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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

On 7/12/76 showed this to Jim Connor 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 9, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: JIM CONNOR 

FROM: DAVID LISSY~ 
SUBJECT: General Brown 

Per our conversation, attached are two letters for the 
President's signature. Max tells me he discussed this 
matter with the President and the President agreed to 
send a letter. Also attached are copies of the NJCR~ 
resolution, the telegram from Hoffberger and the letters 
the President signed a year and a half ago. 

I am holding about 100 letters and telegrams. Once the 
President approves a letter, I would use that as the form 
for the replies -- most of which could go over my 
signature. The ones to leaders of national organizations 
should go over the President's signature --but they are 
few in number. 

Attachments 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Mr. Hoffberger: 

Thank you for your telegram regarding General 
Brown's response to questions during his recent con­
firmation hearings. I can understand the concern you 
express. 

As you know, I personally rebuked General Brown for 
his comments at Duke University over a year and a 
half ago and General Brown publicly . apologized at 
that time. I believe he fully understands that his 
remarks then were entirely wrong and were highly 
offensive. I appreciate that General Brown's 
latest statements raise questions in your mind. 
His choice of words was ill conceived, but taken 
as a whole his testimony meant to convey that 
he was wrong before and that he knew it. 

There is certainly nothing inappropriate about 
American citizens expressing their point of view. 
That is the essence of our system and we would all 
do well to remain ever sensitive to that fact. 

I have strong views on the subject of bigotry and 
intolerance. I have not hesitated to express 
myself on that score and I will not countenance 
either in any official of government. In fairness 
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to General Brown, however, the inelegance of his 
oral expression should be measured against his 
service to this nation, including his direction of 
the United States airlift to Israel in 1973. 

You are right to be ever vigilant. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Jerold C. Hoffberger 
President 
Council of Jewish Federations 

and Welfare Funds 
315 Park Avenue, South 
New York, New York 10010 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

Mr. Jerold c. Hoffberger 
President 
Council of Jewish Federations 

and Welfare Funds 
315 Park Avenue, South 
New York, New York 10010 
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THE WHITE HO U SE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Mr. Mann: 

I have read the resolution passed by the National 
Jewish Community Relations Advisory Council regard­
ing General Brown's response to questions during 
his recent confirmation hearings and I can readily 
understand the concern expressed. 

As you know, I personally rebuked General Brown for 
his comments at Duke University over a year and a 
half ago and General Brown publicly apologized at 
that time. I believe he fully understands that his 
remarks then were entirely wrong and were highly 
offensive. I appreciate that General Brown's 
latest statements raise questions in your mind. 
His choice of words was ill conceived, but taken 
as a whole his testimony meant to convey that 
he was wrong before and that he knew it. 

There is certainly nothing inappropriate about 
American citizens expressing their point of view. 
That is the essence of our system and we would all 
do well to remain ever sensitive to that fact. 

I have strong views on the subject of bigotry and 
intolerance. I have not hesitated to express 
myself on that score and I will not countenance 
either in any official of government. In fairness 
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to General Brown, however, the inelegance of his 
oral expression should be measured against his 
service to this nation, including his direction of 
the United States airlift to Israel in 1973. 

You are right to be ever vigilant. 

Sincerely, 

Theodore R. Mann, Esq. 
Chairman 
National Jewish Community 

Relations Advisory Council 
44 West 42nd Street 
New York, New York 10036 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

Theodore R. Mann, Esq. 
Chairman 
National Jewish Community 

Relations Advisory Council 
44 West 42nd Street 
New York, New York 10036 



General Brown's responses to questions by Sen1 tors yesterday at the 

hearing on his confinnation reflect again his ma:·ked Llsensitivity to a basic 

aspect of the American system. The application of such insensitivity and 

ignorance in the field of military preparedness and intelligence would plainly 

pose a serious hazard to the interests of the nation. The fitness of General 

Brown to hold the high office for which he has been nominated is called into 

question by his latest manifestation of lack of judgment and discretion. 



__! •• , , 

_! 1 
4 .. 5. 

1 

• 2 

.. 

: WHBI97<1328><2•128~,E18!>PO 17/8117, QEwP 
• 5 lOS lPIINTZZ CSP 

: 3118377,13 TOMT BALTIMORE MD 91 PUAPQ ,QWPP EST 
• a IIMS PRESIDENT C:ERALO R FORO 

1
: WHITE HOUSE DC 21,111 

• n DEAlt MR PRESIDENT 

lil4~ :! fJit ~aust 
,. r~ttlgton 

\976 n., I PM 2 21 

c 

:: t:ENERAL .BROWN'S STATEMENTS ABOUT JEWS TO THE SENATE ARt.£0 SER¥1CES 
• 14 COhiMITTE£ ARE DEEPLY DISTURBltG TO ALL AMEftiCANS WHO CHERIStl OUR 

15 
NATION'S BASIC DEMOCRATIC PRINCIPLES 

16 

• 11 THEY ARE PARTICULARLY DISTRESSIN: BECAUSE THIS IS THE SECOND TltE HE 
:: HAS UTTERED THEM AND NOW UNDERMINE HIS FORMER RETRACTIONS DESPITE 

• 20 YOUR REBUKE 
21 
KNOWl~· YOUR OWN COMMITMENTS TO AMERICA'S HIGHEST PRINCIPLES, I HOPE 

YOU WILL TAKE APPROPRIATE· ACTION IN YOUR CAPACITY AS THE HEAD OF 
24 

25 THIS NATION Ar«J IN YOUR UNIQUE RESPONSI8lt.l TY F'OR IT'S ..ORAL 
• 26 LEADERSHIP 

• 
• ... 

