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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 31,· 1975 

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: DOUGLAS P. BENNETT 

FROM: JAMES E. CONNORJ-E~ 

SUBJECT: U.S. Representative to the Commemoration 
of the lOOth Anniversary of the Tongan 

Constitution 

Confirming phone call to your office, the President reviewed your 
memorandum of October 30th and approved the designation of 
Ambassador Armisted I. Selden and Richard E. Spelts as your 
representatives to the Commemoration of the lOOth Anniversary of 
the Tongan Constitutuion. 

cc: Doh Rumsfeld 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 30, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

DONALD RUMSFELD 

DOUGLAS P. BENNETT~ 
U.S. Representative to the 
Commemoration of the lOOth 
Anniversary of the Tongan 
Constitution 

The Government of Tonga has invited two United States Govern­
ment representatives to attend the celebrations of the lOOth 
anniversary of the Tongan constitution to be held November 2 
through 8. 

I recommend that you designate the following as your representa­
tives: 

Ambassador Armisted I. Selden, (Resume, Tab A), who as our 
Ambassador to New Zealand and concurrently serving as Ambassador 
to Fiji, Tonga and Western Samoa, is of the proper rank to 
repres7Jf/J~. 

~Approve Disapprove 

Richard E. Spelts, (Resume, Tab B), a Republican from Grand 
Island, Nebraska. Mr. Spelts is a banker. He is a former 
State Republican Chairman and was Senator Carl Curtis' 
campa1£1_· ger in 1960 and 1972. 

Approve Disapprove -----
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ARMISTEAD I. SELDEN, JR. 

Position for Hhich considered: Ambassador -:o Ne";·l Zealand, and to 
serve concu:=rently as AmbassaC.or 
to Fiji, Tonga, and ~·lestern Samoa 

Pre5ent Position: 

Office Address: 

Born: 

Legal Residence:· 

l1arital Status: 

Family: 

Home Jl.ddress: 

Educa ti.on: 

Language Abili·ty: 

Experience: 

Military 
1942-46 

Non-Government 
1948-53 

Government 
1950-51 

1953-69 

Non-Government 
1969-70 

Member of lm·r firm of Lucas, Selden, 
Fr iedma:n and Hann 

1028 Connecticut Avenue N. W. 
Washington, D. c. 

February 20, 1921, Greensboro, Alabama 

Alabama 

Harried 

Wife: former 1-iary Jane \·lright 
Children: Martee Selden (Mrs. Jw~es H. He~it~ 

Annistead Selden III 
Jack l'lright Selden 
Edith Cobbs Selden 
Th6mas Lawson Selden 

6444 Lily Dhu J ... an'~ 
.Falls Church, Virqinia 

B •. h. 1942, Un.i..ver~;ity of the South 
. (Sevzanee, Tenne:;sce) 

· LL .. B. 194 8, Unive::sity of Alabama 

Not stated 

United States Na~· 

Attorney (private la\-1 practice) in 
Greensboro, Alai >ama 

Member of the Ala:>ama House of 
Representatives 

United States Rep·_·esentative from the 
State of Alaba~:, .1 (Hember of House 

·Foreign Affairs Committee, 1955-69; 
Chairman, Sub~j~ittee on Inter­
American Affai.::;, 1959-69) 

Attorney (private law practice) in 

• 



Governrnent 
1970-72 

1972-73 

Non-Govern•nent 
1973 to present 

1969 to present 

A~vards: 

January 1974 

. - 2 -

Washington, D. C. and Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama 

Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of · 
Defense for International Security 
Affairs 

Consultant, Department of Defense 

Member of laVT firm of Lucas, Selden, 
Friedman and Hann {\·lashington, D. C.) 

Also associated ·\"Tith law firm of Rosen, 
Wright, Har\·Tood and Selden (Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama) 

Department of Defense Distinguished 
Civilian Award, 1972 

• 
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?.ICHARD r'. SPELTS, JR. 

