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Summing up the questionnaire results, Ford found that Fifth District
residents responding favor a moratorium on forced busing to achieve racial balance
coupled with special Federal aid to disadvantaged schools (64 per cent to 31), favor
Federal legislation to prevent national emergency strikes in transportation
(80 to 17), oppose diverting some of the highway user tax revenue to finance urban
mass transit systems (57 to 38), favor Federal revenue sharing with the states and
local units of government (63 to 28), favor an increase in military spending to
offset advances made by the Soviet Union (52 to 43), favor continuing price and
wage controls until inflation is curbed (82 to 13), favor--slightly--a substantial
increase in Social Security benefits if it means higher Social Security taxes
(49 to LT), prefer the Administration's health care proposal {requiring employers
to pay 65 to 75 per cent of health insurance premiums and placing health insurance
companies under Federal regulation) to Sen. Kennedy's plan for a Federalized health
insurance system paid for through Federal payroll taxes and the Federal treasury
(58 to 19).

On health care, Ford learned that many Fifth District residents are opposed
to both the Administration and the Kennedy plans. They want the Federal govermment
to stay out of health care altogether,

Because so many persons hold this view, more than 20 per cent of the Fifth
District respondents did not answer the health insurance question.

Ford is a primary sponsor of the Administration's health insurance bill,
but with an smendment providing Federal financial help for small businessmen who
would find it & heavy burden to pay the bulk of their employes' health insurance
premiums.

Ford also has cosponsored legislation which would prevent crippling strikes
in transportation. Under this bill, the President would have the option of
appointing a panel which could order a binding settlement. The panel could choose
the better of the final offers made by labor and management and use this as a
solution.

On busing, Ford favors legislation which would prevent forced busing to
achieve racial balance. He also is backing a proposed Constitutional amendment

which would ban forced busing altogether.
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