The original documents are located in Box C39, folder “Presidential Handwriting,
4/29/1976” of the Presidential Handwriting File at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.

Copyright Notice
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald Ford donated to the United
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public
domain. The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to
remain with them. If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.



Digitized from Box C39 of The Presidential Handwriting File at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library E {{ 3¢ /7

¥

(-]

| THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN..

C/ e FOR COMMCENTER USE ONLY
LI /A=

PRECEDENCE "CLASSIFICATION

DEX

FROM: 9,4¢,€ /7{,%5/{/ @ S/ GPS
TO: D/Cﬁ C%Kw LDX PAGES.cA
. D?’//fl‘:» . TTY CITE

INFO:

DTG: ZO( 23Q0% &

REI.LEASED BY: é TOR: D IRI2 ¢ &

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS:

80 €¢ 62 udv 6l

WHCA FORM 8, 22.FEO 74
\\ -



THE PRESIDEXT HAS SEEN....
: JOFDN GPARKCIMAM, ALA., CHAIRMAN
KK MAMNE -, ELD, rACT, GLIFFORG P. TASE, N.),

FRANK CTHUACH, 10aKHD JACON ¥. JAVITS, MY,
ETUANT SYRINGTON, MO, NUGH BOOTT, PA,
CLAI'TOMME FELL, ML SAMES B, PEANION, ‘n::t. . {
T WALE W. MC OgE, WV, CHARLER M, PURCY, , P
SLONTR MC SOVERN, B, DAK, NOBCAT V. CRIFFIN PICH, ’mc '3 aie 52‘1“ "]
ST e D% nited . Diales
DICK CLARK, IOWA
JOAEPN M. BiGEM, Ju., DEL. COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
o AT ML, HOLT, CHIR OF STASP WASHINGTON, O.C. 20510

ANTHUR M4, SN, CHIKF CLERK

April 29, 1976

Dear Mr. President:

After months of careful deliberation by the committees and
full membership of the Senate and House, the Congress has passed
The International Security Assistance and Arms Export Control Act
of 1976. As you know, during consideration of this legislation,
Members of the House and Senate have been in continuous and close
contact with representatives of the Departments of State.and
Defense. We believe that this process of consultation exemplified
the most responsible and effective method of reciprocal action
between the two branches relevant to the conduct of the foreign
relations of the United States.

We recognize that the International Security Assistance and
Arms Export Control Act provides for a substantial increase in
Congressional participation in the foreign policy process. However,
we believe that increased Congressicnal invelvement and responsibility
is both necessary and desirable and, further, that the development of
new forums for Congressional participation will serve to unify the
total conduct of our foreign policy. As you consider what action to
take on S.2662, we urge that you consider carefully its effect on this
evolving relationship between the President and Congress.

We do not contend that all differences were resolved in the
consultative process, but where this was not possible, both sides
made a sincere effort to understand the other's problems. As a
consequence, numerous and substantial modifications were made in the
bill, both in Committee and in conference, designed to accommodate
the Administration’'s concerns while protecting principles which the
respective sides considered vital.

Among the unresolved issues are some which can be cast in
Constitutional terms. But we would hope that you will assess this
bill not solely in terms of Constitutional principles or Presidential
prerogatives, but rather in terms of whether it will allow you to do
what you consider right and proper while at the same time recognize
the meaningful role of Congress in the formulation and oversight of
foreign policy.
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We believe that you have worked with us long encugh to know our
appreciation .of your responsibilities in the conduct of foreign
rclations. In this sense you have had and will continue to have our
understanding and cooperation. We ask, in return, that you sign this
bill into law and let us detemmine together over the course of the
coming year whether it should be modified.

We believe that the provisions of $.2662 should be considered on
their own merit. In this regard, we believe that it is highly
significant that you do not appear to be linking your consideration of
this bill to the separate question of transitional quarter funds for
programs in the Middle East. Of course, if S.2662 does not became
law, adequate funding for our efforts to achieve peace in the Middle
East could be seriously jeopardized.

We urge that the process of consultation and cooperation between
executive and;legislature continue as you consider whether to sign The
International Security Assistance and Arms Export Control Act of 1976.
We believe that a meeting with you could help to resolve your concerns
about the legislation. If you share this view, we are prepared to
meet with you at your earliest convenience.

Sincerely,

[
Hubert H. Humphrey
Chairman, Subcommittee on
Foreign Assistance

'J acol;)/?l(. Javits

The President
The White House






