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THE WHITE HCUSE

WASHINGTON

August 16, 1976

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL

MEMORANDUM FOR: RUSS ROURKE
FROM: JIM CONNOR 005 &
SUBJECT: Presidential Invitation from the

Hungarian Frecedom Fighters Federation

Confirming phone call to your office this morning, the President reviewed
the question of acceptance of Honorary Chairmanship of this year's
commemoration of the Hungarian Freedom Fighters Federation and made
the following decisions:

Option 2: Decline invitation to serve as Chairman and scnd appropriate
message to the Federation.

Option 3: Decline invitation to serveas Chairman, but offer to greet
officers of the Committee in a brief Oval Office ceremony
(in addition to sending message).

As mentioned to you earlier General Scowcroft has offered to assist
in the drafting of a Presidential message,

Please follow-up with appropriate action to implement the President's
decisions.

cc: Dick Cheney
Eliska Hasek
Bill Nicholson
Brent Scowcroft



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 16, 1976

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL

MEMORANDUM FOR: RUSS ROURKE
FROM: JIM CONNOR }g &
SUBJECT: Presidential Invitation from the

Hungarian Freedom Fighters Federation

Confirming phone call to your office this morning, the President reviewed
the question of acceptance of Honorary Chairmanship of this year's
commemoration of the Hungarian Freedom Fighters Federation and made
the following decisions:

Option 2:  Decline invitation to serve as Chairman and send appropriate
message to the Federation.

Option 3: D2cline invitation to serveas Chairman, but offer to greet
officers of the Committee in a brief Oval Office ceremony
(in addition to sending message).

As mentioned to you earlier General Scowcroft has offered to assist
in the drafting of a Presidential message.

Please follow-up with appropriate action to implement the President's
decisions.

cc: Dick Cheney
Eliska Hasek
Bill Nicholson
Brent Scowcroft



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 17, 1976

MEMORANDUM TO: JACK MARSH
DICK CHENEY
BRENT SCONCROET

FELISKA HASEK .
BILL NICHOW
JIM CONNOR

FROM: RUSS ROURKEW

After checking with Brent Scowcroft's office, I reviewed

the President’'s decisions on the Hungarian Freedom Fighters
Federation matter with Dave Lovenheim, Rep. Frank Horton's A.A.
(Horton is presently out of the City.)

Despite the turndown on the Chairmanship invitation, ILoven-
heim indicated that Horton would be elated over the Oval
Office ceremony.

In response to my inquiry, Lovenheim indicated that an early
October time frame for the Oval Office ceremony would be most
appropriate. I have asked him to review the matter with Frank
Horton, and to propose several alternate dates. I cautioned
him to keep the number of attendees as small as possible (7-10).

It is my understanding that Eliska Hasek will now work in oon-
junction with Brent Scowcroft's Office in the preparation of
the Presidential message to the Federation.

cc: MKuropas
Cleppert



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

8/14

Trudy,

Since no one was around to do any-

thing, I didn't write memo on this,

Anyway, I'd rather have the

benefit of your views on how

to handle. Since it was Rourke's

baby, perhaps action should go

to him, But Scowcroft said

they would be glad to draft

a Presidential message (in his

Aug. 7th memo to Marsh); in

addition, Nicholson has to be

plugged in somehow so the meeting
can be set up. All in all, I would

think we would tell Rourke the

decision and give him the respon-
sibility for pulling it togkther with
others, but I'm not too comfortable

i i ly b
with that. plw oS AT PET



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON ACTION
August 14, 1976
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM: JAMES E., CON
SUBJECT: Invitation to serve as the Honorary Chairman of this year's

commemoration of the Hungarian Freedom Fighters Federation

You have received an invitation from Congressman Frank Horton to serve

as the Honorary Chairman of this year's commemoration of the Hungarian
Freedom Fighters Federation. This proposal has caused some concern

in the staff. Attached at Tab A is a paper explaining the circumstances,

a copy of Congressman Horton's letter to you, a proposed letter of acceptance,
and initial comments on the proposal from Brent Scowcroft and the Counsel's
office (Barry Roth).

