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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 1'8, 1976

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL

-

MEMORANDUM FOR: PHIL BUCHEN

FROM: ’ : JIM CONNOR V& &

The President reviewed your memorandum of November 17
.¢oncerning a column written by David Wilson of the BOSTON
GLOBE and made the following notation:

‘"Excellent and I appreciate. Can Ron Nessen
get me a copy from the GLOBE? "

I am sending Ron Nessen a copy of this memo to see if he can
arrange for the President's request.

cc: Dick Cheney Lt
Ron Nessen |
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 17, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: PHIL BUCHEN )0

4

Attached is a copy of a column written by
Bunny's cousin, David Wilson, of the
Boston Globe, which Bunny would like you
to see.
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Frasident Ford is reportzd to be - move
back to his old ‘house in. Alexandria, Va., coll=act-
mayoe write a book. and continue to interest hi
Party and the nation, .He’also, presumably, -
- . el el T TN T T R
ill it be enough? Can a man who has been intensely *.  °
and intimately involved with power for almost a quarter-century in s
Congrass and for two years as Chief Zxecutive be satisfied with the
role of not-so-elder statesman? .
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" Perhaps. Right now, the golf course and the ski traiis

must irresistibly bsckon, The man has been hurt. Yet it cannot be

of a scandalouQWy dlSC dlued Administration. His party counts fewer than

roll s/

and is 1daokoglcal;f anrd

-one in five registered voters on its

regicnally split, He had to besar responsibility for a disastrously

unpopular and courageous decision to pardon Richard M. lixon. His

ncumbancy came in a time of economic crisis for which hs could
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not fairly be blamad.

Hz leavzs office with the respact and arffection of his

of Pr°“1dbnv, ne must pave put
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aside that amoition.ldng before the roof fell in on the Nixon Whnite House.

Gerald R. Ford is 63 years old, just one year older than . -

¢_in 1828 >

was John r‘u:an:f Acams when Adaﬂa, savaged by the demagogusry of the

Jacksonian democracy, was driven from the White House, his Administration,

but not his reputation and intslligence, in ruins,
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for a man who had ‘been Prosident, Sscretary of State and

Great Britain to sesk s lq v a position, Adams replied that no nerson

-

could be dagra dod bj :a“vvn4 the peovle as representative in Congress or

for that matter, asxa seiec mEn in his town,.

hree- years later, Adams confided to his diary some
thoughts which apply rather nicely, I think, to ths political carser
of Gerald R. Tord. Adams wrote:

"y whole life has been & suce

v

s3ion of dlsapu01numaﬁus.

I can scarcely recollect a Sinél“ instance of success to anything that I-

over undertook. Ya et, with fervent gratitude to.G;é,:Ivconféss t@atAmy.
life has been_equal;y markéd by- great and signaiéuécesses which I .:
naither aimed at norvéﬁticipated." o _ 1;2%' v T
Qf his own making. Byt he found his true role and eﬂduring>reputatioﬁ
zs a member of Congress, Whére he served nine terms,rbattling against -
siévery, assuring the establisnhment of the_Smithsonian Iﬁstituzion
and defending civil liberties. |
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- o+ “He was fatally stricken on ths floor of the House
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Feb, 21, 1848, inveighing against the}presentation of comic-—opara-
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swords to ths. gen erals 1n wnaU he termed thp "mosu unrlghtaouﬂp
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Mexican War, - 3 -
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fin the House of Representatives by an

alliance of Adams and Henry. Clay, Jackson never let Adams forget it,.

as the Democrats never let Ford forget Watergate. = - .
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_ The "Adams descendants may not wnlcomeAthiSECQmparison.
Jarr* Ford is no uonn OL.anv Adaﬂn. o R T ‘

’ Sy T e e LE example,” T o S
 former President might provide, The Adams %ﬂﬁﬁg?ﬁ'may,,iq tire, hold some

R

attraction for a man to whom Capitol ‘Hill was home bass for‘26.years.‘“
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Ona can nope S0 w1t wout eKaCtlj exoacclnv Jarry rord to L

raturn to the House} What is certain is that it would be a shame to lose

\}lnks and uhe STOUPS ? ' T e R
‘him to the = Publlc llfe in Anarlca? would ba a poorer

place in his absence. "a £ T i_'” T ff,Lﬂ o





