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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 14, 1976 

Mr. President: 

Attached is the text of Secretary General 
Luns' comments about Henry which you 
requested. 

Attachment 
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FOR S/PRS FROM FUNSETH 

E~o~ LL652: N/A 
TAr,S~ OVIP (KISSINGERi HENRY A~) 

099113 

SUBJECT= STATEMENT OF FAREWELL TO SECRETARY KISSINGER 
BY NATO SECRETARY GENE~AL LUNS 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT Of STATEMENT OF FAREWELL TO SECRETARY 
KISSINGER BY NATO ~ECRETANY GENERAL LUNS AT NAC 1 " 

OECEMe~R L0l L97o (TEXT SHOULD BE MAO£· AVAILABLE TO 
PRESS RUT SHOULD NOT RPT NOT BE PUT-bUT AS STATE 
DEPARTMENT PRESS RELEASE): 

QUOTE 
WE HAVE DEALT WITH SEVERAL IMPORTANT ALLIANCE ISSUES 

DU~I~G THE ~AST t)AY AND A HALFv BUT THERE HAS BEEN ONE 
THOUGHT WHICH HAS APPEARED AGAIN AND AGAIN • THAT ThiS 
IS THE LAST T!ME THAT THE COUNCIL HAS DR. HENRY KISSINGER 
HERE AS HIS COUNTRYJS REPRESENTATIVE~ THIS WILL NOT BE 
AN EASY IDEA TO GET USED TOq 

MQ~ SECRETARYJ fOR MANY YEARS YOU HAVE BEENi AFTER 
THE PRESIDENT HIMSELF 1 THf MAIN ARCHITECT OF AMERICAN 
DIPLOMACY~ YOU HAVE HAD AN ENORMOUS INFLUENCE ON TME 
SHA?F OF INTERNATIONAL HELAT!ONS OF OUR TIME YOU hAVE 
BEEN ESS€NTIALLY A MAN OF ACTION • A MAN WHO HAS MADE 
THINGS HAPPEN ~ A MAN WHO HAS 6EEN INSTRUMENTAL IN bR!NG~ 
ING PE6CE AND SECURITY TO MANY PARTS OF A VERY TROUbLED 
WOR,_n .. 
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BIJT IT IS NIJT SO MUCH VOUR OVERALL CAREER THAT I WOULD 
LIKE TO ADDRESSp MRu SECRETARY1 RATHER Ii IS YOUR 
RELATIONSHIP wiTH US hERE IN TH~ ATLANTIC CUMMUN!TY~ 
THAT IT HAS BEEN SO SUCCESSFUL IS PE~HAPS DUE IN PART 
TO THE FACT THAT YOU ARE A MAN OF BOTH EUROPE AND AMERICA 
WITH A VERY SPECIAL AND DEEP UNDERSTANDING OF THE 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE TWOg EVEN IN DIFFICULT MOMENTS, 
WE COULD BE SURE THAT YOU UNDERSTOOD OUR WISHES AND 
ASPIRATIONS, AS WELL AS THE COMPLEX POLITICAL AND 
ECONOMIC REALITIES OF OUR VARIOUS CUUNTRIESv 

YESTERDAY YOu SYRESSEO ThAT TH~ NORTH ATLANTIC ALLIANCE 
IS THE BEDROCK OF AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICYg MRa 
SECRETARY, YOU HAVE GIVEN REPEATED PROOF OF THAT BY 
THE INITIATIVE AND CREATIVITY WITH WHICH YOU HAVE 
DEFENDED THE INTERESTS OF OUR ALLIANCEa AS A LEADING 
ME~BER OF THE PAST TWO AMERICAN ADMINISTRATIONS, YOU 

~ HAVE RESOLUTELY AND SUCCESSFULLY OP~OSED ANY UNILATERAL 
WITHDRAWAL OF AMtRICAN fORCES FROM EUROPE 0~ ANY WEAK 5 

ENING OF YOUR COUNt~Yrs COMMITMENT TO OUR DEFENSEj BUT 
THE· ALLIANCE IS MUCH MO~E THAN ITS MILITARY STRENGTH~ 
EQUALLY !MPORTAN'f IS THE COMBINED PO-l.:·!)ICAL WILL TO 
RESPONn TO THE CHALLENGES WHICH FACE USo YOU HAVE 
WORKED TIRELESSLY TO GIVE LIFE TO THE ESSENTIAL 
CONCEPT OF FULL CONSULTATION AMONG ALLIES ON THE BASIS 
uF EOUALITYo ANO YOU HAVE PRACTISED WHAT YOU HAVE 
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PREACHED AS YOUR PESONAL CONSULTATIONS WITH US HERE ON 
MANY OCCASIONS HAVE DEMO~STRATED~ 