It was deemed that further staffing was required and the proposal was staffed
to Messrs. Buchen, Baroody, Marsh, Friedersdorf, Lynn, Hartmann, Gergen
and Gen. Scowcroft. Staffing resulted in the following: (Friedersdorf had no
comment)
Option 1: Accept invitation to serve as Honorary Chairman,

Agree: Jack Marsh

Option 2: Decline invitation to serve as Chairman and send appropriate
message to the Federation.
Agree: Buchen, Gergen, Scowcroft (he notes that no President
has ever recognized any earlier anniversary of this organization)

Option 3: Decline invitation to serve as Chairman, but offer to greet officers
of the Committee in a brief Oval Office ceremony (in addition to sending message.)
Agree: Baroody (Kuropas), Lynn, Hartmann.

DECISION:
Option 1: Approve Disapprove
Option 2: Approve Disapprove
Option 3: Approve Disapprove

Depending upon which option you select, the appropriate papers will be
prepared for your signature,

Attachments






(from Russ Rourke)

In behalf of Dr. Andras Pogany, President of the Hungarian
Freedom Fighters Federation, Representative Frank Horton has invited
the President to serve as the Honorary Chairman of this year's
comremoration.

Representative Horton points out that this year's celebration
is particularly significant in that the 20th Anniversary of the
Hungarian uprising coincides with our own Bicentennial.

Representative Horton's office has verbally advised Russ Rourke
that the following Members of Congress have already agreed to serve on
this year's committee: Senators Dole and Inouye, Congressmen Horton,
Zablocki, Derwinski, O'Neil and Speaker Albert.

Attached are the original letter of invitation from Representative
Horton, a proposed letter of acceptance and initial comments on the
proposal from Brent Scowcroft and Barry Roth.

The deadline for Presidential action on this proposal is 6 P.M.,
Friday, August 13.

Please indicate your position ASAP:

Option 1l: President should accept invitation to serve as
Honorary Chairman.

Agree (Marsh)

Disagree

Option 2: President should decline invitation to serve as
Chairmman and send appropriate message to the Federation.

Agree %é 1 (Buchen, Gergen,

Scowcroft)
Disagree

Option 3: President should decline invitation to serve as
Chairman, but offer to greet officers of the Committee
in a brief Oval Office ceremony (in addition to send-
ing message) .

Agree "{@!I ( Baroody, Lynn )

] Hartmann
Disagree
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1976

The Honorable Gerald R. Ford
The President

The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President: -

Ten years ago I had the privilege of serving as Chairman of the Citizen's
Committee to.Commemorate the Tenth Anniversary of the 1956 Hungarian
revolution. -

This year I was honored by the Hungarian Freedom Fighters' Federation to
be asked to serve as Chairman of the committee that will commemorate the
20th anniversary of this valiant attempt of the Hungarian people to free them-
selves from Communist rule. Because of your long-standing friendship with
the Hungarian-American community and because the 20th anniversary is
especially significant tQ Hungarian-Americans in that it coincides with the
American Bicentennial, the President of the Freedom Fighters, Dr. Andras
Pogany, has asked me to extend to you his personal invitation to serve as

an honorary Chairman of this year's commemoration.

If you are willing to serve, your name will be featured on the commemoration
committee's letterhead, which will be used to ask governors and mayors through-
out the country to issue proclamations in honor of the Freedom Fighters*
courage in the face of Soviet tanks twenty years ago. On Tuesday, August

3, a member of my staff will call your office to obtain your consent

to serve as a leader of this year's commemoration.

In a year when all Americans are re-dedicating themselves to the principles
of democracy and individual freedom, I hope you will honor the Freedom
Fighters and the hundreds of thousands of Hungarian-Americans by serving
as honorary Chairman of this group.

