This is your Sl congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington,
This past Friday we celebrated our 193rd birthday. We look upon July the
s
Fourth as the birth date of our @ Nation despite the fact that the War of Independence
L

did not end until 1761 and sk the originsl states did not adopt a federal
constitution until 1787,

When it's your birthqfay, it is natural to take a look at yourself end do

G R
a 1ittle stock-taking, That comes naturelly for Congress in {j} July,plll® too,

9lst
because at this time ngre ss is about halfway through its first sessfon,
In his Inaugursl Addre s last January 20, President Nixon sald we faced
a “crisis of the spirit.”

The House of Reprdsentatives last week faced a crisis of another sort and

barely surmounted it, That crisis came with the House vote on extending the 10 per cent

L o= _m
income dpiighiheyisleriBuiguylirgiicriliiey tax surcharge,

Nobg,g likes the surtax, Naturally not, Ldon't like it, President Nixon
doesn't like it, Iau don't like it

Everyone would have liked to see it expire June 30th. But I worked hard to

ARSI . R,
round up (MAEPR votes to extend the tax despite the fact it is s wnpopular, I

EEE,
___—"“\
woudd have been @R derelict in my duty to the American people if I had not
B &
done so, I say this becase 1 stwmemsbpumlle® {irvly believe it would have been
P e [ S L

a terrible mistske fSmuudeonibphbonsliobbionyi{ the smebesninmisies House had voted to
SR R

let the tax die before we have brought inflation under comtrol,
e i e
President Nixon has predicbed that the policies of his Administration--extending

the surtax and keeping a tight rein on the money supply--will begin to curb/wg.ion
within MR a matter of @R two or @B three months, I trust his jndgmn‘\b; I also

\ \/'9

B il
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feel it is absolutely vital that we win the fight against inflation,
The easy course for a member of the House of Represhntatives last week was
R o IR

to vote against extension of the surtax, Two hundred and five members did so—-
[P e

hatever reason a membe
179 Democrats and 26 Republicans, That was the easy road-w
.
—.% g';ve for voting against the surtax,

The togh decision! the diffiﬁﬁt path to travel, was to vote for extension

4 Republicams Democrats
of the surtax, Two hundred @ an P se Bax road--the respomsible

road,
oA

What a congressman had to sk himself * the surtax question was:
What will the consequences be if the surtax is allowed to die?

What I and 209 other members of the House did was to vote to phase down and

SEC— .

then sl plfx“ggg }i the surtax, We voted to reqﬂit to 5 per cent as of next Jan, 1
and to eliminate it altogether as of midnight June 30, 1970,

What did the 205 who voted against the Administration do? They voted te
wipe out the surtax in one fell swoop,

I think that would hgve dramatically ‘g the fires of inflation, It alse
— e —————

would have signalled to the other nations of the world that Americans have giveg

o

up on their fight against inflation, And Singesesheesestsebessmmes thet would have
o— _=

M
] == e e P .
M thrown the world momnstary system into a deep crisis
So I appeal to you for an understanding of what the results would have been

if the surtax had been allowed to die suddenly, I, for ons, am not ready to 5ive up

on 1 the fight against inflation, . To allow prices to get completely out of hand would

S ST eSS B e

be far worse than to continue the surcharge at the 10 per cent rate for another

six months and at a five per - cent rate for six months thereafter,



The fight against inflation is tarx{ibly tough because for the past four
EENRSEASRETS GRS

years the federal govermment under the previous administration pursued a guns and

butter policy that led to huge federal deficits, There was no spending restraint,
e SR, [ e e T

and prices kept going up sswiwpmasix and up and up, The surtax hed to be imposed
. | e . =

in 1968 as a result of these policies--and it has to be extended in 1969 for the

»
same BAES reason.
Lo [
el iy, e

This GEgRER 1s your congre ssman, Jerry 8l Ford, reporting to : you

s
from Washington, I'll be back with mm you next week--same time, same station.

HHH
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This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington.

The other day a news reporter asked me an interesting gmestion, Why, he
vanted o know, is President Nixon asking Congre s %o expand and strengthen the
unomployment insuranes system at this time, Is the President expecting deep
unemployment?

My answer was simple and, I think, to the point. A man does not buy fire
insurance because he ectually expects his house to burn down, Be does so because
he wants to protect himself against that sxemimskityx possibility,

And so it is with unempléyment insurance, The best time to strengthen the
unemployment insurance system is when employmsnt is high, as it is right now,

This is why the President has chosen this particular time to ask Congress
to extend unemploymsnt insurance coverege to an additional k4,800,000 workers and
to provide it for workers who are being retrained, The President alsc recommended
a formula for automatic extension of unemployment bemefits during long-lasting
periods of high unemployment.

There are severzl points that should be made ¢lear about unemployment

compensation.

Unemployment bensfits are not a giveaway. They are garned benefits, They are ‘
paid from a fund into which san employer pays as a kind of tax lsvied onishalf of each ‘
man Em or woman employed by him., This is like a fringe benefit. It is insurance
bought in the employe's bshalf, mach as many employers now pay the premiums on
hospitalisation insurance for their employes. The worker therefore h;—qnnﬁod to

the benefits he receives when he becomss unmemployed through no fault of\'ﬁ)fg‘gqn.

There are many benefits to Americsn society as a whols as a result of the



unemployment insursnce system.

Unemployment compensation kesps a men and his family off welfare while he
is looking for amother job, MNoney paid out as unsmployment benefits also scts to
help keep the economy £x afloat during times when unemployment is high,

President Nixon's plans to expand unemployment insurance cowrage to an
edditional 4,800,000 workers includes 1,600,000 workers now employed in small
firme with less tham four employes.

This could be a little rough on these employers, and so the President is
recommending that the S¢ates use a reduced unewployment insursmnce tax rate for
these newly included employers wntil enough time has elspsed to indicate what
their ¢t rue rate should be,

Bat it is important that the 4,800,000 additional workers be eovered becanse
many of them are low-wage workers with little job security and no prospect of
terminal psy if they are laid off,

In gdditiony the present gap in coverage works a special hardship on minority
employes because a higher percentage of the k4,800,000 involved in the Nixen proposals
is nonwhite, as compared with the entire labor foroe.

Iﬂ'eg;und the President formmwving to close this gap at this time.

I also commend the Presidnt for legislation he now is shaping to attack tihe
worsening narcotics w‘hﬂu in this country.

At the last White Houss legislative meeting I attended I received a briefing
on a bill now being prepared by the Justise Department to deal more effestively with
nareotics traffic snd drug sddistion,

The Presidsnt passed me a note in whhbhhhhke said that nearly 60 per eent of the




It is also important to remember that the sals of nareotics is a mjor sourece
of revenue for the Mafia and helps to finsnce the widespread operastions of the
erime syndicates,

[ hope the Oongress scts promptly to implement President Nixon's nce-lmtlonﬂ
both in the field of nsrcotics control snd wnemploymsnt insurance.

This is your congre ssman, Jerry Yord, reporting to you from the Nation's

Capital. I'11 be talking with you again next week--ssme tims, same stétion,
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This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington,

et

The other day a news reporter asked me am interesting gmestion, Why, he
wanted to know, is President Nixon asking Congre ss to expand and stmngth?n the
unemployment insurance system at this time, Is the President expecting%w
unemployment?

My answer was simple and, I think, to the point. A man does not buy fire
insurance because he sctually expects his house to burn down, He does so because
he wants to protect himself against that sxemtmakityx possibility,

And so it is with unempléyment insurance, The best time to strengthen the
unemployment insurance system 1s when employment is high, as it 1s right now,

This is why the President has chosen this particular time to ask Congress
to extend unemployment insurance coverege to an additional 4,800,000 workers and
to provide it for workers who are being retrained, The President also recommended
a formula for automatic extension of unemployment bemefits during long-lasting
periods of high unemployment,

There are several points that should be made clear about unemployment
compensation,

Unemployment benefits are not a giveaway, They are earned benefits, They are
paid from a fund into which an employer pays as a kind of tax levied ontehalf of each
man ¥ or woman employed by him, This is like a fringe benefit. It is insurance
bought in the employe's behalf, much as many employers now pay the premiums on

hospitalization insurance for their employes, The worker therefore is entitled to

the benefits he reeeives when he becomes unemployed through no fault of htg\%%.‘?;

Q
-l
There are many benefits to American society as a whole as a result(gfo the
X\ /
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unemployment insurance system,

Unemployment compensation keeps a man and his family off welfare while he
is looking for another job, Money péid out as unemployment benefits also acts to
help keep the economy £x afloat during times when unemployment is high,

President Nixon's plans to expand unemployment insurance cowerage to an
additionel kL,800,000 workers includes 1,600,000 workers now employed in small
firms with less than four employes.

This could be a little rough on these employers, and so the President is
recommending that the Siates use a reduced unemployment insurance tax n&e(f(or
these newly included employers until enough time has elapsed to indicate what
their t rue rate should be,

But it is important that the 4,800,000 additional workers be covered because
many of them are low-wage workers with little job security and no prospect of
terminal pay if they are laid off,

In gddition, the present gap in coverage works a special hardship on minority
employes because a higher percentage of the 1,800,000 involved in the Nixon proposals
i1s nonwhite, as compared with the entire labor force,

I commend the Presideant forwmoving to close this gap at this time.

I also commend the President for legislation hew shaping to attack the
worsening narcotics problem in this country. y

At the last White House legislative meeting I attended I received é Kri.efing

on a bill now being prepared by the Justice Department to deal more effectively with

nereotics traffic and drug addiction, " ik M,&/,g/ W

The President passed me a note in whith-he said that mearly 60 per cent of the

crimes committed in the New York City area involve narcotics in one way or another,



It is also important to remember that the sale of narcotics iz a major source
of revenue for the Mafia and helps to finance the widespread operations of the
crime syndicates,

K hope the Congress acts promptly to implement President Nixon's recommendations
both in the field of narcotics control snd unemployment insurance,

This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from the Nation's

Capital, I'll be talking with you again next week==-same time, same station,

FH#H
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This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, speaking to you from the Nation's
capital,
F = ——rr

As our astronauts blast off on epic jmurneys into space, our eyes m are

fixed on the new-new world of the moon and the stars but our feet remain earthbounds

‘W W‘
And problems that mAto plague us on disksempiex our own sphere
remain very reﬁl. and very much yith us,
-
So it was that the President Mipimmaghx this past week sent the Congress a
.