WE HAVE HAD OUR DIFFICULT TIMES~ BUT I BELIEVE THAT 
WE HAVE COME lHHOUGH THtM ~~~~ITALIZED~ THt COMMIT• 0 t~E~'T TC THE ALLIANCE IS GREATER NOW .AMONG OUR ·GOVERN .. 
~~::_r,·TS Ar.;n Al-iONG 0UR.-.-Ptr1PLES THAN 1 T H.AS BEEN FOR MANY 
YEARS~ ~~D THIS Ii LARGELY DUE TO THE POSITIVE AND 
I NSP !RING. LEADERSHIP WHICH YOU HAVE ·G.IVEN US" -· 

I SFE NO HARM TO YOUR ~ELL-KNOWN MODESTY IF FOR A 
MO~ENT I ADD MY CONTRIBUTION TO THE WAVE OF PRAISE ~HICH 
IS SHD~ERING DOWN ON YOU FROM ALL S!DESa 

wE IN T~E ALLIANCE HAV~ BEEN PH!VILEGED TO WORK W!lH 
A ~1 A ,~J 7 0 w ri 0 ~~ T H t A 0 ..i E C T I V E ~' G R E A T ;: C A N BE A P P L I E (i 
W!7~ SI~CERITYc MRg SECRETARY~ I AM CONVINCED THAT 
Y(: U A: :.. L & TAN D 1 N H I S T C R Y •\ S 0 N E 0 F THE M 0 S-:- EFFECT IV E F C REIN G 
H:~!ST~RS OF OUR CENTUH~o YOU hAVE UNDERSTOOD 
Tr· F. U ~~ D EJ~ L '! U~ G 1--n: A L I T I F.:~ 0 P 0 U R i l i'; E :. y 0 U H A V E K N 0 W N 
P~~ TO INFLUENCE THOSE 2~AL!TlESo YOU~ GOA~S HAVE ~EEN 
T~E ~OALS ~OT ONLY Of THE F~EE NORL01 AUT Of ORDINARY 
11 c '< A:~~) i.; 0 r.; EN E V t: R Y w HER t ... P E .4. C i:. r SEC U R ! T Y 1 N 0 
r~~S~ERITY. AND TT THIS TASK YOU HAVE BROU~HT YOUR 
EXT~tORDINARY ENERGY ANU ~UTS7ANDING BRILL!ANGE - AS 
WE~L AS A ~ELL~KNGWN REFUS~~ 70 TA~t ~0 FOR AN ANSWtRg 
TG ~nR~ WITH YOU HAS BEEN AN EXPERIENCE WHICH HAS 
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INSPIRFD US ALL" 

FOR M~ PERSONALLY YOUR DEPARTURE IS INDEED A SAD EVENTg 
! HAVE THt PRIVILEGE OF HAVING KNOWN YOU FOR MANY 
YE4HS, IN FACT FOR MORE THAN 15 YEARS. YOUR ~ARM 
PES 0 N A L I T Y , Y 0 U N E AT SEN S E 0 F HUM 0 ~ ttA 'l_k A L W ll':1 S 
E"NCrlt,NTED ME AND YOUR EXCEPTIONAL PfwE'= OF ANAL V SIS 
HAS COMMANDED MY GREATEST RESPECT~ I HOPE WE WILL 
RE~AIN IN TOUCH. 

MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL1 AS WE SAY GOODBYE TO THIS 
GREAT SECRETARY OF STATt~ MAY I SUMMARIZE OUR COMMON 
FEEL.. IN~ By.' QUOT lNG SHAXESPEARE ~ ~~HE WAS A HAN, TAK!i 
HIM FOR ALL Ih ALL, I SHALL NOT LOOK UPON HlS LIKE 
AGAINg" UNQUOTE 

KISSINGER 
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