With kindest personal regards, I am

Sincerely,

Zrank Horton
FH:DAL:drrm

P.S. Similar invitations have been issued to Congressman John J. Rhodes,
Congressman Edward J. Derwinski, Congressman Clement J. Zablocki,
Senator Mike Mansfield, Senator Hugh Scott, Senator Hubert H. Humphrey,
Senator Daniel K. Inouye, and Senator Robert Dole.



MEMORANDUM AlG §

THE WHITE HOUSE ’ ' 4495

WASHINGTON

CONFIBENTIAL ' August 7, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR JACK MARSH

FROM: Brent Scowcroft @

SUBJECT: A Hungarian Freedom Fighters 20th Anniversary

It is clear from paragraph three of Representative Frank Horton's letter
of July 27 (Tab I) that the Citizen's Committee to Commemorate the 20th
Anniversary of the Hungarian Freedom Fighters plans to generate con~
siderable attention and publicity to the 20th anniversary events, all of
which would feature the President's name on the Committee'!s letterhead,

Taking domestic considerations into account, I believe the President might
wish to send a message to the Hungarian Freedom Fighters Federation on
the occasion of the 20th anniversary commemoration. From the viewpoint
of foreign policy, I recommend against the President's agreeing to serve
as Honorary Chairman ~~ were he to do so, it would involve a Presidential
endorsement of each and everyone of the Federation's pronouncements,
publications and activities between now and late October - early November.
This would probably evoke an adverse reaction in the Hungarian and Soviet
press; this in turn might develop into a2 controversy in the U.S, press.

If you agree, we will staff forward a recommended message for the
President's approval closer to the time of the event, and I would recommend
that you revise the reply to Representative Horton to eliminate the link
between the 20th and 200th anniversaries and to advise that rather than

serving as Honorary Chairman, the President prefers and will look forward

to sending a message to the Federation on the occasion of the 20th anniversary.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 5, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: RUSS ROURKE

FROM: BARRY ROTH M

As we discussed, attached is a possible acceptance letter

should NSC recommend that the President serve as Honorary
Chairman. Myron Kuropas indicates he has no objection to
accepting this invitation, Jeanne Davis' office has indicated

that ''the whole question has been under consideration for some
time at high levels'" and that no decision has been yet reached.
While Phil Buchen is concerned that acceptance might appear

to be overly political, he will go along with whatever recommenda-
tion NSC makes.



PROPOSED LETTER

TIIE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Frank:

Many thanks for your thoughtful letter of July 27.

I was interested to learn of the plans for commem-
orating the Twentieth Anniversary of the 1956
Hungarian Revolution. I appreciate your extending
the cordial invitation to me, on behalf of Dr. Andras
Pogany of the Hungarian Freedom Fighters Federa-
tion, to serve as Honorary Chairman of this year's
commemoration.

Because the twentieth anniversary of the Freedom
Fighters coincides with our Nation's Bicentennial
observance, I am especially happy to accept the
invitation to participate in this year's commemora-
tive program in this manner. Please extend my
thanks and very best wishes to Dr. Pogany and his
associates in the Federation. )

Sincerely,

The Honorable Frank Horton
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20515




——

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Trudy,

Hope memo is all right. I think
we should have had the message
to send up to him if he decided

on that option, but didn't think

we could find anyone to prepare
one, So when it comes back down,
I guess tve will have to get it
prepared then, depending mwhat
he decides.

I could not find original of the
Horton letter to Presideffin your
package--I couldn't find Russ
Rourke to ask him about it.

In fact, I couldn't find anybody,
so just had to go ahead and hope
for the best!

E. 8/14



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Eleanor -

Only one missing is Scowcroft
Comments are all here --

I think it would have to go up as
a Jim Connor memo to President

giving him the facts.

