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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 16, 1976

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL

MEMORANDUM FOR: JIM CANNON
FROM: - JIM CONNORO&E\‘ﬁ

SUBJECT: INTERPOL
The President reviewed the attached memorandum from

Secretary Simon and decided not to make a decision at this
time.

However the President asked that you try to work with Secretary
Simon and the Attorney General to resolve the problem.

Please follow-up with appropriate action.

cc: -Dick Cheney

Digitized from Box C44 of The Presidential Handwriting File at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library






THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 15, 1976

MR PRESIDENT:
INTERPOL

Staffing of the attached memorandum indicated very strong disagreement
on Secretary Simon's proposal.

Jim Cannon, Phil Buchen and Bill Seidman suggested that the matter
is not yet ready for firm action at this stage and asked that you do not
approve Secretary Simon's proposal.

Rather it is suggested that you direct the Domestic Council to try to
work out an amenable agreement short of your direct solution of the
proposal. If you approve, I will indicate to Jim Cannon that they
should take steps to work out such an agreement.

Approve ;I El, Disapprove

Jim Connor



THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY
WASHINGTON 20220

JUL 8 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: INTERPOL

The Attorney General has notified me that he
intends to terminate the Treasury Department as
operator of the Washington National Central Bureau
of INTERPOL and the United States Representative to
INTERPOL, the international police communications
network. I oppose this change as unwarranted and
. detrimental to the Federal law enforcement effort.

Although, by statute (22 U.S.C. 263(a)), the
Attorney General was originally designated as the
United States Representative to INTERPOL, the statute
was amended in 1958 to enable the Attorney General to
designate the Secretary of the Treasury as INTERPOL
Representative; he did so, primarily because INTERPOL
at that time appeared to have no real future as a law
enforcement tool, and U.S. representation was negligible.
Since 1958, Treasury has developed INTERPOL into a
valuable weapon for both Federal and local law enforce-
ment agencies in combatting criminals who operate
internationally. The U.S. INTERPOL office is run by
the Secret Service, with direct participation by agents
of the Customs Service, the Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms.

It has provided service of unchallenged excellence to
Justice Department agencies as well as other Federal
agencies and the State and local police.

Although the Justice Department agrees that the
Washington Bureau of INTERPOL is well managed and
operated, the Justice Department now desires to assume
control of it because of its desire to aggrandize its
position in Federal law enforcement.



To transfer this operation at this particular time
is, in my opinion, totally inadvisable, and exposes this
Administration to criticism. President Nixon's action
in 1973 in moving a substantial Customs function out of
Treasury and concentrating more law enforcement activity
in Justice opened sores within the Federal law enforce-
ment community which have only begun to heal. Under the
impartial leadership you have prov1ded to the campaign
against narcotics trafflcklng in the United States,
Federal enforcement agenc1es are just beginning to work
together meaningfully again. It would be particularly
regrettable if the good will that is now being infused
into the various enforcement agencies were to be dissi-
pated by a purely bureaucratic maneuver. Moreover, at
this critical tlme, when you have directed intensified
efforts against crime, such a transfer can only result
in the diminished effectiveness of the Washlngton
Bureau and a long period for the Bureau's user agencies,
as well as overseas correspondents, to familiarize with
new contacts and procedures.

I, therefore, recommend that you direct the Attorney
General to defer any termination of the Treasury Depart-
ment as the lead agency in operating INTERPOL until the
matter has been thoroughly reviewed by the Domestic
Council.

Approve{v

Disapprove:




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Bob Linder -

We received this letter this
morning - even though the
address was far from correct.
I am staffing since it is a decision
memo but thought you should know

about it.

Trudy Fry
7/9/76












EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

JUL 15 175
MEMORANDUM FOR: THE STAFF SECRETARY
FROM: DANIEL KEARNEYPA
SUBJECT: William E. Simon Memo July 8, 1976

Re: INTERPOL

Comments have been requested on the attached memo from
Secretary Simon to the President requesting the President
to direct the Attorney General to defer termination of the
delegation of INTERPOL responsibilities to Treasury until
the matter has been reviewed by the Domestic Council.

Under existing law, the Attorney General designates the

U.S. Representative to INTERPOL. These responsibilities were
delegated to Treasury in 1958 primarily because the FBI Director
at that time did not wish to maintain relations with INTERPOL
and Treasury believed that their drug enforcement efforts

would be enhanced by cooperation with INTERPOL. Since that
time, prime drug enforcement responsibility has been transferred
from Treasury to Justice (with the creation of DEA) and a new
FBI Director has been named. Given the primary Justice mission
in law enforcement and the desire of present Justice officials
to work closely with INTERPOL, it appears appropropriate that
primary liaison with INTERPOL reside in the Justice Department.

The actions of the Attorney General in notifying the Secretary

of Treasury that this delegation is being withdrawn are consistent
with existing law. We see no reason why the President should
order the Attorney General to reverse his decision. Treasury
agencies can continue their liaison with INTERPOL regardless of
the location of the office.

It should be noted that the Justice Department has indicated
to the Congress that this delegation has been withdrawn so the
Attorney General would probably strongly resist any effort to
change his decision.