Medsage urging a wide-ranging and # expanded new effort to deal with the growing
problem of narcotics trafficking and drug addiction,

Time was when drug addiction was primarily a personal tragedy. But now it is
fast becoming a national tragedy as well,

For many years the number of narcotics addicts was stable at around 60,000, Todsay
it is estimated that more than 100,000 Ameriicans and perhaps hundreds of thousands

ProsL sl
are addicted to wumhimmdrugs. The problem has long been a blight in the inner city.
Now it has spread to the suburbs,
g
It is mmmx conservatively estimated that more than 5 million Americans, both
e

Juvenile and adult, have usedgh marihuana one or more times, Twenty to LO per cent
of our college students are estimated to have experimented with marihusnam,@ and
perhaps 5 per cent with ISD,

It is dllso estimated that as many as 10 per cent of the young people who have
tried marihuana have becoms chronic users who devota% portions of their time

to obtaining and wsing this drug. 720

The problem of drug addiction is a complex problem, a dilemma for whic

\"v"—.

no simple solution. It is a problem which required far more than improved and s trengthened



law enforcement, : It is imperative that ‘f“ at the same time we

spsed up our development of treatment and rehabilitation facilitles, our research,

education and information programs, and our training of specialized personnel,
That was the thrust of the President's Message. President Nixon laid before

the Congress a comprehensive and construstive set of proposals for NG

e T —

Bealing with this guysjgimehatvallllly croving national scandal of drug abuse,

The President sl c alled for not just :lm Federal, state and local
cooperation to meet this problem, but international cooperation--new, strong

st
efforts to halt the production S8 of illegal narcotics and the smuggling of such
drugs into the United States,
P
President Nixon proposed powsrful new measures to cops with the $§ traffickers
[
and the pushers, At the same time, he placed ¥ strong emphasis on the need for
compassionate treatment of drug viectims,
w

It is glsbgim just this kind of balanced, overall approach that is meeded

to make the proper attack on this growing national problem.
Wi et SRR
The very moral fiber of our quismsstigs society is threatened by the increasing
P e

use of g dangerous drugs, especially by the young,

DBug addiction is like a cancer, eating away at the community zat-large, And no
small part of the consequence® is that in some sreas a majority of the major erimes

ther

are committed by drug addists who rob% to support their habite,

We are living in a fantastic era--an era of miraculeus schievements, such as

— exce ssi _
our W@k space exploration, but also one oWemissivenes in human G::- behavior,

escapism, and
w carele ss experimentation with dangerous drugs,.

While we press on in our exploration of the secrets of the universe, we must

also deal vigorously with the great problems that face us on earth, Perhaps space



taneously fo.
apmee exploration will yield dividends yet undreamed of as we work

p———
a ¥ better 1life here on earth,

This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington, I
PGS,
invite your comments and your views, Drop me a line when you have time., {5 I'11l

be talking with you again next week--same time, same station,
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Thid is your congressmsn, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington,

For many yemrs after the end of World War II, it wasmnplaco for
people to ask each other, "Where were you on V-E Day?® There will be little or

no need to ask Americans where they were on July 20, 1969, Nearly all of them

ooy

were--of course=-glued to the tube, watchirg two’ww of their countrymen
make an almost unbelievable landing“on the moon, Then, on into the early hours of
July 21, 1969, Americans gazed in awe as their television sets brought them
pictures of Neil Armstrong and B@z Aldrin walking on the powdery surface of ¥

another planet a quarter of a million miles away,

I could not help feeling as my wife Betty and I and the children watched
this greatest of all television specteculars that the moon mission seemed almost
easy; Then I remembered the price we had paid--not enly an estimated §2h billion

in federadl expenditures but also the lives of three gallant astronauts who didn't

make it to the moon, our own Roger Chaffee of Grand Rapids and his buddies Gus

Grissom and Ed White,

It is a jarring thought to think back to the flash fire of Jan. 27, 1967,
that took the lives of Roger Chaffee, Ed White and Gus Grissom, but I think we

should remember.,.ws should rememhber and hono:t" them, just as much as we honor

T LT,

the wie® moon mission men of Apollo 11, Neil Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin and Mike Collins,
Chaffes, Orissom and White also made an heroic contribution to the success of
Apjallo 11, They also helped make it possible for Eagle to land on the moon and

urn to planet earth with information that may unlock the secrets of the universe,

‘UI'\U \

e ]
Now, as we wigk@ge sit back and ponder the incredible journey ot? Apollo’a};l,,
(=]

-t :T: §
)

\ %

\ 6
we are filled with mixed emotions and our thoughts are somewhat“ leiad, y



feel a tremendous pride, But we also are troubled by nagging questions, If we can
mar
put a man on the moon, why can'tulle we solve the problems of the cities? If we can
put a man on the moon, why can't we find ways for men to live in peace on earth?
e
There are, of SR course, no easy answers to these Questions, We must try,
and we must try much harder than we have, This I know, It is easier to put a map

on the moon than it is to resolve the crisis of the citias. The erisis of the cities

W Ly

is an even greatsr challenge than space exploratimm, Not as exciting, But jmibeasre
W L

SRR

in this effort would be just as reward if not more MR so
Pl success effor j a 3‘?8’ °

So we are going to have to constently review our priorities in terms of
demands on the federal dollar and what we know we must do as a Nation and a
people, Then, we must do it.

As for the search for peace, President Nixon has embarked upon another effort
in that direction with his trip to Asia and to Romania, Some Americans may wonder

why the President should visit Romania, It's elear to me that the President is

seoking t o prgmote friendship with those who want friendship with us--and that this

DSBS

e e e S,

peace, whebher t.hose 1nvolved were nat.ions or individual men, At the same time,

R e A i R

[ ]
America and the world should know that President Nixon is Jlg a realist el in
dealing with the Communists, He does not intend to give away something for nothing.
Earlier I spoke of the great competition for the federal dollar posed by our
various national needs and interests, I might mention here and now the great need

i Sy “ -
to protect the dollar so that it dgR will continue to % something,

There are those in Congress who have opposed the President's plan to continue

the surtax at 10 per cent until Jan, I,Adrop it to 5 per cent

I e f
it onf next June 30, WP Some have argued that fPresident's T8 cuts of $ billion



in the federal budget were not enough, Last week the President announced additional
cuts of $3,5 billion in federal spending, just to @@ offset wmmws rises in certain
out o _
feder over which thef§§ Nixon Administration has no contégl--interest on
] : —

ﬂ‘!.
the national debt, dif medicare, social security, civil service retirement bensfits,

publis assistance and veterans benefits, The President is m holding

wm&wwy R T Ny MU A TR T WY I A G PO D =P Ly

axtension 156 01
down federal outlays to the pest of his ability, And I am supporting th
it S D s T A BT S TS B TSI A M SRR DS SEE——

as the best on,at hand ,to fﬁht inflation,

This is your congre ssmsn, Jerry Ford, reporting from Washington, I'1l be with

you again next week--same time, same station.

HHf#
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This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington,

All of us were terribly shocked ‘this past week by mews of the horrible
murder of Karen Sée Beineman of Grand Rapidls, Karen Sue apparently was the
seventh victim of the same killer, since the method used in gll of the slayings
of co-eds in the Ypsilanti-inn Arbor area has been of a pattern,

I feared for Karen Bue the minute I heard she had disappeared, And my first
thought was that there must be a way to mobilize federal, state and loecal police
powers to track down the demented animal who has been pursuing and slgying these
young womsne

On my instructions, my office has been in touch with the FBI here in Washington,
with Gov, Milliken's office and the office of Col, Frederic Davids, the head of the
State Police, and with the Criminal Division of the Federal Department of Justicse,

My contacts with the FBI indicated there was no basis for bringing the FBI
into the investigation of the Ypeilanti-Ann Arbor murders, However, I joined with
the Governor@ in nursing the hope that the Lindbergh Law or the Civil Rights Act
might serve as statutory authority for seeking FBI helpe

Col, Bavids gave ; me a: detailed report on how the Beineman case and
the other cases are being handled, He said arrangements had basen made,‘ aimed
at the best possible coordination of State Police and local police investigative
work, He also noted that the description of Miss Beimeman's suspected killer as
a young o curly-heired man riding a motorcycls was the best lead Michigan
anthorities have had thus far in the series of murders that have horrified the

i T —

PET -
people of WAFadeMR our state,




the case, I consulted legal authorities here with regard to my introducing special

legislation aimed at giving the FBI stasutory authority to come in, But the answer

. e

R M

was that ﬁ such legislation woukd almost certainly be ‘msmemibhiwbkesme unconstitutional,

The last word I had from Col, Davids of the State Police is that "everything
is being done that can possibly be done,"

I don't know whether it might be helpful in the Beineman case or mot, but I
cdrtainly believe that Congre ss should expedite dollar aid for local law enforcement--
an action which hinges on congressional passage of sn gppropriations bill which was in
the Senate when I made this broadcast,

I join with Attorney General John Mitchell in urging that federal aid for
local law enforcement be funded at the full $300 million called for in the authorization
bill already approved by the Congress, And I also commend the Nixon Administration for
going all-out in its efforts to combat organigg crime,

Irefer to a statement made before a Senate Committee last weesk by Mr.

Mitchell, when he said: "In areas of direct federal jurisdiction, we have launched
an all-out attack on organized crime and upon international and interstate traffickers
in illicit narcotics and drug traffic,"

Now I would like to turn to President Nixon's ; global trip in search of
world peace,

First of all, I would like to emphasize that the President is not simply sitting
back, studying the world situation, and reacting to -.";;;:; moves by the
Communist powers, Instead he is taking initiatives for peace--{fll® with his trip to

sWwith his addre ss to the Nation and the world regarding Vietnam,

Europe, /s¥ixwith his relaxation of trade and s#mmser travel restrictions invelv ing
AR,

#pougddy China, and now with his trip to sy Southeast Asia, Saigon, and Romania,




I agree with President Nixon that it is time the North Vietnamsse and the
Viet Cong made a movemsnt which might help Zmadzkpxymsx end the Vietnam War--after
all the concessions we and Saigon havé made, We certainly have opened wide the
door to peace, and President Thieu of South Vietnam has joined us in that effort
by proposing free, internationslly-supervised elections in which tkm Viet Cong
candidates could participate,

This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to 3® you from Washington,

I'11 be back with you again next week—esame time, same station,

H
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This is ® your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington.

