The original documents are located in Box D7, folder “Ford Press Releases - Fifth District,
1969~ of the Ford Congressional Papers: Press Secretary and Speech File at the Gerald R.
Ford Presidential Library.

Copyright Notice
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. The Council donated to the United
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public
domain. The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to
remain with them. If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.



Digitized from Box D7 of the Ford Congressional Papers: Press Secretary and Speech File at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



GERALD R.FORD MICHIGAN OFFICE:
FIFTH DISTRICT, MICHIGAN 423 CHERRY STREET SE.
GRAND RAPIDS

- Zie 49502

Congress of the Anited States
®ffice of the Minority Leader

FBouse of Vepresentatives
Washington, B.E. 20515

February 4, 1969

The President
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr, President:

I am writing to let you know of my deep interest in the JOBS program
directed by the National Alliance of Businessmen.

Grand Rapids, Michigan, the chief city in my congressional district, is
among the ''second round" communities proposed for inclusion in the JOBS
program.

I personally am very desirous that the JOBS program be initiated in Grand
Rapids, and the Greater Grand Rapids Chamber of Commerce has urged that
this be done. I am enclosing a copy of a letter to me from the Chamber
regarding manpower training efforts in Grand Rapids.

In the past Grand Rapids has been scarred by rioting. And it certainly has
its share of hard-core unemployed and underemployed people. I feel certain
that Grand Rapids would benefit from the JOBS program.

It appears to me that the JOBS program has been one of the more successful
manpower training efforts. Since it involves on-the-job training by industry,
I believe the program should not only be continued but expanded in line with
1970 budget recommendatiomns.

I am told by Barney Gardner of NAB that because of the spadework required
there would be practically no funds needed to begin now with expansion of
the JOBS program to the second group of 50 cities.

I would be pleased if you would indicate to me the prospects for inclusion
of Grand Rapids in the JOBS program.

Best regards,

Gerald R. Ford, M.C.

GRF:pKR
Encl.
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GERALD R.FORD
YiFTH DISTRICT, MICHIGAN

GRAND RAPIDS
Zie 49302

Congress of the Anited States
Office of the Minority Leader

FBouse of Representatibes
Washington, BJ.EL. 20515

February 4, 1969

Mr. Robert D. Swartz, President

Greater Grand Rapids Chamber of Commerce
300 Federal Square Building

Grand Rapids, Michigan 49502

Dear Mr. Swartz:

I was pleased to receive your letter urging inclusion of Grand Rapids in

the JOBS program, particularly since I myself am highly enthusiastic about
the idea.

Since receiving your letter I have talked with Barney Gardner, acting head
of the National Alliance of Businessmen, and also with officials in the
Labor Department and the Budget Bureau.

Indications are there will be no problem, although the new Administration

has not yet reviewed that portion of the proposed 1970 budget dealing with
the JOBS program.

The budget as prepared proposes an appropriation of $420 million for the JOBS
program, a doubling of its present scope to include an additiomal 50 cities.
Grand Rapids is on the list of these "second round" cities, and I intend to
see that it stays there.

It is doubtful that anything but the necessary spadework can be done before
July 1, so the fact that present funds do not provide for immediate expansion
of the JOBS program probably is of no great consequence. The new budget does
provide the funds for the expansion which would include Grand Rapids.

Of course, the 1970 budget will be undergoing the usual congressional
scrutiny, but my feeling is that the Grand Rapids outlook is good,

I am sending you a copy of my letter to the President. Please let me know if
there is anything further I can do for you.

Best regards,

Gerald R. Ford, M.C.

GRF: pKR
Encl.