4 M Trudy ’






FOR ACTION: Jack Marsh
Phil Buchen
Bob Hartmann
Jim Lynn
Max Friedersdorf
Brent Scowcroft
Jim Connor
Bill Baroody
Dave Gergen

SUBJECT: Invitation to the President to serve as Honorary Chairman
of Citizens Committee to Commemorate 20th Anniversary of
Hungarian Freedom Fighters

Time: Immediate turnaround since Presidential decision required
by 6 P.M., August 13.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON ACTION
) August 14, 1976
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM: JAMES E. CON
SUBJECT: Invitation to serve as the Honorary Chairman of this year's

commemoration of the Hungarian Freedom Fighters Federation

You have received an invitation from Congressman Frank Horton to serve

as the Honorary Chairman of this year's commemoration of the Hungarian
Freedom Fighters Federation. This proposal has caused some concern

in the staff. Attached at Tab A is a paper explaining the circumstances,

a copy of Congressman Horton's letter to you, a proposed letter of acceptance,
and initial comments on the proposal from Brent Scowcroft and the Counsel's
office (Barry Roth). :

It was deemed that further staffing was required and the proposal was staffed
to Messrs. Buchen, Baroody, Marsh, Friedersdorf, Lynn, Hartmann, Gergen
and Gen. Scowcroft. Staffing resulted in the following: (Friedersdorf had no
comment) '
Option 1: Accept invitation to serve as Honorary Chairman,

Agree: Jack Marsh

Option 2: Decline invitation to serve as Chairman and send appropriate
message to the Federation. -
Agree: Buchen, Gergen, Scowcroft (he notes that no President
has ever recognized any earlier anniversary of this organization)

Option 3: Decline invitation to serve as Chairman, but offer to greet officers
of the Committee in a brief Oval Office ceremony (in addition to sending message.)
Agree: Baroody (Kuropas), Lynn, Hartmann.

DECISION: : :
Option 1: Approve ‘ Disapprove
Option 2: Approve Disapprove
Option 3: Approve Disapprove

Depending upon which option you select, the appropriate papers will be
prepared for your signature,.

Attachments






4

In behalf of Dr. Andrds Pogany, President of the Hungarian
Freedom Fighters Federation, Representative Frank Horton has invited
the President to serve as the }bmrary Chairman of this year's
commemoration.

* Representative Horton p'oints out that this year's celebration
is particularly significant in that the 20th Anniversary of the
Hungarian uprising ocoincides with our own Bicentennial.

Representative Horton's office has verbally advised Russ Rourke
that the following Members of Congress have already agreed to serve on
this year's committee: Senators Dole and Inouye, Congressmen Horton,
Zablocki, Derwinski, O'Neil and Speaker Albert.

Attached are the original letter of invitation from Representative
Horton, a proposed letter of acceptance and initial comments on the
proposal from Brent Scowcroft and Barry Roth.

The deadline for Presidential action on this proposal is 6 P.M,,
Friday, August 13.

Please indicate your position ASAP:

Option 1: President should accept mv:LtatJ.on to serve as
Honorary Chairman.

Agree (Marsh)
Disagree

Option 2: President should decline invitation to serve as
Chairman and send appropriate message to the Federation.

Agree V (Buchen, Gergen,
Scowcroft)
Disagree

Option 3: President should decline invitation to serve as
Chairman, but offer to greet officers of the Comnittee
in a brief Oval Office ceremony (in addition to send-
ing message).

Agree { Baroody, Lynn )

. Hartmann
Disagree
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The Honorable Gerald R. Ford
The President

The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President: -

Ten years ago I had the privilege of serving as Chairman of the Citizen's
Committee to.Commemorate the Tenth Anniversary of the 1956 Hungarian
revolution. -

This year I was honored by the Hungarian Freedom Fighters' Federation to
be asked to serve as Chairman of the committee that will commemorate the
20th anniversary of this valiant attempt of the Hungarian people to free them~
selves from Communist rule. Because of your long-standing friendship with
the Hungarian-American community and because the 20th anniversary is
especially significant tQ Hungarian-Americans in that it coincides with the
American Bicentennial, the President of the Freedom Fighters, Dr. Andras
Pogany, has asked me to extend to you his personal invitation to serve as

an honorary Chairman of this year's commemoration.

If you are willing to serve, your name will be featured on the commemoration
committee's letterhead, which will be used to ask governors and mayors through-
out the country to issue proclamations in honor of the Freedom Fighters*
courage in the face of Soviet tanks twenty years ago. On Tuesday, August

_ﬁ “ 3, a member of my staff will call your office to obtain your consent
to serve as a leader of this year's commemoration.