This past week the news was @@ bursting with big developments, The most
significant immsiepmewhE® cvents were related to two topics of great interest to
all of us=-peace and texes.

Tax reform and tax relief are on the waygs for the Nation, That we now can
say with alp@WNERp some feeling of certainty.

In dealing with taxes, the House passed and sent to the White House a six-month

surtax extension as a weapon against inflation and then tackled the most comprehensive

tax reform bill in the history of our country.

The tax reform .
legislation is aimed at eliminating inequities in the incoms tax laws. Sl

about
It also is pointed toward cutting everyone's tax rates by * five per cent by
1972,

nearly s
It would take million taxpayers off the tax rolls as too p?or tobe
/

indvrdol 2’
-meewdy all other taxpsyers—

paying income taxes and would cut tax rates forw

Abutidulgde” in two stages,

It is natural that all of us should resent the burden of the federal surtax,
combined with increased State and local taxes, At the same time, low and middle
income taxpgyers feell\/wacﬁely the effects of the inflation stimulated by the heavy

deficit Federal spending of recent years,

Now we are climbing out of this intolerable situatione, We are on the way to "“Mj
\Jnitiated by the previous administration, ,
phasing out the surtaxz We are beginning to get hold of inflation, We are on the

: . d&fd?—' Qe HM’
road to wiping out tax inequities and income tax rates, / g 7,,/' £

W A
ﬁ—? reform is long overdue, It is to President ¥ixon's credit

ORI
that he endorsed tax reform and proposed 13 sweeping changes to the Gongreﬁ Goé}@}\s
\

has built on those proposa.ls4 and we now are moving toward the first major @m/l

Q =
& -
<
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&8
of our tax system in 10 years Tgnd the most comprehensive changes in our history,

I personally am delighted that at long last tgx reform apparsntly will become a

freadod

reality. It is enly because the WNixon—ddmiristration has tightened up on federal
spending that meningful tax reform has becoms possible,

alfar
We also are moving “ toward loanorm as a result of
Samemens

far-reaching changes proposed by' s This, again, 1s a mattér of

great urgency. I certainly will do my utmost to bring about welfare system
changée which will be in the best interests of all the American people, I have
always subscribed to the objeetive of getting people off welfare rolls and onto

payrolls, To every extent possible, we must make self-supporting citizens of

our tax eaters,

I woudd like to turm now to President Nixon's world trip becanse I believe

meaningful
it is the most residential trip in this decadse,

The President's R global tri.p~ signalled the beginning of

important changes in American foreign policy.

Mo O ¥

¥, Nixonls foreign policy declaration on the 1sland of Guam marked a

definite departure from former Pree&dea-t_.lobnsonls-policy of massive intervention

e cast Hoa feen

in -H.the internal affairs of Asian nations through the use of Amerieanw

forces, It means President Nixon is determined there shall be NO MORE VIETNAMS,

After meeting with the President and hearing him discuss the new policy, I .
M
can report to you that uisElRbems Mr, Nixon has declared a "do-it-yourselfiih
doctrine” for the Asian nations, He has told them they can expect sconomic aid and

conbat

/
military ald in the form of arms, but not the use of American in dealing with

internal Mdisordars, This is the new Nixon Doctrine for Southeast Asia.
Ibelieve this is sound policy, I believe it will be good not only for the

United States but also for our Asian friends. It is a building block for a'more stable



worldy a more peaceful worlde It is not isolationism, It is common sense.

President Nixon's visit to Romanis espmelmmswssss zlsc was important, It may

mean m the begimning of a bréakthrough in our relations with Eastern
Europe. As Mr, Nixon said, "Nations can have widely different intermal orders and
live in peace."

This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington.

I'11 be back with you again next week--same time, same station.
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This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you,ZXEXZxsxzXIRzX737X

Congre s is taking a &rmk—mﬂhn;or recess as-ue-oald~tt, When

nd + T
you hear this message, I will actuslly be amemg-you, visiting with people in the
district to get their thinking and to help with their problems, This report to
you on doings in Washington was taped before I left for home,

It is a big break from the pattern of recent years for Congress to take
a mid-session recess, But it is now becoming clear that legislating in the Natimm's
capital has become a yeer-around job, And so some provision had to be made for
young members of Congress with children to get some time off for a summer vacation
with the family, I expect that after Congress reconvenes we will be in session at
least through November and possibly on into December,

This is = good time to report to you on the job Congress has done to date,
what the President has most recently proposed to the Congress, and what the outlock
is for the President's program,

The greatest single accomplishment of the Congress up to this point is the
movement toward tax reform and tax relief,

As you know, the House of Representatives has passed the most comprehensive
tex reform and tax relief bill since the Income Tax Lew first was enacted 56 years ago.,
Nearly six million low-income Americans will be taken off the tax rolls, and nearly
everyone else will have his taxes cut, The standard deduction will be increased, and
tax rates will be reduced in steps running to 1972,

Mgybe you wonder how taxes can be cut when there is so much talk about the

S<ORD

pre 8 <

med to fight inflation, There IS a big need to fight inflation, What/®any people




-

By that I mean that loophSle plugging, action taken to see that none of
e rich escespe paying income taxes, and repeal of the 7 per cent investment tax
credit previously allowed busine ss and industry will bring in $2.,4 billion more
than the Treasury loses through tax cuts for the low-income and middle and uppXer
middle-income groups,
I sxkad would also caution that while the surtax will drop from 10 per cent
to five as of next Jan, 1, the tax bill passed by the House continues it at the
five per cent rate for the first six months of 1970, President Nixon believes this
is necessary to hold down on consumer prices, &mmy So, too, does the Temocratic
chairman of the House Ways and Means Committee, Wilbur Mills of Arkansas,
After 1970 the tax rate reductions will be felt by the Treasury, so that
by the time they tske full effect the Treasury will wind up with a net smnual loss
of more than $2 billion on balance as a result of the tax legislation, . WQ
MM 4 g : )
Th o There is just ome saving factor.
And that is that our grest American economy, tkrmughrxktkexprezsxsxefx assuming healthy
and normal growth, generates sbout $10 billion more in income tax revenue each year,
In reviewing other congre ssional a ction this year, we have to agree that
the Congress has concentrated on quality rather than quantity, This is not bad, Rather,
it is good for the country, We need to digest and to review and to revise and mske
work all of the laws and programs we now have going for us,
There werg, of course, some highly importeant actions tsken by the Congresszx
up to recess time-—approval of the surcharge extension at 10 per cent for six months
by both Houses of congres as a weapon sgainst inflation, spproval by the Semate of
the nuclear non-proliferation treaty, and the Nixon Aswiwmitixx Administration mixvictory

in the Senate on the Safeguard mmtiwkmit missiled defense issue,



2

Meantime, the bulk of President Nixon's program still is in committee,
and the President has just unveiled soms exciting mew proposels, I am confident
most of the President's program will be spproved, He has advanced sound proposals,
proposals which will return the Govermment to the people and will help disadvantaged
Americens get up off their backs and onto their two fest,

not, of course, be reporting to you by radio during hree=-week

congre ssional recess, My next Washington repor to you the weekend of

SePte 6 and 7o, Unti > this is your congressman, Jerry Ford, saying so long
for now,

A e e R
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This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington,.
Developments in Hanoi and Paris eclipsei:?ﬁ-hing else as Congress met again
A M wW ———
after e-3&-week summer recess, The talk here was of Ho Chi Minh's SSENESSR death
and of hints by Hanoi's chie® negotiator in Paris that rapid withdr sval of Americsn
troops from 'ietnam might get the stalled peace talks movin%*m'
T
We are all so snxious to se an end to the Vietnam War that * is

v .
A to believe gHo Chih Minh's departure from the scene signal a big breskthrough

s ’— "‘tr
in the Paris peace talks, Im—daaird’ﬁhis shwpty wishful thinki i L
I‘b is a good guess that whether Ho Chih Minh is succedded by one man or by a
gicse.
ruling group the new @ regime will be just as determined as Ho was to force Communist
rule on South Vistnam,
——— S,
As for the hints by Hamoi @M that a rapid and massive American @ troop
eSS,
withdrawal might break the deadlock at Paris, this SSBEMR may well be trus, After
pms————.
all, ABNAEEANNA for Hanoi this would be an intermediate step in their announced goal
of getting all U.S. troops out of Vietnam,
I think a2 realistic approach to the question of U.S, troop withdrawals from
South Vietnam is that they’.- should be geared tw the growth of South Vietnamese
4 L
strungthl This has to be our guideline unless we are willing to tell WS
oursell¥es that we are going to pull out all of our troops on a massive and unilateral

basis without regard for the consequences,

RS
A WR croup of nine outstanding Americans known as the Citizens Committee for

—

B o,
cORD

Peace with Freedom in Vie tnam recently finished a round-the-world tour gﬁ.‘ch inéﬁgded

P [ .
a week in Wietnam, This group concluded that #lme if @R President N

preqj;p{tously

PH' »\
withdraws @ U.S. ¢ troops from Vie tnam withouj:‘-:regard for South Vietnamese strenéth,



P

"the enemy can reverse the tide running against him...and we willj®@ havé lost more
then 35,000 American lives in vain,"” The Committee for Pegce with Freedom in
; ==
Vietnam is headed by Edmund A, Gullion, dean of {§f the Fletcher School of Law and
Diplomacy at Tufts University,
One last comment on Vietnam, I believe the tide ii running againgt the enemy,

I think this is reflected in the § reduced rate of enemy infiltration from North

g——
Vietnam into South S Vietnam, I also belisve that the death of Ho Chih Minh q

drain M some of the spirit out of the North Vietnamese people,

f= o
so that they will lose some of their determination 3R to pursue the war to what they
d—

would consider a success_ggl conclusion,

I would like to turn now to the Congress and what lies immediately ahead in the
House of Representatives,

This coming week or the following week we will be voting on a proposed

*
Constitutional Amendment emgmishelee which would abolish the Electoral College and
.
provide for direct popular election of the President, I strongly support Sl this
i
amendment, I #B believe it is what the American people want, It is an action which
would do away once and for all with the dﬁ%&w avery four
[}
years=-the danger that no candidate for President eceive a majority of the
electoral vote and the elsction therefore’#qe thrown into the House of
Representatives, I expect the House to approve the amendment by more than the
M
necessary two-thirds ssyjemslbge majority, and I hope the Senate will do likewise gand
s—

that WP three-fourths of the State Legislatures will approve the amendment, This is

a remedy for which the American people have waited too long,

’m
Soon after (NWEEGMER voting on the President Election amendment, the House will

take up extension of the Voting Rights Act of 1965,



I want to see the Voting Rights Act extended but I also belisve it should be
made applicable to all 50 states, not just pointed at the South, I believe, for
instance, that 1f literacy @ tests are bamnned in the Southern states they @ should
also be banned in all other states, This, it seems to me, is only fair,

This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington, If
you have eny problems I can be helpful with, please do not hesitate to write me or

—
to contact my district office on Cherry Street§p in Grand Rapids, I'll be talking

with you egain next week--same time, same station,



. SCRIPT TAPED BY REP. FORD FOR USE BY S5TH DISTRICT RADIO STATIONS WEEKEND OF SEPT.13-1);/69

This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington.