MICHIGAN OFFICE:
423 CHERRY STREET SE.
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--FOR REﬁKSE ON DELIVERY

Friday, July 4, 1969

Remarks by Rep. Gerald R. Ford at the 35th annual Hellyhock Lane Fourth of July
celebration, 9 a.m. Friday, July &4, 1969, at Grand Rapids, Michigan

Ladies and Gentlemen, Boys and Girls. A Happy Fourth of July to you. I
don't know if you've thought about it just this way, but this is a birthday party.
In fact, we are celebrating two birthdays here today. Everybody here is 35 years
old...because we're all part of the wonderful tradition of the Hollyhock Lane
parade, which started 35 years ago; and weverybody here is 193 years old, yes, 193,
because we are all part of the wonderful nation known as the United States of
America, born exactly 193 years ago.

First of all today let us salute the Calvin-Giddings Patriotic Association
for conceiving the idea of this fine Fourth of July parade, now the oldest July
4th parade in Kent County. And let us pay tribute to George Vruggink, the last
surviving member of the group which originated the parade in 1934.

I first marched in and spoke at a Hollyhock Lane parade 21 years ago, so
George Vruggink goes back a lot farther than I do. I'm glad there is somebody
here older than I am.

Seriously, let's think a minute of what George Vruggink and his friends
were saying to Grand Rapids, to Kent County, to the rest of this country and to
the world when they came up with the Hollyhock Lane parade idea in 1934,

1 think what they were saying is that although the United States in 1954
was gripped by a terrible depression with millions of people going to bed hungry
every night, this was still the best country in the world to live in. How much
harder it was to say that then than it is now, vhen most of us are enjoying an
abundance of material things.

For you teenagers it's just history, if you think about it at all...But
in 1934 our entire nation was crippled, economically.

Boys from the cities were working in the woods, working in the C.C.C. Camps
for a few dollars a month just to put food into their mouths and send a little
money home to help out their folks and the rest of the family.

Seems unbelievable now, doesn't it? Now in this great country of ours
many skilled jobs are going begging. The federal government is spending millions

of dollars a year to train the unemployed and the underemployed to fill those jobs.
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Businessmen/’here is Grand Rapids and elsewhere in the country, are joining hands

with the government to give these people training on the job...pay them while they
learn, make them useful citizens deserving of their own respect and the respect
of others.

We look about us today and we see at least one and maybe two or more cars
parked about our good homes. We see healthy, well-fed children in most of our
areas. We enjoy the comforts of the greatest standard of living ever experienced
by men and women and children anywhere in the world.

And we should be moved to say...thank God for the United States of America.

But there is far more to be thankful for than mere material comforts. The
greatest gift we have is that we were born free. What a glorious gift freedom is!
This was the gift.: bestowed upon us when a handful of courageous men gathered
together 193 years ago and declared that the colonies established in this country
were free and independent and were cutting their ties with England, their mother
country. This was the gift we received when the framers of the Declaration of
Independence declared that ''all men are created equal, that they are endowed by
their creator with certain unalienable rights..."

Our individual freedoms were spelled out later in our federal Constitution,
in the Bill of Rights. We know what those freedoms are. Some Americans take
them too lightly because they didn't have to earn them. A few Americans today
don't want to defend those freedoms... Thank God they are few in number.

Something we should all remember today is that the freedom to swing our
arms ends where the other fellow's nose begins.

Let us be thankful for our freedoms...for our independence...for one of
the most splendid actions in all history taken 193 years ago when 56 men pledged
their lives, their fortunes and their sacred honor in support of the struggling
newv nation known as the United States of America.

Today there are those who say we are a sitk nation. They are wrong. We
are a growing country, a changing country, a dynamic country. We are making
tremendous progress toward the goals set forth by our forefathers.

More social wrongs have been righted in the last decade and a half than
were corrected in the more than 90 years between the end of the Givil War and the

milestone year of 1954, a milestone in the history of racial justice,



Todayany young man or woman who really wants to go to college can do so.
Financial help is avaibhBle from a wide variety of sources.

The federal Government now is investing three times as much in health
programs as it did five years ago. -A generaltdént or two ago many of you young
people here today would have died from such diseases as scarlet fever or diphtheria.