In a year when all Americans are re-dedicating themselves to the principles
of democracy and individual freedom, I hope you will honor the Freedom
Fighters and the hundreds of thousands of Hungarian~-Americans by serving
as honorary Chairman of this group.

With kindest personal regards, Iam

Sincerely,

Zrank Horton
FH:DAL:drrm

‘ P.S. Similar invitations have been issued to Congressman John J. Rhodes,

Congressman Edward J. Derwinski, Congressman Clement J. Zablocki,
Senator Mike Mansfield, Senator Hugh Scott, Senator Hubert H. Humphrey,
Senator Daniel K. Inouye, and Senator Robert Dole.



THE WHITE HOUSE . 2270

WASHINCTON "

—~SOMNEIDENTIA L T August 7, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR JACK MARSH

FROM: Brent Scowcroft @

SUBJECT: _ Hungarian Freedom Fighters 20th Anniversary

It is clear from paragraph three of Representative Frank Horton's letter
of July 27 (Tab I) that the Citizen's Committee to Commemorate the 20th
Anniversary of the Hungarian Freedom Fighters plans to generate con~-
siderable attention and publicity to the 20th anniversary events, all of
which would feature the President's name on the Committee's letterhead,

Taking domestic considerations into account, I believe the President might
wish to send a message to the Hungarian Freedom Fighters Federation on
the occasion of the 20th anniversary commemoration. From the viewpoint
of foreign policy, I recommend against the President's agreeing to serve
as Honorary Chairman -~ were he to do so, it would involve a Presidential
endorsement of each and everyone of the Federation's pronouncements,
publications and activities between now and late October - early November.
This would probably evoke an adverse reaction in the Hungarian and Soviet
press; this in turn might develop into a controversy in the U,S. press.

If you agree, we will staff forward a recommended messa.ge for the
President's approval closer to the time of the event, and I would recommend
that you revise the reply to Representative Horton to eliminate the link
between the 20th and 200th anniversaries and to advise that rather than

serving as Honorary Chairman, the President prefers and will look forward

to sending a message to the Federation on the occasion of the 20th anniversary.

o ¢(Q§CM¢§!FIFD
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 5, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: RUSS ROURKE

FROM: BARRY ROTH '4}4

As we discussed, attached is a possible acceptance letter

should NSC recommend that the President serve as Honorary
Chairman., Myron Kuropas indicates he has no objection to
accepting this invitation. Jeanne Davis' office has indicated

that "the whole question has been under consideration for some
time at high levels' and that no decision has been yet reached.
While Phil Buchen is concerned that acceptance might appear

to be overly political, he will go along with whatever recommenda-.
tion NSC makes.



THE WHITE HOUSE

ACTION _;\[E.\IORAND[:L\’i WASHINGTON & LOG NO.:
Date: August 12, 1976 Time:

FOR ACTION: cc (for information):

Bill Baroody Dave Gergen Jack Marsh
Phil Buchen Bob Hartmann Brent Scowcroft
Max Fri edersdorf Jim nn

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY

DUE: Date: Friday, August 13 Time: 10 A. M,

SUBJECT':

Invitation to the President to serve as
Honorary Chairman of Citizens Committee
to Commemorate 20th Anniversary of

Hungarian Freedom Fighters

ACTION REQUESTED:

——_ For Necessary Action _}_(_ For Your Recommendations
— . Prepare Agenda and Brief v Draft Reply
X For Your Comments e Draft Remarks
REMARKS:
This subject is being staffed to obtain all possible
comments on this subject for the President.
He must make his decision tomorrow.
For this reason your prompt response would be
appreciated.
R _‘
N2 B / '
PLﬁAél‘: %I'IACH T}ﬂIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMIT TED
<3
it voa :hg./a o‘-é"?@e:tmﬂc or if you anticipate a
celey in Sufﬁrlu-:nr' the required material, please Jim Connor

zlephcene the Staff Secretary immediately. For the President



In behalf of Dr. Andras Pogany, President of the Hungarian
Freedom Fighters Federation, Representative Frank Horton has invited
the President to serve as the Honorary Chairman of this year's
commemoration.