• 



. . 
J • ... 

.. 

• 2 

3 

4 

• 5 

6 
JEROLD C HOFF8ERG£R PR£SIOENT COUNCIL OF JEWISH FEDERATIONS 

• • ANJ WELFARE FUNDS 
' NNNN 

• 
t. 
• 
• 



• ' . 
r. 

I 

• 2 • 
I' I . 2 21 • 

4 
~HB097<1320)(2-128649~183>PD 07/~1/76 QE~, 

• 5 ICS IP ATZZ CSP 

: 30183776 3 T MT BALTIAORE AD 90 PUAPQ PQnPP EST 

• a PMS PRES! NT GERAL~ R FORD · ~ 
10 

WHITE HOUS I"\ "050e. 

• n DEAR AR PRESI E ·T 

:: GENERAL SRO N' S STA TEME TS ABOUT JEWS TO THE SENATE ARMED SERVICES 

• 14 COMMfTTEE ARE EPL Y ISTURBI -JG TO ALL AMERICANS WHO CHERISH OUR 

: NATIO 'S ASI~ DE~OCRATIC PRI IPLES 

• 11 THEY ARE PARTICULARLY ISTR~SSI .JG BECAUSE THIS IS THE SECOND TIME HE 
II 

HAS UTTERED THE~ AND NO ~ UNOCRAI ;:. HIS FORMER RETRACTIONS DESPITE 
19 

• 20 YOUR REBUKE 
21 

22 KNOW!~ YOUR OWN CO'AMITME TS TO AMERICA •s HIGHEST PRINCIPLES, I HOPE 

YOU WILL TAKE APPROPRIATE ACTIO IN YOUR CAPACITY AS THE HEAD OF 
24 

25 THIS \JATIO' AND IN YOUR UNIQUE RESPONSIBILITY FOR IT•s MORAL 

• 26 LEADERSHIP 



• 2 

3 

4 . 5 
6 

JEROLD C HOFFBERGER PR~SIDE~T COUNCIL OF JEWISH FEDERATIONS 
• • AND WELFARE FUNDS 

9 

10 . 11 
12 

13 

. 14 

15 

16 . 17 
11 

19 

• 20 

21 

22 . 23 
24 

25 

• 26 

NNNN 

• 
t • 
• 
• ... 



P-39 (2nd Revf RESTRICTED USAGE 

"" Re: General George S. Brown's remarks at Duke University 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHII':GTON 

1 1974 

Dear /s/ ~ . 
Thank you for yir lette~ about General George S. 
Brown's remarks ~ Duke University. I not only 
appreciate and un erstand your concern but I have 
publicly rebuked t e General and privately con-

· veyed to him in no terms my disapproval 
of his comments. 

Throughout his milita career, as you may be 
a\'7are, General Brown h s had a distinguished 
record of service to hi nation. For this rea­
son, although I consider his remarks a serious 
mistake, I do not plan to ask for his resignation. 
The General has recognize his . mistake and has 
publicly apologized. 

I appreciate your taking the time to let me know 
your views on this. 

Sincerely, 

/s/ 
///IIIII/III/ 
///II/II/II// 

GRF:RLE:PAT:/s / 
P-39 (2nd Rev.) 
60 
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?~ '•,4. . ..,..It}: 
Re: Remarks of General Brown at Duke University 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASIIINGTON 

December 18, 1974 

\ 

your letter concerning the remarks of 
Brown at Duke University and I want to 
ou that I have given your comments, as 

e entire, very regrettable matter, 
attention. 

assure 
well as 
my carefu 

As I have personally rebuked General 
s publicly apologized. Also, be­

cause of the ravity of the incident, Secretary 
Schlesinger pe sonally met with m~mbers of the 
American Jewish community to ascertain their 
views and sugges-ions. on the matter. Following 
this meeting, it was reported that Dore Schary, 
National Chairman of the Anti-Defamation League 
of B'nai B'rith, i dicated that a determination 
had been made not ~ press for 'General Brown's 

. resignation. 

Throughout his milita&career, General Brown 
has built a distinguis ed · record of service and · 
achievements. Among tH se was !ills very e ffec­
tive direction of the uAited · sts:es airlift to 
Israel during last year~~ war. ~ertainly, his 
offhand remarks were enti ely wl:l>ng, and no one 
regrets them more deeply t an he.. However, I 
do not believe this single istcil.e destroys his 
ability to continue to serve our Nation. In f act, 
I would hope that it would pe hoes make him more 
aware and more sensitive to th i nterests and 
needs of all the American peopi"' whom he is 
sworn to serve • 

(fl,e c. 12/I~ 
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Again, I vrant to assure you I fully understand 
and share your concern. While I would hope the 
incident is now closed, I guarantee you it is 
not forgotten. This Nation will always remain 
absolutely committed to the principles of free­
dom and brotherhood for and among all peoples 
everywhere. 

With best regards. 

Sincerely, 

lsi 
Ill 
Ill 
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