I would like to chat with you about a variety of subjects today, beginning
with President Nixon's order cutting back on direct Federsal construction projects
as a move against inflation,

W

I want to point out that the Niwenm order does not affect the projected Federal
I s dbns miminind. 0ot docnbour’
“ building to be constructed in Grand Rapids’\\ That project is in the property
acquisition stage' and has not reached the point of construction, There were no
1}
Tnds ror the building in the fiscal 1970 Federal budget for that reason. So the
-~ ¥

project is in no@ way’\affectad by the cutback ordsr,

I would also emphasize that the Nixon order does not involve the Federal
highway program or construction of airports, or for that matter any Federzl projects
now under waye

Iet me turn now to two actions taken by the U.S. House of Representatives within
the last few days,

d sentoto
In what I consider ahs!. nifieant move, the House unanimously passedfa bil

which I believe will result im the production of better quality car and truck tires,

=R,
The bill Wl would require tire manufacturers to notify buyers of any defects

A
discovered after the sale of a tire., Ml This was one provision in the g

life of the Peace Corps for another year and permitting appropriations of up t'p $101,1

million to finance %4, I simengly supported the ++3, T also Jjoined with a-House
y tﬁ.r,fl; i e SRR prtelns T e ﬁ“r\"‘(w g
S 0 e e au o Tt ien. TWMWGS
M. wpperd b K. Mo
the_sum-sesght—by the—FixomrAdmimistretion, That amoun'% was $900,000 less than ths




fﬁ,a‘M “ad #K

total appropriated by the Congress for fiscal 1969,
A ~

The House this past week also sl began debating an historic proposal--a

proposed constitutionsl amendment to abolish the electoral c ollege and choose the

President of the United States by direct popular election., I am doing everything

in my power to see to it that this proposed constitutional amendment is approved by

a two-thirds vote in the House, We will get no direct indication of the outcome until

. P

Wednesday, Sgpt. 17, when the voting g begins on el zmendments to the
direct election proposal, I am hoping and predictipg that the direct election
proposal will go through the House @GN} u:lr.zhanged'\:surdim|= ceive Ihe necessary two-thirds

approval,

NZAL,
Ivl-hwﬂ'“*"

The has not considered a major ele ctornll\reform plan for more than a

century, so the current action is indeed of the highest historical significance,

F.
As the House set the stage Wil for its debfate on electoral reform, the House

Republican Policy Committee pledged strong Regublican support for the direct election
=~ ~

[ TNy

method of choosing American Presidents,

T

...
There are differences of opinion on this issuec mmmeg in both Republiean and

Democratic ranks in the House, Moo(( _Some%ill be offering

alternatives to the direct election proposal, But assuming that those alternatives

- axd

fail--and I believe they will-~then an overwhelming number of i House Republicaneh will
support direct election in the final voting,

e -

I support fiirect electionfbscause it is the fairest of all the alternatives to

the electoral college system, It means that the vote of a man er woman in Michiga?#er'

exactly equal to that of a voter in the huge-electoral-vote~package states of New York

end California, for instance, In addition, § the direct election‘xn;mi\womﬁi elimirigte

the possibility of a popular vote winner in a Presidential contest losing the ¥hite



m ”
House in the Electoral College, - Direct election @l® is the only method which
Y .
completely does away with the Electora e L1 belisve the Electora E——
M
should be abolished, It serves no useful purpose.uillgim It simply perpetuates
gEsmesa

inequities and dangers @@ which should have been eliminated long ago.

We must not forget that on three occasions a candidate for the Presidency has
won the largest number of popular votes but has been denied the White House in the
Elscgoral College, And we must not forget the near-crisis we experienced in the

Presidentisl election just past,

This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington, I'll

H F‘
be SR talking with you againgl next week--same time, same station,
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This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington,
S,

Last week President Nixon announced the second phase @ in his policy of
withdrawing American combat forces from South Vietnam as conditions permite

With this second replacement of U.S. troops by South Vietnamese, President
Nixon will have withdrawn 60,000 men from South Vietnam since he took office
last January,

Hanoi and Moscow have pooh=poohed these troop withdrawals and called them
"driblets,” But these statements of course are aimed at trying to offset the

truth in the court of world opinion, The truth is that the United States is

,—_-‘ L}
trying desperately to end the Vietnsm War but the Communists are dmmisssmbe &'w

1t out iemeSePwANeMEOEE i1 the hope of sceomplishing at the bargaining table
what they have been unable to achieve on the battlefield--a complete taksover of
South Vietnam,

As President Nixon declared after announcing the second troop withdrawal, the
withdrawal of 60,000 fmerican troops from Vietnam is a significant step, It means
that the time for meaningful negotiations with the Communists has arrived,

Ibelieve chances ars good for additional troop withdmawals even if there is

no immediate progress at Paris, But these subseqmnt—“ withdrawals will

depend largely on whether the rate of ememy infiltration from North Vietnam continues
o s

to decline, ths level of enemy wSlwEk combat asctivity and of American casualties

declines, and the South Vietnamese armed forces continue to grow in readiness to

(/\\
yske over from the United Statess =
% ~/
\ & y,
I think the Communist leaders in Hanoi are mesking a mistake if tley belM’

American people want U.S. forces withdrawn in massive numbers from Vietnam in 4@

precipitous retreate This woudd wipe out the credibility of American commitments in



Asia and would be a crushing blow to American prestige throughout the world, What
we want is a negotiated settlement of the Vietnam conflict which will simply allow
free alec

the Sputh Vietnamese to determ or what govermment they wish to live,

Here in the Congress the House of Representatives has been engaged in historiec

—
dehate over Jms the proposal to elect the President by direct popular vote, I
supported
% this move to do away entirely with the electoral vote system becauss
direct election is the only way to make the vote of each citizen in our country
count exgetly the same, All of the alternative proposals--the district plan and the
proportionate plan--would weight the votes through a system of intermediate steps,
Plans of that kind diminish the integrity of the imdividual vote., For that resson
A

I ciownipsmlPER strongly urged every member of the House to support the proposed
Constitutional Amendment providing for direct elsction of the President,

The House of Representatives interrupted its debate on the electoral vote system

’—ﬁaﬁ-’-—-_
last Tuesday to meet jointly with the United States Senatcsusiemessssssm as a forum

to honor the W three Amsricans who flew to the moon, I wes
privileged to be a member of the committee of congressmen and senators who escorted
the thres astronauts into and out of the House Ghamber,

It was a pleasure to hear the crew of Apollo 11 speak, JThere was no bombast,
no bragging, no fancy oratory. There was, howeger, some simple eloquence, #nd it
€ame chiefly from the one man in the three-man crew who had to stay in the mother
ship, Columbia, while the spidery craft, Eagle, touched down on the moon!s surface
with Neil Armstrong and Edwin Aldring

I think MG sstronant Michael Collins probably expresssd the prevai}ing

spirlt in America when he told the joint meeting of Congress: ‘e cghiot launch our

planetary probes from a springboard of poverty, disctimination and unress.  But



v
Uy

neither can we wait until each and every terrestriall problem has been solved, Such
g

logiC 200 years ago would have prevented expansionge westward past the Appalachian

Mountains, for assuredly the eastern éeaboard was beset by problems of great

urgency then, as it is today, Man has always gone where he has been able to go.

It is w that simple, He will continue pushing back his frontier, no
matter how far it may carry him from his homeland,”
[ e d
With Michael Collins' @ld eloquent words I sgree, This is your congressman,
Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington, I'1l be talking with you again next

week=--same time, same statione

H#titF
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This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, r sporting to you from Washington,
I know of nobody who is not Eleased that President Nixon has cancelled draft
calls for S0,000 men during the months of November and Decembsr and spread out the
P e s PRI oot ]

T

October draft call over the next three months, As one newsmen remarked when he

heard the samnouncement: ®™Merry Christmas IM
— Ia ‘ T

It amazed@ly me, therefare, to hear some college students putti wn the
R ——— 'a-

SRR

news by saying the President was simply trying to blackmail Americans who otherwise
would be inclined to protest against ghe Vietnam War,
A
I really do not know what the President hss to do to convince somc <P reople
o

that he is honestly trying to end the war, short of simply throwing in the towel
and c¢z211ling all of our troops home immediately,.

Rather than talk of bleckmail, those who are anxious to see a quic\ «and to the

J s
Vie tnam War at ob;]ectiv_e by supporting ths Pr

Vietnam policy and his efforts to mweform the draft,

m\
The President is @determined to Vietnamiz‘a‘the war by gradually el turning

more and more of the combat operations over to the South Vietnamese and bringing

our men home in phased withdrawals, Meantime he is also pre si$4f05 a brezakthrough

— ——

in the negotiations at Paris,

Iy
On the subject of the draft, the President has moved to NN 1imit the

S ORI s

G,
draft to 19-year-olds, so that the emmesismim time that a young men wonders if he will

-

be drafted is limited to that one year, This would 1ift a terrible burden from ihe

AT

W, oldio g bnadls =
aibs.