J•Jnc"ry 1 S, 1974 

First National Bi..lnJo: Bullc!!nq 
Grand Island. Nebraska (.88(11 
3G8/3B2-Sl00 ~08/332-7222 

;:m:c;..noN. 

~Ml!Tf..RY ••• 
ORGAi :rZAT!'JNS 

(?rcfessi:mal). 

(Fraternal) 

January 1, 1919 [5th Nebraska Gene~atlon - 1£:69} 
Married (Doro:~y !iptoo) 12) c!;;ughters (Mrs. Gary 
(Connie) Brou!!let:e a"d !1-~rs. J::nes (Susan) R•Jssell 
es D!!aree, U~i·.:e:::!ty cf ?-:e=rcska (1S41) 
p.B Degree, Hasti:>gs Co!le<;e {:;ebraska) (194e) 
Lt. {jg) U.S. ~;a,-y World War ll 

American Soc!Hy o! A;~!=ult:.:ral Er.glr:eers & The 
Newcomen Society in ~;orth :..mertca 
Masons, Shrine, Elks. A.-,ertcan Legion & Rotary 

CURRENT BUSINESS RE:SPO~:ST3I!.ITIES 

. '--cHJ:.JR:I!AN OF TH:S BO.l\PD AND CHIEF ADMH:TS7?ATTJI: OF?ICER 
THE FIRST !'ATIONAL BANK OF GRAND ISlAND. ~EE?..AS!<A 

. *First Grand Tsland Co. 

CH.=-JR:J!AN OF THE BOARD AND CHIEF ADMI1'\TST?_!l,ITJI: OFFICER 
BANKSHAR£5 OF NEBRASKA, INC., Gf],ND ISLA.>-<D, N.E3AASKA 

*rirst Savinqs Company of Grand Island 

?RESIDENT 
UNITED BANK SERVICES CO., GRAND ISU..ND, l>.TEBP.ASKA 

OFFIC!:R & DIRECTOR 
SPElTS OF NEBRASKA, INC., GRAND ISLAND, NEBR.~KA 
SPELJ'S-SCHULTZ LUMB~ CO. OF GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA. 
MID-AMERICA CO., GRAND ISLAND, NEB?.AS!<A 
SPELTS LU)4B::R CO. OF KEARNEY, NEBR.4S!<A 
SPElrS-SWANSON I)4PLEMENT CO., Ia:AP-'IEY ,NEBRASKA. 
SPELl'S LUMBER CO. OF VALENTINE, NEBRASKA 

DIR::CTOR 
ALEX!\NDER HAMILTON LIFE INSURANCE co. OF A~ .. ~E:?.!CA, D:::TJWIT. MICHIGAN I 
HAMILTON INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION, DE:ROIT, ~:ICH!GA.'\T . 

INVESTORS LIFE INSURA.i''lCE CO. OF 1\EBRA.SK.:\, 0:'-.!..!.Y.A, NEE~KA 

MEl CO~PORATION, MINNEAPOLIS, MINNI:SOTA 
*Minnesota Small Loan Company, Minneapolis 
*?epSi-Cola Bottllng Companies, Tulsa, Wichita, Lyons. Dodge City, 

Emporia, Salt Lake City, Minneapolis. St. Paul, Waterloo & Esterville 
*',Vest Tcrn;ns Bus Company. Oak Parle, Dlinois 

**!exas International Airlines, Huston, Texas 

*Subsidiaries **Investment 

NOR;HWESTERN PUI!UC SERVICE CO., HUROX, SOUTH DAKOTA,._ 

l'H.: .. rR\~AN: 
?"1 f:'lr:'-:::NT: 
:;:n;:'T:E: 

::>JR~CTOR: 