Today we are at war in Vietnam. But just five years after the first Holly-
hock Lane Parade the world exploded into global conflict, and just seven years after
that first Hollyhock Lane Parade the United States was drawn into World War II.
Today there's a good bet we can avoid a third Wordd War. And for the first time
in four years there is good reason to believe we can end the Vietnam war on an
honorable basis.

It has become fashionable for some speakers to criticize our young peopilé
today. But only a small fraction of our young people have lost ther way. We
should remember that for the most part, we have a committed and a compassionate
younger generation who want to improve this country, young people who want to
build and make this country better, not tear it down. They want to build on the
old revolution, not start a new one.

They are thankful that they live in a free America and partake of the
bounty of this great land of ours,

They know that the defense of freedom is not a sometime thing and that it
takes work to preserve it. So today let us take off our hats to the past but let
us take off our coats b the future. Let us be inspired by the magnificent
achievements of yesterday, but let us also translate our inspiration into
aspirations and accomplishments so that our democracy will flourish.

We must hold high the banner of freedom and uphold the dignity of man.

Do not listen to the false voices shat call patriotism old-fashioned or
worse. Be proud to be an American. Be proud to be called a patriot because that
means you love your country above all else.

Let us today seek the real meaning of this Independence Day in our hearts.
Let us rekindle our love of country, courage with conviction, devotion to duty and
passion for justice. Let us celebrate the Fourth of July each and every day of

the yearyg. .
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is an even greater challenge than space exploration. Not as exciting. But success
in this effort would be just as rewarding, if not more so.

So we are going to have to constantly review our priorities in terms of
demands on the federal dollar and what we know we must do as a Nation and a people.
Then, we must do it.

As for the search for peace, President Nixon has embarked upon another
effort in that direction with his trip to Asia and to Romania. Some Americans may
wonder why the President should visit Romania. It's clear to me that the President
is seeking to promote friendship with those who want friendship with us -- and that
this is the path to world peace. Enmity, hatred, hostility -~ these have never
brought peace, whether those involved were nations or individual men. At the same
time, America and the world should know that President Nixon is a realist in dealing
with the Communists. He does not intend to give away something for nothing.

Earlier I spoke of the great competition for the federal dollar posed by
our various national needs and interests. I might mention here and now the great
need to protect the dollar so that 1t will continue to buy something.

There are those in Congress who have opposed the President's plan to
continue the surtax at 10 per cent until Jan. 1, then drop it to 5 per cent and
finally phase it out next June 30. Some have argued that the President's cuts of
$4 billion in the federal budget were not enough. Last week the President
announced additional cuts of $3.5 billion in federal spending, just to offset
rises in certain federal outlays over which the Nixon Administration has no
control -~ interest on the national debt, medicare, social security, civil service
retiremeht benefits, public assistance and veterans benefits. The President is
holding down federal outlays to the very best of his ability. And I am supporting

the surtax extension and phaseout as the best weapon at hand to fight inflation.

###
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Mines began exploding all ocver the place, like giant firecrackers, and rifle
fire ripped the air.

Of 30 Americans sent out from the 198th Infantry Brigade toward the village
10 miles south of Chu Lai, 19 fell as shrapnel tore their bodies. One man, hit
by rifle fire as well, died.

Sp/b Paul Ceton of Grand Rapids, Mich., clutched at his right eye and moaned.
By the time the helicopters dropped down on their mercy mission, he was in a state
of partial shock.

A whirlybird whisked Paul off to a field hospital in Chu Lai. From there he
was taken to the U.S5.S. Sanctuary, lying at anchor off the South Vietnam coast.
An eye specialist on the ship said there was nothing to do but remove Paul's eye,
and he did. The shrapnel had done too much damage.

The year was 1968. Paul Ceton had served in Vietnam for three months when
he lost his eye.

From the ship he was taken to Danang, which was hit by Viet Cong rockets
that same night.