We recommend that the President take no action to direct the
Attorney General to change his decision.






THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 14, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: JIM CONN

ol

N e
SUBJECT: Secretary William E. Simon's
Memorandum of 7/8/76 RE: Interpol

NI

FROM: JIM CA

Can this INTERPOL issue be held until we try to get
Tyler and Dixon to resolve it?

Attachment



MEMORANDUM -

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 13, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: Jim Cannon
FROM: Dick Parsons >
SUBJECT: Secretary William E. Simon's Memorandum

of 7-8-76 re: INTERPOL

I do not believe the subject memorandum should go forward to
the President at this time.

The matter referred to in the memorandum has been the subject
of discussion between the Department of Justice and the
Department of the Treasury for almost a year. Of late, the
discussion has risen to the level of the Deputy Attorney
General and the Deputy Secretary of the Treasury. I am
advised by the Deputy Attorney General that the Attorney
General has not focused on the matter, let alone made a
decision to terminate the Department of the Treasury as the
lead agency in operating U.S. INTERPOL. Moreover, Justice
was not aware of Secretary Simon's interest in the matter
until this memorandum was brought to its attention by the
White House. .

I believe we may be able to resolve this matter, or at least
defer it for a while, * without bringing the President into
the fray.

Recommendation

1. That you recommend that Jim Conn@r not send Secretary
Simon's memorandum to the President at this time.

2. That I call Deputy Attorney General Tyler and Deputy
Secretary of the Treasury Dixon to see if this matter
can be more amicably resolved.

\

* Jack Anderson has written several articles unfavorable to
the Department of Justice and the Administration concerning
this question. We would be well advised to avoid more
articles of this type prior to the election.



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503
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MEMORANDUM FOR: THE STAFF SECRETARY

FROM: DANIEL KEARNEY3& -
SUBJECT: William E. Simon Memo July 8, 1976

Re: INTERPOL

Comments have been requested on the attached memo from
Secretary Simon to the President reguesting the President
to direct the Attorney General to defer termination of the
delegation of INTERPOL responsibilities to Treasury until
the matter has been reviewed by the Domestic Council.

Under existing law, the Attorney General designates the

U.S. Representative to INTERPOL. These responsibilities were
delegated to Treasury in 1958 primarily because the FBI Director
at that time did not wish to maintain relations with INTERPOL
and Treasury believed that their drug enforcement efforts

would be enhanced by cooperation with INTERPOL. Since that
time, prime drug enforcement responsibility has been transferred
from Treasury to Justice (with the creation of DEA) and a new
FBI Director has been named. Given the primary Justice mission
in law enforcement and the desire of present Justice officials
to work closely with INTERPOL, it appears appropropriate that
primary liaison with INTERPOL reside in the Justice Department.

The actions of the Attorney General in notifying the Secretary

of Treasury that this delegation is being withdrawn are consistent
with existing law. We see no reason why the President should
order the Attorney General to reverse his decision. Treasury
agencies can continue their liaison with INTERPOL regardless of
the location of the office.

Tt should be noted that the Justice Department has indicated
to the Congress that this delegation has been withdrawn so the
Attorney General would probably strongly resist any effort to
change his decision.

We recommend that the President take no action to direct the
Attorney General to change his decision.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 14, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: JIM CONN R(\\\Q/

FROM: JIM CANNQN,
I o

SUBJECT: Secretary William E. Simon's
Memorandum: of 7/8/76 RE: Interpcl

/

.\\»/

Can this INTERPOL issu€ be held until we try to get
Tyler and Dixon to resolve it?

Attachment



MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

.

WASHINGTON

July 13, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: Jim Cannon, /
, T~
FROM: Dick Parsons '(’)
SUBJECT: Secretary William E. Simon's Memorandum

of 7-8-76 re: INTERPOL

I do not believe the subject memorandum should go forward to
the President at this time.

The matter referred to in the memorandum has been the subject
of discussion between the Department of Justice and the
Department of the Treasury for almost a year. Of late, the
discussion has risen to the level of the Deputy Attorney
Geéeneral and the Deputy Secretary of the Treasury. I am
advised by the Deputy Attorney General that the Attorney
General has not focused on the matter, let alone made a
decision to terminate the Department of the Treasury as the
lead agency in operating U.S. INTERPOL. Moreover, Justice
was not aware of Secretary Simon's interest in the matter
until this memorandum was brought to its attention by the
White House.

I believe we may be able to resolve this matter, or at least
defer it for a while, * without bringing the President into
the fray.

Recommendation

1. That you recommend that Jim Conngr not send Secretary
Simon's memorandum to the President at this time.

2.  That I call Deputy Attorney General Tyler and Deputy
Secretary of the Treasury Dixon to see if this matter
can be more amicably resolved.

\

* Jack Anderson has written several articles unfavorable to
the Department of Justice and the Administration concerning |
this question. We would be well advised to avoid more
articles of this type prior to the election.





















THE WHITE HOUSE

ACTION MEMORANDUM WASIHINGTON L.OG NO.:
L - SR

Date: July 9, 1976 - Time:
" FOR ACTION: ' cc (for information):

Phil Buchen Bi idman

Jim Cannon Jack Marsh

Max Friedersdorf Brent Scowcroft

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY

DUE: Date: Monday, July 12 Time: 2 P. M.

