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The WJ.min:tion Star I Opposition Rises tO ford Drive to Deregulate 
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Eliot Ja~eway 
i:"' _. I J 
~eptemot::r 

: . . 
Uncertainties 
Stir Suspicion 

Ey E:iot J3neway , 
S; ;--:1allo t~ ... · ...... J.,'.,r;s~'.:r. ~;wr 

~EW YORK - T. S. Elio: n!c~ted 
us to wcrry atout April as '"the 
cruelest month." If he had been writ
ing a m::>.rket letter. and he w3s a 
jack of rr::tny literary trades, he 
wo~ld h:l ve warned us to worry about 
Septemb~r as the most uncert.1in 
month. 

The Dow Jonr,s wire is im
measur::>.b!v more reliable· th;c,n the 
Dow Jon~5 averJges, and late t~1.st 
week it confirmed the suspicion til<~t 
this September's un~ertainties are 
no.t aOOut tQ be re~e\v(:d ha.ouHv. 

By Stephen M. Aug 
Washmgton S: .• u SLaff Writt'f' 

President Ford's high-pressure 
drive to eliminate government regu
lation over the economy is meeting 
growing resistance from influential 
Democratic congressmen. 

The resistance isn't completely 
surprising in view of the fact that 
some congressmen believe deregula
twn in some areas -notably natural 
gas prices - is going to lead to high
er prices and consumer unhappiness. 

MOREOVER. CONGRESS tradi
tionally is resistant to eliminating 
agencies it has created and over 
which it has exercised considerable 
controL 

Evidence of this mood could be 
four.d in: 
• S.:ver:1l statements by Rep. John 
E. Moss, D-Calif., chairman of a 
Commerce investigati\·e subcommit· 
tee, that Ford is going too far: "The 
President's enthusiasm for sweeping 
deregubtion is misguided ... we 
must not forget that despite its flaws. 
effective government regulation is 
most certainly preferable to allowing 
our economy to be regulated by big 
business." 
• Remarks by Rep. John D. Dingell. 
D-Mich., chairman of a Commerce 
energy subcommittee, that regula
tion probably will grow as a result of 
political demands and that federal 
•·egulation "is here to stay." . 
• A speech by Rep. Brock Adams, D· 

·Wash., one of the leading 

~ 

l 
.\. 

~~ .. · ' . 
Lsh~·1A ~~t 

REP. JOHN E. MOSS 
Effort "misguided" 

transportation-minded congressmen, 
who said "the administration's idea 
that we are wasting billions of dol
lars because of regulation or that the 
railroads in the Northeast failed be
cause of it is simply hogwash." 
• The reaction when Federal Com
munications Commission Chairman 
Richard E. Wiley suggested in a 
speech last week that the commis
s:on consicer ending enforcement of 
its Fairness Doctrine for radio sta
tions in major metropolitan areas 

REP. BROCK ADAMS 
"Simply hogwash" 

(because the lar~e number of sta
tions assures a diversity of views). 
He was caustically reminded by Sen. 
John 0. Pastore, D-R.I., chairman of 
a Commerce communications sub
committee, of just what the law is 
and, in connection with another pro
posed change, Pastore added, "You 
better be careful how you interpret 
it." 

WHAT IS BECOMING clear is that 
instead of the sweeping regulatory 
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· without White House review (or, in 
the case of budgets, simultaneous 
suhmission), and by opening FCC 
meetings to the public. 

Dingell, too, in a speech before an 
audience packed with those who -
for the most part - would end regu
lation, called for largely procedurai 
reforms. In fact, he complained that 
regulatory agency budgets are too 
small to allow them to do an ade
quate job. 

REP. JOHN D. DING ELL 
· "Here to stay" 

reform - lf not outright deregulation 
of some areas - that Ford has been 
seeking, Democrats in Congress are 
seeking procedural reform. 

Fo1· instance, Rep. Torbert H. 
Macdonald, D-Mass., chairman of a 
communications subcommittee, 
introduced a bill to change the way 
the FCC docs business by trimming i 
the number of commissioners, re
routing legislative and budget recom
mendations directly to Congress 

AND WHAT MAY be a stunning 
tipoff to what Congress will do is a 
railroad regulatory reform measure 
about to be introduced in the House 
by Reps. Fred Rooney. 0-Pa., chair
man of a surface transportation sub
committee, and Joe Skubitz, R-Kan., 
leading minority member. 

The legislation would allow the 
rai !roads - under a three-year ex
perimental program - to raise or 
lower freight rates 1 percent without 
Interstate Commerce Commission 
interference. Br contrast, the Ford Administra
tion s railroad regulatory reform 
measure would give rate freedom 
starting at 7 percent the first year, 12. 
percent the second, 15 percent the 
third and almost absolute freedom 
after the third ye;:tr, with some 
exceptions. 

As some congressional observers 
point out, while the Democrats in 
Congress feel reg,ulatory reform is 
essential, their ideas of what com
prises that reform are radically dif
ferent from the President's. 
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