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Mr. Buchen said ---------

The electronic surveillance memo 
which the President signed. 

Original can go to Connor's office. 

As that they get the signed original to 
the Attorney General PRONTO 

They may want to distribute copies of 
the President 1 s memo to Scowcroft and 
Rumsfeld. 

• 
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~/SENSITIVE 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 12, 1976 

TD PUSIDENT HAS SDJl .••• 

MEr.10RANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

I. Background 

THE PRESIDENT 

PHIL BUCHEN1 

Warrantless Electronic 
Surveillance 

On December 19, 1974, you issued a memorandum on 
this subject to the Attorney General, a copy of 
which is attached at TAB A. 

On September 12, 1975, the Attorney General sent 
you a memorandum dealing with new developments 
in the law and suggesting the possible need for 
revisions in your earlier memorandum (see TAB B) . 

Most recently, the Attorney General sent you a 
memorandum which appears at TAB C dated January 6, 
1976. 

II. Recommendation 

I recommend that you sign the memorandum attached 
at TAB D which was drafted by the Attorney General 
and approved by the Secretary of Defense. 
Brent Scowcroft also concurs in this recommendation. 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958 (as amended) SEC 3.3 

NSC Memo, 3/30/06, State Dept. Guidelines 
By c:io..L NARA, Date /D/.,119/09 

• 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHI~GTON 

1'-8!' ::5EC~~ /SENSITIVE 
EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY 

MEMORANDPM FOR 

December 19, 1974 

THE .hTTORNEY GEJ:'.;'ERAL 

I have carefully reviewed the issues raised in your request for con­
firmation of authority and delegation with respect to "\Varrantless 
electronic surveillance within the United States for foreign intelligence 
(including counterintelligence) purposes. ·I am satisfied that programs 
requiring such surveillance are important to the national sect...dty, and 
therefore reaffirm and renew the delegation of po\ver to yaup and to 
your successors in office, and the authorization of you and them, to 
approve, without prior judicial warrant, specific electronic surveillances 
within the United States which m.ay be requested by the Director of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

Tt i~ Trry nnr1Pr~t::lnr1ine ::\nrl ri<>c::;.,...,. t-'h·:.t '!:!'>!~ ::''='':•-=:!" ~~-:! ?.'..!i::!:'.~!"i!:'jp !:!:'.~!! 

be exercised pursuant to the following standards and procedures: 
A warrantless electronic surveillance in the United States will only be 
authorized upon the personal approval of the Attorney General (or the 
Acting Attorney General), upon sub1nission of a written request by the 
Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation providing complete 
justification for the conduct of such surveillance, including identifica­
tion of the agency and the Presidential appointee initiating the request. 
Authorization will not be granted unless the Attorney General (or the 
Acting Attorney General) has satisfied himself: 

A. That the requested electronic surYeillance is necessary 

1. To protect the nation against actual or potential attack 
or other hostile acts of a foreign po\.ver; 

2. To obtain foreign intelligence information deemed 
essential to the security of the nation; 

3. To protect national security information against foreig!1. 
intelligence activities; or 

'..vtr.P ~>J· .. '"eR'!!:I T /SE XSIT IVE 
EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY 

• 

. DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958 (as amended) SEC 3.3 

MR # to -t>t:J.. tJ :z.. 
4W-t. a, F· ...t:u t/~1 /1 o 

By tlA.(.. NARA, Date 3/t~/to 



~/SE~SITIVE - 2 -

EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY 
'> ---- -

4. To obtain in£orr:na.tion which th2 s,::cr·::~~~ry of State (o:::- 2. 

Pres!.denti2..l appointee \'/} .. o is l1is p~r:::onally· clesigr-:.2.ter1 

representative} or the Assist?_nt to the Pre:sicleGt £or 
National Security 1\ffair·s I1as certificcl is n.ecessa~~/ for 
the conduct of foreign affairs mc.t~e .rs -.,.-:hicl:. arc: irr_po:tant 
to the national security of the United St.ates. 

B. That the subject of the electronic surveillance is assisting a 
foreign power or foreign-based political group, or plans unlc..w­
ful activity directed against a foreign power or foreign-based 
political group. 

C. That the minimu...~ physical intrusion necessary to obtain the 
information sought will be used. 

I have been advised by you and by the Department of State that such 
surveillance is consistent with the Constitution, Laws and Treaties of 
the United States. 