From Danang Paul was flown as a stretcher case to the Phillipines, Japan,
Alaska and to Scott Air Force Base. From Scott he was taken to the Great Lakes
Naval Hospital, where he recuperated over a two-month period.

The Army sent Paul home about June 1. Home was 219 Oakley Place N.E., Grand
Rapids, where he joined his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Gerrit Ceton.

Paul wondered. All of his buddies who were wounded when the platoon ran
into the minefield in Vietnam had received Purple Hearts while still there. He
had not. But he did nothing.

On July 17, 1968, Paul Ceton was discharged from the Army. Still no Purple
Heart.

Meantime his artificial eye worked well. The eye muscles had been attached
to it. Anyone not knowing that Paul Ceton had lost an eye in Vietnam would never
have guessed it. Paul went to work in August 1968 as a stockman and warehouseman
at Horne Building Specialties, Inc., 2768 East Paris S.E., Grand Rapids.

In January 1969 Paul's twin brother, Daniel, was inducted into the Army after
graduating from Western Michigan University.

It bothered Dan that Paul had never received a Purple Heart for the wound
he suffered in Vietnam, and so Dan wrote to Congressman Gerald R. Ford.

(more)
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Ford immediately contacted the Army and urged that their records be searched.

Near the end of May the Adjutant General's Office assured Ford that Paul
Ceton was entitled to & Purple Heart and that the decoration would be presented to
him in a ceremony at Fort Sheridan, Ill. Ford wrote back asking to be notified
when the ceremony had been scheduled.

Weeks passed and Ford's office heard nothing. Finally Ford learned in a
letter from Paul Ceton himself that he had received his Purple Heart by mail.

Asked why he had not gone to Ft. Sheridan for the Purple Heart presentation,
Paul said simply: ''We have about 20 men working here at Horne Building
Specialties, and when one guy is gone it makes a difference. I just didn't want
to take that much time off from work."

Paul talks casually now about the loss of his eye. He apparently has taken
it well.

In a simple yet most eloguent statement, Paul told Ford's office: "I was
thankful, because there are a lot of other guys who made greater sacrifices.
America has given me 23 years of freedom. That's the least I could do in return.”

Paul says his left eye, which had been the weaker, now is stronger because
he has to rely on it entirely. Initially he had depth perception problems but he
adjusted. He even plays basketball -- and plays it well.

His mother and his girl friend are very pleased that Paul finally received
his Purple Heart. ©So is his twin brother, Dan, now serving with the Army in
Heidelberg, Germany.

Paul wrote a two-page letter to Ford, saying in part: "It is truly wonderful
that a man in your position would take the time to see that I got my Purple Heart.
I can't tell you how much I appreciate what you have done for me." He later
added in a conversation with Ford's office: "It's really tremendous that someone
high up in Washington would do this for me."

Ford commented: "It's fellows like Paul Ceton who make me very proud to be
an American."

What does the future hold for Paul Ceton? He had attended Grand Rapids
Junior College for one year when the Army called him on Oct. 11, 1966. He hopes

ultimately to return to school and get a college degree, like brother Dan.
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A1l levels of government, industry, schools and other interested organizations
must launch a concerted effort to end economic stagnation and poverty in rural
America, Rep. Gerald R. Ford of Grand Rapids said today.

Ford said there is a tremendous imbalance with regard to how fully rural and
urban America share in the economic product of the Nation. He cited lower income
levels and lessened economic opportunities in rural America and the disproportionate
number of rural citizens living in poverty.

One of the best ways to end this imbalance, Ford said, is to attract industry
to rural locations.

Rural areas have much to offer industry as the location for new plants, Ford
declared, but they need the help of all governmental units to bring in new industry
and the jobs it would generate.

Not only would new industry provide needed jobs for the rural poor; it would
also, Ford said, establish an adequate economic base for future development of rural
areas,

The Federal Government should provide economic development assistance to
these areas, Ford said, so that they can exploit their natural advantages--a willing
work force, uncrowded living and working conditions, and abundant natural resources.