Representative Horton points out that this year's celebration
is particularly significant in that the 20th Anniversary of the
Hungarian uprising coincides with our own Bicentennial.

Representative Horton's office has verbally advised Russ Rourke
that the following Members of Congress have already agreed to serve on
this year's committee: Senators Dole and Inouye, Congressmen Horton,
Zablocki, Derwinski, O'Neil and Speaker Albert.

Attached are the original letter of invitation from Representative
Horton, a proposed letter of acceptance and initial comments on the
proposal from Brent Scowcroft and Barxry Roth.

The deadline for Presidential action on this proposal is 6 P.M.,
Friday, August 13.

Please indicate your position ASAP: .

Option 1l: President should accept invitation to serve as
Honorary Chairman.

Agree
Disagree

Option 2: President should decline invitation tc serve as
Chairman and send appropriate message to the Federation.
Agree
Disagree

Option 3: President should decline invitation to serve as
Chairman, but offer to greet officers of the Committee

in a brief Oval Office ceremony (in addition to send-
ing message) .

e S-S Y

Disagree —
gxr —_———— ——, SOl g Nx‘ g(\wu%’



THE WHITE HOUSE

ACTION MEMNORANDUM WASHINGTON LOG NO.:
Date: August 12, 1976 Time:

FOR ACTION: cc (for information):

Bill Baroody Dave Gergen Jack Marsh
Phil Buchen Bob Hartimann Brent Scowcroft
Max Fri edersdorf ég « Jim Lynn

I VI T TARY

DUE: Date: Friday, August 13 Time: 10 A. M.
SUBJECT:

Invitation to the President to serve as
Honorary Chairman of Citizens Committee
to Commemorate 20th Anniversary of

Hungarian Freedom Fighters

ACTION REQUESTED:

X

..... For Necessary Action — _For Your Recommendations
_____ Prepare Agenda and Brief - Drait Reply
X For Your Comments — Draft Remarks

REMARKS:

This subject is being staffed to obtain all possible
comments on this subject for the President.

He must make his decision tomorrow,

For this reason your prompt response would be
appreciated.

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED.

If vou have any questions or if you anticipate a
delay in submitting the required material, please Jim Connor
talephone the Staff Secretary immediately. For the President



THE WHITE HOUSE

ACTION MEMORANDUM WASHINGTON | LOG NO.:
Date: August 12, 1976 Time:

FOR ACTION: cc (for information):

Bill Baroody Dave Gergen Jack Marsh
Phil Buchen Bob Hartmann Brent Scowcroft
Max Fri edersdorf Jim Lynn

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY

DUE: Date: Friday, August 13 Time: 10 A. M.

SUBJECT:

Invitation to the President to serve as
Honorary Chairman of Citizens Committee
to Commemorate 20th Anniversary of

Hungarian Freedom Fighters

ACTION REQUESTED:

.

X

—— For Necessary Action > For Your Recommendations
- Prepare Agenda and Brief —— Draft Reply
X For Your Comments - Draft Remarks

REMARKS:

This subject is heing staifed to obtain all possible
comments on this subject for the President.

He must make his decision tomorrow,

For this reason your prompt response would be
appreciated,

I recommend Option 2.

VB

Philip W. Buchen
Counsel to the President

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED.

If you have any questions or if you anticipate a

delav in submitting the reqguired material, please Jim Connor

For the President

talephone the Staff Secretary immediately.