%2* to 26-ze_ ar=-ol

The President sent Congress his proposed lottery system for the drai‘m

Q
<
4 Congress has not acte'd’in the many months since that date. So now the Fngiéent hés

\___/



served notice that if the Cohgre ss does not act before the end of this ysar, he
e s e

will take iGN action «gplEeewlNENNlsies sinilar to the lottery system by

Executive order, Actually, all Congreéss would have to do to allow the President
P

to imstitute a lottery or random selection draft system is to repeal one senkence

W
in the 1967 Selective Service Act. That santence specifies that the oldest ek men

in any draft Eool must be called first,

To get back to el egeegijygy -nti-iar protests, it is just such actions
T e it

v
on the part o%ﬁ;i'cans which wwsewil persuade the hawks among ¢k North ietnﬂsse

—— P S
leaders that they #® should drag the war ozﬂ:_.and refuse to neﬁotiate ——

- -

Paris,
w

\ At
At one time the anti=war mova.gﬁ 3 purpose of pushing the national

administration toward negotiation and gway from a miTitary solution in Vietnam,
SR st TR, L

ARSI

But now the stronger and louder the protest movement in the United States the

less chance dmmske there is that the hawks among the leadership in North Vieipam will
[T ]

WA I 0 GEEeSuareWSSTRmCR: g

decide to seek a compromise solution in Paris, That ‘is the trgesz of the i

= e =g

one-dgy American anti-war students! s trike scheduled for Sl Octe 15.
P e e ] oy AT P

Nobody can argue with the right of the studepis s to conduct the strike, But
I would seriously question their wisqom in doing soybscause I think they are working
against their own obqectives in the process,

The situation in Vietnam g}mroved for our side, That is why it was

possible for the President to cancel the November and Dscember draft calls,.

How wrong it is for a_rz:ﬂmerican to pooh—pc_)g_hs such develogments snd toflig try to
g —— m—

o

cut the ground out from under the President's peage efforts,
e Umppensee - AR -

M ‘ :
0 d v i  si ¢
ur second troop withdrawal P from Vietnam is a clear sign of good faith

R

g
1
to North Vietnam, It's ti&e‘ for the 0123_;' side to U m.a-.__ylge‘ good on the words of



their chief negotiatir, Wikaeaesheieumtiies \c you nay recall, he recently

s

—
sald that further reductions S of &merican trpops in Vietnam could improve

prospects for a breakthrough in @ negotiations at Paris, The North Vietnamese now
AT AR b ETROEIRT e W L aamacd g BT,

should translate these words into actiong
pumte,,
I am here in Washington to serve you, If there is any way#® in which I can

help you, please write me, This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to yém

from Washington, I'll be back with you again next week--same time, same statione

HHH
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This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington,
Responses to my congressional questionnalre have literslly been pouring into
P e - .
my office, Theglt wlume of returns has been excellent.,.just @b greats There is
still time for those of you who have not yet filled out and sent back the questionnaire

fo do so, The more returns I receive, the more complete will be the sampling of

-

e
opinion in B Kent and Ionia Counties on thé%n the questionnaire.

There have been many developments in Washington on which I would like to

commente
Michigan=-and particularly West Michigan=~can t &e pride in the election of
£ Tp se City -
U.S. Sénator Robert P, Wi&ﬁnt minority leader of the Senate, What
Senf Griffin's elevation to this position of national leadership means is that his
colleagues in the Senate recognize what the people of Michigan have known all along=-
that Bob Griffin is a man of unusual ability and leadership qualities,

The U.S. House of mﬁepresentativas recently passed legislation which
would establish a Council on Environmental Quality, a group of ppominent and qualified
Americans to preserve and protect our air, water and other natural resources. I voted
for this bill and hope that the Senate will approve it quickly. We gghave a2 Cabinet-
level Council on Environmental Quality established by order of Pfesident Nixon on

O O, p—.

May 29 but we meed to agemiiieg» cro-te an organizationff of e xperts to back up

the Cabinet-level Council, This is the function the Nouse-passed bill would fulfill,

Moving a 1ittle closer in point of time, I have introduced in the House a bill

ragsed the benefifis, and our elderly need all the help they canget, So I M&



5

Congress will move fast to increase Social Security benefits emough to fully
offset all rises in the cost~of-living since the last Social Security increase
took effect, m“'\ C'Za'“‘*?‘-n

—— e e

Meantime the @il House g Judiciary Committee has begun hearings on

legislation I introduced to fight the flood of pornegraphic material which is R

A i e,

@Yhlp reashing homes throughout the nation by mail, Ons of my billsyjjiile would

prohibit the dissemination of obscene matter to homes where children 16 years of age

or younger reside, The other would require smut peddlers to obtain the permission
“~

of a prospective g customer in advance before mailing him any pornographic

adve rtising mterial,

Responding to public demand for a crackdown under existig law, the Nixon
Administration has qQuietly mounted sn extensive campaign against huge mail-order
distributors of pornography. 4s a result, I am pleased to report, 20 persons and
22 companies have been indicted during the past eight months on charges of
distributing obseene materials,

p———— p—.

The House Armed @NARNNERN Services Committee has @ begun hearings on draft
reform as requested by Presidemt Nixon, Ehe proposed change would permit the
President to institute a lottery or random selsction system for picking draftees, 2

. ]

The House 4B recently passed census legislgtion which permits the Federal Goverhment

-
to obtain the information it needs for intelligent decision-making but at the same

time protects the rights and privacy of our citizens,

The Nb@rﬁjzm:s unveiled a new general farm program aimed at making
efficient fermers @ degeng'ig EI‘ on governmept subsidies mdm,

ZS'/ZZZ.Af%w¢¢¢<a~\,;§ézggtt:
- ‘ , of egri TO1Y .

et 3
Mach attention is being focused here on the #il® demsnds by some members of




Congre ss that we set a deadline for getting our troops out of Vietnam,
My feeling is that such demands underfaine the efforts of our President to end
A

the Vietnam War in an honorable way. What the deadline setters are saying is that

Prerid z—«ﬁwhﬂ—d{

i
we should throwfi@ in the towel=-- and go hime,
/Zf/«-[mw 8«\,/;74” myéﬂ'mwxsmmm

I sgy that all Amerlcans @8 should united behind the President ‘in his’efforts to

bring about a negotiated settlement in Paris, And those who hsve planred an anti-war

=l AT A, Mwﬂﬂnku%

proyest for Oct, 15 should imetemd spend their time Erg‘ing that the President will
A

M

be successful, i’w, PM

This is Jerry Fordgy rspgn'ting to you from Washingtone I'1l be talking with you

again next week=--same timo, same station.
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This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington.
e —
In most spmmigm important recent action, the House of Representatives debated
and approved a $21.3 billion military procuremsnt bill,
During the tihree days of debate on the bill, the House voted twice on the

d’e l’y ’mﬂ&uh“-,.‘; s
vital question of whether to *Pmsident Nixon's gummysessd Safeguerd

.
anti-ballistic missile systems In both irstances the House gave very @m strong

support to the President.'d/ W"W’ " !E ’

The first decision came on a standing vote in which ABM opponents sought to
all but research and development funds That effort lost

219 to 105,

The final test was a straight up-or-dowr @Bvote on whether to proceed with

p—-
deployment of the ) Safefguard ABM at the two missile sites in Montana and South
Dakota. On that vote, deployment was approved by a rolleall tally of 270 to 93.
g

So although the Senate approved @ initial deployment of the Safeguard missile

defense system only 51 to 50, the House gave the proposal resounding endorsement--first
el

on g teller vote of 2 to 1 and then on a rolleall vote of 3 to 1,

With this vote of confidence by the House of Baplﬁsentatives, President Nixon

(" Tt

now can deal with the Soviet Union from a position of strength in the @l strategic
arms 1imitation b alks expected to begin soon,

The final version of the $21,3 billion military procurement bill will be
hammered out by a Houss and Senate conference committee and then submitted to the

mﬁ( :

two bodie s of the Congress for S second-round approvale, The bill will

then go to the President. N

Critics of the military lost on more than a dozen attempts in the Houss\$o cut.



D

back on hndrgr various idems or weapons systems, includ money for a new bomber

and funds for a new Freedom Fighter plame,.

The House did, however, impose tighter restrictions on the reporting, movement
and testing of chemical and biological warfare agents, That, I think, was a very
good move, We camnot be too careful in connection with the testing of chemical and
biological wuﬁare weEgey o gonts,

5 o

There was another recent developmentAwhich I believe is highly 4R significant,

gt

That was President Nixon's endorsement of @l direct popular election of the
President, the proposal which was overwhelmingly approved by the House of
Representatives,

W’
Now that Mr, Nixon has given his [ ] blessing to dirsect popular elsction I think
SRS T =
the proposal has a far better chance of wimning Yyl two-thirds approval in the
United States Senate and getting the approval of the required three-fourths of the
states,

There is, of course, virtudlly no possibility that 38 states--the necessary

't[mﬁ ‘ W
Mwﬂl spprove this proposed constitutional amendment in time for @ it
tobe effective in 1972,
\W- — S o i
The reason is that only 30 of the state laegislatures *Tneet in 1970, and as
- P i

the proposed smendment is drawn it M would not go into effect until the Jan. 21¢4;
following its ratification, To be effective with the 1972 election, the amendment
would have to be apmroved by the 38th state no la{fer than Jan, 20, 1971, That just
isn't in the cardsc ¥F I <y hope that the momentum needed to get ratification
will continue despite the time lag involved,

p-
In stillg® another development, I have learmsd thest Grand Rapids is offering ¢

i
the Housing smd Urban Development Department a prototype site under ¥R Secretary George



‘Romney's Operation Breakthrough Program, The idea behind the program is to build
prototype low-cost housihg on eight selected sites in various sections of the country,
These mrototypes will become the models for volume production of low-cost quality
housing at prices our eitizens can afford to pay. Operation Breskthromgh is a challenge

to the construction indush'y! and to all% other industry to come up with
N

—-""‘""""F"'t -
mew ideas, mew designs and methods, I certainly hope Sufiswssislemise the Grand Rapids
M
site is «hwsmemgp among tlose chosen,
gaismEi
This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, Smpusiss reporting to you from Washington,

I'11 be talking with you again mext week==-same time, same station,
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This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington,

Since I last talked with you, the days here have been crowded with events,

The most spectacular happening, of course, has been the Vie tnam Moratorium,
But there have also been other developments of importance to the Anari.can people,
and I would like to comment on these before discussing the Vietnam 8ituation.