CURREJI:T CIVIC ACT!VITES 

Golden .l.ge Village (Hall County 0::-:.>sin; .=.uthcrity) 
Greater Grand Island Dev<'lc-;n::e:-,: Cor;:--o:a:ion 
University of t\ebraska Fcundaoeion 
Central Nebraska Technic-3! foundation 
Grand Island Industr13l F0undation 
Grand !~land Charita!:>le fcunca!ion 
t\cbr.:~ska Association of Ccr.1merce & InC:,;;try 
Cvcdi'nd T!"<Jils Council - E.')' £c:o:.::s o: A:-,r!ca 
Gran.:! !~lund Ch.lr.lbN of C·::o::·.o:l'Orce 
Grund Island United ,\',1y 
l\.l!iC\Il,~~ C<)uncll - 00}' ~.:ou~ s ..:;f ;..-:-.~-·rica 
A.-!vis:>r}' c,,~rlC·il tTnive;sit>· o: :-:, :C:cs\;_a 
J'i,~:i!")':crJun Church 
l't. !TilnCJs H0~pital 
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ftchar:l E. S;:>elts, Jr. 

C"P..,\IP. 'ft.A~l: 
~~£:,1E:::R: 

"!:>EL!:G . .\T:: A7 IJ..RGI:: 
CA.:.< ?.:.IG:J t.~A~:.l\GER: 

;..s~!S:;>.l\7 F:.OOR 
:::..£.~.0Pc: 

DIPE:C70r~ 

FRESIDEK'T: 

CH.::O.IRY.A::-1: 

:RUSEE: 

DIP.ECTO?; 

VOLUNTEER POLITICAL AC7IVIT!TS 

Janua:y ·15., 1974 
Page 2 

NEBRASKA Rr:PUBLICAN Ph.RTY (! 955-1959) 
Republican National Cor.::!'l!:tee (1955-1959) 
Republican National Finance Con;:U::ee (1963-1965) · •· 
Republican National Convention 09cC) 
Senator Carl T. Curtis (l ?60). Ti'c::::P.S::?ER (1966). '.t,A~:AG~ (1972 

Republican National Cc::.nvention (1954} 
Republican Natio:-.al Cc::.,.,-::::ittee •:J<u!H SQUAD• 

(1964 Presidential C~r::;>aign) 

PAST. CNIC .~CTT'!iTrES 

U~S. PUBLIC DELEGATE- UNESCO CONFERENCE, 
. VENICE, E'ALY (1970) 

NEBRASKA STATE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE (1962-1963) 
Grand Island Char::ber of Commerce (1!!64) 
Rotary Club (1962-1963) 
Overland Trails B:JY Scout Council (1958-1959) 
Hastings College :\lur.~'li Association (1955) 
University of Ne;;,raska Regional Alurrmi (1958) 
Grand Island City Plal'~,ing Ccm!!'J.sslon (1955-1960) 
Grand Island Auditorium ComrrJssion (1960) 
Boy Scout Board of Trustees (1958-1965) 
Nebraska Cancer Crusade. (1955) 
COMMISSION OF INQw!RY OK DISRUPTNE ACTIO:-lS, 

UNNERSI1Y OF NESRASKA (1970) 
Nebras·ka Tax Research Council, Inc. (1962-1963) 
Nebraska Indeper.dent College Foundation (1965-1971) 
United States Charclle: of Cor..merce Mrcada (1967) 
Nebraska "little Soover Co::-.:::!~ slo~" (1968-1969) 
Nebraska Diplomats (:967-1970} 
Grand Island Unite:! F:md 
Hall County Cri;::;:led ::::ho:dre:-: Society 
Red Cross (Hall County) 
Associated Indus:ries of ~ebrasi<a 
American Cancer Society, Inc. 
NEBRASKA MA!'-IAGEM!::-JT A..l>IA!..YSIS STUDY COMMITTEE (1~68) 
Nebraskans For P".1blic Teie·,ision, be. (1972-1973) 

AW.l\RDS & RECOG:\ITIONS 

Outstand:ng Young Man Award of Grand Island (1952} 
.~lu::1n: Servl~e Award - University of Nebraska (1958) 
:::>is~ir.;uJshed Service Award - Nebraska Re;:>u~llccn Pa~ (1959} 
Sih·er 3eeve: Award - Boy Scouts of A:nerioa (:96::!) 
:M. G:ar.:i Island .".ward (1963) 
.;merican Ca:~cer Society Award (1965) 
;;M;1,1J P.a;iio Community Service Award (1967) 