I will expect you to keep the electronic surveillances you appro-.,re under 
regubr revie"'.v to assure that they continue to meet the a£orerr .. en.tioned 
, ... .,....;+,:')....-;":') T ~lc:l"'\ '1l'r;l1 c.""V"no,...f- "\rt""\'1"1 +n ~rl"'': ... ;c~ "Y'Y"l.a r"\f ~.,....,.,. ,...l,.,nnc.c in +'ho. 

- ----- -·--- ---~,-- -- J --~ -- ---·--- ---- -- -·--J -------o-- -·~- ----

S~tat~uies Or o.(rele~·ant judic.iaf decisions bearing on- these -matters.-

This de:.,lcgation and authorization is intended to subsist until re-;poked by 
my order acting as President, or the order of a successor President of 
tl1e Unit~~d States. Should you have a serious question as to the validity 
of the cla.im of impo.rtance to the national security in any particular 
case pl·esented to you for approval, I request that you forward the 
n1atter to me for my consideration. 

r /S=::~s:-~I~.;-? 
---------
EXCLU~-3f'lEL'{ EYES 0;:\LY 

• 





lance 

ITEM WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
WITHDRAWAL ID 00576 

Collection/Series/Folder ID No ..... . 
Reason for Withdrawal ............. . 
Type of Material .................. . 
Creator' s Name .................... . 
Receiver's Name ................... . 
Description ........................ . 

Creation Date ..................... . 
Volume (pages) .................... . 
Date Withdrawn .................... . 

• 

004700173 
NS,National security restriction 
MEM,Memo(s) 
Edward Levi 
President 
re warrantless electronic surveil 

09/12/1975 
11 
05/03/1988 



lance 

ITEM WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
WITHDRAWAL ID 00577 

Collection/Series/Folder ID No ..... . 
Reason for Withdrawal ............. . 
Type of Material .................. . 
Creator' s Name .................... . 
Receiver's Name ................... . 
Description ........................ . 

Creation Date ..................... . 
Volume (pages) .................... . 
Date Withdrawn .................... . 

• 

004700173 
NS,National security restriction 
MEM,Memo(s) 
President 
Edward Levi 
re warrantless electronic surveil 

09/1975? 
1 
05/03/1988 





lance 

ITEM WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
WITHDRAWAL ID 00578 

Collection/Series/Folder ID No ..... . 
Reason for Withdrawal .••....•..•... 
Type of Material .................. . 
Creator 1 s Name ...•................. 
Receiver 1 s Name ................... . 
Description . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : 

Creation Date ..................... . 
Volume (pages) .................... . 
Date Withdrawn .................... . 

• 

004700173 
NS,National security restriction 
MEM,Memo(s) 
Edward Levi 
President 
re warrantless electronic surveil 

01/06/1976 
2 
05/03/1988 



lance 

ITEM WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
WITHDRAWAL ID 00579 

Collection/Series/Folder ID No ..... . 
Reason for Withdrawal •............. 
Type of Material .•................. 
Creator' s Name .................... . 
Receiver's Name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : 
Description ........................ . 

Creation Date ..................... . 
Volume (pages) .................... . 
Date Withdrawn .................... . 

• 

004700173 
NS,National security restriction 
MEM,Memo(s) 
President 
Edward Levi 
re warrantless electronic surveil 

01/1976? 
1 
05/03/1988 





January lZ, 1976 

Don-

The original of the attached 
memorandum was delivered to the 

Attorney General today. This is 
for your information. 

Jim Connor 

• 



January lZ, 1976 

Brent Scowcroft: 

The original of the attached 
memorandum was delivered to 
the Attorney General today. 
Thie ia for your information. 

Jim Connor 

• 



lance 

ITEM WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
WITHDRAWAL ID 00580 

Collection/Series/Folder ID No ..... . 
Reason for Withdrawal ............. . 
Type of Material ................... : 
Creator' s Name .................... . 
Receiver's Name ................... . 
Description ........................ . 

Creation Date ..................... . 
Volume (pages) .................... . 
Date Withdrawn .................... . 

• 

004700173 
NS,National security restriction 
MEM,Memo(s) 
President 
Edward Levi 
re warrantless electronic surveil 

01/12/1976 
1 
05/03/1988 