SUBJECT:

William E, Simon memo 7/8/76
re: INTERPOL

ACTION REQUESTED:

For Necessary Action _ X _ For Your Recommendations
Prepare Agenda and Brief Draft Reply
For Your Comments —_  Draft Remarks

REMARKS:

%

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED.

If you have any questions or if you anticipate a
delay in submitting the required material, please Jim Connor
telephone the Stafi Secretary immediately. : For th
€ Preside
nt



MEMORANDUM 3979

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

MEMORANDUM FOR: JAMES M., m

by

FROM: Jeanne W. Dav

SUBJECT: Secretary Simon's Memorandum
on INTERPOL

The NSC Staff has no objection on national security grounds to
Secretary Simon's memorandum to the President on INTERPOL.






THE WIHITE HOUSE

A ‘ACTION MEMORANDUM WASHINGTON LOG NO.:
Date: July 9, 1976 Time:
' FOR ACTION: cc (for information): ,
Phil Buchen Bill Seidman

Jim Cannon Jack Marsh |
Max Friedersdorf # P Brent Scowcroft :
CRETAR '

FROM THE STAFT S Y
DUE: Date: Monday, July 12 : / Time: 2 P.M.
SUBJECT:

William E. Simon memo 7/8/76
re: INTERPOL

ACTION REQUESTED:

For Necessary Action _ X For Your Recommendations
Prepare Agenda and Brief Draft Reply
For Your Comments Draft Remarks

t

REMARKS:

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED.

If you have any questions or if you anticipate a
delay in submitting the required material, please’ Jim Connor

telephone the Staf{ Secretary immediately. For the Presig .
es1 ent



>

THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY
WASHINGTON 20220

JUL 8 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: INTERPOL

The Attorney General has notified me that he
intends to terminate the Treasury Department as
operator of the Washington National Central Bureau
. of INTERPOL and the United States Representative to
INTERPOL, the international police communications
network. I oppose this change as unwarranted and
detrimental to the Federal law enforcement effort.

Although, by statute (22 U.S.C. 263(a)), the
Attorney General was originally designated as the
United States Renresentative to INTERPOL, the statute
was amended in 1958 to enable the Attorney General to
designate the Secretary of the Treasury as INTERPOL
Representative; he did so, primarily because INTERPOL
at that time appeared to have no real future as a law
enforcement tool, and U.S. representation was negligible.
Since 1958, Treasury has developed INTERPOL into a
valuable weapon for both Federal and local law enforce-
ment agencies in combatting criminals who operate
internationally. The U.S. INTERPOL office is run by
the Secret Service, with direct participation by agents
of the Customs Service, the Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms.
It has provided service of unchallenged excellence to
Justice Department agencies as well as other Federal
agencies and the State and local police.

Although the Justice Department agrees that the
Washinagton Bureau of INTERPOL is well managed and
operated, the Justice Department now desires to assume
control of it because of its desire to aggrandize its
position in Federal law enforcement.



To transfer this operation at this particular time
is, in my opinion, totally inadvisable, and exposes this
Administration to criticism. President Nivon's action
in 1973 in moving a gsubstantial Customs function out of
Treasury and concentrating more law enforcement activity
in Justice opened sores within the Pederal law enforce-
ment community which have only begun to heal. Under the
impartial leadership you have provided to the campaign
against narcotics trafficking in the United States,
Federal enforcement agencies are just beginning to work
together meaningfully again. It would be particularly
regrettable if the good will that ig now being infused
into the various enforcement agencies were toO be dissi-
pated by a purely bureaucratic maneuver. Moreover, at
this critical time, when you have directed intensified
efforts against crime, such a transfer can only result
in the diminished effectiveness of the Washington
Bureau and a long period for the Bureau's user agencies,
as well as overseas correspondents, to familiarize with

new contacts and procedures.

I, therefore, recommend that you direct the Attorney
Ceneral to defer any termination of the Treasury Depart-
ment as the lead agency in operating INTCRPOL until the

matter has been thoroughly reviewed by the Domestic
Council.

&

William E. Simon

Approve:

Disapprove: _

/51gnod) William X. Simon




THE WHITE HOUSE

ACTION MEMORANDUM WASHINGTON LOG NO.:
Date: July 9, 1976 Time:
"FOR ACTION: cc (for information):
Phil Buchen Bill Seidman
Jim Cannon Jack Marsh
Max Friedersdorf Brent Scowcroft
Jim Lynn
FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY ‘
DUE: Date: Monday, July 12 Time: 2 P.M.
SUBJECT:

William E. Simon memo 7/8/76

re: INTERPOL

ACTION REQUESTED:

—_Yor Necessary Action X

—__ Prepare Agenda and Brief

Tor Your Commments

REMARKS:

For Your Recommendations
Draft Reply

Draft Rernarks

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED.

If you have any questions or if vou anticipate a

delay in submitting the required moterial, ploase

telephone the Staff Secretary immediately.

Jim Connor
For the Pye sident