One of these developments dealt with water pollution control and the amount
of money to be appropri.?ted by the Congress this fiscal year to help local
communities build ‘sewage treatment plants,

There is no question that water pollution control is one of the country's
top priorities,

On that basis, the House Appropriations Committee looked at the President's
request for $21 million in pollution control funds and boosted it to $600

o (¥ mo
millie Meantime, a group of House members decided the appropriation should be

increased to $1 billion, This wasll\/:l‘o,;m the fgot that all but 18 states would

R
be unable to use the extra funds that #M would be made available as federal
matching money under the $1 billion appropriationy asserplieisttabite-onioblng

b o

Those House members who sought the $1 billion appropriation ignored the fact
that the Congress earlier this year imposed a strict spending limitation on the
R, .
President, a spending ceiling he is alregdy finding it Sl extremely <ERSNEENS
difficult to stgy under,

/ FORDN
When the House considered all sides of the situation, House members 1y @

<‘

— ©
wted, 148 to 146 to stay with the Wicommittee's $600 million figure, and then
Ll
overlhelmingly q:proved 11ut10n control bill on final assage. -

e W z '@
In anotKer recent development, the “House ¥ did disre its unction ‘

gl progpom T Ko Thik. puban [T foradlomes 105F SriaL



e

'a':zﬁ.'.“".
against exce ssive federal spending and voted a federal employe paywslEm raise
SR vhich * add $1.5 bidlion to federal expenditures this fiscal year and
would boost federal spending m thereafter by more than $4 billion
a year,

The chief defest in the bill is that it would knock out hopes for the
President's proposal to creste a government-owned, self-supporting postal
corporation, Under that plan, postal employe pay would be set through

g
collective bargaining and not as a result of “ pre s sure on tha Con ﬁss.
%ﬁ ,446&/

I have to say that the pay bill approved by the House last %Wﬁ

{1l-considered legislation, If it aléo passes the Senate, I believe the President

will veto ite

Now the 'ietnam Moratorium, I understand complegely how those taking part

i A iR

in the Moratorium felt, Frastrationg Anxiety, A host of emotions
were involved,

p——"
And that is precisely the point. The ¥l Moratorium was an outpouring of

emotiony, an out@uing of feeling which North Vie tnemese leaders find a ready
subject for exploit Y
I do notqiestion the motives of most of the demonstrators. But

I was not at all suxpr!ises to see the premier of North Vietnam address an
open letter to the American pecple in which he praised the demonstratars for
"their fall offensive" aimed at forcing President Nixon to withdrsw 211 U.S. troops

from Vietnam immediately, ,#-.m

R N

The attempt by the North Vietnamese leaders to exploit the moratorium was

not something to go unchallengedy “ And so Senate Republican Leader Hugh

Scott and I.introduced resolutions in the House and Senate urging the demonstrators

N



to repudiate this blatant and insolentﬁnintrusion into Americen

affairs by the premier of North Vietnam and to disassociate themselves from

his statement,

«. ghate of affairs in this S
I think it 13 - e l sad commentary on the % Nation Guleesiamr 1f
Cnfm«,\.‘w{ M, f?lw"‘7

an enemy paul '\m is able to seize upon a public demonstration in

America ' and turn that demonstration to its own purposes,
This is your congressmsn, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington,

I'll be talking with you again next week--same time, ssme station,

i
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This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, r eporting to you from Washington.

First of all, I want to announce that th® responses to my congressional
questionnaire now are being tabulated and I will be reporting the results to
ARy emmETEMENSY
you shortly, I received a tremendous number of returns, The usual number is
P i S

about 10 per cent of all of the questionnaires mailed out to all addresses in a

congressional district, The response to my questionnaire was far in excess of

thate So I am greatly pleased,

SRS ——

P
Many @B people in Kent and Ionia Counties wrote comments on the questionnaire

cards——comments I had invited because I want to krow as fully as possible what my

constituents are thinking, Others wrote me letters because they wanted to say

more than the space for comment on the questionnaire card allowed, I was very

glad to get these comments, They represent the pulse of the people.

P i
The Wll® bulk of the comments centered on two topies of great concern today--

inflation and the Vietnam War,

et SRS
The comments on 4yiNNeER both inflstion and the war reflected impatience--an
S

impstience I understand completely, Wil These comments also indicated a need for
greater knowledge of what the Nixon Administration is doing to deal with inflation
and the war,

The best explanation of Administration policies on inflation is contained in
a little-publicized letter which President Nixon sent recently to business and labor

leaders, In this lstter, the President set forth an anti-inflation formula w

C";
the only alternative to either runawsy inflation or an inflationaackdown chwould
il et -
\9 /
. " ="
surelz produce a recession and deep mElEy unemployment., That formuls is contame'a in
S

one words RESTRATNT,. Sglf-disciplina on the part of government, business and labor,
e

Sedfersas - b -— [
AV e G R e [ LI et

The Administration is employing restraint by holding down on government spending
o



=2

‘0‘4’ keeping a tight check on the nation's money supply. Now it is up to business and

W
s )
labor to follow tmﬁlﬂreﬁyffw Administration, The same is true

of the consumer,..because, after all, M prices in todgy's

-

market place still g are affected by supply and demand.

It is the lavw of supply and demand that the President was referring to when he

A.'
t0ld busine = siiglge® leaders that "the business that commits errors in pricing on
the up side, expecting to be bailed out by inflation, is going to find itself in a
ey,
poor competitive position,"” "Betting on wimge ever-higher prices is a sure way of
" [}
! M

losing, % é/w"’! E

At the same time, the President told labor leaders: "It is in the interest of
every union leader and workingman to avoid wage demends that will reduce the purchasing
power of his dollar and reduce the number of job opp@rtunitieso" That may not be easy
to see, but that is what happens when pay increases are crarked into the price of

g P

S ——— B

AT R R
products and passed on to all consumers in the form of ilje ever-higher prices.

ﬂ—"‘

Restraint,
” as the President said, is not pleasent medicimee, But we have to take it

=

if we want to cure inflation, And the Administration is determined to do so,
w w' P it

In looking at the Vietnam situation, I have before me a White House pgper which

p— A,
compares the situation in Vietnam now with what it @ was esills on Jan, 20 when President
S
Nixon assumed the Presidency. This paper shows B conclusively that President Nixon
has made bold moves in the search for peace in Vietnam--offering to negotiate on every
- L

point except the right of the South Vietnamese to decide their own future, pulling

60,000 American troops out of Vietnam...l2 per cent of all our forces thers and 20

per cent of our combat forces, greatly speeding up the Vietnamization process by which

wWe are gradn;lly turning the war over to the South Vietnamese, greatly reducing
S e

casualties so that casualties during the first nine months of this year are one-third
GO R —



le ss than in the first nine months of last year and the lowest currently that they
E— W

..
have been in about three ysars, migmm changing our combat policy in Vietnam from one
of search and destroy to one of protective reaction,

In short, Presidend Nixon hes been wind%dom the war and at the same tims

has made moves that should have produced a breakﬂn'g_qgli at Paris except for the

s tubbornness of the other side,

This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington, I'll

be talking with you sgain next week-—same time, same station,

#H
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This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington.

I would like to tealk with you todgy about a variety of items, beginning with
Vietnam,

Great interest is centering right now on what President Nixon will tell the
Nation on Nov, 3 when he discusses ™where do we go from here" in Vietnam, The
President talked about his speech with me and other congre ssionsl leaders earlier
this week but cautioned us not S to specuﬁ.ate on what he was going to say. He
EE, however, tell us that his speech would be reassuring to the American people.

=

I found that most heartening, Other than that, I can say nothing except that the

President's speech will be a broad, compreheﬁiva review of the situation in

Pt

Vietname I think the speech will be timely and significant.
g

mm—

I personally have been predicting that more than half of our troops will he

P
withdrawn from Vietnam #® within a year from now, -.Fi'.s observation is Wl
PE——

a cumulative impression based on all I have esssssll heard in White House meetings
with the President and others, It is not based on any advance knowledge of what the
President will say on Nov, 3,

There is ‘.a mood of cautious optimism on Capitol Hill regarding Vietnam, mmh
A ’he feeling of optimism also springs'® in part from the fact that the
Soviet Union has finally agreed to a begimning of Strategic Arms Liniii‘ation Talks,

p I,
the so-called SALT talks, Thosef talks will begin Nov, 17 at Helsinki, @ENNEMFinland,
P —

I don't think we should get all emmiskmsix excited about the @B SALT talks and

expect that tlsy inevitably will produce beneficial results, We are all hope ! ,ﬂof' /

-
(-

course, Bubt we must realize that the talks probably will drag on for a long ” ’ and"‘;k
’ E—

il

that the subject of the negotiations is most diffigult and complicated, I would like

to mske this observation: The agreement by the Soviet Union to begin the talksP



]

T ths fears of those who opposed the Prdsident's anti-ballistic missile system
on the ground it would hamper any moves toward arms control, I have long contended
) L *
that, rather than blocking such talks, action by the Unit.ed States to impigssisiss deploy
the ABM would be an incentive to the Russians to talk abouf @ arms econtrol,
fee—sss i) — anm———
As we spedk of Vietnam and arms controly it is also natural that we conaider
o
the draft. This is what Congress now is doing @@ in response to President Nixon's
request that we adopt a system where a young man is vulnerable to the draft for only
L
i d of e o W t th
o;:;e year, instead of seven years as at present hen that one year is over, the young

man knows he will not be taken except in case of national emergency, Those who are

deferred for good reason become one=year=vulnerable when that defexﬁent ends, So all

P o
g —’-__-

would be
sed to the draft=-but o for one year
JIBTbosed to the drafte-but only for ons year.