THE WHITE HOUSE

ACTION MEMORANDUM WASHINGTON - LOG NO.:
Date: August 12, 1976 Time:

FOR ACTION: cc (for information):

Bill Baroody Dave Gergen Jack Marsh
Phil Buchen Bob Hartmann Brent Scowcroft
Max Fri =dersdorf Jim Lynn

FROM THE STArT SECRETARY

DUE: Date: Friday, August 13 Time: 10 A. M,

SUBJECT:

Invitation to the President to serve as
Honorary Chairman of Citizens Committee
to Commemorate 20th Anniversary of

Hungarian Freedom Fighters

ACTION REQUESTED:

- For Necessary Action _X“_ For Your Recommendations
._____; Prepare Agenda and Brief . Draft Reply
X For Your Comments — Draft Remarks

REMARKS: |

This subject is being staffed to obtain all possible
comments on this subject for the President.

He must make his decision tomorrow,

For this reason your prompt response would be
appreciated.

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIA SPBMITTED.

I1f youa have any qguestions or if you unticip&éu
Celay in submitiing the required material, please Jim Connor
talephone the Staff Secretary immediately. For the President






THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Dear Frank:

Many thanks for your thoughtful letter of July 27.

I was interested to learn of the plans for commem-
orating the Twentieth Anniversary of the 1956
Hungarian Revolution. I appreciate your extending
the o33 invitation to me, on behalf of Dr. Andras
Pogany of the Hungarian Freedom Fighters Federa-
tion, to serve as Honorary Chairman of this year's
commemoration.

Because the twentieth anniversary of the Freedom
Fighters coincides with our Nation's Bicentennial
observance, I am especially happy to accept the
invitation to participate in this year's commemora-
tive program in this manner. Please extend my
thanks and very best wishes to Dr. Pogany and his
associates in the Federation. )

Sincerely,

The Honorable Frank Horton
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20515




THE WHITE HOUSE
ACTION NEMORANDUM WASHINGTON - 1LOG NO.:

Date: August 12, 1976 »S/\)&‘/
W
P

FOR ACTION: cc (for information):

Bill Baroody Dave Gergen Jack Marsh
Phil Buchen Bob Hartimann Brent Scowcroft
Max Fri edersdorf Jim Lynn

FROM THE STATF SECRETARY

DUE: Date: Friday, August13 Time: 10 A. M,

SUBJECT:

Invitation to the President to serve as
- Honorary Chairman of Citizens Committee
to Commmemorate 20th Anniversary of
Hungarian Freedom Fighters

ACTION REQUESTED:
X

-— - For Necessary Action -2 For Your Recommendations
_* Prepare Agenda and Brief __ Draft Reply
X For Your Comments e Draft Remarks

REMARKS:

This subject is being staffed to obtain all possible
comments on this subject for the President,

He must make his decision tomorrow,

For this reason your prompt response would be
appreciated,

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED.

Ii vou have any questions or if you anticipate a
Jim Connor

For the President

delay in submilting the reguired material, please
tzleplicne the Staff Secretary immediately.



In behalf of Dr. Andras Pogany, President of the Hungarian
Freedom Fighters Federation, Representative Frank Horton has invited
the President to serve as the Honorary Chairman of this year's
commemoration.

Representative Horton points out that this year's celebration
is particularly significant in that the 20th Anniversary of the
Hungarian uprising coincides with our own Bicentennial.

Representative Horton's office has verbally advised Russ Rourke
that the following Members of Congress have already agreed to serve on
this year's committee: Senators Dole and Inouye, Congressmen Horton,
Zablocki, Derwinski, O'Neil and Speaker Albert.

Attached are the original letter of invitation from Representative
Horton, a proposed letter of acceptance and initial comments on the
proposal from Brent Scowcroft and Barry Roth.

The deadline for Presidential action on this proposal is 6 P.M.,
Friday, August 13.

Please indicate your position ASAP:

Option 1: President should accept invitation to serve as
Honorary Chairman.

Agree
Disagree

President should decline invitation to serve as
Chairmman and send appropriate message to the Federation.

Ygree No President has ever recognized.,any earlier anniversan
of this organization, Brent Sc oft

Disagree

Option 3: President should decline invitation to serve as
Chairman, but offer to greet officers of the Committee
in a brief Oval Office ceremony (in addition to send-
ing message) .

Agree

Disagree
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