Ford said rural areas need assistance to provide better transportation
services, better schools and better public utilities. With such assistance, Ford
said, rural areas could compete with their urban neighbors for industry.

Ford said the establishment and expansion of area technical schools is highly
important in this connection. Such schools, he said, produce a skilled work force
available to industry in rural America.

Ford said another key weapon against rural stagnation is improvement of farm
income.

He pointed out that the rural economy lost $11 billion between 1963 and 1968
due to failure of farm income to keep pace with non-agricultural income.

A substantial boost in farm income, he said, would be a tremendous help in
combatting rural poverty. He noted that this would generate increased business
activity and thus create many new jobs and new business opportunities. Finally, he
said, this would in turn produce additional tax revenues for rural towns, which then
could provide their people with better transportation, schools and other services.

Ford said: "I hope and trust that these matters are receiving full con-
sideration by United States Agriculture Department plamners as they develop a farm

program to be presented to the Congress shortly."
# ##









d 41/

q
FOR RELEASE ON RECEIPT // /7/( F

Congressman Gerald R. Ford of Grand Rapids today said he has sent the
estimated 20,000 responses to his congressional questionnaire to a computing firm
for tabulation and is waiting to see if there is a generation gap in Kent and Ionia
Counties,

While marking time on the general results, Ford meantime announced question-
naire returns from four high schools -~ Catholic Central in Grand Rapids, Rockford
Public Schools, and Godwin Heights and Godfrey-Lee in Wyoming. TFord last week
announced results from Lowell High School, St. Patrick'’s High in Portland, and
Kelloggsville in Wyoming.

"I am anxious to get back the tabulations on votes cast by the general
public because this will indicate whether there is a generation gap between the
young people and the older generation on the issues posed by my questionnaire,”
Ford said. "The school voting thus far has pretty much formed a pattern.”

At Catholic Central, 945 students were involved in the questionnaire
balloting, although all did not vote on each and every question.

The voting took place before the Oct. 15 Vietnam Moratorium, but it seems
significant that on the Vietnam question only 17 per cent of Catholic Central's
students favored immediate withdrawal of American forces. Another 13 per cent
favored resuming and expanding the bombing of North Vietnam. Of the remaining
70 per cent, 52 per cent were for President Wixon's policy of gradually phasing
out U.S. troops and turning more combat duties over to the South Vietnamese, and
18 per cent favored Nixon's policy of carrying on limited military action while
pursuing the Paris peace talks.

The Vietnam pattern was the same at Rockford and the two Wyoming schools.
At Rockford, 53 per cent favored phaseout and 7 per cent pursuit of the Paris
peace talks for a combined total of 60 per cent supporting present Nixon policies.
Of the rest, 33 per cent favored immediate withdrawal and T per cent were for
resuming the bombing. Students voting at Rockford numbered 206.

At Godwin Heights, where 214 students voted, 49 per cent favored phaseout,
8 per cent pursuit of the peace talks, 22 per cent immediate withdrawal, and
21 per cent bombing of North Vietnam.

Godfrey-Lee's 39 participants voted 49 per cent for phased withdrawals,

15 per cent for pursuing the peace talks, 21 per cent for immediate withdrawal,
end 15 per cent for resumed bombing of the North.

(more)
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Students at Catholic Central, Godwin Heights and Godfrey-Lee Schools
favored Nixon's Safeguard anti-ballistic missile system by substantial margins
but Rockford students opposed it 56 to LkL per cent.

Students at all four schools favored Nixon's new Family Assistance Program
in place of the present welfare system, percentage sharing of Federal income tax
revenue with cities and states, a cutoff of federal aid from students disrupting
college classes and administration, election of the President by direct popular
vote, and amending the U.S. Constitution to give 18-year-olds the vote.

All four schools opposed creation of a government-owned, self-supporting
postal corporation, selection of draftees by lottery and an increase in Federal
space spending to put a man on Mars.

