The original documents are located in Box C48, folder “Presidential Handwriting,
9/7/1976 (2)” of the Presidential Handwriting File at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential
Library.

Copyright Notice
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald Ford donated to the United
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public
domain. The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to
remain with them. If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.



Digitized from Box C48 of Thé‘PresidentiaI Handwriting File at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library

o8&
THE WHITE ROUSE ﬂ//X

N AD O NG T

3

LEPHOYNE CONVERSATION WITH SENATOR HUMPHREY

Thursday, September 7, 1976

From: Brent Scowcroft

PURPOSE

To reemphasize the importance of Congressional approval of the
U.S. Turkish Defense Cooperation Agreement and your support

for hearings this month on the Agreement before the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

BAKGROUND

You submitted the US-Turkish Defense Cooperation Agreement for
Congressional approval (by Joint Resolution) on June 16, 1976. Since
that time no action has been taken in either the House or Senate and

no hearings are scheduled. A Senate Foreign Relations Committee
staff delegation recently visited Turkey and was unable to make a
recommendation concerning when to hold hearings. It appears unlikelw
that the DCA will be approved before Congress adjourns in October.

The reasons for Congressional inaction include: Greek-American
pressure against U.S. military assistance to Turkey, stalemate on
the Cyprus issue, the Aegean dispute, and slow progress on the
companion Greek DCA. (We had hoped to conclude and submit both
agreements to the Congress at roughly the same time in order to
dissipate strong opposition to the Turkish DCA, but the Greek

negotiators are dragging their feet, in part, perhaps, to add to
the difficulties of the Turkish agreement.)

In the meantime, the Government of Turkey continues to ask

when hearings on the DCA can be expected., The State Department
believes that we should press for hearings with Administration
witnesses before the October adrournment in order to offer a
positive gesture which the Turkish Government needs for domestic
political considerations. Scorctary Rissianger testified to (s cilect
in closed session last week, Scunator Humphrey's subcommitice hias
set aside September 15 for hearings on Turkey should the Senator
so decide. Senator Humphroes bas stated, however, that he is
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reluctant to hold a hearing unless you specifically and publicly
request him to do so. {(He has surzested that vou call a House and
Senate Leadership meeting. ) While I do not believe a leadership

meeting is necessary, I would recommend that vou call Sernator

258 your personal interest in Congressional

i
-

S
Humphrey to exnr
ap —oval of the DC

A and your supoort for the contemplated hearings.
Tr - would perroit Senator Humpiirey to state that he is holding the
hearing at the Acdministration's request, You mizht also reiterate
your suppert of early Concressional approval and express similar
interest in Congressional movement on the Greek agreement wnen
it is submitted for approval.

TALKING FOINTS

It is extremely important to our relations with Turkey and
Turkey's future in NATO that the Congress give prompt and
positive action on the Turkish Defense Cooperation Agreement.

P
ke

2. A first important step is that the Senate Foreign Relations
Subcommittee on Foreign Assistance hold hearings and invite
Administration witnesses to testify.

3. The Turkish Government is closely watching developments on
the Hill for some signs of progress,

4. On the related subject of the US-Greek negotiations, the Greeks=
have made a special effort to reconvene the base negotiations
after a two week recess, but we are uncertain whether an
acceptable agreement is possible within the next two weeks.

I will forward this agreement to the Congress for its approval
as sodn as it is signed.

5. I think it is important to our relations with Turkey that yvou

hold hearings on the Turkish DCA before the end of this

session.
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