"—\
I believe the Vietnam situation will improve asmiémimmkly snough in the coming
months so that next year Congress could begin laying the groundwork for ending the
gem——
draft and going to an all=volunteer Army, As @ President Nixon's program of
(o=
phasing out U.S. combat@ forees in Vietnsm and phasing in Southvietnamese forces

progresses, we Will have a substantially lessened need for draftees, For that I
Esmr—m— S S ——— ———

pr—

am terribly thankful, Meantime, I think wm Congress should give the President the

P
power he asks to revise§ present draft procedures,

SR,

Congre ss recently moved in another area--the housing field--to build a better

America, The House passed a $5 billion housing bill, different in some respects from
A

a (RSN $6.3 billion bill passed earlier by the Senate. Now the two houses of

Congress will have to act to resolve their differences,

ﬁ
The most significant wsmmsmssssms changes in the House bill open the way to build

chesper housing faster and call for a replacement of razed homes in urban em reneval

areas on a one=for-ons basis,




The provision to help build cheagper homes more qQuickly is congressional
backing for Housing and Urban Development Secretary George Rommey's "Operation
M
Breskthrough." That is a program dumigmssi to find ways to build’; low-cost housing
on a mass production basia.‘ A number of such projects will be launched on an
4 experimental basis in various of our cities. Grand Rgids is one of the
p— 4/49&
cit iesf}t which has offered uch prototype housinges I hope Grand Rapids
is one of those cities selected,

This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington, I'll

be talking with you again next week=--same time, same station,

i i
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This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, ggm reporting to you from Washington,
P

Today I want to talk with you about a WP varisty of ¢ui@ topics...action by
the Congress and other important developments here in the Nation's Capital,

The most significant happening here, of course, has been President Nixon's
address to the netion on Vietnam, and the show of support for him that followed that
speech,

As you know, thousands of telegrams in support of the President!s Yiotnam

e s
policy poured into the White House after #R Americans heard Mr, Nixornd explain
- .V
why & he has chosen to pursue mplan for peace in "ietnam and has rejected

immediate withdrawal, 9 Aecwrenden .

I think this tremendous show of support for the President was EgssseauSlle

a
primarily x response to four sentences in his Vietnam speech, "Iet us be united

for peace, Iet us alsobe united against defeat, Because let us understand: North

Vietnam cannot defeat or humiliate the United Statig. C_)_ng Americans can do that,"
a—

I agree completely with this statement by President Nixon, And I feel sure that

—
a solid majority of allf Americans agres with him too,

rmeis—

That Is why I believe the second Vistnam Moratorium,lllls planned for Nov, 13
%
through 15 will not only fail to arouse greater support for immediate GESNEER U.S.
[, A’

withdrawal from Vietnam but will boomerang on Sl those who @SR urge 2 U.S. surrender
in Vietnam

Ons reason I believe the Vietnam Moratorium next week will boomerang is that

R

while some of the @ leaders are simply idealistic young men others are dedicated

M
American Communists, It is NSNS Communists like David Dellinge

-4 ~/
>

/

‘,.9 /
members of the New Mobilization Committee to End the War in Vietnam who wilh-ha lefding



=P

A Moratorium 4’ in Washington on Nov, 15, I believe the American people

will feel repelled by this demonstration and will mgke their feelings kmown,

President Nixon has made clear what the choice for America is in Vietnam:
G D>7oat by the Communistseewhat I call an American Dunkirk in Vietnam--or
his pursuit of WP a peace with honor either through negotiations or through
Vietnamization of the war,

As the President has said, the consequences of an American defeat in Vietnam
would be a disaster of the greatestf) magnitude=-¥a collapss of confidence in
American leadership not only in Asia but throughout the worldy"/gnd, ultimately, it
would not bring peace but more war,

SRR

Now there are S a number of other items to which I would Tike tocall your
attention,

The House of Representatives, by an overwhelming vote, has passed a bill which
would allow President Nixon to establish a lottery system=-a true random selection

) J
system=-for picking draftees, @B Unfortunately, the Democratic leaders in ths

P‘
Senate have indicated therofff® will be no Senate sction on this bill, I hope the
@agP members of the Senate will enter into a gentlemen's agreement to approve the
g P

one change in the @ draft law the President is asking for now and @#take up comprehensive
reform of the draft law next year, This is the course of action which is indicated now,

[ 3
It is vital for P our young peoprle, It is vital for the Nation,

In recent actions, the House of Representatives peassed a measure to
profsct coal miners, It requires mine owners to adopt safety practices recommended by
Praesideht Nixon and the House Eddcation and Lsbor Committee,

The House also has passed a bill providing Federal funds to help seho?'}.é educate

their pupils on the dangers of drug abuse, This %'m‘%% 'fee-year program in drug abuse



education,
p—

Finally®, I want to point out that SuSEENIMNM President Nixon has sent the
Congre ss proposals to greatly strengthen protection for the American consumer, He
is ssking for a fair deal for the consumer in the merket place, He proposes a
Buyer's Bill of Rights that would set up a mew Office of Consumer Affairs, strengthen
the Federal Trade Commission, and in other ways protect the consumer against fraud
and dishonestge I hope the Congress acts soon on the President's consumer proposals,

This is your congressman, Jerry Fordd, reporting to you from Washington, I

will be talking with you sgain next week-esame time, same station,
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This is yowr cangre ssman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington,

There have been some significant news developmsnts in the last few days, and
I want to c ogment on them. But first .I would like to sum up some recent
congre ssional actions.

The House has just passed and sent to the Senate an extension of the Federal
Aid Highway Act. The House gave the Administration three more months to e stimate
what it willge@l cost to complete the infberstate highwsy system.

The highway bill &lso included a $1.5 million authorization to keep alive
the highway beautification program which began in 1965, The House kept in the bill
the present pensglty of a 10 per cent loss of highwgy construction funds for any
state which fails to submit plans for tearing down by July of 1970 all billboards
that are within 660 feet of state and primary highways,

pom——

Prior to that action, the House g spproved and sent to the Senate a bill
which authorizes appropriatiom of up to $2.2 billion for foreign aid for
fiscal 1970, This amount was roughly $L00 million less than the President asked,
And the amount that will : be appropriated by the Congress for actual
axpenditure will undoubtedly b So

I have consistently supported the principle of foreign aid because I believe
it is a program which promotes world peace. But I have also supported cuts in the

dollar amounts spent on the program,

The House neewmbbpmsimm =nd Senate rechAntly approved and sent to ths Whits House
a $7.5 billion farm appropriation bill for fiscal 1970, Inddoing this, the Congress

deleted a $20,000 annual ceiling on individual farm subsidies, The ceili;ry@

RO\
JIRED &N\

& @
Q =

= = =
subsidies was eliminated e because it would have triggered an old for&@la which”/

s

would have cost the taxpayers far more in subsidy payments to individual farmers.



The mos’c.: significant recent action on the national scene was President

Nixon's decision to take the United States out of the field of germ warfare,
. P ——
Germ warfare is actually too horrible to wymgmphms contemplate., *“nd it is
possible that President Nixon's action eliminating bacteriological wesapons from
Mu Pt
yhe United States mmsmsmm arsenazl will lead to an ixit.erna'cional ban on g germ
warfare,
g A — —
T e personally feel that diliifisbemesisesetiismhbeiomipnbasiitnicalg, o
Px P
germ wugare ban could @ very well have a fj@favorable impact on the strategic
arms limitation talks now taking place between the United States and the Soviet
UniOn.
pa—

The psychological impact is yim® there, becaunse by taking itself out of the
field of germ warfare the United States is once more demonstrating its devotion
to peacs,

It seems significant, too, that just this @@ past week the United States and
the Soviet Uhion ratified the nuclear non-proliferation treaty,

The strategic arms limitation talks--or SALT talks, as they are known--have
now moved through their second week, These are preliminary talks, aimed at finding
common ground for the two nuclear giants of the world to find ways of curbing the
nuclear arms race.

(0N = = g—
There appear to be a few encouragihg signs of @ serious @ Soviet @R intentions,
Amerieasm disarmament specialists are saying that they see a more pronpunced

Soviet interest in arms controls than at any time in recent memory,

Of course, we must be cautious, And we are being cautious, In an earlier ers,

we would have called such signs & thaw in the Cold War, Bu% think of Joviet support

of the North Vietnamese and Viet Cong in Vistnam and of the Soviet-led invasion of



Czechoslovakia, and we keep our feet on the ground and our heads out of the clouds,
We must be cautious and realistic--at the same time hoping 2gainst hops that the
SALT talks will move the world wiigiumem at least ingll some measure away from
possible nuclear destruction,

I think a realistic approach to the SALT talks will mske the chances of
success gll the more likely,

This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Wash ington,

I']1l be talking with you sgain next week--same time, s ame station,
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This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington.
A tremendous show of support by the House of Representatives for President
[ S
Nixon's efforts to negotiate a just peace 3l in Vie tnam--and the first use of
the lottery system to pick draftees since World War II,... These were the
highlights in the news this past week,
-
—333%5S—

The House voted overwhalminglﬁin favor of the Vietnam resolution backing

President Nixon,

(/]
[ What the resolution said was this: Resolved, that the House of Representatives

affirms its support for the President in his efforts to negotiate a just peace in
Vietnam, expre sses the earnest hope of the people of the United States for such a
peace, calls attention to the numerous peaceful overtures which the United States has
made in good faith toward the Government of North Vietnam, approves and supports the
principles enuncisted by the President that the people of South Vietnam are entitled
to choose their own government by means of free elections open to all South Vietnamese
and supervised by an impartial international body, and that the United States is willing
t0 abide by the results of such elections, and supports the President in his call
PN

upon the Govermment of North Vietnam to announce ® its willingness to honor such
elections and to abide by such results and to azllow the issues in controversy to be

ﬂm
peacefully wmmeismmx so resolved in order that the war may be ended and peace may be
restored at last in Southeast Asia.'