Including those schools previously reporting results to Ford, Rockford is
the first schoecl to oppose the Safeguard ABM system. Results from the other

schools were similar to the current batch on Vietnam and all other questionms.
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Students at Catholic Central, Godwin Heights and Godfrey-Lee Schools
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schools were similar to the current batch on Vietnam and all other questions.
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The Nixon Administration has come up with a novel plan aimed at saving the
Great Lakes from slow death, Congressman Gerald R. Ford of Grand Rapids said today.

Ford said the program involves picking a lake, making e laboratory out of
it and testing a variety of ways to control certain kinds of pollution now
threatening to kill Lake Michigan and the other Great Lakes.

The program has been developed by the National Council on Marine Resources
and Engineering Development.

The testing planned by the Council for the laboratory lake will take about
two years. The Council will decide during the next several months what lake to
use for the tests and what testing techniques to employ .

"Whatever techniques are finally developed for controlling certain kinds of
pollution in Lake Michigan and the other Great Lakes will be no substitute for
the regulatory type of pollution control," Ford warned. '"Both kinds of pollution
control will have to go forward at the same time. In fact, we must step up all
our efforts."

Lake Michigan and the other Great Lakes are threatened with slow strangulation
because nutrients in municipal sewage cause algae to grow fast and this growth takes
oxygen from the water that the fish need. Ultimately, the weeds die and form a
marsh.

How do you deal with this "slow death'" for the Great Lakes?

The best answer is to turn off the pollution.

If you can't do that sufficiently, what is the alternative? This is what
the Marine Council is determined to find out with its laboratory lake.

Some of the methods to be tried to keep the "slow death" weeds and algae
from flourishing include pumping air into the water as is done in home aguariums;
coating the bottom with a thin film of plastic or with asphalt to prevent weeds
from taking root; getting the lake water to "turn over" by heating the bottom
layers of water and thus generating currents that rise to the top and cause the
air near the surface to move to the bottom. Still another method is filtering the
leke inflows to remove chemicals before they hit the lake. Another is "harvesting"
the lake weeds as is presently done with seaweed.

The lake laboratory program is estimated to cost $35 to $50 million,
according to the Marine Council. First funding would be in President Nixon's fiscal
1971 budget. But preparations will begin immediately with presently available

funds, Ford said.
###
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popular vote (88.5 per cent), establishment of a government-owned self-supporting
postal corporation in place of the present postal system (71.9), and a cutoff of
federal aid to disruptive college students (89.6 per cent).

A majority of Kent and Jonia citizens favored Nixon's proposed lottery or
random selection system for the draft, with 52.4 per cent for it, 36 per cent
opposed and the rest undecided.

"This tells me that the people in my district want the reforms that
President Nixon has laid before the Congress,”" Ford declared.

Fifth District residents emphatically rejected any stepup in space spending
to put a man'on Mars (86.7 per cent against, 10.6 per cent for, and the rest
undecided).

The poll revealed a generation gap in the Fifth District on draft changes,
giving 18-year-olds the vote, and creating a govermment-owned postal corporation.

Adults balloting on Ford's questionnaire opposed giving 18-year-olds the
vote (63.9 to 33.k per cent, with the rest undecided), while favoring postal and
draft reform.

Results from Kent and Ionia County high schools reporting on Ford question-
naire balloting showed them heavily in favor of 18-year-old voting and opposed to
a lottery system for the draft and a government-owned postal corporation.

Student and adult views on the other Ford questionnaire issues pretty much
paralleled each other except that the school balloting generally favored Nixon's
Safeguard ABM system. Voting at Rockford Public Schools was the only case where
the adult and student balloting ran about the same on ABM.

Ford said he was extremely pleased with the response to his questionnaire.
He sent the questionnaire to all 141,491 mailing addresses in Kent and Ionia
Counties and received replies from 2L,360.