Who' 5 \\~~o. :n the Midwest 
Xa::o~3l Social Directory 
::oyal 31l:e F.:>ok 
:::>ictioary c~ International Biography 

LIST:XGS 

:"hP !:.~tL"'na: Rcgi.stcr of rrominl~nt ~r.~ericans 
·.\'crld W:Co' 5 v.:-.o in fln:.nce S Industry 
:v .. ·~ r:-:ot:sa~.j :-..1cn o: 1\chlcvcr.ient 
!nt~'rr..,tL"~nal \'\"ho' s \',rn0 in Ccmmunlty f:c rviceo 
_:-,m~~ri ... ·.nl Eic·.g:r .. ~phtcai. Institute- Cor::r.v.1:-:.!ty :,"'.3.-:·_·r$ ,::,::j ;.:.:-:~..,\\-;:,rt~y 1\!rH .. ·ricJ:ns 

• 
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To: ; 

Senat :lr Carl T. Curtis 

. . . 
RICHARO E • SPELTS, JR. 
304 First National Bank 
Grand Island, Nebraska 68801 

Nove~ber 25, 1974 
.. 

·-
11Fields of Greatest Str.engths11 

. .· 

FINANCE 

I nave been associa-::ed with the banking industry for 21 years, principally 
wi~h First Nat'l Bank of Grand Island the 7th largest commercial bank in Nebr. 
?or the past 8 years I have served ~s Chief Administrative Officer and have 
fumished~ .... I~1il.ope, leadership that has brought the bank from a $26 Million 
bank to a $80 Million bank in a very coL:.petitive marketplace. 

HOUSING - PUBLIC AND PRIVATE 

I have spent my entire ·adult lifetime in the private horr.e building industry and 
have spent the past 21 years as a member of, and.Chairmari of, the Hall County 
Eousing Authority who have been successful pioneers in the field of public 
housing for the low income eld~rly. 

HEALTH CARE 

I served as Chairman and Executive Director on a volunteer basis in constructing 
the first modern nurslna homo ln tho State of N\:br\1~iku und currontly r;crvo on 
tho Bo<1rd of Dirr.:ctocr. (A r;t. f'ronci:.; Ho:.;pllill in Grund Iulilncl, botn<J charood 

--· --- _______ _::. ... ___ -----------·---------------:· ____ ..:__L..:._ _________ ---
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November 25, 1974 

with the responsibility of developing plans for, finance for and ultimate 
construction of a new $10 Million hospital facility. 

INSURANCE - HEALTH AND LIFE 

I have been active in the formation and the operation of an insurance company 
here in Nebraska dating back to 1962, and I currently serve on two Boards of 
Directors of life insurance companies operating in most of the states of the 
union and in Europe. 

PRIVATE POWER 

-· ........ ~-. ,) . . 
I serve as a Director of a private power company distributing electricity and 
gas to residents and industrial facilities in the states of South Dakota and 
Nebraska, and have knowledge in these fields especially in the area of 
construction of a coal fired power plant in So. Dakota that will be completed 
this ? pring. 

ADMINISTRATION- REORGANIZATION 

I have spent all of my adult life in administrative responsibilities and have 
been involved in many reorganizations toward a better and more economical 
way of accomplishing tasks, and these administrative and reorganizational 
respo:nsibilities have covered a vast number of fields, from retail. operations 
to major universities. 

POLITICAL ORGANIZATION 

This is an area in which I have spent considerable time over the last 20 years 
and my best reference in this area as to whether or not I have been effective 
would be Senator Carl T. Curtis, of Nebraska. 

Did want to pass the above information on to you for what it is worth and, as 
you have said in your letter, occasionally people you nave recommended whose 
background information has placed the;:n in the computerized talent bank have 
been contacted for a meaningful post. 

Jr. 
RESjr/mr 
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