Lo |
Now, what does this resolution mean? a peace resolution, What it does

is tt/ strengthen the President's hand in the Paris negotiations because it shows_the

‘U 41(

strong support the Presidemt has on the part of both political parties in

for the kind of peace he is trying to achieve, i



iDm

= [
This resolutionmsi@e® rdcognizes the fact that the American people sk want peace
- R, g——

in Vietnamsgyguinraifgiiies =nd not surrender, because they know that surrender @i might
well mean the outbreak of a new KoreanTWar in 1970 or the encouragement of new
Communist @@ aggression elsewhere,

The$ House resolution on Vietnam is an expression of unity. Democrats and
Republicans worked on it together and both parties backed it. The chief sponsor was

G R ]

Repe Jim Wright of Texas, a Democrat, I worked with him on iguysdbissiggthe resolution
and helped to draft it.

Jim Wright and I worked together because we know=-as all -ooum{::ohinkmg Amsricans
do=--that unity in America is needed more in time of war than at any other time,

P

The @ Vietnam resolution adopted by the House declares to friend and foe alike

that despite some differences in viewpoint on the Vietnam conflict the members of the
W et W

Hows e of Representativ&s/@re firmly behind President Nixon as he works for peage in
Southeast Asia,

Turning now to the draft lottery, I want to say I was glad to see the random
selection system findlly put to use as recommendsd by President Nixon,

The lottery conducted this past week will affect some 850,000 young men in the HiNED
19-to=26 age group. The drawing determined appréximately when they can e xpect their

=T
inductionggy notices, if at &ll, I sgy "if at all" because about 600,000 in the total
group will not hafe to go,l This is why {MEMMSYM® blind chance is the fairest way of
picking those who will be drafted,
g
The first drawing was far a specific date during the year, Those g dates represmnted

birthdays. A second drawing was made from a scrambled list of the @ 26 letters of the

alphsbet, representing the first Js tters of the surnames of the men born on the dates

previously drawm. A third drawing from the alphabet represented the first initiel of the



first name.

So to find out how he stands in the draft, a young man finds his birthdate on the
list produced by the lottery drawing and looks at the number beside that date. That is

ﬂ‘: -
his position in the draft cd 1, A number from 1 to ¥ 122 means he probably@@ will be
¢ alled, A number from 123 to 2L); mesns he mgy or may not be called, A number from
P
2l); to 366 means he is unlikely to be called, And i} the letter representing the first
letter of his last name indicates how fast he will go among those in his birthday group,
if he is called,
s 'W e —-4
I have B gone throngh this explanation because gyysms@@ee I have received a number
m. :

of #aea® inquiries sbout the lottery system and how it works,

This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington., I'llwm

,2'3"""-~,
be talking with you again :sslsemmms next week--same tims, same station,

#iHH
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This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington,
-
First off, I want totell yould I am concerned sbout the fate of the tax
bill, I am concerned because the Senate has gone so f ar beyohd the sensible,
> e
responsible bill that the Housegpassad that (BMPREEE tax relief and tax reform
this year have been placed in jeopardy,

pr =
One great difference between the 4P House snd Senate bills is that the House

cut taxes by reducing tax rates, The Senate voted to cut texes by increasing personal

sxemptions from $600 to $800,

)
pergon for 2 3. Yo ar. Bui-seldker—does—$860, And so it all comes down to this: Which

- ‘
is the M@ better way to reduce taxes at this time=<by cutting tax rates or

: k4
raising exemptions a little g
:,w-w' e
The House used the rate-cutting method because it is ymgyl® easier that way

to control how much revenue the Federal government will lose through tax reductions,

= '
The Senate action @ would mean the loss of billion <euisiemmss. more in

' ent

Federsal revenue than the House-approved rate cuts,

;»w(, M K o Z /MMANA
N EaY O = = . - . AW AT ’
Lhonl Hand

increased Social -Security-benefits which would cost $6.5 billion, That's $2 billjon
B T e [ R TR A T Ve o e s ~::‘;;:“.‘x=a
more than ! benefit increase spproved by the
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House pc ) % g _another reason that the
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by the Sena tvso

As the President put it, gcur
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shefF-Senaty Wea® benefit some of the people but the result would be rubber MK

vt alamon,

dollars=-greatly jumemml increased inflation--and E 1 of us would pasy the price
& @ [ e I oSt S )

for thate
The Semate did what it is easy for a politician to do=-vote for a lot of goodies

without any thought for the consequences to the Nation, The President is refusing to

go slong with smggesk such irrespo  getion, P 2 £ . / :
he House of NS esentatives th¥s past week cleéned up nearly all of 2

- \
the Federd Government's remsining appropriation bills® and sent them to the Senate,

———

The House last Tussday night pessed and sent to the Senate the Jllllmk =mallest
foreign aid money bill in our history=——just $1,6 billion, The vote was 200 to 195,

- " Ly
I voted for the bill on final passage because I believe that, intfih principle, the
foreign aid program is in the best interests of our Nation. I believe the foreign
eid program, properly administered, promotes world peace,

The big fight during the nine hours of debate on the foreign aid bill was over
$5Le5 million to supply a jet fighter squgdron to Nationalist China, I supported the
Jjet fighter move, It was successful on a vwote of 113 to 77,

The House glso voted to cut off U.S. aid from any nation trading with Communist
Chinae

o
The day before) the House approved a @69 billion 960 million dollar defense ¥
P
sppropriation bill, @M This wss $5.3 billion less than President Nixon asked in
April and nearly $7.8 billion less than former President Johnson had estimated in
January, Howsver, Defense Secretary Laird had meantime snnounced defense spending cuts
=
totalling $3 billion, So the House @ms® went the Administration only $2.3 billion better,

There were attempts by some House members to make deeper cuts than \'(km $5.3 bﬁlion

e,
reduction recommended by the Appropriations Committes, These moves were @ rejected, They



s

included an attempt to , funds for initial deployment of the Safeguard sstiuisskiiisbis

¥ nissile defense system CRSMRENNEIENL
The fgct that no House member tried. to incr_gase the figures recommendd by the
Appropriations Committee pointed up the mood of the Congre ss this ysar on military
spending.
However, the House did concern itself——and properly—-with whether the $69 billion
w-—

in the bill would do the job of gugneigi@s Eiving this country a reasonably acceptable

W LT T
military posture, I and my colleagues are satisfied that it will,

This is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from Washington, I'1l be

#hlking with you agein next week--same time, same station,

i
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$his is your congressman, Jerry Ford, reporting to you from the Nation“'s capital,
—
I wish you all a happy holiday season. But even as I do so I am ® saddened by the
tgought that America is still at war--and that thousamls of our families *
sepabated from sons, brothers and husbbnds by the reslities of that war.

»
I thank God, therefore, that President &R Nixon has announced another troop }J,(

cutuleen@alyl® that brings to 115,000 the number of U.S. troops :m has/mtﬁ
from our Vietnam commitment sinee he took office last January.

Some letter writers ask me why we are still sending new men to Vietnam, now that
we are cutting back on our total commitment there, The rezson for that is our rotation
policys Our policy is that no man shall serve in Vietnam for more than a ysar, So we
have to send over fresh troops to replace the veterans who are coming home on rotation,
Of course, the number of new men we send to Vis tnam each month is dropping as the

—

President S reduces our overall troop commitment in Vietnam,

One of the saddest aspects of war during this holiday season is that 1,359 Americans

’_\
are - either missing in action in Vie tnam or held captive in Commmnist prison

camps, It is pitiful that the familiss of :these men do not even know if they
are alive, These prisoners of war are in the hands of a ruthle ss enery which
completely disregards the secepted standards for humane treatment of war priscners as
laid down by the Geneva Convention of 1949,

Both the United States and North Vietnam are bound by % Geneva Convention. The

-
Convention covers ¢l undsclared as well as declared wars, We honor the Genkva
SRS ) —

Convention but North Vietnam refuses to gbide by it,

The House of Reprssentatives has adopted resolutions calling upon Nor

honor ths Geneva Convention, and joint teams from the Pentagon and the Sta ‘,‘;Dapartm t

have been briefing the families of Americans held esptive in Vietnam,

.



What can the psople of America do about this prisoner of war tragedy?

Everyone can do as Sen. Robert P, Griffin and I xmk are doing, at the suggestion
of thes United States Junior Chamber of Commsrce,

We can put moral pre ssure on the North Vietnamese by deluging Xuan Thuy, chief
of the North Vie tnsmese delegation in Paris, with messages,

I, 1like many others, heve sent a Christmas card to Xuan Thuy with a message urging
that North Vietnsmese leaders abide by the Geneva Convention and make arrangements far
the early release of U.,S. prisoners of war,

I urge that all of you listening do this, too, Your eards should be addressed to:
Project Xuan Thuy, Box 2600, Washington, D.C,, 20013, That is the collection point for
the cards, The Jaycees will see that they are dslivered to the North Vietnamese leaders,

I do have one bright note to comment upon at this time, It is a kind of Christmas

r——
present to the elderly in America, WMl to all of those on Social Security.
———

It is virtually certain that Social Security benefits will be increased quEm by
15 per cent acress the board, effective Jan. 1,

p— ~

Now, something to remembergy is that the increased pgrments will not show upg in

¢35 el

Social Security checks until the eheck of April 3, And then the retroasctive @l sumw

1

for January and February will bs sent out in a spscial check later in the month of .ﬁ;w'ﬁ[

s
April, So it will be a belsted Christmss present, But it is ths best that we can do

&

because it is mechanically impossible for the Social Security Administration to gear up
for the chsnge in pgyment amounts before April,
)
The extra S 15 per cent increases the monthly checks of single retired persons from
—
$100 to S $116, Other average increases are $170 to $196 for a couple; é88 to §100 for

a widow;g $251 to $296 for a widow with two children;‘tllB to $130 for a diqﬁbled worker;

and $237 to $273 for a disabled worksr with a wife and two children,



Anothesr piece of good news during this holiday season is that tax cuts are on the

way, along with tex reform,

S0ees8 holid . This will be my last radio report from

Washington until the Congre ss meets again in January, We have a few worthwhile
accomplishments to slow for the first session of the 91st Congress, but the big task

s till lies ghead, I will be reporting to you regularly during the new session, Be

talking with you then, This is your congre ssman, Jerry Ford, saying so long for now,