"That's a return of better than 17 per cent, as compared with the 10 per cent
that most congressmen get," Ford said. "It proves to me that Fifth District
residents are more interested in good govermnment than the average citizen."

Ford added: "I want to thank everyone who took the time to fill in and
send back my questionnaire, with special thanks to the thousands of people who
wrote comments on their questionnaires or sent me letters. I am very much
gratified, because this gives me a good idea of what the people in my district

are thinking."
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As the President has said, the consequences of an American defeat in Vietnam
would be a disaster of the greatest magnitude -~ "a collapse of confidence in
American leadership not only in Asia but throughout the world," and, ultimately,
it would not bring peace but more war.

Now there are a number of other items to which I would like to call your
attention.

The House of Representatives, by an overwhelming vote, has passed a bill
which would allow President Nixon to establish a lottery system -- a true random
selection system -~ for picking draftees. Unfortunately, the Democratic leaders
in the Senate have indicated there will be no Senate action on this bill. I hope
the members of the Senate will enter into a gentlemen's agreement to approve the
one change in the draft law the President is asking for now and to take up
comprehensive reform of the draft law next year. This is the course of action
which is indicated now., It is vital for the Nation.

In recent actions, the House of Representatives passed a long-needed measure
to protect coal miners. It requires mine owners to adopt safety practices
recommended by President Nixon and the House Education and Labor Committee.

The House also has passed a bill providing Federal funds to help schools
educate their pupils on the dangers of drug abuse. This is a much-needed three-
year program in drug abuse education.

Finally, I want to point out that President Nixon has sent the Cognress
proposals to greatly strengthen protection for the American consumer. He is
asking for a fair deal for the consumer in the market place. He proposes a
Buyer's Bill of Rights that would set up a new Office of Consumer Affairs,
strengthen the Federal Trade Commission, and in other ways protect the consumer
against fraud and dishonesty. I hope the Congress acts soon on the President's

consumer Pproposals.

###



FOR RELEASE ON RECEIPT

The Creston High School A Cappella Choir will make at least
two public appearances in Washington, D.C., next April, Congressman
Gerald R. Ford of Grand Rapids announced today.

Ford said arrangements have been made for the choir to sing both
on the House and the Senate steps of the U.S. Capitol Building on
April 2.

The choral group will sing for about 20 minutes on the Senate
steps, beginning at 10:30, and then is scheduled to sing on the House

steps starting at 11:30 a.m.
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It is naive to ignore the ugly occurrences simply because the mass march
itself was peaceful.

It is also naive to believe that because an estimated 250,000 or more
people gathered in Washington to demonstrate against the war the President of the
United States should alter a carefully considered poiicy based on his desire for
a just peace in Vietnam.

Some will choose to ignore the Communist role in the Washington demonstra-
tions, but none of us can afford to ignore the tragic consequences that would
ensue from a precipitous U.S. withdrawal from Vietnam. It is precisely because
the consequences would be disastrous for the future of world peace that I am
supporting the President's policies on Vietnam.

At this point, Congress has completed action on a one-sentence bill
of tremendous importance to our Nation's young men. That one-sentence bill will
allow the President to institute a system under which men will be subject to the
draft only during the year they are 19 years old or their college deferment has
expired. Selection will be by the lottery method -- so-called random selection.

In a recent poll I conducted, people in Kent and Ionia Counties voted
heavily in favor of the lottery or random selection method of choosing draftees.

This is a means of reducing to only one year's time the period when a
young man is vulnerable to the draft. It also limits that one-year period of
vulnerability to the period before the young man has to make his important career
and marriage decisions. I favor going to an all-volunteer Army. But until it is
possible to do so, it is vital that the lottery system of draft selection be
instituted.

President Nixon has cancelled the November and December draft calls, and
he is making progress in bringing our combat troops home from Vietnam. I expect
there will be even more encouraging developments if the President gets the support

of the American people in his efforts to extricate us from the war.
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